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Now You Know 
Beginning with Rosh Chodesh Elul, 

says the Shulchan Aruch, we start 

saying Selichos, prayers of 
penitence. 

The Rem”a comments that the 

Ashkenazic custom is to begin 

Selichos later, before Rosh 

HaShana, but to begin blowing the 
Shofar on the first day of Elul. 

The Mishna Berura explains: On this 

day, Moshe went up Mount Sinai 

again to accept the second set of 

tablets after HaShem forgave the 

Jews for the sin of the Golden Calf, 
and the shofar was blown. 

The blowing was to say, “Moshe 

went up the mountain, do not stray 

after idols again!” Therefore, we too 
blow the shofar during Elul. 

He then says there is a hint to Elul 

in the verse, “Ani L’dodi v’dodi li,” I 

am devoted to my Beloved and He 

is greatly devoted to me.” The first 
letters spell out Elul. 

This fits with the fact that in our 

Parsha, the false prophet trying to 

get people to worship other gods is 
called a test of our love of HaShem. 

One who serves HaShem out of 

reverence may fall prey to logical 
arguments in favor of idolatry. 

Only one who truly loves HaShem 

will never abandon Him no matter 

what signs or reasons are given. 

Thought of the week: 
People are always watching 
you. Never forget you're 
wearing G-d’s face. 

  (XY:GY OYRBD) „...WPA IWRXM ÂH BWwY IEML ORXH IM HMWAM VDYB QBDY ALW‰ 
“And nothing of the banned property shall cling to your hand, so the L-rd might 
turn away from His angry countenance and grant you mercy...”  (Deut. 13:18) 

Parshas R’eh places much emphasis on the evils of Avodah Zara, serving a god other 
than HaShem. Those who serve idolatry, or entice others to it, must be eradicated. 
From the false prophet who uses signs and wonders to convince people to turn from 
HaShem to other powers, to the town which has a few people convincing the rest to 
follow them away from G-d, the punishment is to be swift and severe. 

Death is the only appropriate punishment for these people because they acted as 
murderers, or even worse, by pulling people away from life both in this world and the 
next as they directed them away from HaShem and His Torah, the source of eternal life 
and growth. 

In this verse, the Torah deals with a town that had been convinced to serve other gods. 
The town becomes an ‘ir hanidachas,’ a city which is to be wiped out. Everything in it 
must be burned and the rubble and ruins of it shall lie untouched as a memorial to what 
took place there and how egregious the sin was. 

We are commanded that everything must be destroyed, and we are not to take any of 
the gold or silver or other valuables from the town for our own purposes, even to use to 
serve HaShem. We must be so careful to remain pristine, says the Chizkuni, lest it 
appear that our intention in destroying the city was to benefit from its spoils. 

When one acts in the name of Heaven, he must be very careful to avoid anything that 
looks untoward. Were we to take from the spoils of the Ir Hanidachas, it would appear 
that their sin was not so bad, but that the Rabbis were money-hungry and looking for 
opportunities to accrue wealth. The chillul HaShem this would create would be similar 
to the worship of Avoda Zara, by diminishing the respect of HaShem. 

The phrase of something “clinging” to the hand conveys that even the tiniest 
unintentional appearance of impropriety can ruin the effect of the testimony the 
destruction of the city is supposed to be. We are therefore warned to be vigilant. 

By doing so, and concerning ourselves with HaShem’s honor, we win His mercy. Even 
if we have not been perfect, but we conduct ourselves in a manner that shows we are 
thoughtful and sensitive to how people perceive the Al-mighty, we will be forgiven 
because we place His honor before our own, and His benefit before ours. In turn, He 
shows us mercy because the relationship becomes that much more precious when 
each party makes efforts on behalf of the other. 

A fellow went into his bank to cash a check. He was a regular there, and with his long 
beard and yarmulke he was quite memorable. However, today he had forgotten his ID. 

The teller was about to refuse his request when a manager told her it was OK to take care 
of him as she could identify him. 

As he was leaving, he stopped to ask the manager how she remembered his name.  

“I didn’t remember your name,” she said, “but whenever you come in and I ask how you’re 
doing, you give a big smile and say, “Thank G-d, I’m well.” Someone who always thinks 
about G-d like that is someone I know can be trusted.” 

©2016 – J. Gewirtz 

H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW  H‰E RZEYLA ÂR RBXH TB IYYRB HQBRW      , HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,, HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw ,    ISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰ELISYN LARsY ÂR TB ABYL N‰EL    
LXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY WLXR TB OYRML HMYLw HAWPR TWKZL U‰XLDBY W    

LRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBLRES ÂYX TB HBWU HKRBW W W W HAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,HAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,HAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,HAL IB QZYYA QXCY ,RTSA HYXRTSA HYXRTSA HYXRTSA HYX    IB BQEY YwYBAIB BQEY YwYBAIB BQEY YwYBAIB BQEY YwYBA    
    

E-mail Subscribe to info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 

Mazel Tov to  

Rabbi and Mrs. Dovid 

Lewin  
of Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel 

on the birth of a baby boy! 
May you have much Yiddishe 

nachas from your entire family! 

 

You can make a 

Kiddush HaShem! 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   

E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


