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Bill of Decision – כרעהשטר ה  
“The wedding is in two weeks and I still don’t have enough to cover the 
minimal expenses, can you help me with something?” He caught me as I 
was waiting for a friend to pick me up with his car so we could go 
together to a wedding another friend was making for his son and I too, 
was making a wedding for my son soon. I thought about his situation, I 
reached into my pocket and the bill that came out was a 10 euro note 
and even though for me this was a substantial amount I warmly gave 
him the note and I wholeheartedly added on blessings. Just then my 
friend arrived and we went on our way. He was curious about the man I 
was talking to and I told him what happened, he immediately 
commented that one does not become poor from tzedakah and we 
never lose by helping a Jew. In contrast to this another friend said that I 
acted inappropriately as I myself needed help, how can I help others?! 
The discussion continued like this until we reached the parking lot at the 
hall. As I got out of the car I saw a 10 euro note lying on the street just 
waiting for me to pick it up. How does a 10 euro note get from Europe 
to Israel?! Just then the discussion ended and it was clear without a 
doubt that one does not become impoverished from tzedakah.   

  י.ק.                
The Wheel Goes Around –  החוזרגלגל  

I went to Beit Shemesh to install a door, the time became late and I 
found myself near sunset and I still had not davened Mincha. I asked 
where there was a minyan in the neighborhood and everyone told me 
that they had already davened but they told me that in a nearby 
settlement there is a steady minyan close to sunset. Of course I hurried 
there with the hope that at least I could say kaddish for my father z”l as I 
was in the year of mourning. I reached the shul and the gabbai asked 
me to daven for the amud without knowing that I was a chiyuv. After 
Mincha he asked me to continue and daven Maariv as well even though 
my nusach of davening was slightly different than theirs. After davening 
I thanked Hashem that he allowed me to daven with a minyan and I sat 
down to learn a little. Behold I saw on the shtender the full name of my 
father z”l and I was amazed. I asked the elderly gabbai if he knew this 
man and he said that many years ago there was a young couple who 
lived in a nearby settlement and came every Shabbos to strengthen the 
minyan and this was his shtender. Most likely he was talking about my 
parents who lived nearby when they were young and the hand of 
providence guided me to daven and learn in this shul where my father 
helped the masses and devoted himself summer and winter to 
strengthen the minyan.   

    א.מ.ה.                            

 

All for the Best –  לטובההכל  
It once happened that a Chassid who was connected to his 
Rebbe, the author of ‘HaYesod HaAvodah’ f Slonim, who had a 
daughter of very fine character and when she reached 
marriageable age her father married her off to a young man 
also of fine character. However during the week of sheva 
brachos a tragic event occurred and the chassan passed away. 
Aside from the very disaster of the passing of the chassan there 
was an additional problem that burdened the kallah, she now 
required chalitzah (breaking of the levirate marriage to the 
brother-in-law) and the chassan only had one brother who was 
two years old. This meant that the kallah had to wait eleven 
years for the son to reach maturity and would be ready to 
perform. 
Her fathered went to the Holy Rebbe and asked him Why 
Hashem did this and the Rebbe told him, “You should know 
that a great favor was done for you in Heaven, why was it 
decreed that your daughter should build her house when she is 
thirty? If this did not happen, you would have been searching 
for a match year after year and you would have lost sleep from 
the worry that you cannot find a match for her. Even when the 
time came for her to build her house in Israel you would not 
find a suitable young man who would want to marry her, for 
they would say that if she had not found her match until she 
was thirty then there must be something wrong with her. 
“Therefore, HaKadosh Baruch Hu showed mercy on you and 
explained to you that she was not yet ready to get married, and 
in this way removed the worry from you regarding a shidduch – 
a match and also when the time comes she will merit an 
appropriate shidduch for she will not be suspect of any flaw for 
all will know that it is the chalitzah that is holding her back.” 
This story and many other similar stories verify the words of our 
Chachamim z”l who said that “Everything that Hashem does is 
for the best” and even though at first we do not see the 
goodness in the matter, after time the good is appreciated. 
This matter is hinted at as well in the beginning of our parsha 
(6:2): 

 וידבר אלקים אל משה ויאמר אליו אני ה'
And G-d spoke to Moshe and said to him, “I am Hashem”. 

“Speaking” is a harsh term, and “saying” is a softer term, the 
name “Elokim” governs the trait of Justice and the name 
“Hashem” governs the trait of mercy. The posuk states ‘and G-d 
spoke’ when there is a difficult category which is hinted at by 
this expression and is in the category of justice as indicated by 
the use of ‘Elokim’ then you should know that the truth of the 
matter is that it is actually ‘saying’ which is softer and ‘I am 
Hashem’ which is mercy. However this is not recognizable to 
people and we have to strengthen our faith that all is for the 
best. 
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 אין אדם שומע לי ומפסיד

There is no one who listens to me and loses out 
 

 
כי ידבר אלכם פרעה לאמר תנו לכם מופת ואמרת אל אהרן קח את 

משה ואהרן אל פרעה ויעשו מטך והשלך לפני פרעה יהי לתנין: ויבא 
כן כאשר צוה ה' וישלך אהרן את מטהו לפני פרעה ולפני עבדיו ויהי 

י(-)ז:טלתנין:   

“When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Provide a wonder for 
yourselves,’ you shall say to Aharon, ‘Take your staff and cast it 
down before Pharaoh – it will become a serpent!’” Moshe came 
with Aharon to Pharaoh and they did so, as Hashem had 
commanded; Aharon cast down his staff before Pharaoh and 
before his servants, and it became a serpent. (7:9-10) 
Behold, the Egyptian exile was a general exile and it influences the 
individual exile that confronts every Jew, and we have to consider 
individually that general exile in order to understand the approach a 
person has to take when he faces his personal exile. 
We see by the wicked Pharaoh that at first HaKadosh Baruch Hu wanted 
to show him signs and wonders so that through them he would recognize 
the essence of Yisbarach, and he would understand the great power of 
Hashem and he should obey Him and send his people out of Egypt, and if 
Pharaoh had understand this right away that which was incumbent on his 
to do, there would have been no need to smite him with plagues which 
were too difficult to bear. But, in his wickedness he refused to recognize 
this from the outset and then he was smitten by Heaven with all ten 
plagues of Egypt and on the sea he was smitten five times that he was 
smitten in Egypt and by then he had literally seen with his own eyes that 
Hashem is the Elokim. Afterwards that Pharaoh became King of Nineveh 
and when Yonah came there and prophesied that if they do not turn back 
from their evil ways the city will be destroyed. Immediately that very 
same Pharaoh understood who Hashem Yisbarach is and His power as it 
states (Yonah 3:6):  
ויגע הדבר אל המלך נינוה ויקם מכסאו ויעבר אדרתו מעליו ויכס שק וישב על 

 האפר
The matter reached the king of Nineveh; he rose from his throne, 

removed his robe from upon himself, covered himself with sackcloth and 
sat on the ashes. 

The narrative continues as to how all the residents of the city repented 
and they all turned away from their evil ways. All this was after he had 
suffered great plagues and beliefs for then he acknowledged that 
Hashem Yisbarach is the Ruler of the World. 
This matter is incumbent on every person to know that Hashem Yisbarach 
is the Ruler of the World and we have to go in His ways and uphold His 
edicts and laws. We, the Children of Israel are not like that wicked one 
that demanded wonders, rather, we are believers the children of 
believers that HaKadosh Baruch Hu rules the world and we have to obey 
Him. However, sometimes a person is faced with the test of Pharaoh who 
said ‘Who is Hashem that I should listen to His voice chas v’chalilah’? 
When the Inclination comes and tempts a person by saying ‘Peace will be 
with me if I follow the desires of my heart rachmana litzlan’ and after he 
conducts himself like Pharaoh they act with him as they had acted with 
Pharaoh so that he should repent and recognize that HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu is the Conductor of His World. Through his grief he will consider who 
is causing all these events to happen to him, is it not Hashem Yisbarach 
doing this? He will automatically consider why Hashem is doing this and 
he will realize that this is happening because he is going against His will 
and he will then be aroused to repent and his complete faith in Hashem 
Yisbarach will again be awakened. But, if he overpowers his Inclination 
and from the outset he strengthens his faith that there is a Conductor in 
the palace he will avoid much anguish and aggravation for after going in 
the good ways there is nothing that is persistently anguishing and 
oppressing him chas v’chalilah. 
This is the intent of the words of the Rambam in his sefer ‘Moreh 
Nevuchim and also those of HaGaon Rebbe Chaim Volozhin zt”l who 

 

extends his words in this matter and both stress a similar theme, that 
when a person believes in the true essence of Yisbarach then he earns 
guidance and protection from above and nothing bad will happen to 
him. But, when he does not attach himself to his Creator and he 
distances his thinking from Him then Hashem Yisbarach also hides His 
face from him. This is then in the category of coming face to face with 
the situation and the measure that a person measures, he is also 
measured. As a result he is caught in a stressful situation until he 
arouses the faith and he again attaches himself to his Creator and once 
again he earns the special illumination. That is, it is the attachment and 
the faith in Yisbarach that protects a person from any calamity and 
distress and he is not subject to punishment. However it is self-
understood that all this is if he straightens his ways using the power of 
that faith and attachment for then he is not in the category of Pharaoh 
who said ‘Who is Hashem?’ chas v’chalilah and then he will earn the 
protection from Above as has been mentioned. 
The laxity in faith is sometimes brought about in a natural way. The 
person sees before him that through his own efforts he is doing well in 
his business, he sees that if he applies himself he has a livelihood and if 
not then he has no livelihood. In light of this it seems to him that 
everything depends on the efforts and actions of man chas v’chalilah, 
but he has to know that the truth of the matter is that it is Hashem 
Yisbarach Who gives the person the understanding and the ability to 
succeed in his business, and without this he would not be able to do 
anything. And when a person believes in this he will understand that he 
is under the supervision of Above and as a result he will cling to it and 
perform His will properly. 
It is told about HaRav HaKadosh Rebbe Yitzchak of Skver who once said 
that Eliyahu HaNavi was walking around the marketplace of the city and 
one of his grandchildren who had been listening to his words 
immediately ran to the marketplace to look for him. While he was 
wandering around there he noticed a resting place for the animals and 
the wagons and he saw that some animals were standing quietly and 
peacefully and there were some that were noisy and wildly trying to 
break free of their reins and he thought that these animals would never 
succeed and it would be better if they waited quietly for their owners to 
come and give them some water and feed for aside from the beatings 
they are giving themselves it is not helping them. The thought came to 
him that this can be applied to people as well, for their situation 
depends on the will of Hashem Yisbarach and sometimes He causes him 
to be frenzied because He wants him to change his situation but he has 
to know that no thrashing about will change his condition. 
When he returned to his holy grandfather, he claimed that he went to 
look for Eliyahu HaNavi but he did not see him, HaRav HaKadosh said: 
“When a good thought enters your mind because of a sighting, this is 
also due to the power of Eliyahu HaNavi.” 
In a similar vein we can say that is also an example for spiritual matters 
for HaKadosh Baruch Hu has placed on a Jew the yoke of Torah and 
mitzvos and He sets boundaries to fulfill His will, however, there are 
those that want to free themselves and rebel against the will of Hashem 
Yisbarach for the Inclination entices them by saying that by going 
against the will of Above it will be better for them chas v’chalilah, and 
so they try to break free of their binds. But in truth it is not helping 
them at all, for although HaKadosh Baruch Hu is slow to anger, the time 
will come when they will be punished for their actions. They are like 
those oxen that aside from hurting themselves they are not helping 
themselves at all. Rather, they must fulfill ‘you must be whole with 
Hashem, your G-d’ and to know that all that they do is to fulfill the will 
of Yisbarach and He will be concerned about their matters as it states 
(Devorim Rabbah Parashas Re’eh): Listen to me for there is no person 
who listens to me and loses out.  So too have Chaza”l said (Avos 2:4) 
‘Treat His will as if it were your own will, so that He will treat your will as 
if it were His will’ that is, that the purpose of doing His will brings the 
fulfillment of your will and not the opposite chas v’chalilah.    

To subscribe to the English edition 
shmuel191@msn.comPlease send an email to  

To subscribe to the Hebrew edition 
shivti11@gmail.comPlease send an email to  

mailto:shmuel191@msn.com
mailto:shivti11@gmail.com

