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 'עד שיבלו שפתותינו מלומר די'
‘Until our lips wear out from saying, enough’ 

There was a profound silence throughout the business, there were 
no customers in the store and no orders even came in by phone. The 
workers and I, each in our own way turned to the Master of the 
Universe and asked for mercy. 
Not ten minutes passed and the store began to fill with the 
movement of shoppers, the phone rang repeatedly with order after 
order and the bracha had indeed arrived. But the bracha was so 
great that we did not have enough working hands in the store. We 
made every effort to serve all the customers but we felt control of 
the situation slipping through our fingers. 
One of the employees saw the excited situation and said while he 
ran from one task to another: “See what bracha our tefillos brought 
to the place!” 
The second responded to him: “bracha, bracha but we are losing 
control!!!”  
The third said: “Why are you under pressure? If the Creator of the 
World sent a bracha then he will send vessels to hold the 
blessing!!!” 
I listened to the dialogue between the workers and I asked of the 
Creator of the World that He send us vessels to receive the 
abundance, for if you find disappointed customers then your gain 
will be offset by the loss. 
The pressure kept building until there was no longer any control 
over the situation to do all the work at once, and just when we were 
all feeling choked, two former employees walked into the store to 
pay a visit, they saw the situation and without much discussion they 
rolled up their sleeves and went to work energetically, they worked 
two solid hours and they served the unexpected crowd and they did 
not leave the place until calm was restored in the store. 
When the storm subsided I asked them why they suddenly showed 
up when they had not visited for two months? They answered that 
they themselves did not know why, but the driver made a wrong 
turn and when they passed the store they decided to stop in for a 
short visit.  
From then on we added to our tefillos that Hashem should send a 
bracha along with the vessels and hands to easily receive the 
abundance.  
It is important for me to note that we see similar salvations every 
day: One worker suddenly did not feel well and another worker 
called asking for extra work and so on and other examples of this 
kind, but this was an exceptional case so we decided to share with 
the readers of the ‘Tiv HaHashgacha’ column.                             .כ.ה  
 

Do Not Do ‘So’ – 'לא תעשו 'כן 
HaGaon Rebbe Zundel Kroizer zt”l was accustomed all his life 
to daven Tefillas Shacharis k’vasikkin – at dawn. Later in life 
it once happened that because of some unavoidable reason 
he was delayed a little, and he could not start his Tefillah 
with his usual minyan where he would daven every day. His 
grandson who would accompany him, knowing that this was 
probably the first time that he missed davening k’vasikkin 
immediately understood that his grandfather was upset over 
this, and because of this he wanted to hurry his grandfather 
and he told him that if he skipped part of davening he would 
be able to join the minyan and he would not miss davening 
k’vasikkin. 
However, R’ Zundel to whom Tefillah was not just lip service, 
did not give vent to his feelings and refused this offer. With 
calmness of mind he explained to his grandson that although 
Tefillah k’vasikkin was very important, but Tefillah with 
skipping falls into the category of ‘b’dieved’ [after the fact, 
second best] and it is not proper to do something 
secondarily in order to daven k’vasikkin. It is better to daven 
calmly and without skipping, even though he will lose the 
benefit of vasikkin. And so on that day he davened in a 
minyan since he could not daven k’vasikkin. 
This episode comes to teach us that if a person is 
accustomed to do some good thing in a certain way, he 
should not say that since this is his steady custom therefore 
it is dear to him and he does not want to do it any other way, 
rather, he should always check to see if the timing is right for 
this, and if he finds himself in a situation where by doing this 
it will cause him a great loss, it is beneficial to him to force 
himself to hold himself back from his usual custom. 
There is a famous incident where the Chozeh of Lublin once 
gave one of his students twenty-four customs, and he noted 
at the side of each custom ‘and sometimes the opposite’ for 
although the essential custom is good, still it is up to the 
person to decide if it is proper given the conditions of his 
current situation, and if he sees that it would be better to 
forego the custom, it is on him to deviate from his custom at 
that time. 
This matter is hinted at in our parsha, when the Torah states 
לא תעשון כן לה' אלקיכם'' (12:4)  – You shall not do so to 
Hashem, your G-d, 'כן' is an expression of 'ככה' [both 
meaning ‘so’] and there is a hint in this, that a person should 
not say ‘so’ am I always accustomed to do for the honor of 
Hashem Yisbarach, and I do not want to deviate from my 
custom, rather, he should always check what is better at that 
time so that it should not be a stringency which brings him to 
a leniency. 

- Tiv HaTorah – Re’eh 
  



 

 

והשגתהכוחה  –אהבת ה'   

Love of Hashem – Its Power and Achievement 

 
כי מנסה  אההולום החם חול לא תשמע אל דברי הנביא ההוא או אל 

בכל לבבכם  אהבים את ה' אלקיכם ה' אלקיכם אתכם לדעת הישכם
 )יג:ד(ובכל נפשכם: 

Do not hearken to the words of that prophet or to that dreamer 
of a dream, for Hashem, your G-d, is testing you to know whether 
you love Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart and with all your 
soul. (13:4) 
Rashi explains: And if you will say, why does HaKadosh Baruch Hu 
give him power to perform a sign? “For Hashem, your G-d, is 
testing you.” 
From here we can see how far the power of love of Hashem 
Yisbarach reaches, for through it a person can stand up to his 
Inclination even though this power is very hidden. You do not have 
a greater aspect of Hashem hiding than that mentioned in our 
parsha, for the majority of people will say that these hidden things 
are just the natural course of events, that is, in a natural way it 
does not seem that there is a ruler in the castle, and in any case, it 
is incumbent on a person to instill within him the faith that there is 
One Who is conducting everything, however, He is hidden for the 
purpose of free will. Concealment in this fashion allows the person 
to reason for he knows that the purpose of creation is free choice, 
that is, Hashem Yisbarach wants a person to choose good and if 
Hashem Yisbarach was revealed in the world, then there would be 
no advantage for the person to chose good. When a person 
understands this then he is automatically able to instill faith in his 
heart and to overpower his Inclination. 
However, the concealment that is described here is different, for 
when a prophet stands up and tries to obliterate Israel with signs 
and wonders and changes the face of things. Opposite the person 
he sees the evil force working unnatural wonders, he is surprised 
and says, ‘Why has Hashem done this?’ These signs do not appear 
to be the power of those living here below, it must be that they are 
superior forces, and if this is so then it is easy for him to exclaim 
‘this is the finger of G-d’ and through this he will follow after chaos 
and nonsense. And so the Torah testifies and states that a person 
is able to withstand a situation like this not just on his own ability 
but he also requires here the love of Hashem Yisbarach, and only 
with this power is a person able to withstand this challenge. This is 
what the Torah is stating ‘to know whether you love Hashem, your 
G-d, with all your heart and with all your soul’ for only through this 
love will a person be able to withstand it, and the service of the 
person at that time is to instill within him the love of Hashem 
Yisbarach and then he will be saved. 
This is as Shlomo said (Shir HaShirim 8:7) בות מים רבים לא יוכלו לכ

'ואת האהבה ונהרות לא ישטפוה וג  – Many waters of heathen 
tribulation cannot extinguish the fire of this love, nor rivers… wash 
it away. For the power of love is exceedingly strong so much so 
that there is nothing that can stand before it, and when a person 
merits this, there is no power in the world that can sway him from 
doing the will of Hashem. 
Since this is so, it is appropriate that a person see to instilling this 
love in his heart, since we are in the time of anticipation for 
Moshiach, and at this time we are being tested with very difficult 
challenges, and the concealments have increased manifold in our 
days, so much so that at times it seems to the person that if he 
follows in the ways of Hashem Yisbarach he will be denied success, 
and it is very difficult for the person to find the fortitude in his 
heart to fulfill his obligation, and so Holy Israel despite all these  
  
 

difficulties force their will to fulfill the will of their Creator, but all 
this is because of the lack of love, but if a person instills the love 
in his innermost heart then he will be able to do this with joy and 
vitality hat hums from the heart and nothing will stand in his 
way. 
As it is brought in the Zohar HaKadosh (Section 2 5:2): If people 
only knew how great is the love of Hashem for Israel, they would 
roar like young lions to chase after Him. It is self-understood that 
when a person merits having a love like this bestowed upon him 
it is not possible for him to have any undesirable will for once he 
loves his Creator he cannot tolerate anything against the will of 
his Creator, for as we see in practice that if one loves another 
then he follows after the views of his beloved, and so I explained 
the statement (Tehillim 97:10) אוהבי ה' שנאו רע – ‘the lovers of 
Hashem despise evil’ that the choicest approach of a person is in 
the category of  ‘the lovers of Hashem’ when we see that he is in 
the category of ‘despise evil’ if he does despise evil then it is 
obvious that there is within him love of Hashem, However, as 
long as there is a connection to evil, then he cannot be included 
in the lovers of Hashem, for as it is stated the lovers of Hashem 
are not able to tolerate evil. 
In order to attain the love of Hashem Yisbarach it is incumbent 
on the person to constantly consider the tremendous kindnesses 
of Yisbarach that were performed for him from the beginning of 
time until this point and as we find in the customs and warnings 
of Rebbe Dovid Lida who wrote in this language: ‘Be careful all 
day and at night to set aside one hour and place in your heart 
the kindness of Hashem that He has done for you from the day 
you came from your mother’s womb until today, how many 
great wonders He did for you… then certainly the love of 
Hashem Yisbarach will be aroused in your heart, praised is the 
nation that has Hashem as its G-d.’ 
For when a person begins to sense the tremendous goodness 
that Hashem does for him at every moment, he is filled with a 
sense of gratitude and his heart is jovial to the Living G-d, for 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu instills in the nature of the person to love 
one who does something good for him, surely he feels immense 
gratitude to the One Who created and formed him, and he is 
filled with a full measure of deep love for his Creator, and his 
entire desire is to get closer to the love of his soul, and he 
accepts upon himself to be careful as much as possible to fulfill 
His will with completeness and certainly not to cause Him 
distress chas v’shalom. 
Then when he sets his mind and he utilizes the potential power 
into actual practice and he fulfills the will of his Creator, he does 
this through clear ‘love’, without any calculations for ‘reward’ or 
‘punishment’, rather, he is happy to do the will of Yisbarach from 
his great love of Yisbarach. Of course he distances himself from 
sin as one draws on a bow so as not to chas v’shalom cause 
distress to Hashem Yisbarach Who loves Him, and also because 
he always wants to be close to Him, and he fears to not create a 
partition with sin and separate himself from HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu. 
Hashem Yisbarach should help that we should so merit to attain 
the love of Yisbarach and to be close to Him, and we should 
merit through this to always go in the correct and desirable path 
before him.      
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