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Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 

 סימן ע סעיף ב

When should a child start davening? 

The Mechaber quotes two opinions on this matter. 

 רש"י holds that children are exempt from 

davening until they reach the age that  obligates 

them in mitzvos.  This is because a child is 

usually not with his father1 in the evening when 

the father recites Kriyas Shema2 and during the 

recitation of the morning Kriyas Shema the child 

is normally sleeping.3  Therefore no chinuch 

obligation was placed upon the father with 

regard to the mitzvah of Kriyas Shema.4  The 

Bach5 adds that even according to Rashi a father 

is obligated to train his son in Kriyas Shema 

from the age of 12 because buy that age a son 

is with his father at those times of the day. 

 רבינו תם is of the opinion that as soon as a child 

reaches the age of chinuch, his father is 

obligated to teach him how to say Kriyas Shema 

properly, at the correct time, and with the 

birkos Kriyas Shema.  The exact age when the 

mitzvah of chinuch applies varies from child to 

child depending on each child’s level of 

understanding and responsibility.  As a general 

rule the obligation of chinuch begins from the 

age of six or seven.6 

The Mechaber’s Ruling 

The Mechaber recommends one following the 

opinion of רבינו תם.  The Mishna Berura (9) explains 

                                                           
1 The Mishna Berura writes in סימן שמג ס"ק ב that some 
poskim hold that a mother is also obligated in the mitzvah of 
chinuch for mitzvos. (See Dirshu note 17) 
2 It is for this reason that there is no obligation for a father to 
be מחנך his child in בנהקידוש ל  (Dirshu note 20, in the name 
of the Mishna Berura 426:1). 
 writes that the reason רבנו מנוח )פרק ד מהל' ק"ש הל' א( 3
children are exempt from chinuch of Kriyas Shema is because 
they cannot have the proper amount of concentration. 

this to mean that even though מעיקר הדין the 

halacha follows רש"י, and the גר"א in fact paskens 

like Rashi, nonetheless it is correct to follow 

Rabeinu Tam. 

Since מעיקר הדין the halacha follows Rashi, a child 

who is sleeping need not be woken up to recite 

Kriyas Shema as long as he is under the age of 13.7 

The Obligation to Teach the 1st Posuk of Kriyas 

Shema 

It is important to note that it is a mitzvah for the 

father to teach his child the first posuk of Kriyas 

Shema as soon as the child learns to speak.8   

 The Ran (בסוכה דף י"ג בדפי הרי"ף) holds that 

this is an obligation מדרבנן to fulfill the 

mitzvah of chinuch for Talmud Torah.   

 The Aruch HaSulchan ( ד ס' רמה סע' איו" ) 

believes this to be a דאורייתא obligation from 

the posuk “ולמדתם אותם את בניכם” 

What is the source for the Mitzvah of Chinuch? 

 )רשב"א )מגילה יט brings from the posuk 

 and understands it ”חנוך לנער על פי דרכו...“

to be a regular Rabbinic obligation. 

 )חיי אדם )כלל סו סע' א brings the same posuk, 

but is of the opinion that the obligation is 

more than a typical derabonon, the mitzvah 

of chinuch is מדברי קבלה. 

 )משך חכמה )בראשית יח יט writes that the 

main source for the mitzvah of chinuch is 

from the posuk “ כי ידעתיו למען אשר יצוה את
 9”בניו...

4 Mishna Berura 8. 
 ד"ה וכן קטנים 5
6 Mishna Berura 6. 
7 Age 12 according to the Bach.  See Dirshu note 22. 
8 Mishna Berura 7. 
9 It is therefore, that the Mesech Chochma holds the mitzvah 
of chinuch to apply to girls also. 



Heichal HaTorah Chaburah 

 סימן ע סעיף א

Which tefillos should women say? 

R’ Elyashiv ztz”l [Kovetz Teshuvos 1:14] outlines the 

tefillos that women should say daily [note that 

women that are busy looking after small children 

are subject to various opinions in the poskim as to 

their obligation, see Siman 106 with Dirshu-note 

18]. 

 Birkas Hatorah (R’ Elyashiv was of the 

opinion that ladies are not fully obligated in 

Birkas Hatorah the same way men are, 

rather it is a birkas reshus. Similarly, there is 

no problem at all with a woman who wants 

to learn Torah before saying Birkas Hatorah 

– Peninei Tefillah p. 137-138). 

 

 Birkas Hashachar (Mishnah Berurah 70:2) 

 

 Parashas Hatamid (R’ Elyashiv was of the 

opinion that ladies are not fully obligated to 

say Parashas Hatamid as they do not have 

to participate in the Korbanos Hatzibbur by 

donating the yearly machatzis hashekel – 

Peninei Tefillah p. 136).   

 

 Pesukei Dezimra, namely Baruch She’amar, 

Ashrei, and Yishtabach (Mishnah Berurah 

70:2 quotes R’ Akiva Eiger as saying that 

Pesukei Dezimra depends on the obligation 

of tefillah, which is why ladies have an 

obligation to say Pesukei Dezimra as well. R’ 

Elyashiv held that ladies do not have a 

minhag to say the entire Pesukei Dezimra 

but rather just Baruch She’amar, Ashrei, and 

Yishtabach). 

 

 Shema (The Shulchan Aruch siman 70:1 

states that it is proper for ladies to say the 

first pasuk of Shema, but R’ Elyashiv held 

that it is preferable for women to say the 

entire shema – Yisa Yosef (1:24)). 

 Emes Veyatziv and Shmonei Esrei– 

although a lady does not have an obligation 

                                                           
10 Except for the first posuk of Shema. 

to say Birkas Krias Shema, she should say 

the brachah following Shema; Emes 

Veyatziv. The Mishnah Berurah (70:2) 

mentions that this requirement is due to the 

obligation that ladies have to remember 

yetzias mitzrayim twice daily, see Mishnah 

Berurah (ibid.) for further details about this 

halacha. Through saying this brachah of 

Emes Veyatziv the women will gain the 

benefit of being somech geulah l’tefillah, as 

they are obligated in davening Shmonei 

Esrei by Shacharis and Mincha according to 

many poskim (see Mishnah Berurah 106:4) 

 

Did you know? 

 סימן סו

1.  One may pause in the middle of birkos Kriyas 

Shema, even in the middle of a posuk,10 to answer 

kadish, kedusha, borchu, and modim derabonon.11  

One should also answer אמן to the berachos of הא-
  [Mechaber 3] .שומע תפילה and ל הקדוש

2.  When answering kadish one only answers the 

following… 

 אמן יהא שמיה רבא 

 מירן בעלמאלאחר דא אמן  

3.  When answering kedusha one only says the 

following… 

 קדוש 

 ברוך שם 

4.  As a general rule, whatever one may not answer 

in the middle of a perek of birkos Kriyas Shema, one 

may not answer in between the perakim. [MB 17] 

5.  One may answer ...ברוך ה' המברך to birkos 

HaTorah.  An exception to the above rule is the אמן 

to birkos HaTorah which one should only answer in 

between the perakim. [MB 18] 

6.  There is a machlokes haposkim if one should 

make the beracha on thunder and lightning during 

birkos Kriyas Shema. [MB 19] 

7.  It is permitted to interrupt the birkos Kriyas 

Shema in order to say קידוש לבנה in a situation 

11 However, one only says the words מודים אנחנו לך. 



where if he doesn’t say it in the middle of birkos 

Kriyas Shema he will miss the time for the beracha. 

[Dirshu note 7 in the name of the Biur Halacha] 

8.  One should not make an אשר יצר in the middle 

of birkos Kriyas Shema.  He should wash his hands 

and make the beracha after tefillah. [MB 23] 

9.  One should not answer any other אמנים even in 

between perakim unless it is for the beracha (of 

Kriyas Shema) itself. 

10.  One should not answer אמן to the beracha on 

birkas cohanim, but one should answer אמן to the 

pesukim that the cohanim recite.  [Dirshu note 9, in 

the name of the Igros Moshe] 

11.  One who is בין גאולה לתפילה should not accept 

an Aliyah.12 [MB 24] 

12.  The custom today is for one who is in the 

middle of birkos Kriyas Shema and gets called up for 

an Aliyah to accept the Aliyah, unless he is in the 

middle of the first 2 pesukim of Shema.13 [MB 26] 

13.  Even when one receives the Aliyah in the 

middle of birkos Kriyas Shema he should not read 

along with the ba’al koreh nor should he recite 

birkas hagomel or make a mishebeirach.14 [Ibid, 

Dirshu note 11] 

14.  After the completion of the Aliyah one should 

pick up where he left off.  There is no need to go 

back to the beginning of birkos Kriyas Shema. [MB 

ibid] 

15.  Ideally one should not call up someone who is 

in the middle of birkos Kriyas Shema for an Aliyah, 

even if he is the only Cohen in the shul, rather a 

yisroel should be called up.15  The best course of 

action would be for the cohen (or levi) to exit the 

shul before the Aliyah is handed out. [Ibid.] 

16.  If there is no one to read from the Torah except 

for one who is in the middle of birkos Kriyas Shema, 

                                                           
12 Shabbos might be different, see Dirshu note 10. 
13 In such a case one should finish the pesukim and then 
have the Aliyah. 
14 If the Gabbai did make a mishebeirach and forgot the 
oleh’s name the oleh may inform the gabbai of his name. 
[MB ibid] 
15 There is no concern that the cohen’s lineage will be called 
in to question as everyone sees that he wasn’t called up due 
to the fact that he was in the middle of birkos Kriyas Shema. 

he should go and read, but he should not function 

as gabbai.  [Ibid.] 

17.  One may interrupt birkos Kriyas Shema to blow 

shofar in Elul if there is no one else present who can 

blow. [Dirshu note 13] 

 סימן סז

18.  One who is in doubt if he recited Kriyas Shema 

must repeat it again with the birkos Kriyas Shema.16 

[Mechaber 1] The birkos Kriyas Shema are recited 

only when saying the Kriyas Shema be’zmano. {MB 

3]  

19.  One who knows he said Kriyas Shema but is in 

doubt if he said the birkos Kriyas Shema, does not 

repeat them. [Mechaber 1] 

 סימן סח

20.  It is prohibited to even think about Torah while 

kadish is being recited, rather one must be totally 

focused on the kadish. [MB 3] 

 סימן ע

21.  Even though women are exempt from Kriyas 

Shema and birkos Kriyas Shema, they should recite 

at least the 1st posuk of Shema, the beracha of  אמת
 [MB 1] .סומך גאולה לתפילה then be ,ויציב

22.  Women are obligated in pesukei dezimra.17 

[Ibid.] 

23. If someone is involved in צרכי ציבור when the 

zman for Kriyas Shema comes and he cannot stop 

in the middle to recite Shema and there is no one 

else who can replace him, he should continue with 

what he is doing even if it means he will miss Kriyas 

Shema be’zman.18 [MB 16, 18] 

 סימן עא

24.  Anyone who is involved in funeral preparations 

for a relative upon whom he is obligated to mourn 

16 This stands in contrast to other mitzvos deoraysa that one 
is in doubt whether he fulfilled them.  One must perform the 
mitzvah again but does not make the beracha.  See MB 1. 
17 Since it was instituted for the purpose of shemone esrei.  It 
is for this reason that the Biur Halacha holds that women are 
obligated in saying korbanos as well. See Dirshu note 10. 
18This is due to the concept of עוסק במצוה פטור מן המצוה.   
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is exempt from reciting Kriyas Shema, davening, 

and from reciting all berachos. [Mechaber 1, MB 3] 

25.  The above halacha only applies at a time when 

one is able to prepare for the burial.  On Shabbos, 

since one cannot perform a burial, one is obligated 

in Shema. [Mechaber 2] 

26.  One who is guarding a dead body is exempt 

from Kriyas Shema, unless there are two people 

guarding where one can say Shema while the other 

guards.  [Mechaber 2, 3] 

27.  One may not recite Kriyas Shema or say any 

 within 4 amos of a dead body or דבר שבקדושה

while inside a cemetery. [Mechaber 7] 

28.  If one did recite Kriyas Shema in these places 

there is a machlokes if he must repeat it.  The 

Mishna Berura rules that Kriyas Shema should be 

repeated, but shmone esrei or other berachos 

should not be repeated.  The Mishna Berura 

remains in doubt with regard to Birkos Kriyas 

Shema. [MB 17] 

29.  One may say kadish for the deceased within 4 

amos of the body. [Dirshu note 24, in the name of 

the Gesher HaChaim] 

30.  There is a question whether one can daven near 

a kever, even one of tzadikim.  The Gesher HaChaim 

brings the custom of Rav Shmuel Salant zt”l who 

would be careful not to daven too close to kever 

Rochel. [Dirshu note 27] 

 סימן עב

31.  As mentioned before, while involved in the 

performance of a mitzvah one is exempt from 

reciting Kriyas Shema.  If one’s involvement in the 

mitzvah is mainly for financial gain and the like, he 

is not considered to be an עוסק במצוה and is 

therefore obligated in all other mitzvos. If he has a 

double intention, to fulfill the mitzvah as well as 

another gain, he is considered to be an עוסק במצוה. 

[Dirshu note 1]  
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לבחורים בין הזמנים  מבצע
Bein HaZmanim Program

סימן פט-צ  
משנה ברורה הלכות תפלה

Bechinah: Tuesday פרשת בא
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בחינה בכתב

Kollel boys who are going to camp will have the Bechinah
at Kollel this Sunday night at 7:30pm


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3



