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          לאה בת שלום יהודה
 

        Kosher pig 
R’ Bachaye, among others, tells us that in the 

future the pig will be Kosher.1 We know that one of the 13 
principles of faith (מאמין אני’s) is that the Torah will not be 
exchanged nor will there be another Torah from the 
Creator- ולא תהא תורה אחרת לא תהא מוחלפת . So how is it that 
in the future the pig will be Kosher if the Torah says it is 
 ?impure ;טמא
  
1) The Pasuk states טמא והוא גרה לא יגר ; doesn’t chew its 
cud. The Ohr Hachaim2 infers that as long as it doesn’t 
chew its cud it is impure. However, in the future it will 
chew its cud thereby becoming permitted to us.  
 
2) R’ Menachem Mendel of Rimanov3 tells us that prior to 
the sin of Adam nothing was טמא. After the sin, many 
species became more physical and it became forbidden 
so that we shouldn’t contaminate ourselves. That is, until 
the future when there will be a great spirit that will be 
showered on all flesh as then even the pig will be pure.   

  
3) The Baal Shem Tov4 says that the Torah is unchanging. 
For the time being, the Torah is clothed in stories such as 
Lavan and Bilaam. In the future, however, we will see 
how Hashem will express Himself differently.5  
 
4) R’ Yeshaya Hertz of Dinov6 (1838 – 1885) writes in his 
Sefer הנותן אמרי שפר one reason why we are forbidden to 
eat that which is טמא is because we are unable to elevate 
the sparks of Kedusha that lie within them and as a result 
it would contaminate us if we would consume them. 
However, at certain times we do have that power. 
Consequently, we can comprehend why Esther ate  קדלי

 the custodian of ,הגי pork7 that she received from ;דחזירי
the maidens. Similarly, in the future we will have this 
power and therefore the pig will be Kosher.  
************************************************ 
         Anger with love  

                                                           
1 R’ Bachaye, Shemini 11:4-7. Ohr Hachaim Shemini 11:7. 
See Chassam Sofer in Toras Moshe, Reeh, s.v. ואת. 
2 Shemini 11:7 
3 Menachem Tzion, Shemini. R’ Menachem Mendel of 
Rimanov (1745–1815) was introduced to Chassidus at the 
age of 11 when he met the Maggid of Mezerich. He was a 
student of the Noam Elimelech as well as R’ Shmelke of 
Nikolsburg. His disciples include R’ Naftoli Ropshitzer and 
the Bnei Yissoschar. 
4 Keser Shem Tov. Taamai Haminhagim, pg 530. 
5 This is what is meant in תורה מאתי תצא (Yeshaya 51:4, See 
Vayikra Rabba 13:3). 
6 He was a Rebbe in Dinov. The Bnei Yissoschar was his 
grandfather. 
7 Megila 13a with Rashi s.v. כתלי 

The Pasuk tells us Moshe got angry at Elazar and 
Isamar by saying why didn’t you eat the Korbon Chatas in 
a holy place since it is קדש קדשים; most holy.8 The Yismach 
Yisrael9 (1853-1910) tells us this anger was rooted in love,10 
as it wasn’t an internal anger. He shows us an allusion to 
this in the words there מדוע לא אכלתם את החטאת במקום הקדש 
as the initials spell מלא אהבה since Moshe was filled with 
love when he got angry.   

 
R’ Yisrael Salanter once came to Kovna and 

found a Torah student bedridden due to illness. He asked 
the people in this person’s shul they don’t take better 
care of him to which they replied their community 
doesn’t have money. He then screamed at them- ‘you 
should have sold the fancy cover of the ארון and used the 
money to help this person.’ Although R’ Yisrael Salanter 
appeared to be angry, someone overheard him whisper 
to himself ‘external anger only, external anger only.’11 
************************************************ 
         Mitzvos give life  
 We are taught that Nadav and Avihu offered a  אש

 foreign fire that was not commanded by Hashem.12 ;זרה
The Sifsei Tzadik13 (1848-1920) explains this is why they 

                                                           
8 10:16-17. See Vayikra Rabba 13:1. 
9 After the father of the Yismach Yisrael- the first Rebbe 
of Alexander Chassidus- died (1828–1894), he refused the 
requests of the Chassidim to become the Rebbe in place 
of his father. The Avnei Nazer told the Chassidim that 
they shouldn’t desist in their pleas until he agrees to 
replace his father. And so during the Shiva, he was 
declared the Rebbe of Alexander. Throughout the entire 
year of mourning for his father he would open his words 
of Torah with something his father said while tears would 
fill his eyes as he trembled. Jews from all over Poland 
came to hear him speak as they knew about the power of 
his Brachos and Tefilos that could bring salvation. The 
wealthy of Poland would turn to him regarding business 
arguments and never question his decision. The 
charitable institutions founded by his father were taken 
care of by him in addition to giving all his own money to 
the poor. He asked his wealthy acquaintances to employ 
his Chassiidim who were in need of Parnassa. He also sent 
a large sum of money to Eretz Yisrael to place a 
headstone on the grave of the Ohr Hachaim. Before his 
demise on that fateful Monday in 1910, he said ‘it was 
good. It is good and it will be good.’ Later that day he 
passed away.   
10 This is just as we see by Hashem that His attribute of דין; 
judgment is rooted in חסד; kindness. 
11 Chayai Hamussar, volume 2, pg 20. R’ Yeruchem 
Levovitz related that the students in Kelm anticipated 
when the Alter of Kelm would become angry as they 
would see the precious words that came from his mouth 
  .(volume 1, pg 336 ,דעת חכמה ומוסר)
12 Vayikra 10:1 
13 Brought in the Chidushai Harim, Shemini, s.v. ויקרבו. 
Orphaned of his mother at a young age, the Sifsei Tzadik 
was raised by his grandparents- the Chiddushei Harim and 
his wife. Around the age of 9, his grandfather took him to 
visit the Kotzker Rebbe, an event which left a lifelong 
impression on him. He married the daughter of his uncle 
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died since every Mitzva we do needs to be done with 
strong desire and thirst to the extent that we remain with 
no physical energy to exist. However, the Mitzva itself 
gives us life which enables us to continue living, thereby 
not dying from the actual performance of the Mitzva. This 
is the meaning in וחי בהם; the Mitzvos give us life.14 Being 
that Nadav and Avihu were not commanded by Hashem 
( םלא צוה את ) to offer this אש זרה, when they did it with 
complete Mesirus Nefesh, they were left without any 
physical life thereby causing their deaths.      
    
 
 
 
 
    
 

 

                                                                                                  
R’ Avraham Mordechai Alter, in 1864. The Pnei Menachem 
(1926-1996)- 6th Gerrer Rebbe (Pinchas Menachem)- was 
named after the Sifsei Tzadik.  The Sefer Sifsei Tzadik was 
published after his death by his son and nephew (R’ 
Menachem Mendel Alter, son of the Sefas Emes). His 
commentary on the Talmud and Tehillim disappeared 
during the holocaust. 
14 Vayikra 18:5 


