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יף בצד סעסימן   

The Proper direction to face when davening 

The Mechaber paskens in the beginning of צד סימן  
that one who is in chutz la’aretz should face the 
direction of Eretz Yisroel while davening.  The Rama 
writes that one may position his body towards a 
different direction, as Chazal say if one wants to be 
wealthy he should face north and if one desires 
wisdom he should face south.  Even though is body 
is facing north or south he should at least turn his 
head towards Eretz Yisroel in order to fulfil the 
halacha of facing Eretz Yisroel.   The Mishna Berura1 
brings the opinion of Rashi who holds the opposite.  
Rashi says one’s body should always be positioned 
facing Eretz Yisroel, and if one wants to avail 
himself of the segulos of davening north or south 
he should angle his head in those directions so as 
not to deviate from the direction the of the tzibbur. 

The Mishna Berura2 goes on to bring Levush who is 
of the opinion that those countries that are located 
northwest from Eretz Yisroel should face southeast 
when davening.  This is the opinion of the Rama.  
The custom in Europe, however, was to face east, 
even in those countries that were situated 
northwest of Eretz Yisroel.  The shuls who followed 
the Levush end up also fulfilling the segulah of 
facing south to acquire wisdom as they always 
daven southeast.   

A Shailah from Sydney 
The 3בצל החכמה was asked an interesting question 
regarding the seating position of the Rov of a shul 
in Sydney, Australia.  In this particular shul the Rov’s 
seat was to the right of the Aron 
Kodesh.  The shul was building a new 
makom tefillah and the Rov wanted 
to move his seat to the left side of the 
Aron Kodesh as was the custom in the 
other shuls that this Rov had seen.  
But there were members of the shul 
                                                           
 ס"ק יב 1
 ס"ק יא 2

who asserted that the custom of the shul was for 
the rov to sit on the right side of the Aron Kodesh 
and that the custom should not be changed.  They 
turned to the בצל החכמה for a ruling on the matter.   
The בצל החכמה brings the opinion of the Pri 
Meggodim (brought in the Mishna Berura4) who 
asserts that in shuls where the AK is facing east, the 
rov should sit to the left of the Aron Kodesh thus 
enabling him turn himself slightly south in order to 
accrue wisdom (for if he were to sit on the right 
side, by facing south he would be turning his back 
to the Aron Kodesh which is inappropriate).   But, 
those shuls following the ruling of the Levush, 
where the Aron Kodesh is facing southeast, and the 
Rov is anyway facing south, he should sit specifically 
on the right side of the Aron Kodesh.  There is an 
inyon for the Rov to sit on the right side of the Aron 
Kodesh as is brought in the Sefer Chasidim.  It is 
interesting to note that the Pri Meggodim quotes 
the Sefer Chasidim as saying that the rov should be 
on the south side of the Aron Kodesh.  However, 
one who looks at the Sefer Chasidim inside will 
notice that he does not mention sitting on the 
south side at all.  The Sefer Chasidim writes that the 
tzadikim who uphold the sanctity of the Torah 
should be positioned on the right side of the Aron 
Kodesh.  The Pri Meggodim, who lived in Europe, 
was applying the ruling of the Sefer Chasidim to his 
location.  Where the Aron Kodesh is facing east the 
right side of the Aron Kodesh is to the south. 
So we see that there are three factors when 
determining a Rov’s position in shul.  (1) facing Eretz 
Yisroel (2) facing south (to gain wisdom) (3) sitting 
on the right side of the Aron Kodesh (Sefer 

Chasidim).  According to the Pri Meggodim 
it would seem that the inyon of facing south 
takes precedence over the inyon of sitting 
on the right side of the Aron Kodesh. 
With this in mind, the בצל החכמה 
approached the situation in Australia.  
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Australia is Southeast of Eretz Yisroel.  Therefore, 
according to the Levush we should be davening 
northwest.5  Accordingly a Rov in Australia should 
be sitting on the right side of the Aron Kodesh.  He 
can then angle himself slightly to the south while 
facing the Aron Kodesh as well as fulfil the inyon 
brought in the Sefer Chasidim.  Only if the Aron 
Kodesh was facing west should the rov be on the 
left side in order to allow him to face slightly north 
in order to face Eretz Yisroel without turning his 
back towards the Aron Kodesh.  As far as the issue 

of changing the custom of the shul, the בצל החכמה 
writes that objectively it could be an issue but due 
to various specifics of this case this was not a 
concern.6  
It is important to point out that the Mishna Berura7  
concludes with a fourth and more important inyan, 
not to make machlokes.  So if the position of the 
Rov is going to lead to machlokes then avoiding 
such a situation supersedes all other 
considerations. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah 
 סימן צח

The proper kavana for davening 
The sefer Yesod VeShoresh Ha’Avodah8 writes that 
one should review סימן צח every week to keep 
oneself familiar with the kavana that one must have 
while davening.    Although it might seem difficult, 
it is important to be aware what is expected of us. 
The following is a list of the kavanos that one must 
have during/before davening. 

 One must understand the words he is saying. 
 One must contemplate that it is as if the 

Shechina is in front of him. 

 One must remove from his mind all the 
thoughts that distract him from focusing on 
the davening. 

 One must contemplate that no person or thing 
can fulfil his requests other than Hashem. 

 One must daven דרך תחנונים, like a poor person 
coming to gently ask for a gift.9 

 One has to have the awareness that he is 
lacking something and is coming to request it 
from Hashem.  Davening out of obligation 
without the feeling that one is lacking anything 
is an incorrect way to daven. 

 One should not think that he is worthy of 
Hashem answering his tefillah, but rather 
hoping that Hashem will act out of chessed 
and fulfill his request. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 
Facing Yerushalayim (2) 

The Chofetz Chaim wrote a sefer called Machaneh 
Yisroel for Jewish soldiers who were in the Russian 
army. The aim of the sefer was to be mechazek 
these Jewish soldiers in Torah and Mitzvos even 
during the very challenging times of service in the 
army. 
In Chapter 10 the Chofetz Chaim writes as follows 
[paraphrased]: 
‘...the power of tefillah works for everyone, even for 
someone who does not have enough merits either 
in Torah or Ma’asim Tovim. Every person has to 
know, that if he sincerely regrets and does teshuvah 
from any aveiros he may have committed, and 
decides to pray for Hashem’s help; Hashem can in 
turn help to turn his situation around and effect 
                                                           
5 The בצל החכמה points out that the Adass Israel Shul in 
Melbourne (where he was the rov) sits on a street where the 
street itself is on a northwest angle, therefore the shul was 
built with the same positioning as the other buildings on the 
block, directly facing the street.   

great yeshuos for him. These tefillos can be in any 
language (not just in lashon hakodesh) and can be 
said at any time (not just during shemonei esrei). No 
sincere tefillah gets turned away, although we do 
not always see the immediate effect. 
However, in order for the tefillos to be accepted, 
there are two conditions that are necessary: 
1) The tefillah should be sincere and said from the 

heart, and not mere lip-service. (It is admirable 
if a person can bring himself to tears as chazal 
have told us that ‘the gates of tears are never 
closed’). 

2) He should intend for his tefillah to go through 
Eretz Yisroel, from there to Yerushalayim, and 
from there to the Kodesh Hakodoshim in the 
Beis Hamikdash, as the pasuk in Melachim 
(1:8:49) guarantees that if we do this Hashem 
will listen from Heaven. 

 עכת"ד הבצל החכמה 6
 סס"ק יא 7
 .brought in Dirshu note 5 שער ה פרק א 8
9 See Biur Halacha “Yispallel” who brings poskim who hold 
that without this intention one must daven again.  See Biur 
Halacha for his conclusion on the matter. 



If one does this, surely his tefillah will not go away 
empty-handed.’ 
Out of all of Hilchos Tefillah the halacha that the 
Chofetz Chaim chose as the most crucial to getting 
our tefillos accepted is the part of mentally 
directing our tefillos towards the Beis Hamikdash; 

this is true even for a private tefillah said in a 
language other than lashon hakodesh. It follows 
that keeping this halachah in mind before we start 
davening is a good piece of advice as well, as it will 
b’ezras Hashem ensure that our tefillos will be 
accepted. 

--------------------- 
Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן צט
Under what circumstances is one allowed to daven after consuming alcohol? 

 One drank less than a reviis of wine (or other 
alcoholic beverage an amount that is 
comparable to a reviis of wine).10 

 One who drinks a reviis of wine in two 
installments.11 

 One who drinks in the middle of a meal.12 

One can daven immediately, assuming he does not 
feel any affect from the alcohol. 
 

 One who drank more than a reviis of wine not 
during a meal and feels the effect of the wine 
but is in control of his speech and could talk in 
front of a king. 

One should not daven shemone esrei until he feels 
the effect of the wine has disappeared unless he is 
afraid he will miss zman tefillah by waiting. 
 

 One who has consumed alcohol to the extent 
that he is not in control of his speech and 
could not speak in front of a king. 

 

One cannot daven even if he will miss zman 
tefillah.  If he does daven his tefillah is considered 
an abomination and he need to daven again when 
he becomes sober. 

 

Did you know? 
 סימן צז

1.  What does one do if one’s tallis slips off in the middle 

of shemone esrei? [Mechaber 4, MB 13, 14] 
 If the tallis fell off completely, even if it is in his 

hands, he should not put it back on as that would 
constitute a hefsek. 

 If it only partially slipped off, even if only a 
minority is still on, one may put it back on. 

2.  If the tallis came off completely and not putting it 
back on is affecting one’s kavana, one may put it back 

on, but should first finish the beracha that he is in the 
middle of [MB 16] 

 סימן צח
3.  It is worthwhile to learn סימן צח once a week for the 
purpose of reminding oneself which kavanas are 
required of him. [Dirshu note 5, ספר יסוד ושורש העבודה]  
4.  While davening one must have kavana for the 
meaning of the words.  One should not also have in mind 

                                                           
10 See Mishna Berura 1. 
11 Ibid 
12 Mishna Berura 2. 
 חידושי רבנו חיים הלוי על הרמב"ם פ"ד מהל' תפלה 13
 חזו"א בגליונות 14

the שמות ויחודים unless he is well versed in those 
inyonim.  [MB 1] 
5.  One also has the obligation to detach himself from all 
his worries and think that the שכינה is in front of him. 
[Mechaber 1] 
6.  The realization that when one is davening he is 
standing in front of Hashem according some poskim is 
essential, if one does not have this realization during any 
point in davening, he is not considered to be davening.13  
Others disagree.14 [Dirshu note 2] 
7.  Before each beracha in shemone esrei one should 
contemplate what he intends to ask of Hashem. [Dirshu 
note 4, in the name of the Chofetz Chaim] 
8.  The status of a person who is davening but is focused 
on his own thoughts to the point that he doesn’t even 

realize what he is saying is that of מתעסק and has the 
same status as one who has reached the drunkenness of 
Lot where the tefillah is not a tefillah. [Dirshu note 2 in 
the name of Rav S Z Aurbach] 
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9.  A segula to chase away bad thought during davening 
is by placing one’s right hand on the farhead three times, 
before davening, and each time say the posuk  לב טהור

 MB 2 in the name of the] .ברא לי אלוקים ורוח נכון חדש בקרבי
 [של"ה הק'
10.  One should not kiss his small children in shul.15 
[Rama 1]  
11.  One should not bring children to shul at and age 
where they will be running around and making noise.  
Besides the fact that is disturbs others who are 
davening, it teaches them that shul is a place to be 
rowdy and even when they mature they will not treat 
the Beis Hakeneses properly due to the fact that they 
have become accustomed to running around in shul as 
children. [MB 3] 
12.  It is of utmost importance to bring a child to shul 
when he is of the age where he can sit and daven and 
answer אמן.  [MB 3] 
13.  One should not daven in a place or at a time where 
he cannot concentrate properly.  It is better to daven in 
a minyan that is more conducive to concentration even 
if it means he will have to leave davening early, even if 
it means missing Kriyas HaTorah on Monday and 
Thursday.  [Mechaber 2, Dirshu note 14] 

 סימן צט
14.  One who is drunk to the extent that he would not 
be able to speak in front of a king, should not daven.  If 
he does his tefillah is considered a תועבה and he must 
repeat the shemone esrei when he becomes sober. 
[Mechaber 1] 
15.  Even one who has drunk only a רביעית of wine should 
not daven until the effect of the wine goes away.  [Ibid] 
16.  One who is inebriated but can still speak to a king 
should not daven in that state unless he is in danger of 
missing zman tefillah. [MB 3] 
17.  One who began drinking in the afternoon with 
ample time to sober up before the end of zman tefillah 
but ended up drinking more than expected and missed 
davening is viewed as a שוגג and should therefore daven 
a תפלת תשלומין. [Mechaber 1, MB 6] 
18.  Whether one can recite Kriyas Shema while drunk is 
a machlokes haposkim.  As far as other berachos, if he 
can speak to a king he may recite them, but if he cannot 
speak to a king he should not recite them. [MB 11] 
19.  One should not paskens a shailah while drunk.  One 
may learn Torah while drunk. [Dirshu note 13] 
20.  Today there is room to be lenient and daven after 
drinking a reviis of wine since our wines are much 
weaker than those in the times of the Gemorah, but 
ideally one should not daven after drinking a reviis even 
today. [Rama 3, MB 16] 
                                                           
15 In order to instill in the father that there is no greater love 
than that of Hashem. [Rama] 

 סימן ק

21.  Those tefillos that one is not accustom to reciting 
(e.g. יעלה ויבא, על הנסים, תפלת מוספים) should not be 
recited by heart but rather from a siddur. [Mechaber 1, 
MB 1] 
22.  Some16 hold that one who is a shliach tzibbur for a 
nusach that he is unfamiliar with should daven the silent 
shemone esrei in the shul’s nusach in order that he 

should be able to recite the chazaras hashatz properly.  
Others17 maintain that he could daven any nusach he 
wants during his silent shemone esrei. [Dirshu note 3]   

 סימן קא
23.  One should not miss zman tefillah due to his 
assessment that he will not be able to concentrate 
properly. [Dirshu note 4 in the name of Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky Shlita] 
24.  One who did not have kavana for פירוש המלות during 
the first beracha of shemone esrei must repeat the 
shemone esrei.  But today where we have a hard time 
concentrating, one need not repeat the shemone esrei. 
[Mechaber, Rama 1]  
25.  One who is in the middle of Shemone esrei and 
realizes that he did not have kavana for פירוש המלות in 
the 1st beracha should wait for the shliach tzibbur and 
have kavana to be yotzei with his repetition of the 
shemone esrei from the beginning up until where he is 
up to. [Biur Halacha “והאידנא”] 
 

16  שו"ת אגרות משה או"ח ח"ב ס' כט 
 שו"ת מנחת יצחק ח"ו ס' לא אות ג 17




