
 

  )'יח' גי( סב אלקי� את הע� דר� אר	 המדברוי
Hashem turned the nation toward the direction of the desert (13:18). 

Hashem did not lead the Jewish people through the land of the Pilishtim, even though 
it was a much shorter route to reach Eretz Yisroel. This was Hashem knew that the Pilishtim 
would not allow the Jewish people to traverse their land and would wage war against them. 
This, in turn, would weaken their spirit and they would want to return to Egypt. 

Rashi (13:17), writes that if even when going in a roundabout way, Hashem knew that 
the Jews may still want to return to Egypt, surely, if He would have taken them straight to 
Eretz Yisroel there was reason to be concerned that the Jews may want to return to Egypt. 

The Zera Shimshon asks that Rashi’s words are visibly puzzling; in fact the opposite is 
true. If they would have gone directly into Eretz Yisroel, their suffering from Egypt would 
still be fresh in their minds and they would be much less disposed of returning to Egypt. 
However, by going in a roundabout way and taking a longer time to reach Eretz Yisroel, the 
trauma may have faded somewhat and the Jews would be more comfortable returning to 
Egypt? This is clearly seen by the episode of the Meraglim, when, after hearing the 
derogatory reports of the spies about Eretz Yisroel, the Jews said (Bamidbar 14:4), “Let us 
appoint a head and return to Egypt”. 

On this statement that the Jews made regarding appointing a head to return to Egypt, 
the Zera Shimshon asks - why did they have to say, “Let us appoint a head etc.” they should 
have simply said, “Let us return to Egypt”? 

The Zera Shimshon explains, based on a well-known principal that the Megaleh 
Amukos writes.  

The Megaleh Amukos says that if Moshe Rabbeinu would have brought the Jewish 
people into Eretz Yisroel and built the Bais HaMikdosh, it would never been destroyed. As 
well, the Jewish people would not have gone into exile again. Instead, when they sinned, 
they would have been destroyed. However, if they were brought into Eretz Yisroel by 
someone other than Moshe Rabbeinu, when they sinned, Hashem would execute His ‘wrath’ 
on the Bais HaMikdosh and the Jews would go into exile. 

The Jewish people knew this and therefore reasoned, what good is it to enter Eretz 
Yisroel now with Moshe Rabbeinu as our head, if we sin we will be destroyed? It would be 
better to have a different head, even if that entails having to go back into exile, including 
Egypt.  

This is how the Zera Shimshon explains what the Jewish people meant when they 
said, “Let us appoint a head and return to Egypt”. Let us appoint a different head, even if it entails 
having to possibly return to Egypt in a future exile. 

The Zera Shimshon explains that this was the nature of the exchange between Moshe 
Rabbeinu and Hashem when Hashem told Moshe Rabbeinu that he should inform the Jewish 
people that Hashem is with them in this exile as He will be with them in future exiles. To 
this, Moshe Rabbeinu countered that why should he mention other exiles to them they have 
enough on their plate. This is because Moshe Rabbeinu knew that if he was to bring the 
Jewish people into Eretz Yisroel, there would never be another exile. And Moshe Rabbeinu 
did not want there to be any other exiles.  

The Zera Shimshon learns that had Moshe Rabbeinu been the one who was going to 
take them straight into Eretz Yisroel, then from the moment they left Egypt, no nation would 
have fought with the Jews on their way to Eretz Yisroel. 

Thus, when the Jewish people saw that Hashem circumvented the land of Pilishtim so 
that they would not be faced by war, they understood that there would eventually be more 
exiles that they would have to go through, since it was clear that they were avoiding war 
which meant Moshe Rabbeinu was not going to be the to bring them into Eretz Yisroel which 
in turn meant that when they eventually sinned they would be sent into exile again. 

With this, the Zera Shimshon explains what Rashi wrote - that if even when going in a 
roundabout way, Hashem knew that the Jews may still want to return to Egypt, surely if He 
would have taken them straight to Eretz Yisroel they would have desired to return to Egypt. 

Based on this understanding, Rashi meant to say the following. If, when the Jews 
knew that there would be more exiles in the future, which was now indicated by the fact that 
they circumvented Pilishtim and still, they wanted to return to Egypt, out of fear of war, 
surely, if they would have gone straight to Eretz Yisroel, which was indicative that there 
would be no more exiles, they would have wanted to return to Egypt, out of fear of possible 
destruction. They would have the option of leaving Eretz Yisroel alive to enter a different 
exile (symbolized by Egypt) and not be subject to possible destruction. 
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Beshalach 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� זכות רבינו שמשו� חיי�
נחו� צבי ר ”� הג"ל יעמד לימי� ולצד ידי"ז

ק ועידד אותנו זב� רחל שהוא אשר חי
להוציא דברי תורה של רבינו בשפת 

כותו לומדי� מאות אנשי� זאנגלית ועתה ב
 הזכות זמתורת רבינו מידי שבת בשבתו וב

  יתקיי� בו הבטחת רבינו במילואו 

Kindly say this Dvar Torah 

י"בשח, לרפואה שלימת רוני דינה בת סימי  

 


