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Chayai Sara 5777- The Fall 
  

 At the end of this week’s parsha we 

learn about (the death of) Yishmael and 

the spread of his descendants throughout 

the middle-east region. As the passuk 

says, “Al pnai kol echav nafal” - “He (the 

Yishmael clan) dwelt before all his 

brothers” (Beraishis, 25:18) The word 

nafal which here means “he dwelt”, 

normally translates as “he fell”. With this 

in mind, the Ba’al Haturim makes a 

declaration using a juxtaposition to the opening words of next week’s parsha, “Aileh 

Toldos Yitzchak - “These are the children of Yitzchak”. He tells us that in the end of 

time Yishmael will fall from power, and the flourishing of (Mashiach) the scion of King 

David, a descendant of Yitzchak, will take place. 

 It seems from the Ba’al Haturim that since Mashiach is termed as “a descendant 

of Yitzchak” there must be something inherent in the résumé of our Patriarch Yitzchak 

that enables the Yidden to put a stop to the power of Yishmael and usher-in the era of 

Mashiach. Perhaps we can suggest the following analysis. 

 It is well known that the nation of Yishmael has a power of Tefillah. This ko’ach 

is rooted way back in time when Hagar, Yishmael’s mother, prayed whilst on the lam 

from her mistress Sarah, where we find Hashem responded to her anguished cry for 

help [as the passuk says, “ki shama Hashem el anyaich”- “Hashem has listened to your 

pain” (Beraishis, 16:11)]. Years later, when Hagar & Yishmael were banished from the 

household of Avraham and where in the desert Yishmael fell deathly sick, the Torah 

tells us “Vayishma Elokim el kol hana’ar” - “Hashem listened to the voice of the lad” 

(Beraishis, 21:17).  This power of prayer has endured for millennia and has kept 

Yishmael in good stead through the ages. Until. Until the end of days, when the power 

of prayer exhibited by Yitzchak and bequeathed to his descendants, will come along 

and trump Yishmael’s. Rav Moshe Shapiro (Mima’amakim, Beraishis, page 117) 

explains the difference (and the more majestic aspect) between Yishmael’s prayers and 

Yitzchak’s. Yishmael, he says, knows how to communicate with Hashem when he’s in 

pain and in a foxhole. For that’s the type of prayer offered by Hagar & Yishmael to 

which Hashem responded. Yitzchak however, was the originator of the Mincha prayer. 

Rav Shapiro explains that Mincha is said at the end of a day, when man has already 

seen success in his endeavors. At that time of day man does not feel he is in any kind 

of proverbial foxhole, au contraire! he feels accomplished, perhaps even on top of the 

world. It is at this moment of contentment and wholeness that Yitzchak proposed man 

must reach out and pray to Hashem, utilizing his complete physical, mental and 

emotional persona to communicate with his Creator.  

 All prayers are loved by Hashem, but it is fair to suggest that one performed 

under duress, though more intense in nature, is lacking a certain je ne sais quoi that can 

only be found in a prayer offered from a state of shelaimus-completeness. Yes, the tear 

ducts may be closed, but the heart is open wide. And it is the Mincha, this exhilarating 



prayer that will finally put Bnai Yisrael over the hump-known-as-Galus, once and for 

all. 

 There is however, another delicious twist which gives Mincha some moxie and 

makes it the trigger for the advent of Mashiach. We know the Avos are the official 

architects of the three daily prayers. Avraham-Shachris, Yitzchak-Mincha, and Yaakov-

Maariv. Yitzchak's Mincha is found in this week’s parsha when it says “Vayaitzai 

Yitzchak lasoo’ach basadeh lifnos erev”- “And Yitzchak went out to talk in the field 

towards evening” Now one must ask, what type of talking was this? Who says this 

means prayer? Maybe Yitzchak went to chat with the local shepherds. Rashi, citing a 

Gemara (Berachos 26b) comes to the rescue and tells us that lasoo’ach is an expression 

of prayer as David Hamelech exclaimed (Tehillim, Chap. 102) “Eshpoch lefanav sichi” 

- “I will pour out before Him my prayer”. In other words, without the crucial quote from 

David we would be left high and dry in attempting to decipher what Yitzchak was doing 

out in the field that afternoon (see Tosfos in Avodah Zara 7b who makes this very point).  

 With this we can now suggest that although Yitzchak was the architect of 

Mincha, its revelation to the world at large and its inclusion in our daily regimen for 

eternity is dependent on David, the architect of Mashiach. And it is his participation in 

the development of this Tefillah that will give it an edge, and allow it to be the harbinger 

of the arrival and flourishing of David’s seed, Mashiach ben David. 
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