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Powder Power 
Molad and Nolad on Shabbos 

 

Late one night, as Mrs. Berger was on her way 

upstairs to retire for the day, she passed her 

husband's lab. A strange crackling sound could be 

heard emanating from the room. This was followed 

by a loud exclamation of glee emanating from none 

other than our hero, Rabbi 

Berger. 

"What is it, Refoel? What 

discovery have you made 

now?" said a curious Mrs. 

Berger as she peeked her head 

into the room. 

"Come inside and I'll show 

you. I'm quite proud of my 

latest breakthrough," said Rabbi Berger proudly 

while holding aloft two test tubes. 

Upon entering she found her husband in the 

lab surrounded by various bottled chemicals.  

"Before I show you what happens when these 

chemicals are combined, I need to know if you 

would prefer a can of Sprite or Coke?" said Rabbi 

Berger cryptically. 

"I'd prefer Coke but only if you have a can 

without caffeine," responded Mrs. Berger wanting 

to see where her husband's antics were leading. 

Rabbi Berger reached into a cabinet and 

removed a warm can of caffeine-free Coke. 

"I prefer cold soda," said Mrs. Berger. "I'll go to 

the kitchen and get some from the fridge." 

"No need to bother. Here, watch this," he told 

his wife as he just poured the two chemicals into a 

bowl. As the liquids mixed the mysterious crackling 

sound was heard. Rabbi Berger dropped the can of 

soda into the mixture. After a mere thirty seconds 

he took out the can, pulled the 

ring and poured his wife a cup 

of soda. 

"I can't believe it," 

exclaimed an excited Mrs. 

Berger. "This Coke is chilled to 

perfection! By the way, what is 

that white powder I see 

forming in the bowl?" 

"Ahh! That is another wonderful part of this 

discovery. After a few minutes the liquid compound 

morphs into a powder capable of retaining the food 

or drink's coolness for another two hours," 

remarked our hero with a flare. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Berger couldn't wait for the next 

opportunity to use this amazing concoction. They 

figured that at the next family trip, (which seem to 

happen quite often in the Berger mishpacha) they 

would have their chance. But the opportunity 

presented itself even earlier. The very next Shabbos 

afternoon, Rabbi Berger went to visit his mother 

who resided in the adjacent apartment. 

“Mommy, you look a little pale and weak. 

What's the matter?" he asked worriedly. 
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“Well, that’s part of the package of senior 

citizenship. Also, Melissa my darling aid forgot to 

put my special energy drinks into the fridge. I don't 

like the way it tastes when it's warm," Bubby Baila 

responded. 

 

Creating something anew is rabbinically 

prohibited, because it is similar to performing 

melachah (Mishnah Brurah 320:33; Shmiras 

Shabbos K'hilchosah perek 10, footnote 14; 

Minchas Shlomo chelek 2 simon 34:29). 

However, for the sake of an elderly, not well 

person who is not in danger, one can ask a non-

Jew to do a prohibition on Shabbos that is 

M'drabonon (Shulchon Aruch 328:17; Mishnah 

Brurah 328:46; Sefer Refuas Yisroel page 5).  

“Melissa, please put these cans into a bowl, and 

pour these liquids on them,” requested Rabbi 

Berger.  

For the last few days, baby Rachel was having 

loose bowel movements. She was suffering from a 

terrible rash, which was soothed by sprinkling baby 

powder on the affected area. Mrs. Berger was 

changing her baby daughter. She reached for the 

baby powder but to her dismay, discovered that the 

bottle was empty. 

“Yehoshua and Yossi please check upstairs to 

see if we have anymore baby powder for Rachel. 

Binyamin and Shmuli please check downstairs. 

Goldy dear, please check this floor. Baruch, please 

go to Bubby’s apartment to check.”   

Baruch came into Bubby’s apartment. His astute 

eyes honed in straight at the powder in the bowl.  

 

The powder is considered muktzah and is 

forbidden to move on Shabbos. Beforehand it was 

liquid chemicals and now it changed forms and 

became a powder, something that came into 

existence for the very first time on Shabbos. 

Something created new on Shabbos is called nolad 

gamur, a category of muktzah (Tosfos Bei’ah 2b 

s.v. koy; 8b s.v. amar rav; Eiruvin 46a s.v. kol 

shekain).  

On the other hand all is not lost. The halachah 

is that if the newly formed creation can still fulfill 

the same function as the original product, then it 

can be used even for a different function. In our 

case, the powder still has a couple of hours of 

cooling power in it. Granted that the powder's 

power is not the same as the chemical mixture 

itself, nevertheless, since it possesses some of the 

same capabilities, the powder is not rendered 

muktzah. It is not considered a totally new 

creation to give it a muktzah status (Mishnah 

Brurah 498:78; Shaar Hatziyun 498:97).  

Therefore, the powder can be used on Shabbos 

not only to chill more drinks, but even for an 

alternative purpose. It seems the powder residue 

formed from the liquid chemicals can be used as 

baby powder as long as it is still able to retain 

coolness. Besides, Rachel sure won't mind the 

soothing effect.  

 

Is it permitted to mix chemicals 
together which will form a new 
entity, i.e. a powder, on Shabbos? 

“Tatty, can Mommy use this stuff as 
baby powder?” Can the chemical 
residue be used on Shabbos?" 
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