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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS KORACH תשע"ו 

FREEDOM AND THE FIREWORKS WITHIN 

The Imrei Emes relates a story about his father that one Succos, before the saying of the Hallel, 

the Sfas Emes announced that he senses very strongly that during this Hallel there is going to be  

a great shefah coming down from shamayim. Therefore everyone should have special extra 

kavanah when saying 'אנא ה. It was a remarkable Hallel something like no one really 

experienced previously. After the Hallel there rose a debate amongst the mispallelim to which 

 Others claimed it was .אנא ה' הושיעה נא was the Sfas Emes referring to. Many said it was  אנא ה'

 They approached the Rebbi and inquired from him to end the debate by .אנא ה' הצליחה נא 

revealing to them which group was correct. The Rebbi looked at them with his glaring eyes and 

responded “None of you are correct. My intention was to the passuk  אנא ה' כי אני עבדך“. 

In all honesty, we were all probably thinking on the same lines as most of the Sfas Emes’s 

congregants, but for a different reason. In Poland there was so much poverty and misfortune. 

Anti-Semitism was blatant and flagrant with little accountability to those who executed it. In fact 

they were encouraged and supported. Practically everyone needed desperately yeshuos and 

hatzlachos. So of course these requests of  'אנא ה are the first that come to mind. However, in 

our present time where we don’t live under the same pressures and conditions, it is the ideology 

of our culture which makes us respond similarly. 

I was in America during the fourth of July attending chassunah of one of my bachurim. 

Everywhere there was the celebration of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, an 

event that took place in 1776. This declaration justified the independence of the United States 

by listing colonial grievances against King George the 3rd  and by asserting certain natural and 

legal rights including a right of revolution. “All men are created equal and they are endowed by 

their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness”.  

We live in a culture that independence is synonymous with rights and entitlements. The first Ten 

Amendments to the Constitution called the Bill of Rights correspond to the Ten 

Commandments. The difference is rights versus commandments. Rights declare what is there in 

it for me which contrasts commandments which proclaims what is expected of me to do for you.  

One of the most known and visited symbols of liberty in New York is the Statue of Liberty. 

However, unknown to everyone is the fact that this statue was mirrored after the Roman 

Godess called Libertas which means freedom for she promoted to do anything that felt good. 

She was called the matron goddess of prostitution because she promoted sexual freedom. Just 

as the Roman Godess, the Statue of Liberty holds a torch in her hand. It could very well be that 

the torch she is holding symbolizes a subliminal message of the fire of temptation and lust, 

which in a democratic country, unlike a dictatorship and monarchy, legally promotes freedom 

that allows the breakdown of morality. 
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If one thinks this is just a ridiculous fabrication that the entry to N.Y. on the Hudson could 

symbolize freedom of such decadent behavior, one doesn’t have to look further than the Torah 

as it relates Yetzias Mitzrayim. The very first time the Torah mentions the term  חירות freedom 

is during the exodus where Yisrael camped before פי החירות where the avoda zarah of Baal 

Tzafon was situated (Shmos 14,2). The sefer  מי שילוח explains that the form of this avodah 

zarah was the bodies of a male and female together. The avodah zarah was placed in this area 

called חירת in order to convey the message that freedom means the ability to perform immoral 

acts as desired. The sefarim write that Baal Tzafon represented the 50th level of tumah as the 

word tzafon means hidden. One who has fallen into the fiftieth level cannot get himself out 

because he has already lost the recognition that he is sucked into the fantasy spell. Since Yisrael 

seemed to have been paralyzed there without journeying further, it demonstrated that they too 

were caught up in this invisible web of immoral pleasures and could not depart from them. It 

was for this reason that Pharaoh chased after them to return them back to Mitzrayim.  

Our Gedolim have coined the test of our generation “the ordeal of the internet - the 50th level of 

tumah. There is no question in my mind that this invisible web (waves) which promotes the 

freedom to enter sights of immorality is the avodah zarah of Baal Tzafon no less. Just take a look 

at the incredible gematriah of  אינטרנט which equals  בעל צפון. One does not need a stronger 

message than this to take serious heed concerning the lure of this invisible web. 

Today I bought a soda and the advertisement on it read I WANT YOU SO WANT ME.  This 

showed me that we have now flaunt unembarrassed that we have become a WANTON society. 

Wanton is defined as undisciplined and lewd.   

Man made freedom is doomed from the beginning for it leaves a trail of blood and oppression 

behind. Man has subjective reasoning and possesses an animal instinct therefore compromising 

his judgment of right and wrong. Hashem’s hashgacha had it that the iconic Liberty Bell. the 

symbol of American Independence cracked the first time is was rung. After conducting an 

analysis of the metal in the bell, it was concluded that a series of errors made in the 

construction, reconstructions and second reconstruction of the Bell, resulted in a brittle bell that 

barely missed being broken up for scrap. Bottom line is America can attempt to construct and 

reconstruct the ideal of freedom but as long as it is man made it remains with cracks and lacks 

perseverance. 

Only Hashem and His Torah can truly define freedom and independence, which is also the way 

how to experience true pleasure in this world. The true Eved Hashem understands very well that 

the degree of his freedom from the shackles of his yetzer harah parallels his degree of 

commitment of service, emunah, and dependence to his creator. Yes on Simchas Torah we 

dance and sing with the Torah for hours, hugging to our hearts and honoring it. What is all the 

dancing about? 613 Commandments! 613 plus disciplines! Explain that to a goy and he will 

definitely think that you are totally deranged and off your rocker rejoicing over such 

enslavement. But then again the nations of the world never tasted true freedom and 

independence which can only be defined by their creator. Am Yisrael doesn’t need external 
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explosions and lights in the skies to demonstrate the day of our freedom and independence. Our 

lights and explosions are internal and stem from our neshamos and the Torah which deepen our 

relationship with the one who created and chose us from amongst all the nations. Every single 

day of the year one can experience the fireworks of Torah that light up the farthest skies in the 

heavens and even further. 

Like the Gerer Chassidim by the Sfas Emes, our  choice of  'אנא ה would be either the  הושיעה or 

the הצליחה. However, the reason of our choice is because we live in a culture that just doesn’t 

know how to say NO to their cravings. We are so intoxicated with the doctrine of freedom, 

rights and entitlement, that we cross every boundary of morality that was once held sacred just 

a short time ago. Moshe Rabbeinu tells Korach  בקר ויודע ה' את אשר לו wait until the morning 

and Hashem will reveal who is worthy to be appointed. Rashi explains wait until the morning 

because now you are all intoxicated with wantonness, stepping over boundaries with the 

feelings of entitlement. Rid oneself of society’s freedom and align oneself to the wanting of 

Hashem. HE TRULY WANTS YOU SO YOU SHOULD TRULY WANT HIM. כמים פנים אל פנים. Only 

then can one’s freedom truly begin.   

Gut Shabbos  

Rav Brazil  


