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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Ki Seitzei 5776 

Mevakshei Hashem  

I heard from a person who learned in Kamenitz from Rav 

Baruch Ber Leibowitz zt”l, that once two boys from a 

different city arrived in Kamenitz in order to learn in the 

Yeshivah. When they approached Rav Baruch Ber, he said, 

“Shalom Aleichem! How are you, Mevakshei Hashem 

(seekers of Hashem)?” He did not know these boys, but this is 

how he greeted them.  

Rav Baruch Ber understood every situation, and addressed 

the core of any issue. When he saw two boys come from out 

of town to learn in Kamenitz, he did not merely see people, he 

saw “seekers of Hashem.”                                                

We know there are four basic categories in this world. 

They are Domem (not alive), Tzomeach (growing plant life), 

Chai (animal life), and Medaber (a person who speaks). There 

is another category of Yehudi (a Jew). However, there is 

another category above Yehudi, and that is “Mevakshei 

Hashem.”              

What describes “seekers of Hashem?” The Passuk in 

Shemos (33:7) states, “And Moshe took the tent, and he put it 

far away from the camp…and he called it the Ohel Moed, and 

anyone who sought out Hashem would go to the Ohel Moed 

that was outside the camp.”         

After the sin of the Golden Calf, Moshe put his tent a good 

distance away from the camp. Rashi on the Passuk says it was 

two thousand cubits away from the camp. This was Moshe’s 

personal tent, as opposed to the Mishkan that was also called 

the Ohel Moed. It was called the Ohel Moed, as it was a tent 

for meeting and gathering to learn Torah. The people who 

wanted to learn Torah would travel to that tent.       

This teaches us that a person who expends effort in order to 

learn Torah, is called a seeker of Hashem. This is similar to 

the phrase used in the Passuk that we say in l’Dovid Hashem 

Ori, “Achas Sha’alti Mei’es Hashem Osah Avakesh, Shivti 

b’Veis Hashem Kol Yemei Chayai” – “I have one request 

from Hashem, it is that which I seek, to dwell in the house of 

Hashem all the days of my life.” The difference between the 

words “request” and “seek” in this Passuk is that “request” 

refers to Tefilah, while “seek” refers to expending effort. 

A person who traveled to the tent of Moshe Rabeinu, even 

before he would actually succeed in learning Torah from 

Moshe Rabeinu, was called a person who sought Hashem. 

Accordingly, it is clear that Yeshivah students who are sitting 

in front of a Gemara and learning, are called “seekers of 

Hashem!” They are not merely a Yehudi, but rather they are 

called “seekers of Hashem.”  

The Gemara in Berachos (63b) indeed makes this 

connection between people who travel to learn Torah and the 

Ohel Moed. It states that if people who went to learn Torah in 

the dessert were called seekers of Hashem, even though they 

did not have to travel very far, certainly Torah scholars who 

journey from city to city, and country to country to learn 

Torah, are called “seekers of Hashem!” 

A person who seeks Hashem lives in a state of tremendous 

happiness. This is as the Passuk in Tehilim (105:3) famously 

states, “The heart of a person who seeks Hashem will 

rejoice.” However, this is not merely a joy. It is also a 

responsibility. A person must maintain this title even when he 

is resting or eating.  

The Chovos Ha’Levavos (Shar Ha’Kniah ch.9) writes that 

a person must know his positive traits, as this will cause him 

to add to them, and maintain them. The Mesilas Yesharim 

(ch.3) similarly writes, that a person must know where he is 

deficient in his deeds, and think of how to fix them; and he 

must similarly know his strengths, and make sure to maintain 

and strengthen them.  
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We therefore must understand this level of “seekers of 

Hashem,” in order to maintain and strengthen it. 

Yeshivah boys are seekers of Hashem. It is common that 

boys entering Yeshivah Gedolah, encounter difficulties at the 

beginning of a new Zeman. They may have been living at 

home or near their home when they were in Yeshivah 

Ketanah, and they now face a new environment away from 

home in Yeshivah Gedolah. [While boys could call home on a 

telephone when they need to do so, they should not own a 

phone that will lead to Bitul Torah.] It is certainly possible 

that they will miss their parents and their home at first. 

However, these feelings will soon lessen, and they will 

become acclimated to their new environment. “The heart of a 

person who seeks Hashem will rejoice!” A Yeshivah boy in 

this world is happy! What a Zechus to be able to sit and learn 

Torah!   

           “Ashrecha v’Tov Lach”  
The Mishnah in Avos (6:4) states that the way to acquire 

Torah is, “Eat bread with salt, drink a measure of water, sleep 

on the ground, live a life of pain, and toil in Torah. And if you 

do so, you will be happy and it will be good for you. You will 

be happy in this world, and it will be good for you in the next 

world.”  I have previously mentioned that my Rebbi, Rav 

Dessler zt”l, that this Mishnah seems to contradict itself. After 

mentioning all of these difficulties that a person must endure 

to acquire Torah, it says that if you do so, you will be happy 

in this world. How can this possibly be true if one is living a 

life of pain?           

He answered that when a person is truly toiling in Torah, 

he is thoroughly enjoying himself. We have mentioned many 

times, that this does not refer to overtaxing oneself, but rather 

accomplishing what a person can accomplish, when using his 

strengths and his time wisely. This is like a good workout, 

where one pushes himself to accomplish, but not to the point 

of physical or mental danger. This type of learning also 

sanctifies a person, and this too causes him to be happy. 

Accordingly, a person like this, feels tremendously happy and 

fulfilled, despite the difficulties.          

There is another obvious question on this Mishnah. We 

have just explained why the Tana had to inform us that one 

will be happy in this world, despite all of the seemingly 

difficult circumstances. However, why did the Tana have to 

state that it will be good for such a person in Olam Haba? 

Isn’t this obvious?  

It seems that the Tana is teaching us that this happiness that 

the person will enjoy in this world is not at the expense of his 

Olam Haba. We have previously discussed how physical 

pleasures in this world detract from a person’s portion in 

Olam Haba. The Tana therefore, is teaching us that even 

though this is even greater than physical pleasure, it will not 

deduct anything from this person’s Olam Haba.  On the 

contrary, he will receive a tremendous amount of Olam Haba 

due to this very learning! This is the greatest Mitzvah that a 

person can perform, as the Mishnah in Pe’ah (1:1) states, 

“And Talmud Torah is equal to all of them.” Torah learning 

therefore gives a person the happiest life in this world, and the 

greatest reward in the next world!       

      The Way to Succeed in Torah              
What is the way to succeed in Torah learning? Nowadays, 

there are many people who do not learn as they should. How 

should people learn in order to succeed in Torah learning? 

The Yetzer Hara works especially hard to prevent a 

person from succeeding in Torah. It is known that the 

Chafetz Chaim stated that the Yetzer does not expend 

great effort to stop a person from performing Mitzvos and 

good deeds. However, he will go to great lengths to stop a 

person from succeeding in Torah learning, because Torah 

learning is the antidote to the Yetzer Hara, as stated in 

Berachos (5a).  

The sixth chapter of Avos tells us that Torah is acquired 

with forty-eight attributes. Included in these attributes are 

serving scholars, having close friends, and students discussing 

Torah learning. The Gemara in Tanis (7a) similarly mentions, 

“I have learned much from my Rabbanim, and even more 

from my friends, and from my students most of all.” There is 

a clear contrast between the Gemara and Pirkei Avos. The 

Gemara mentions learning from Rabbanim, friends, and 

students. Pirkei Avos mentions serving scholars, having close 

friends, and students discussing Torah learning. “Serving” 

scholars means adhering to their words, like a servant adheres 

to the words of his master, and understanding that their 

opinion is correct. Having close friends, refers to students 

making sure that they understand the material they are 

learning, and not arguing just to win the argument. Students 
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discussing Torah learning, refers to a student discussing his 

learning with his Rav.                                         

Learning from one’s Rabbanim includes contains two 

major elements. One element is gaining Torah knowledge that 

one would not easily gain if he did not have a Rav. Often a 

Rav will mention Torah thoughts from Rishonim and 

Acharonim that the student would not have come across 

otherwise. Additionally, a Rav can teach a student how to 

think. He can teach him if he is thinking properly, and how to 

think. This requires a Rav. We rarely find that a person can 

achieve all of this on his own. Only Avraham Avinu, 

regarding whom Chazal say was taught Torah by his kidneys 

(i.e. his own holy understanding), was able to do such a thing.             

A person must try to obtain as much Torah as he can 

out of each Rav that he merits to learn from. I remember 

that a person who knew Rav Shach zt”l in his youth 

recounted to me that Rav Shach was always known to be a 

great Torah scholar and overall great person, even when 

he was young. However, a very unique attribute of his, 

was his dedication to constantly being in the presence of, 

and serving Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer zt”l. He learned 

from him how to be a Gadol. In this merit of serving 

Torah scholars, he merited becoming the Gadol Ha’Dor. 

                 The Merit to Succeed   
The Gemara (ibid.) says that Rebbi Yochanan learned more 

from his friends than from his teachers. While there is a 

natural understanding regarding why this is generally true, it 

is also due to a person receiving more merits when he learns 

with his friends. People understand they need a teacher, but 

sometimes fail to understand what Torah knowledge they can 

gain from their peers. The fact that a person is willing to hear 

what his peer can teach him, and that he is willing to help his 

friend understand the right explanation when he indeed knows 

the material better, leads to him having more merits. It is 

these very merits that give him the ability to gain a deeper 

understanding in Torah when learning with friends.          

In a similar vein, this is why a person gains the greatest 

understanding in Torah from teaching. The fact that a person 

dedicates himself to help others understand Torah is a very 

great merit. Middah k’Negged Middah, Hashem allows the 

teacher to have a greater amount of insight into Torah, than he 

would have merited had he learned by himself.  

The attribute of students discussing Torah learning with 

their Rav, is an attribute that often adds to the Rav’s Torah 

knowledge. Often a student will ask a question that a Rav 

never contemplated previously. While a student should not 

ask a Rav a question, if he knows the Rav does not know that 

subject, as stated in the Gemara in Shabbos (3b), if a Rav is 

asked a question and he does not know the answer, he should 

answer that he honestly does not know. He should seek out 

the answer together with the student who asked him the 

question, and perhaps together they will arrive at an answer. 

This causes a Rav to have the merit to learn more from his 

students than from his Rabbanim.            

Every Yeshivah has all three categories mentioned in the 

Gemara in Tanis, Rabbanim, friends, and students. This is not 

limited to official positions. Sometimes, there are two boys 

that learn together. One is the stronger learner, and one is 

weaker. When they learn together, the stronger learner takes 

the role of Rav, while the weaker partner takes the role of 

student. The student is serving the Rav, and in this manner 

fulfills the attribute of serving scholars mentioned in Pirkei 

Avos. If both study partners are equal, this is the attribute of 

having close friends mentioned above. 

The stronger student must remember to emulate Rav 

Preida, who patiently explained the material to his weak 

student time after time, until he explained it four hundred 

times (see Eruvin 54b). This was the normal amount of times 

he needed to understand the material. Once his student did not 

even understand after four hundred times, and he patiently 

taught him another four hundred times, thereby receiving a 

massive reward that his entire generation merited Olam Haba, 

and he live four hundred years.  

There are some boys who actually thrive when they learn 

with a weaker Chavrusa, but do not do well with a stronger 

Chavrusa. Boys who find that this is their nature should 

specifically learn with this type of Chavrusa.        

              Reviewing Shiurim    
 It is important to review the Shiurim in Yeshivah. It used 

to be common that boys would review the morning Shiur until 

five o‘clock, and then switch Chavrusos in order to learn a 

different chapter of Gemara for the rest of second Seder.  
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Most people who spread Torah today, are people who 

learned in this fashion. This is because it is very difficult to 

teach Torah without having served under a Rav who gave 

Shiurim. A person needs to have merits in order to spread 

Torah, as implied by the Mishnah in Avos (5:18) that Moshe 

merited, and gave merit to the public. First, he needed to 

obtain merits in his own right, and only once he had merits. 

did he merit spreading Torah to the masses.  

                  Finishing the Meseches 
 There is another important accomplishment that boys 

should accomplish every year in Yeshivah, and that is to 

finish the Meseches that is being learned in the Yeshivah that 

year. If boys will linger for too long over whether a certain 

piece of logic is correct or not, perhaps it is and perhaps it is 

not. However, this simple explanation of the Gemara is 

clearly correct.                                            

For example, when learning Meseches Nedarim, the 

Gemara itself is full of the comments of many Rishonim. It 

contains Rashi, Tosfos, Rosh, Ran, Ramban, Ritva, and 

Nimukei Yosef. There is also the commentary Shalmei 

Nedarim at the end of the Meseches, which provides 

tremendous amounts of knowledge in a very simple and easy-

to-use format. There is no need to learn anything else when 

learning Nedarim.              

If a person learns in this fashion, and he listens to Shiurim 

and reviews them properly, he will certainly succeed in his 

learning, as he has all of the elements listed above. May 

everyone succeed in their Torah learning! 

      The Importance of Mussar Seder                         
The Mussar Seder in Yeshivos is very important. We have 

stated many times how it is the antidote to the Yetzer Hara. 

The Mishnah Berurah explicitly writes (ch.1) that this 

antidote includes the classic Mussar Sefarim, as they are full 

of Mussar from Chazal. Reward and punishment, Gan Eden 

and Gehinnom, and many more basic important concepts are 

discussed in these Sefarim at length. The fact that the 

righteous sometimes suffer in this world in order that they 

should have a great portion in the next world, and avoid 

Gehinnom, is clarified in these Sefarim. These Sefarim 

contain the foundations of Emunah and Bitachon.                   

When a person learns Mussar because he wants to know 

the truth, he will become extremely happy after he learns 

Mussar. Now he knows how to live his life like a Torah Jew! 

It is the same joy that a person has, when he finds out that his 

disease is easily treatable by taking a certain type of medicine. 

He will soon be healthy again! The Sifrei Mussar are 

medicine for the ailments of the soul. Learning Sifrei Mussar 

gives a person the strength to be a “seeker of Hashem” all 

day.      

Four basic Sefarim that are recommended to learn are 

Chovos Ha’Levavos, Mesilas Yesharim,Sharei Teshuvah, and 

Orchos Tzadikim.       

 May this learning strengthen all those who seek Hashem!     

           
            (This discourse was delivered in Elul 5776.) 
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