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1. This Sidra continues the Laws of Tsoraas and describes the procedure of Taharoh of the 

person stricken with Tsoraas.  When the marks on the afflicted person’s skin begin to 

disappear, the Kohen goes out to the person’s place of isolation to ascertain that the 

Tsoraas has in fact healed. 

2. The procedure of Taharoh of a Metsorah (that is, a person stricken with Tsoraas) is highly 

symbolic and by our careful study of all the laws we are able to gain an understanding of 

the lessons of Tsoraas, the better to know how HaShem wants us to live our lives in full 

harmony and real fulfilment. 

3. The Metsorah is commanded to take two Kosher birds (that is, birds of a Kosher species) a 

piece of cedar wood and a bundle of Ayzov (possibly hyssop) together with a tongue of 

scarlet wool.   

4. The constant twittering and chirruping of the birds is to remind the Metsorah that his 

affliction was due to his speaking disparagingly about others, that he did not control his 

speech but spoke Loshon HoRa.  The cedar, being a very tall tree, serves as a reminder that 

Tsoraas comes upon those who hold themselves aloof and are haughty.  Such people think 

that others are less than themselves and that it doesn’t matter that their feelings are hurt 

by being spoken about maliciously.  The Ayzov, on the other hand, is a small plant and 

reminds the Metsorah to be humble.  The lesson of humility is reinforced by the colour of 

the scarlet tongue of wool, for the dye is obtained from a lowly worm.  The birds taken for 

the Metsorah are of a type that cannot be domesticated: the first bird is slaughtered over a 

newly-made earthenware vessel containing water taken from a constant wellspring.  

Immediately after its slaughter it is buried (for it is forbidden to derive any benefit from it) 

signifying that such anti-social and destructive instincts as shown by the Metsorah must 

be laid low completely if a person is to be a member of the harmonious Jewish society that 

the Torah intends.  The second bird is sent away from the City, symbolically teaching that 

there is no place in our society for those with a loose tongue or who conduct themselves 

in an anti-social manner — this bird is sent away from our midst.   

5. The piece of cedar wood, the Ayzov and the tongue of wool are tied into a bundle (using 

the long end of the tongue of scarlet wool) and, together with the live bird, are dipped into 

the spring water (which has in it some of the blood of the slaughtered bird) and some of 

this water is sprinkled upon the Metsorah.  All this brings forcibly to the mind of the 

Metsorah how all of life (represented by the spring-water mingled with the life-blood of the 

slaughtered bird) ranging from the lowest plant life (represented by the Ayzov) to the 

highest (the cedar) and from the smallest animal (the red dye obtained from the worm) to 

Man himself, and all the animals that are within his service (the wool from the 

domesticated sheep) indeed, even that which is not alive but is inorganic (the new, 

specially-made earthenware vessel) — all of it, is to be lived and utilized in accordance 

with HaShem’s Law of social harmony. 
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6. The Metsorah may now rejoin the social community again — but only to an extent.  For 

although he is re-admitted from his state of excommunication, he must nevertheless 

remain, to a degree, outside of his own home (family life is forbidden to him) for he is still 

barred from the Mikdash of HaShem.  As long as his Taharoh process is not completed, he 

is excluded from the Mikdash, and so long is he denied the full enjoyment of a warm and 

affectionate homecoming.  For he who would undermine the well-being of the happy 

home of his neighbour by his evil tongue or anti-social behaviour cannot be allowed to 

settle quietly into his own home.  Only when he has mended his ways and also achieved 

atonement from HaShem for the discord and harm he has brought upon others does the 

Mikdash open its gates to him and then the door to his own home opens to him, too. 

7. On the seventh day all his hair must be shaved off again (it is shaved off the first time at 

the beginning of the Taharoh process) he must again wash his clothes, and then immerse 

himself again in the Mikveh.  (Hair represents the protection of the skin from exposure to 

the outer world: let the Metsorah now resolve to give up his selfish, uncaring attitude to 

others and learn to feel more sensitive about their feelings just as he too now feels exposed 

and unprotected.  And he washes his clothes, that other symbol of Man’s protection from 

the outside, and symbolically thus washes away the isolating shell of selfishness in which 

he used to wrap himself, and he purifies himself in the Mikveh Taharoh.) 

8. Having thus prepared himself to re-enter the community of HaShem’s People, he brings 

his Korbonnos on the eighth day.  The whole process of Taharoh completed as HaShem 

commands, HaShem grants him atonement and he is again admitted to the Mikdash, a 

reborn person, properly aware of his responsibilities towards others and appreciative of his 

high calling as a member of HaShem’s holy Nation. 

9. The Sidra continues with the Taharoh process for a house (in reality, that is, for the 

family) that had Tsoraas, and there follow some laws concerning other forms of Tum’oh of 

the person, and how Taharoh is to be achieved in those cases. 

10. In this Sidra are given also some of the Laws of Family Purity.  By observing these Laws of 

Holiness, which are the very foundation upon which the Jewish Nation is built, we sanctify 

our homes and families and bring upon them and all future generations of Jewish children 

the blessing and serene joy of HaShem’s grace and goodness.  These laws are of such 

paramount importance to the Jewish People that a community must sell its only Sefer 

Torah if this is the only way it can pay for the building of a Mikveh Taharoh.  For it is the 

Mikveh that HaShem, in His Infinite Wisdom, has decreed to be absolutely fundamental to 

Taharoh.  Only by carefully observing these Laws of Family Purity in all their details can 

the Jewish home become a miniature Mikdash to the Holy One, blessed be He, and 

become a worthy dwelling-place for His Divine Presence.  The fortunate members of such 

a household blessed of HaShem are able to appreciate and enjoy HaShem’s greatest 

blessings of true happiness and spiritual joy and harmony as no other people on earth. 

 

For the explanation of the Haftorah of Sidra   מצורע  please go to HAFTORAHS. 
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This week’s Haftorah is taken from the second Book of Melochim, 
from Chapter 7 verse 3 till verse 20. 

This is always the Haftorah of Sidra   מצורע , �

whether Sidra  מצורע  is read together with Sidra  תזריע  or not. 

 

1. This Haftorah is really a continuation of the events reported in last week’s Haftorah 
of Sidra תזריע.  (Please refer to it.)  Both of these Haftoras speak of Tsoraas (for an 
explanation of what Tsoraas is, please see SIDRA OF THE WEEK : תזריע) and that is 
the connexion with these Sidras which teach all about Tsoraas.   

2. In last week’s Haftorah, Elisha cured the Tsoraas of Naamon, the Arramean army 
commander-in-chief and this resulted in a great Kiddush HaShem.  So as not to 
belittle the miracle, Elisha had refused to take any gift from Naamon, thus showing 
that Elisha was not some sort of mercenary doctor, and Naamon had left to go back 
to his country.  On that note, the Haftorah ended.   

3. But that wasn’t the end of the episode, by any means.  For after Naamon had left, 
Gaychazi, Elisha’s factotum, had run after Naaman and lied to him saying that 
Elisha had sent him to ask for something after all.  Gaychazi and his three sons had 
then secreted these goods away.  But Elisha, prophet that he is, knows all about it 
and when Gaychazi returns, Elisha is angry at the Chillul HaShem that Gaychazi 
has made and he condemns him, together with his accomplice sons, to suffer the 
Tsoraas of Naamon forever.  Immediately, Gaychazi and his sons are afflicted with 
Tsoraas and, in keeping with the Torah law of Tsoraas, they have to remove 
themselves from the town and live outside the walls in isolation.  This is where we 
find them at the opening verses of our Haftorah. 

4. Even a Metsorah (that is, someone stricken with Tsoraas) has to eat, and it would 
usually fall upon his family to bring out to him food and his other needs and 
requirements.  But the city of Shomron is under siege by the Arrameans 
(unfortunately, their king, Ben-Haddad, did not have the same reverence for the 
Jewish People that Naamon, his army chief, had) and there is a cruel hunger in the 
town, tragically leading even to some horrific cases of cannibalism.  There is no food 
for anybody, let alone for the four Metsoro’im and in any case there is no way that 
anyone can break out from the besieged town to bring them any food there might 
have been.   

5. The four Metsoro’im come to the conclusion that they might as well give 
themselves up into the hands of the besieging army of Arram.  “Staying here is not 
an option: we will die of starvation.  If we give ourselves up to the Arrameans and 
they kill us, well, we’d have died of starvation anyhow.  On the other hand, they 
might give us some food.  So we’ve got nothing to lose and everything to gain!”   
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6. They make their way down to the Arramean camp and are surprised that they are 
not challenged by any sentries.  All is deserted.  The animals are tethered but there is 
not even a single human being in the whole camp.  They quickly feed themselves on 
the food there and then go from one tent to the other, completely mystified, taking 
away gold and silver and clothes and armour.  They can’t believe their eyes. 

7. Unbeknown to Gaychazi and his sons, HaShem had brought upon the Arrameans 
the sound of a great army of men and cavalry and He had put it into their heads that 
the Israelite king had hired a vast mercenary army to come to his aid.  As a result, 
the Arrameans had fled on foot in a mad panic, strewing their belongings as they 
ran, abandoning their camp with all its plentiful food supplies.   

8. Having eaten their fill, the four Metsoro’im decide that it would be wrong not to 
inform the townspeople of Shomron.  They come up to the city walls and call out to 
the gatekeeper what they have seen.  He hurries to the king’s palace to relay the 
news.  The king, unbelieving cynic that he was, ever-so-cleverly interprets the 
events as he understands them.  “I’ll tell you what has happened.  The king of Arram 
has taken his men out of the camp so that it appears as if they have fled, but they 
are hiding in the forests.  As soon as we will come down to their camp, they will 
attack and be able to gain access to our undefended city!  It’s a trick as old as the 
hills!”  But one of his courtiers advises that even though they cannot afford the men 
nor the horses, they should send a small troop to check things out.   

9. The day before, king Yehorom had been walking about the besieged town trying to 
give encouragement to his people to hold on.  A woman had approached him and 
asked him to adjudicate in a heartrending case of unfair cannibalism.  When he had 
heard the details of the case, he was horrified.  But instead of turning to HaShem in 
repentance, he took it into his head to try to kill Elisha, “because he could end all 
this if he but prayed to G-d, and he doesn’t!”  When the king had confronted Elisha 
a short time later, Elisha detected in the king, despite his defiant bravado, the 
beginnings of a return to HaShem.  (Under his royal robes, he had noticed, the king 
was wearing sackcloth.)  Because of these stirrings of Teshuvah, and because of the 
earnest prayers of the people, HaShem told Elisha that he was going to end the siege 
and bring food to His people.  Elisha was to tell the king that, “Tomorrow, a se’ah of 
wheat (about six kilos) will be bought for a single shekel and two se’ah of barley for 
the same!”  Standing with the king just then was an officer who scoffed out loud at 
the preposterousness of this prediction.  “Bah!  Even if G-d was to open skylights in 
the heavens and pour grain down from the sky, it is impossible for this to be!”  
Quick as a shot, Elisha had told him, “And you, sir, will see it with your very eyes 
but will never get any of it to eat!”  That was yesterday. 

10. The men return.  There is no trick.  The Arrameans have indeed fled — and have 
abandoned a huge amount of food and supplies.  As soon as it becomes clear that 
there is food, there is a mad rush for the city gates and the people stream out of the 
town to grab what they can.  The king, concerned that there should not be a 
stampede which could be dangerous, posted that officer at the gate.  But he was 
trampled underfoot by the wild people — the only casualty in the whole mad rush.  
Just as Elisha had said. 
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This Haftorah is taken from Sefer Malachi 
(one of the shorter Books of the Prophets which make up “The Twelve”) 

Chapter 3, verses 4 — 24. 

Most communities read this Haftorah on the Shabbos before Pessach, 
whatever the date in Nissan that Shabbos is. 

 Besides the Haftorah of “Mochor Chodesh,” this Shabbos is unusual in that it is the only 
Shabbos in the year which has a special Haftorah but not a special Maftir. 

According to some customs, this Haftorah is read only if Erev Pessach falls to be 
 on the Shabbos and in those years when Erev Pessach is not on Shabbos, 

 the regular Haftorah is read. 
 

1. The Shabbos immediately before Pessach is called “the Great Shabbos,” and this is one 

reason why.  A few days before we were due to leave Egypt, we followed the instructions of 

Mosheh our Teacher and each family group took for itself a lamb — an animal sacred to 

the Egyptians — and tethered it to the bed (generally the heaviest item of furniture in the 

house) for the purpose of ascertaining that it had no blemish and was fit to be used as the 

Korban Pessach.  When the Egyptians asked what we were doing with these animals, we 

told them clearly and fearlessly that we were commanded by HaShem to slaughter them 

and roast them over a fire and eat them up — and the Egyptians were helpless to do 

anything about it.  This happened on the Shabbos before we left Egypt and it 

demonstrated very clearly that we were free and no longer under the control of the 

Egyptians.  Our Deliverance from Egypt had started.  Hence, this Shabbos is called “the 

Great Shabbos.” 

2. The Haftorah of Shabbos HaGoddol has no real connexion with the Sidra of the Week nor 

with the events of Pessach.  Nevertheless, there are two topics in the Haftorah which can 

be said to be associated with Pessach and with this time of year, as follows.   

3. The Novvi Malachi is the last of the Nevi’im who proclaimed a message from HaShem to 

the Jewish People.  As a matter of fact, the name Malachi might very well not be his 

personal name at all — the word simply means “My messenger” — and there is a 

suggestion that Malachi was Ezra.  In any case, Malachi tells of the third Beis HaMikdash 

in the future when only righteous Levi’im and Kohannim will officiate, all the unworthy 

ones having been purged.  At that time (this is where our Haftorah starts) the Divine 
Service of the Beis HaMikdash will once again be pleasant to HaShem as it was in the time 

of the first Beis HaMikdash because the social wrongs will have been put right.  (Divine 

Service in a Beis HaMikdash without justice and righteousness in society is hypocrisy.)   

4. Concerning this time of renewal, Malachi tell us that HaShem Himself will condemn and 

judge the sorcerers who mislead the people and the adulterers and those who swear falsely 
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and the oppressors of the widows and orphans and those who do not fear HaShem and 

harm the defenceless stranger who lives in our midst.  People talk of “changing times” as if 

that legitimizes their going off the path of Torah, warns Malachi.  But HaShem does not 

change nor do His values change and what was forbidden in the past is still forbidden.  

Despite the vociferous protestations and claims of those who try to change the Torah that 

it should fit in with the fads and fashions of the promiscuous permissiveness of the times, 

the so-called New Morality is nothing but the old immorality and Malachi declares that 

these priests and clergy who are disloyal to the noble teachings of the Torah will be held to 

account for misleading themselves and others.   

5. Especially in the matter of Terumoh (the gift of agricultural produce that the Torah 

instructs us to give to the Kohen) and Maaser (a tenth part given to the Levi) Malachi 

challenges the people.  Usually we are not allowed to test HaShem but in this matter of 

Maaser, HaShem says, “Go ahead and test Me!  You bring your Maaser to the distribution 

points for My trusted Torah teachers (the Kohannim and Levi’im were primarily the Torah 

teachers of the Jewish People who were for that reason not given a part in Eretz Yisroel.  

Thus freed from working the Land, they were instead to teach Torah to the entire Jewish 

People, in return for which HaShem ordained that the people shall support them with 

Terumoh and Maaser) and you see if I don’t open the windows of Heaven and empty out 

onto you blessings of wealth and prosperity so much till there will not be sufficient room 

to store it all in your granaries and store houses!”  (Some see in this exhortation a 
connexion with this Shabbos as Pessach is the season for settling outstanding Maaser 
debts.)  

6. Malachi addresses the perennial question of why good things happen to bad people and 

bad things happen to good people and he assures us that HaShem is in charge, taking note 

and keeping careful account of everything.  HaShem sees all and He sees even into the 

heart.  He takes note of those who do not serve him and even discerns between those that 

serve Him and those that serve Him conscientiously, that little bit more, to punish and to 

reward each person according to their just deserts. 

7. Malachi’s final message is remarkable for the way it closes the circle, so to speak, with the 

first and greatest prophet that we ever had.  “Remember the Torah of Mosheh My servant, 

that same Torah that I commanded him on Mount Sinai for the Jewish People for all 

time.”  There will never be another Torah and when the Jewish People come round to 

keeping all the Mitzvos as in days of old, then will they be redeemed from their Exile and 

once again be seen to be HaShem’s special treasure, G-d’s Chosen People.    

8. But before this, says Malachi, before the scores will be settled in HaShem’s awesome Day 

of Judgement, HaShem will send Eliyohu HaNovvi to prepare the world for Teshuvah, 

repentance, and return to HaShem.  In some families, parents will return to HaShem 

through their children and in others the wayward children who have gone off the 

righteous path will be reconciled with their parents, but all will be united to serve HaShem 

with gladness for they will see that the alternative is only destruction and desolation.    

9. Our Chachommim tell us that certain great events leave their mark on the timeline of 

history.  Thus, in the same way that our original redemption from Egypt was in the month 

of Nissan, it is more than likely that the ultimate redemption and the coming of 

Moshi’ach, too, will be in Nissan.  (This is the other connexion of our Haftorah with the 
time of the year.)  May it come about speedily and in our days, Amen.  
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