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BEYOND BELIEF
R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel

It is 3:05 pm on a Thursday afternoon and I am in the midst 
of trying to maneuver around two double parked cars, one 

construction site and a the typical large yellow school bus in 
order to find parking outside of the Kollel. And that’s when the 
phone begins to ring. First, it’s a prospective and proud father 
of a perfect and wonderful young woman. He was wading 
knee deep in the game of shidduchim. He was inquiring about 
an equally wonderful young man from our Yeshiva. That’s one 
phone call which lasts 19 minutes. Next, came the call from 
an old friend going through some of life’s troubles. Nice guy, 
bad luck, and there goes another 24 minutes. A text and an 
email then simultaneously arrived telling me about a problem 
at a current community project, which results in a delay of 
seventeen minutes, letting me arrive at Kollel a good hour late 
(which BH also doesn’t happen often). This type of enduring, 
fragmented and seemingly unending and common distraction 
doesn’t happen too regularly, but when it rains, it pours. Yet, 
that’s life, I thought to myself. 

In this week’s Parsha the Torah tells us something 
curious about Avraham. V’Avraham Zakein Ba Bayamim, V’ 
Hashem Beirach es Avraham Bakol- Now, Avraham was old, 
well on in years, and Hashem blessed Avraham with- Kol- 
everything. The word Kol means, according to the Ramban, 
that God had literally blessed Avraham with everything- 
riches, possessions, longevity, honor and children. This was a 
point in his life that the Torah describes that he had all that he 
ever wanted. It sounds nice, it sounds like the Torah is saying 
he has it all at this point in his life. But, Rav Yosef Nechemia 
Kornitzer asks, that this is certainly a difficult thing to 
understand as we know that immediately prior to this Avraham 
had just finished burying his wife Sorah. Sorah was someone 
who was unquestionably an eizer kenegdo, the life partner of 
Avraham Avinu in the truest sense of the word.  Moreover, 
his son Yitzchok was close to forty years old, was not yet 
married, and there weren’t any grandchildren to further the 
family name and his life mission. What complete life could 
the Torah have describing here? What “kol” is relevant in this 
case where, although he had the money and prestige, he did 
not have his wife, nor did he have any indication of a certain 
future?

There is a Gemarah in Bava Basra (16b) which discusses 
this very verse and explains what is meant by this one 
word “Ba-kol”. Rav Shimon Bar Yochai interprets this in a 
fascinating manner: Even Tova Haysa Teluya betzavoro 
shel Avraham Avinu- a precious stone hung from the neck 
of Avraham, shekol choleh haroeh oso miyad nisrapeh- and 
any (kol) sick person that looked at it was instantly cured. 

U’beshaah sheniftar Avraham Avinu mei’haolam- when 
Avraham avinu passed from this world, telaah Hakodosh 
Barich hu begalgal chama- God hung this stone in the orb 
of the sun…..

Undoubtedly, this is a difficult Gemarah to understand. 
What’s this precious stone? Why is it hanging around 
Avraham’s neck? Why did sick, downtrodden people suddenly 
get better when they just looked at this stone? 

We have two questions regarding this pasuk, and this 
particular word kol and I found that Rav Yosef Nechemia 
Kornitzer explains that there is one underlying theme 
regarding Avraham Avinu which can enlighten us and clarify 
an answer to both of these questions.

There are differing levels of faith that people possess and 
exhibit over their lives. There have always been the special 
few who have risen to a point where they truly understand 
that everything Hashem does is absolutely good, although at 
the present time it definitely does not seem to be that way. 
The rabbinic dictum of kol d’avid Rachmana l’tav avid-
anything God does, is done for the good, is a level not many 
can necessarily reach. Yet, the Torah is telling us that this is 
precisely where Avraham Avinu is at this time and place. 

All the tests, all the nisyonos, all the “bad things that 
happen to good people”, everything that had come to pass, 
were viewed as complete and comprehensively good in the 
eyes of Avraham as he accepted it all with love, joy and 
grace. He understood it as being for the good, and therefore 
he viewed it as an unassailable truth that Hashem Beirach es 
Avraham Bakol- that everything was given to him by God, 
even at this crucial, painful juncture in his life- everything 
was perfect and flawless.

Rav Yosef Nechemia takes it one step further. It would 
be one thing for a person to believe in this manner and keep 
the faith going strong in the face of adversity. That is all 
wonderful and good. But Avraham took it to the next level. 
He transferred what he knew and believed; he used what he 
experienced and recognized to help others as well.     

The precious stone, the one hanging by his neck and the 
healing of the sick, wasn’t a result of some sort of magical 
experience. The idea of precious stones on the neck of 
Avraham is referring to a gift which Avraham possessed and 
that was the ability to reach people’s souls. The power of his 
speech helped bring about a revolution in the monotheistic 
nature of this world and on a smaller, yet no lesser of a, level 
it is how he helped heal the downtrodden and sickly among 
him. The “precious pearls on his neck” was his gift of speech. 
It is his empathy; his caring for others; his capacity to help; 
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his capability and concern; those precious stones healed sick 
people for when he showed his concern, when he showed that 
he cared, it helped them as it gave them hope to live once 
more.

A friend was down in the dumps, Avraham encouraged 
him.  Those that couldn’t see the complete picture were 
surely despondent over what they perceived to be an unfair 
world, whereas Avraham was able to speak with, embolden, 
inspire and teach that there is a God, that he loved each and 
every one of them and “Kol d’avid Rachmana l’tav avid”. 
This was what Avraham implicitly understood, lived by, and 
what he imparted to others in order to make sure they go on, 
living life, hopefully happily, for another day. The “sick”- the 
browbeaten, demoralized, and disheartened- would look and 
listen to these precious words of Avraham and feel inspired to 
understand, comprehend, appreciate and recognize that Kol 
d’avid Rachmana l’tav avid. 

Back to the hour in the car outside of Kollel.  
We all get the phone calls. We discuss similar things 

with others. Sometimes, we too are in the position of the one 
who, for all intents and purposes, hold the keys to the other 
person and his life. We sometimes tend to gloss over these 
small opportunities because they happen so often in life. Yet, 
if we would stop for a second, we could come to recognize 
that while these “distractions” seem tedious, dull and dreary 
they are in actuality times when we too could rise to occasion 
to listen, give a kind word, inspire, talk to, discuss through, or 
“just stay quiet and let the guy vent” moments which the other 
person needs so much.

Rabbi Yissocher Frand articulates this idea beautifully 
with a story he had heard about the late Rabbi Shimshon 
Pincus. Rav Pincus was once counseling a couple experiencing 
trouble with their Shalom Bayis (marital harmony). One 
thing that bothered the wife was that the husband did not eat 
anything she prepared for him. When asked why he did so, the 
husband sheepishly said that when he was younger he had not 
taken care of his teeth therefore couldn’t chew the food. Rav 
Pincus heard this and, although he was not a man of means at 
all, gave the man a substantial amount of money to purchase 
dentures. 

When a student of his heard what he did he asked his 
Rebbe, “You barely have enough for your own family. How 
can you afford to pay for someone else’s dental work?” 

“Let me ask you a question,” Rav Pincus responded. 
“If this was my own son and I gave him money, would you 
wonder why I was paying for his dental work?” Obviously the 
student said that he would not ask.

“What is the difference?” said Rav Pincus, “my son, your 
son, the Eibershter’s (God’s) son- it is all the same”

Rabbi Frand concludes by saying that Rav Shimshon 
Pincus felt the bond of every single Jew and he saw no 
difference between paying for his own son’s bills or someone 
else’s. That was how great this man’s devotion to Hashem 
and Klal Yisroel was. It was mixture of his enduring faith and 
using that in the opportunity to help others.  That is the lesson 
of the word “kol”, that is what Avraham stood for, and that is 
what Rav Shimshon Pincus lived with every day of his life. 

   

PARSHAS CHAYA SOROH. OVERCOMING CHALLENGES 
R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

Lizecher Nishmas R’ Eliezer Ben R’ Moshe Schreiber 
Yartzeit Motzei Shabbos- 26 Cheshvan. 

The Parsha begins with the petirah of Soroh Imainu. 
Rashi points out that the Torah mentions Soroh’s petirah 

near the story of Akeidas Yitzhok , because when Soroh was 
told about her son being brought by Avrohom as a sacrifice, 
her soul departed.

This is difficult to understand. Soroh, says the Gemorah, 
was actually on a higher level of nevuah then Avrohom. How 
is it that Avrohom was able to withstand this challenge and 
Soroh wasn’t? 

Actually if you look carefully, Rashi says “when Soroh 
heard her son was going to the Akeida but didn’t get sacrificed 
(“kima’at shlo nishchata”) her soul departed. It would seem 

from Rashi that Soroh passed away from hearing that Yitzchok 
was not slaughtered. Indeed Soroh was in line with Avrohom 
and would have happily given away her only son for the sake 
of Hashem. She was concerned that Yitzchok didn’t share 
those values and perhaps prevented the Akaida. (She didn’t 
know that Hashem told Avrohom not to slaughter him). It was 
this concern and shock that she died from.

The Targum Yonoson says differently than Rashi. The 
Targum says that when Soroh was told by the satan that 
Avrohom had actual slaughtered Yitzchok she cried out in grief 
and died. It would seem that she passed away from the news 
of the actual Akeida, different then Rashi says that it was the 
news that Yitzhok was not slaughtered. 

Perhaps we can suggest a different approach to understand 
why Soroh succumbed to the shock, and Avrohom was able to 
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overcome this Nisoyon. 
The posuk in Boruch SheAmar, which we say each 

morning, states “Boruch Gozer UmiKayaeim”, blessed 
are you Hashem that decrees and fulfills His decrees. The 
previous Sukelener Rebbi ZT”L when in prison for trying 
to help Yiddden, shared a pshat that occurred to him while 
suffering in jail. The word Mikayim is not referring to the 
decree, but rather to the person suffering from the decree. 
We bless Hashem who makes Gzeiros and harsh decrees and 
subsequently is “Mikayam”; He gives us the endurance and 
strength to overcome the decree and to live through it. 

In a similar way, a posuk in Pisukei DiZimra is explained. 
We thank Hashem for giving us “Sheleg KaTzamer”, Snow 
like wool. Why do we compare snow to wool? Here again it 
is explained, Hashem only gives us that much snow as there is 
wool to warm ourselves from the snow. This is an important 
chizuk. We must realize that we have the inner strength to 
overcome any hardships that come our way. Hashem doesn’t 
give any suffering, even deserved, that the person cannot handle. 

With this in mind we can better understand the difference 
between Avrohom and Soroh. Of course Soroh was just as great 
as Avrohom. In certain aspects she was greater than Avrohom. 
Nevertheless, the Nisayon of the Akeida was such a difficult 
Nisoyon that humanly it was not possible to tolerate. It was only 
because Hashem commanded Avrohom to do the Akeida, and 
with that command injected within him the necessary power 
to carry it out, that Avrohom was able to overcome the natural 
human instincts and was able to overcome this Nisoyon. 

Soroh, on the other hand, was never commanded to do 
the Akeida. This was a nisoyon reserved for Avrohom not for 
Soroh. Indeed Soroh wasn’t even told about it, until the Satan 
came along and told her. Since this wasn’t a Nisoyon reserved 
for her, she was left with her own physical powers to deal with 
it. Losing an only son was too difficult to bear. 

We can take this a step further and explain why indeed the 
ten Nisyonos were intended for Avrohom and not for Soroh. 
The Ramban explains that Nisyonos in general are never 
given as a test, but rather are tools to bring out the strength 

and inner power that exist within a person.  This is similar 
to the wind that strengthens the trees that fight to overcome 
the strong gust.  Nisyonos too, are given to allow a person to 
flourish and grow from these challenges. 

The Meforshim explain that the ten Nisyonos that were 
presented to Avrohom were specific challenges in the area 
of Emunah. They were intended to fortify and bring out 
the strength of Avrohom’s strong Emunah, as the Ramban 
explained. It is for this reason that each Nisoyon was a direct 
conflict to something Hashem said. Hashem said “Lech Licha”, 
but when he arrives there is a hunger. He goes to Mitzrayim, 
and when he arrives Soroh is kidnapped. Hashem said you will 
have a nation from Yitzchok, then He says slaughter him. Each 
command is another step to strengthen Avrohom’s unwavering 
Emunah in Hashem. 

Perhaps these Nisyonos, in the area of Emunah, were 
specifically intended for Avrohom who was not born a believer. 
To the contrary until Avrohom was 48, he was surrounded by 
his family of idol worshippers. Therefore Avrohom had to go 
through these ten Nisyionos, specifically in this area of Emuna, 
to bring out his potential and hidden greatness in this area. 

Soroh on the other hand was born a believer. The  
Chidushei HaRim says, this is the meaning of “Kulam Shavim 
LiTova” ; all of Soroh’s 127 years were equally good. This is 
because she was born a believer, so all her years are counted 
equally. Avrohom on the other hand had 48 years behind him, 
before he recognized Hashem. The Chidushei HaRim points 
out fascinatingly, if you take off the 48 years of Avrohom’s 
life of 175 years, you will have 127 – exactly the amount of 
Soroh’s total years. 

We see from here, that every person is born with their own 
specific life challenges. On one hand we must realize that our 
difficulties are given specifically for each individual because 
that’s his area of Aliyah, while others have other challenges 
and other areas they must work on. At the same time we must 
also realize, and take chizuk, that each person is given the 
capabilities and the strength within him to overcome any 
challenge that is set before him. Boruch Gozer UmiKayim. 

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Is dating and selling the same thing?
Anybody that is in business knows the feeling of 

promoting his wares. There is a strong desire to close sales 
and it is because of the strength of that yearning where things 
can get sticky. The positive attributes of a given product take 
center stage while the negative aspects hide behind a sheer 

curtain. The person that is dating finds himself in a similar 
predicament. In an effort to sell himself, he promotes his best 
characteristic, while putting out of sight his less appealing 
facets. He does this all in the hopes of solidifying a match that 
will lead to marriage.

We find in this week’s perasha a tremendous devotion to 
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delineating the details of Yitzchak’s marriage.  Two interesting 
points are observed within the Torah’s conveyance of the story. 
Firstly, Avraham’s instructions are given explicitly for what 
he wants in a match. He leaves nothing to chance and dictates 
specific criteria which he is looking for. The second is with 
regards to the use of a matchmaker by Avraham, who sends 
his trustworthy servant Eliezer to make the arrangement.

Contemporarily we are faced with two interesting 
questions regarding these points. When a single person is 
trying to find a prospective match one may ask - where is the 
line drawn between honesty and concealment in the dating 
game? For example, a man in his late forties is trying to be set 
up with a much younger girl so he doesn’t disclose his age. If 
someone confronts you, because you are his friend, and wants 
to know what his real age is, are you supposed to tell the truth 
even though that will ruin the opportunity of a first date?

Secondly, we find that there are many today which utilize 
dating services as matchmakers, spending exorbitant amounts 
of money in the process. By Judaic standards matching two 
people for marriage is a facilitator for a great mitzvah. Is it 
deemed proper for a matchmaker to charge money for what is 
supposed to be a kindness?

With regards to the first question, it is understandable why 
the concealment of certain information takes hold. A person’s 
main concern is a good first impression and there is no doubt 
that this impression usually can be decisive in determining 
if there will be a second date. So the crux of the matter is to 
be able to assert a positive first impression without making 
it deceiving one. So how do we balance the practical need 
to make a good first impression without negating the Torah 
ideals of honesty and integrity?

By following two basic rules – 1) A common deficiency 
that many people do not mind does not need to be disclosed 
but cannot be deceitfully hidden 2) A true defect must be told 
to the prospective purchaser even if he does not ask, but it is 
permissible to relay it in a delicate way so that the buyer is not 
completely deterred (Rabbi Asher Meir, The Jewish Ethicist 
pgs 80-86).

So if for example a car salesman was trying to sell a 
car with deficient brakes, that would definitely need to be 
disclosed, but the salesman does not have to relay it by saying, 
“You know, this car is a death trap!” Instead, a salesman can 
indicate delicately that the breaks are in need of some repair 
work. Applying this to dating, a person does not have to relay 
that he has a limited education since that could be looked upon 
badly. Yet a person should not wear a college ring giving the 
impression that he has finished college even though he has 

not.
So for most people a difference in age is small and 

would hardly be judged as a real defect. Plus something 
as insignificant as age could deter an otherwise well to do 
match. Yet for others age may be a very important criterion. 
If it is known that this is the case then one must be forthright 
and divulge the information. If that is not the case then in 
the beginning one can be discreet about the subject of age 
without being dishonest. You could say that person is around a 
certain age. You can also try to dodge the question entirely by 
saying something like, “I never pay attention to age”, giving 
an opportunity for the two people to at least go out once. Yet if 
the relationship is getting serious and one is then approached 
about age, the truth should not be withheld.

With regards to the second question, one should know that 
matchmaking is not easy. The Talmud (Sotah 2a, Sanhedrin 
22a) union of two people is as difficult as the splitting of 
the Sea. Even though marriage arraignment is a kindness, it 
does not mean that taking money for it is unethical. In fact 
Choshen Mishpat (185:10) conveys the halachic parameters 
regarding the shadchan (marriage broker). Surveying Jewish 
history we find that the shadchan is a respected figure within 
the community. The reason is because of the great effort and 
care in dealing with the prospects for marriage.

The most important factor for the shadchan is to ensure 
that financial motivation is not the driving force in arranging 
the union of two people. There should be reliability in the 
conveyance of profile information of each person that is being 
set up. Also it is imperative to take into consideration the 
emotional vulnerability of the parties involved. The shadchan 
must be sensitive to the interests of both sides and make that 
the main focal point of the efforts that are expended.

Dating and selling are both acts that require responsible 
communication. It necessitates proper etiquette and moral 
conscientiousness to all parties involved. Avraham, his faithful 
servant Eliezer, Yitzchak, and Rivkah are all examples of the 
epitome of honesty and kindness. They teach us that proper 
conduct is the foundation of every Jew’s religious conviction. 
Even in the face of such personalities as the wicked Lavan, 
they held strong to their moral veracity, not be tempted or 
swayed to falseness and treachery. In our personal endeavors 
whether it is in dating or selling, we must always remember 
that we are the definers of what it means to be Hashem’s 
people.

R’ Aharon Finkelstein
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R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: Dating Advice From Avraham Avinu

Q: Is there anything particular that should be learned out 
of this weeks parsha?
A: The miforshim 1 explain that one should look to analyze, 
scrutinize and glean all the different ideas specified in 
Avraham’s quest to find Yitzchok a wife worthy of becoming 
one of the matriarchs of klal yisroel. As there is no extra 
“stories” in the Torah, which expresses to us that one needs 
to internalize each aspect that is recorded in the first shidduch 
parsha. 2 

Q: What should one take from the text in order to know 
what he should be looking for?
A: We see from the pesukim how one should deal with looking 
for a prospective mate as:

➢	 Eliezer placed emphasis on one thing when looking for 
a shidduch and that was in finding a gomlei chesed 3

➢	 Upon realizing that Rivka’s immediate family was far 
from righteous he still went ahead with the shidduch 
as her midos overshadowed the undesirable nature of 
her kin 4

Q: Are there any qualities that Eliezer did not look for 
when trying to secure a prospective zivug for Yitzchok?
A: There are certain points which seem to have gone 
completely unnoticed by Eliezer and they are:

●	 Money- From the halachic standpoint of a man marrying 
someone else for money it is noted that if the woman has 
a pasul (i.e. chalalah, mamzeres) then all views hold that 
it would be prohibited to marry such a woman. 5 In fact 
the Talmud 6 states that the children of this marriage may 
actually have difficulties later on in life. If, however there 
is no blemish with the lineage of this woman, the Poskim 
dispute its permissibility. While some hold that one may 
marry solely because of money, 7 others mention that if 
otherwise he would have married someone else for other 
qualities aside for her bank account, it would then be 
prohibited to marry this woman. 8 In regards to a woman 
looking to marry a man only because he his financial 
status, the Poskim recommend strengthening one’s 
emunah that Hashem will provide enough sustenance for 
any man that may be a better option for this woman. 9  

(While the halachic synapses has just been listed , the 
hashkafic understanding needs some attention as well. There 
is something fundamentally wrong with the fact that the above 
question needs to be asked. 10 

The fact that there is such an emphasis on finances for parents 
whose children are entering shidduchim  is both appalling and 
borderline shameful. In looking to have our children enter the 
world of responsibility and prioritizing values we are being 
mechanech them that the ideals in life are appended to the 
prestige and clout that comes with wealth and power. How 
unfortunate for our generation that when one states that “they 
did a really good shidduch” he is almost always referring to 
the fact that the other side is well to do. 11 How ridiculous 
it is that people are forced to do over their homes, take on 
unnecessary debt and go into hock all in order to create a 
facade of wealth and hopefully make their child a more 
desirable shidduch prospect. As this raises our kids to see that 
it’s more important to work on one’s home before entering 
marriage...then to work on oneself. If the child were to learn 
that it’s the content of character that makes someone marriage 
worthy as opposed to the content of a savings account it may 
actually reflect itself in their future relationships....specifically 
the one with their spouse.)

●	 Looks-  The Gemarah 12 states quite clearly that it is 
prohibited to marry a woman without  seeing her as if 
one gets married and does not find his spouse attractive 
he will inevitably come to resent her which will breach 
the concept of loving one’s neighbor like oneself. 13 In 
fact Rivka herself was known to be “tov ma’areh me’od” 
but nonetheless this was not Avraham Avinu’s criteria. 
It is important to know that beauty truly is in the eyes 
of the beholder and when looking into a prospective 
shidduch one should in no way thwart or dissuade a child 
from meeting based on their own individual preferences 
14 and idiosyncrasies. 15 As the wisest of all men said 
“sheker hachain v’hevel ha’yofi” (grace is false, beauty 
is vain) 16 that one should understand that while Hashem 
created the world with this dynamic by no means should 
the emphasis and energies be placed solely upon this 
component.

(what has become the social norm is for the boys to request 
pictures to take a look-see if the prospective mate is up to 
their standards. Aside for the obvious breach in tzniyus that 
is involved 17 this further dissipates the chances for the match 
to come through. The reason being that unless everything on 
this photo clicks one may possibly discount his future mate 
in search for the perfect find. Prior to this addition on the 
resumes many would meet a possible mate and allow the 
whole personality to present itself thereby making a much 
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more balanced decision as to whether or not the match should 
continue as opposed to a quick glance of a picture taken by 
some-one’s iPhone.) 

●	 Lineage- There is no question that yichus is something 
to be appreciated and admired as in general we do live 
off the laurels of our  ancestors. One need not go further 
then our Shemonai Esrai to see that we are clearly living 
off the merit of our forefathers. As Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
emphatically states notzer chesed l’alafim (Hashem will 
pay back kindness for at least 2000 generations from the 
one’s who do good). 18 In fact that Gemara in Ta’anis 19 
states that it is worthy to get married to someone from a 
notable family as that will assure you that your children 
will be raised well. However, this too needs to be 
understood in moderation. As mentioned above, Eliezer 
brought back Yitzchok Avinu’s zivug from a family that 
worshiped idols who’s head of the family tried to poison 
him , clearly not the stature and yichus that would be 
expected of someone of Avraham Avinu’s caliber. If our 
patriarch was not concerned what the neighbors will say 
when the word of the engagement gets out then neither 
should we.

●	 Age- There was a very large age gap between Yitzchok 
and Rivka. Nonetheless this did not stop the shidduch 
from going through as there was an emphasis on 
who they were not when they were born. Aside for 
the fact that it is obvious from numerous excerpts of 
Gemara 20 that marrying an older girl is ideal, 21 the 
contemporary Poskim mention that from both a halachic 
22 and kabbalistic standpoint one need not be concerned 
about age when doing a shidduch. 23 It is therefore not 
recommended to push away one’s possible bashert merely 
because of a few year  (In fact probably the biggest 
impediment to the “Shidduch crises” of contemporary 
times is that it is within our culture to have the boy marry 
a girl who is a few years his junior. [An obvious problem 
that results is a certain amount of boys from the class 
of i.e.1990 are meeting a much higher concentration of 
girls from the class of i.e.1995 (this is statistically due 
to a population increase). This results in there being a 
significant quantitative difference between the amount of 
boys and girls that are being set up to meet each other, 
as it ends up that there are seemingly being more girls 
then boys.] 24 The only practical response to this would 

be to have people of stature encourage the boys to seek a 
spouse who is of the same age or older. Bochurim should 
be inspired by the Chofetz Chaim, R’ Shamshon Rephael 
Hirsh and the Chazon Ish all of whom married a girl 
that was older then them, without any qualms. 25 In fact 
recently R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlita gave forth a special 
b’racha to all the shidduchim that end up in marriage in 
where the girl is older then the boy.

●	 The need for a Dating Coach- We note how Eliezer 
was directed by Avraham in regards to what he should be 
looking for and that there was a certain algorithm as to 
how one should go upon choosing a mate. It is important 
for singles to realize that having a coach/mentor/friend/
Rabbi/Rebbetzin/counselor/therapist etc. to bounce 
things off in an objective and pressure-free 26 setting is 
many times paramount in finding one’s way through the 
dating maze. 

(what is not recommended however is confiding with the  
many friends who are in the same arena of dating as they 
are. As aside for the obvious jealousies and hard feelings that 
may distort a friends advice there is an incredibly voyeuristic 
atmosphere that has been created with singles discussing, by 
name, those who they are dating or have dated in the past. A 
person’s relationships, past or present, are inherently private 
and should be kept that way. The fact that boys and girls 
are throwing around names amongst each other only has a 
detrimental affect on the any positive feeling that may have 
been engendered had a particular person been mentioned by 
someone who not in the “dating game” him/herself. As even 
though one person had a bad dating experience with another 
this does not mean that he/she can’t connect to their friend/
roommate/classmate etc. Therefore limiting the sharing of 
one’s experiences to a certain particular, preferably married, 
mentor would be the most conducive to finding clarity in a 
sometimes complicated area.)   
 
●	 Stature of Matchmaker- Our holy forefather ended up 

going through with the shidduch for his son in light of the 
fact that it was suggested by a Canaanite servant of his. 
Apparently it wasn’t who was “redding” the shidduch that 
mattered but rather whether or not the girl was right for his 
son that took on all the importance. One can derive from 
this that all suggestions must be taken into consideration 
regardless of whom the suggestion comes from. This 
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as anybody can mention an idea to a prospective mate or their 
parents irregardless of profession, personality, charisma, sales 
experience or anything else that people mistakenly feel are 
necessary to follow a shidduch through. Even children should 
not shy away from making a suggestion 1 as there have been 
many a match made by adolescents and younger that have b”h 
come to fruition.

(One is especially encouraged to try to set people up as 
there is really no experience at all required other then the 
knowledge of two potential people who may end up working 
out together. In fact there are those who claim that one of 
the three main questions that will be asked after 120 years is 
“asakta b’piryah v’rivyah” which means “were you involved 
in the increase of population” is referring to whether or not 
one was involved in making shidduchim. Considering the 
medrash states that since the beginning of creation Hashem 
has been busy making shidduchim it is apparently something 
of lofty stature.)

Q: In summation, what dating advice can one take from 
Yitzchok and Rivka towards allowing us to move forward 
in our current shidduch crises?

A: As mentioned above the one and only dynamic that was 
necessary for Rivka to display in order to become one of the 
matriarchs of all of Klal Yisroel was her exceptional midos 
that outshone all other peripheral detriments. May we all 
be able to follow in the footsteps of Avraham Avinu when it 
comes to finding shidduchim for our children and be able to 
disregard the potential shidduch’s

➢	 financial position 2

➢	 power ranking
➢	 familial “yichus” status 
➢	 external aesthetics 
➢	 specific month and/or year on his/her birth certificate
➢	 particular matchmaker

and be able to focus on the one thing that truly matters in 
marriage which is the prospective mates ability to be;

➢	 kind
➢	 caring
➢	 sensitive
➢	 flexible
➢	 giving
➢	 good natured
➢	 compassionate

➢	 emotionally healthy
thereby allowing for midos to dictate our decisions just as 
they did for our forefathers. 

FOOTNOTES

1. Specifically Rabbainu Bachyai
2. See Sefer Atarah L’melech pg. 26 Matza Ishah Matza Tov
3. Bereishis 24:14
4. Ibid. 24:31
5. Rama Even Ha’ezer 2:1
6. Kiddushin 70a
7. See Rama Ibid. who brings the Sh”ut Rivash:15. His teshuvah 

deals with a very young man marrying a very old wealthy 
woman in light of the fact that she will be unable to mother a 
family.

8. Gra E.H. 2:6, see Teshuvos V’Hanhagos 3:390
9. Igros Moshe 4:118
10. Albeit tongue in cheek
11. This is not to ch”v’shlm state that wealth is a disadvantage. It 

can be used appropriately especially when the boy is unable to 
make a living (i.e. is of kollel material and wants to start out 
learning or is still attending college/university/classes to learn 
a certain profession and may need many more years until he is 
able to secure a salary etc.). What is being discouraged is how 
this makes a prospect better then the next.

12. 41a
13. Vayikra 19
14. Obviously this is within reason as if the parent knows that 

their child has certain sensitivities then by all means should 
decipher accordingly. What happens many times however is 
that the boy sells himself short by not agreeing to meet someone 
who doesn’t mimic a Hollywood icon as there is much more 
to himself then he realizes as there is a possibility for him to 
connect in many different ways, specifically a more sublime 
and profound fashion then just by what he sees but must allow 
himself to get to know the true person.

15. In being asked questions about the physical features of 
prospective mates it at times sounds like you are being 
interviewed by a talent agency as opposed to a mother looking 
to have her child get married

16. Mishlei 31:30
17. when R’ Chaim Kanievsky heard of this practice he was 

completely appalled at how our society has come to posting up   
pictures of b’nos yisroel for all to see. Checking out possible 
dates via face-book, instagram or other forms of social media  
is not something that one can assume would have Rabbinic 
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PARSHAS CHAYEI SORAH
Rabbi Avraham Greenwald

This week’s parshah spends a lot of time on two incidents. 
After discussing Eliezer’s trip to find a wife for Yitzchak 

in detail, the Torah records the entire episode again as repeated 
by Eliezer. Yafah sichasan shel avdei avos yoser mitorasan 
shel banim. Many halachos are learned from just the point of 
the yud, but here the Torah uses a tremendous amount of ink to 
teach us the proper way to act. We have a lot to learn from the 
dealings of even the servants of our Avos. Immediately before 
this incident, the Torah spends a lot of time on yet another 
incident. The Torah records in great detail the negotiations 
between Avrohom and Efron along with the Bnei Cheis. After 
passing the test of Akeidas Yitzchak, Avrohom was confronted 
with the passing of his wife and the trouble of finding a proper 
burial place. This after being promised by Hashem that He 
would give him the Land. Avrohom rises to the challenge 
and deals with the situation appropriately. Nevertheless, the 
Torah’s stress on this event seem disproportionate. It would 

seem that this event is a very significant one and, indeed, as 
we will see, it was.

The Midrash tells us: Much ink was spilled and many 
quills were broken in writing the Bnei Cheis ten times. 
These ten times correspond to the Aseres HaDibros. The 
Midrash seem to be complimenting the Bnei Cheis for being 
involved in this transaction (see Rabbeinu Bachya, end of ch. 
23).  However, others say that the Torah mentions them ten 
times to show us the challenges they put forth to the sale and 
how Avrohom stood his ground on account of the importance 
of this purchase.

The significance of this purchase is further demonstrated 
from the following: Avrohom decides it is time to find 
Yitzchak a wife. The future of Klal Yisrael depends on this 
shidduch. Nevertheless, he does not go himself, but relies on 
his faithful servant, Eliezer. Yes, he makes him swear and he 
is quite convinced that he can rely on him, but at the end of the 

R’ Heshy Kahan

confirmation either.
18. See Rashi in Makos 23a d”h sh’tinosein who explains that 

Hashem will pay back zchusim at least 2000 generations and 
very possibly even more

19. 31a
20. See Kiddushin 31, Meilah 7a, Baba Metzia 84
21. Raish Lakosh was younger then R’ Yochanon’s sister who later 

became his wife
22. See Kuntros Hamivakshai Torah Choberes 25 who brings R’ 

Yakov Hillel Shlita’s proofs to this concept of marrying an 
older woman from Yocheved and Amram, Miriam and Kaleiv 
and the whole concept of Yibum

23. See Kuntros Hamivakshai Torah Choberes 25 who brings R’ 
Yakov Hillel Shlita’s proofs to this concept of marrying an 
older woman from Yocheved and Amram, Miriam and Kaleiv 
and the whole concept of Yibum

24. This is proved by the fact that in Chassidic circles it is quite the 
opposite. What is the norm is the boy looking to get married to 
a girl who is one or two years older then him. Hence the girl has 
the “list”, as the same population increase  would apply here 
as well.

25. In fact R’ Shamshon Rephael Hirsh was quoted to say “what 
I’d like to accomplish in my life I need the maturity of an older 
girl to realize”

26. Many times parents are not able to be entirely objective when 
discussing dating with their kids and can many times   pressure 
them to move forward with something that may not be in the 
best interests of their children. As the intensity of “you’re not 
getting any younger” coupled with the current crises may force 
parents to instill a certain sense of urgency that may hinder 
allowing a relationship to take it’s natural course. That being 
said, if parents suspect that something doesn’t seem right and 
may be overlooked by a star struck child then it would be most 
wise to intervene accordingly as there is nothing that can quite 
mimic the gut feeling parents get when something seems just 
“off”.

27. Obviously it would be wise to have an adult follow the shidduch 
through, specifically the intricacies of finances etc., nonetheless 
no idea should go unnoticed

28. May we iy”h all come to the point where  we are able to look 
past the superficiality that the glitz and glamor blind us with and 
be able to see the young adult and his/her family for who they 
are, irregardless of their financial standings. It is this way that 
iy”h all boys and girls, even those not of means, will be able to 
navigate the shidduch parshah with ease and comfort barren of 
any shame or embarrassment of their financial standing
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day, it was Eliezer, not Avrohom, who went on this mission. 
On the other hand, Avrohom gets back from a long trip and is 
confronted with the death of Sarah. Call the chevrah kadisha. 
Or, at least, ask your faithful servant to negotiate with Efron. 
Eliezer took care of Avrohom’s estate. So why not take care 
of this? Avrohom did not want Eliezer to deal with this. This 
he wanted for himself.

Pirkei D’R’ Eliezer (ch. 36) tells us that Efron and the 
Bnei Ches knew that eventually Klal Yisrael would come to 
conquer Eretz Yisrael. They therefore did not agree to sell the 
land to Avrohom until he swore that he would not conquer the 
Yevusi land (Yerushalayim). This agreement caused a great 
delay in our building the Beis HaMikdash in Yerushalayim. 
In fact, after entering Eretz Yisrael, we waited hundreds of 
years to build the Beis HaMikdash; and even after Dovid was 
king, he understood this problem and finally figured out a 
way to deal with it, after which he purchased the land from 
Arvanah the Yevusite. Why did Avrohom make such a big 
deal? Avrohom knew the importance of Yerushalayim. After 
the akeidah, he himself called the mountain Hashem yireh, 
referring to Hashem resting His Shechinah on that mountain. 
And yet he was willing to delay the building of the Beis 
HaMIkdash on that spot, so that he could acquire this land!

Avrohom had been promised this Land. Hashem told him 
that his children would return here, but He also told him that I 
am giving this land to you. Our first true acquisition of Eretz 
Yisrael was the Me’aras HaMachpeilah in Chevron. This was 
our foot in the door. The process of living in Eretz Yisrael 
began with this purchase (Ibn Ezra). The entire land was 
promised to Avrohom, but the first piece that he purchased was 
the Me’aras HaMachpeilah (Rabbeinu Bachya). Kedushas 
Eretz Yisrael began with this purchase. Avrohom was not 
going to allow Eliezer to deal with this transaction. Building 
the Beis HamIkdash in Yerushalayim may be delayed, but the 
process of kedushas ha’aretz must begin. 

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (21b) tells us that the Torah 
could have been given through Ezra. The Gemara backs up 
this assertion with the following pesukim: With regard to 
Moshe, the pasuk says: And Moshe went up to Hashem; with 
regard to Ezra, the pasuk also says he went up – He went up 
from Bavel… The common pesukim show us that the Torah 
could have been given through Ezra. What does the Gemara 
mean? The pasuk regarding Moshe discusses his ascension to 
Har Sinai to receive the Torah, but the pasuk regarding Ezra 
concerns his ascension from Bavel to Eretz Yisrael with the 
Second Temple exiles! The answer is that going up and taking 
hold of Eretz Yisrael affords a great spiritual opportunity 

– a great spiritual ascension – as great as the ascension for 
receiving the Torah itself. This is what the Midrash quoted 
earlier means as well. This first purchase in Eretz Yisrael was 
the seed for tremendous spiritual growth – one that is equated 
with receiving the Torah. The same is true for the purchase of 
the makom hamikdash, which Dovid bought from Arvanah the 
Yevusite. Rabbeinu Bachya points out that there too Arnan is 
mentioned 10 times – corresponding to the Aseres HaDibros.

The Midrash (79:7) tells us that although we conquered the 
entire Eretz Yisrael, there are three places which we purchased 
publically: Mearas Hamachpeila, Yaakov’s purchase from 
Shechem, which was later used for Yosef’s burial and where 
Har Gerizim and Har Eival stood, and Har Hamoriah, 
purchased by Dovid. Since we purchased these places fair 
and square, says the Midrash, the other nations cannot hassle 
us that we do not belong there! These three places are the 
foundation of kedushas Eretz Yisrael. We know within our 
hearts that they cannot hassle us, but they subconsciously 
understand the inherent kedushah and specifically bother us 
with regard to these three places. The Chasam Sofer explains 
that these three places represent the three foundations of 
the world. Mearas hamachpeila is in Chevron, purchased 
by Avrohom. Avrohom is chesed. He did chesed shel emes 
for his wife. The name Chevron has the root of chaver. Har 
Hamoriah is where Yitzchak was taken to be offered to 
Hashem, Avodah. Yitzchak is Avodah; the Beis HaMikdash is 
the makom avodah. And, finally, the place of Har Gerizim and 
Har Eival is where we accepted the Torah with an alah. It was 
purchased by Yaakov, who represents Torah.

We have seen how crucial this purchase was, but we are 
left wondering why Avrohom decided that his first and only 
public purchase should be for the dead and not for the living? 
Perhaps, Avrohom’s first purchase teaches us an important 
lesson. Avrohom taught us that the benefit of Eretz Yisrael 
is spiritual. It is where we can enjoy a special connection 
and relationship with Hashem. If he would have bought for 
the living, the impression would be that we need a Jewish 
homeland – perhaps, another land would have been okay as 
well. Avrohom specifically bought a burial plot to show that 
our connection is spiritual. A dead man has no physical need 
for the land. The benefit he has is only spiritual. Avrohom 
taught us that when we continue our acquisition of Eretz 
Yisrael and actually take it over, we should remember why 
we are there. We are not there to be a nation like any other. We 
are there to build a relationship with Hashem.

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
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