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Shabbat schedule  

Friday/ ערב שבת 
Hadlakat nerot 5:51 
Mincha 5:45 
Followed by:  
Shir Hashirim  
Arbit 

Shabbat/שבת  
Shachrit/korbanot 8:00 

Hashem Melech 8:15 

Shema Magen Abraham 9:18 

Shiur Chovot Halevavot 

Afternoon/שבת 
Shiur halacha 3:50 

Kids Tehilim  3:05 

Mincha 5:05 

סעודת שלישית 
 Shekia 6:08

 Rabbi’s lecture 6:40

 Arbit

 Rabenu Tam 7:20

Bachurim program 

  Learning  3:35

   Mincha

 Seudat shelishit

 Followed by Arbit

21 Cedar Street  Lakewood NJ

Noah worked tediously for one hundred and twenty years to build the 
Teibah 300 Amot long and 50 Amot wide. This was supposed to fit all of the 
species of animals – birds – insects and rodents. The Ramban Zt"l explains, 
that it is a known fact that the species of animals alone are multiple and 
very large. The number of rodents and different bugs are numerous beyond 
imagination. Birds are even larger in number that one can not even count. 
Our Rabbis tell us that there were 120 different types of unkosher birds in 
the East and all are of the one specie of the Ayah. The numbers of Kosher 
birds in the world cannot be counted because of their multitude. There was 
no way that all of these animals – birds and other species along with food 
for a year would possibly fit into this Teibah, or even ten more Teibot. The 
answer to this is that Hashem did this to show the great miracle of this 
miniscule Teibah housing millions of animals and creatures. The Ramban 
asks: If this is the reason, to show the great miracle of Hashem, and 
therefore the people would make Teshuba, why not make it even smaller? 
This way they would see the great miracle and for sure make Teshuba. He 
answers: Throughout the Torah and Neviyim we see that Hashem is always 
minimizing miracles, letting man put his effort into bringing about the 
miracle. Here Noah made a large Teibah and tarred the exterior in order that 
the water should not seep inside. Hashem wants man to first put his effort to 
protect himself knowing that his real protection is from Hashem, in order to 
minimize the miracle. 
  
Rab Yeheskel Levenstein Zt”l in his Sefer Ohr Yeheskel asks: Why does 
Hashem want to minimize His miracles; isn’t it better to show His greatness 
to the world so that people would serve Him? He answers: If Hashem would 
make miracles that were clear as day that it is from Hashem, and not from 
any other power or cause, then there would not be any free choice for man. 
It would be so evident that there is a Borei Olam Who is Mashgiach and 
caring for us. Now that Hashem minimizes these miracles, then there is a 
conflict in ones mind if this is natural or just a strange or unusual act of 
nature. Once the mind can rationalize events, that gives room for the Yeser 
Harah to play with his mind and deny Hashem’s power and existence. 
  
We see that Hashem sent down the Mann in the Midbar for forty years and 
even with that there were from Bnei Yisrael those that denied Hashgacha 
Pratit and complained. Even when they entered Eres Yisrael they lost sight 
of Hashem. Even though there was no Mann, didn’t they see Hashem daily? 
Rabeinu Bahya in Hobot Halebabot, in the chapter of Bitahon says, “What 

 Miracles
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The Jewish community in Lita decided to establish a Jewish hospital, 
and a meeting was held for this purpose, chaired by the Chofetz Chaim, 
z”tl.  Several wealthy men attended the meeting, and each of them 
pledged significant donations.  One donated a hospital bed, and some 
even donated several beds.  The Chofetz Chaim showed much respect 
to the wealthy men for using their wealth for such a noble purpose.  
Several talmidei yeshiva also attended the meeting, and the Chofetz 
Chaim also treated them with great respect.  One of the wealthy men 
became angry at this, and said, “Is this right?  We are the ones donating 
money, and they also receive honor?”  He actually stood up and asked 
the Chofetz Chaim, “How many beds did the benei yeshiva donate?”   
The Chofetz Chaim answered immediately, “What are you saying?  
Each one of them gave fifty beds!  The wealthy man was astounded and 
asked, “What do you mean that they gave fifty beds?  We, with all our 
wealth donated only ten beds at the most, and they gave fifty?” 

The Chofetz Chaim repeated his answer, and said, “Yes, yes, each one of them gave fifty beds which 
will not be needed.  Each one of them donates the prevention of fifty sick people!  They donate the 
beds which will not be needed in the hospital!  “The Torah protects and saves!  Their Torah will save 
many people from sicknesses and travails!”

is the difference if food comes down from the Shamayim or grows out from the earth?” Putting one kernel of 
wheat into the earth produces close to ten thousand kernels of wheat. How much wealth and goodness does 
Hashem do for us with just a minimum amount of energy, but man still feels that his efforts are bringing about 
his success. There are millions of miracles happening to us daily, as we say in the Modim three times a day. על 
 Our service in the world to Hashem is to recognize and – נסיך ועל נפלאתיך וטובותיך שבכל עת ערב ובוקר וצהריים
appreciate His world of miracles. There is no nature, it is all Nissim only it is hidden behind natural events. Once 
one realizes this, his life is full of joy and appreciation, with love and happiness for Hashem’s grace. 

Shabbat Shalom 
Rabbi Ezra Zafrani

STORIES OF OUR GEDOLIM 
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I thought being Perashat Noach, it would be appropriate this week to discuss 
flooding, Floods can be quite beneficial. Actually, believe it or not, nature 
benefits more from natural floods than from not having them at all. The thing 
that makes natural floods a disaster is when flood waters occur in areas 
populated by humans and in areas of significant human development. 
Otherwise, when left in its natural state, the benefits of floods outweigh the 
adverse effects. 

Let’s begin with river flooding. Rivers overflow for reasons like excess 
rainfall. The good thing about river overflows is the fact that as flood waters flow into the banks, sand, silt and debris 
are deposited into the surrounding land. After the river water subsided and go back to its normal flow, the deposited 
materials will help make the land richer or more fertile. The organic materials and minerals deposited by the river 
water keeps the soil fertile and productive. 

However, too much sand deposit will do the opposite. For farmers that maintain their crops along rivers, they should 
not feel threatened by yearly flooding. This gives their farm lands better soil consistencies and keeps their land fertile 
resulting to better harvests each year. Instead of preventing the natural flow of river floods, it might be beneficial in 
the long run to allow the flood waters to encroach into their lands. It was how nature intended it to be in the first 
place. However, there may be limits to how much farmers can tolerate such natural occurrences. One has to increase 
production to feed the demands of the human populace. 

Great examples of how river overflows benefit humans are in the Nile river and the Mississippi delta. Farmers in 
Egypt have long equated river floods to high harvest rates. The higher the flood waters from the river, the better the 
harvest for that year. However, the case of the Mississippi delta is a little different. 

The Mississippi river naturally overflows and leaving behind huge deposits of sediments. In time these sediments 
created lands which are now identified as part of the Mississippi delta. But when humans began settling in along the 
river banks, they constructed complicated and elaborate systems to prevent or control the flood waters from the 
Mississippi river. Without the regular sediment deposits that the land along the area of the Mississippi delta receives 
from the river, the land begins to sink. Each year the Mississippi delta becomes dryer and sink more and more. 

Floods are also known to renew wetland areas which in turn hosts a wide range of flora and fauna. Preventing flood 
waters from entering such wetland areas will create imbalance to the natural state of things resulting to destruction of 
natural habitats and even extinction of various species of animals and plants. 

In conclusion, we can say the floods play an important part in various ecosystems. Humans, therefore, should be 
careful when they try to prevent or control floods. Oftentimes, human intervention causes more harm than good. 
Basically, Hashem knows what’s best! 

Rabbi Eliyahu Tobal

HASHEM’S AMAZING WORLD/ נפלאות הבורא 
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Weekly Halachot - הלכה למעשה

1. Prior to putting on sisit one should check 
his sisit to verify that it is tied correctly 
especially the corner, because if even one 
string is ripped it is pasul. However the 
eight strings that are hanging from the 
final knot are valid until three strings rip. 

2. On Shabbat one should check his sisit but      
be careful not to strengthen the knot. 
3. It is proper, prior to reciting the beracha 
on sisit, to recite the prayer “leshem yihud”- 
its meaning is important because it reminds 
us to do the misvah with the proper intention 
to fulfill the misvah of sisit which is a Torah 
commandment and the blessing should cover 
the talit katan. Also one should have in mind 
that by wearing sisit it should remind us to 
fulfill all the misvot of Hashem and our 
actions should bring Him pleasure. 
4. When reciting the beracha of sisit on a 
talit gadol one should stand up, hold the talit 
either with your right hand or both hands 
behind your body facing your back then 
cover head and body, roll it up to your 
shoulders and then wrap your head. Some 
follow the Ben Ish Hai to wrap one’s head 
immediately after the beracha. 
5. One must say the blessing of “Sheheyanu” 
on a new Talit Gadol. The proper order is to 
first recite the blessing on the sisit then the 
blessing of Sheheyanu. It is the custom for a 
groom to wear a new talit under the hupah. 
If it’s after sundown then he only recites the 
blessing of Sheheyanu. Generally we do not 

say Sheheyanu on a talit katan unless the 
garment is of fine fabric then it may be 
recited. 
6. It is preferable to wear wool. According 
to Maran, wool fabric is a Torah 
commandment. Nevertheless it is a misvah 
to wear cotton sisit. Synthetic sisit such as 
polyester or nylon is questionable 
therefore one may not say a blessing on 
them. 
7. The proper size of a talit katan is at least 
eighteen inches wide but twenty-four 
inches is preferable. 
8. Some have a custom not to make a 
blessing on a talit katan. 
9. A child should wear sisit from age five, 
though it is customary to start at age three. 
10. The strings of the sisit must be made 
by a Jew with the proper intention of 
misvat sisi t . This requirement of 
“lishmah”- proper intention for misvah, 
begins from the spinning of the wool yet 
some are strict and begin from the 
combing. The tying of the knots also 
requires the proper intentions of misvat 
sisit. 
11. A four corned wool scarf even if it has 
the measurements that would require sisit 
it is exempt from sisit, however some 
suggest rounding out one corner. 
  
Rabbi Michael Levy

The Laws of Sisit


