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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

ג(-והובא אל הכהן ויצא הכהן )יד:ב  
He shall be brought to the Kohen… the Kohen shall go forth (14:2-3) 

If the Kohen has to go out himself to the outside of the camp, why 
does the Torah state ‘The Metzora shall be brought to the Kohen?’ The 
K’sav Sofer explains that it is well-known that when one speaks badly 
about his friend, the other person takes all his Torah and Mitzvos from the 
one who spoke about him. This is hinted at in this Posuk: וזאת תהיה תורת'

 And this shall be the law of the Metzora’, this is the end result of‘ -  המצורע'
one who speaks Lashon Hara, 'והובא אל הכהן' – ‘And he shall be brought 
to the Kohen’, this law of the Metzora is brought in the merit of the Kohen, 
that is, the righteous person about whom he has spoken badly, for in 
general most of those who speak ill is about the righteous, the leaders of 
the generation which are called ‘Kohen’.  

(K’sav Sofer as brought in A Geshmake Vort) 

 

This week’s Parshah discusses how a Metzora has 

to bring two birds as part of his atonement (14:4). Why 

does he need two birds? Rav Naftoli Halberstam of 

Tshokova explains that the primary cause of Tzoraas is 

Lashon Hara, speaking negatively about others, which 

causes discord amongst people. The word Tzipor, bird, 

had the same numerical value as the word Shalom, 

peace (376). His two birds correspond to Aharon 

seeking out Shalom and loving Shalom (Pirkei Avos 

1:12). These birds atone for his actions which went 

against these principles. 
 

   Parshah Thoughts 
Ideas and Reflections 

 

Rabbi Aron Moshe Jacobsohn 
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                Candle Lighting: 7:18  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:00   Gra: 9:36 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:43 

Chatzos: 12:56       Sh'kiah: 7:37 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 8:21 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:50  

                                                 (some say 9:05) 
 
 

 
               Next Week: Pesach 
              Candle Lighting: 7:25 

The Baal HaTurim says that the Pasuk of 

“Zachor Es Yom HaShabbos” is the seventh Pasuk 

in the Aseres HaDibros. It also starts with the letter 

Zayin which has the numerical equivalent of seven. 

Two Pesukim later the Pasuk of “Atah U’Bincha 

U’Bitecha…” lists seven people in it. All these 

‘sevens’ are in honor of the seventh day of Shabbos. 

The Pasuk of “Zachor” itself has five words in it to 

show that whoever keeps Shabbos, it is as if he kept 

the entire Chamishah Chumshei Torah! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

If there is no Kohein in Shul by Laining, a Levi is called up to have an Aliyah in his 

place, or a Yisroel, and the one who is greater in Torah should be called up. The 

Gabbai should announce that the Levi or Yisroel is being called up in place of the 

Kohein. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:9) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tachanun is not recited for the entire month of Nissan. One 

reason for this is that in the Mishkan, the Nesi’im brought their 

Karbanos for the first twelve days of the month and they were 

considered Yomim Tovim. Erev Pesach, Pesach and Isru Chag, 

the day after Pesach are Yom Tov as well, and since most of the 

month was holy days of Yom Tov, the entire month was given a 

status as holy. (Orach Chaim 429:2 and Mishnah Brurah 7) 
 

 Middos      

There is a Minhag (as the Rama refers to it, but is actually 

a Halachah, see Sha’ar Hatziyon 429:7), which dates back to 

at least the times of the Gemara, (see Yerushalmi Bava Basra, 

1:4), that all the people of a city should give money to the poor 

of their town, so the poor will be able to purchase their needs 

for Pesach. This Tzedakah is called ‘Ma’os Chittim’, which 

means, ‘money for wheat’, as the funds were used to buy 

wheat to make Matzah. Over time the Minhag changed, and 

instead of giving wheat, the poor were given flour, and it was 

called ‘Kimcha D’Pischa’, flour for Pesach, and today, the 

Minhag is to give money to the poor, so they can get Matzah 

and any other Pesach needs. Anyone who withholds from 

participating in this mitzvah is transgressing an Aveirah, as the 

poor people rely on this money (Mishnah Brurah 429:6). There 

is no set amount of money to give for ‘Ma’os Chittim’, and 

each town should be aware of the needs of their people, and 

make sure that everyone has what they need for Yom Tov 

(Mishnah Brurah 429:4). 
 

A number of years ago, a man by the name of Reb Nissim rented 

out an apartment to a woman, on the ground floor of a building that he 

owned in Tel Aviv. The previous tenant was not observant at all, and 

had lived in this apartment for two years. However, problems had 

already started within the first month of her lease, when she had 

complained about seeing mice in her apartment. Reb Nissim was 

confused as to why there would be mice, since he had been renting this 

apartment for a very long time, and nobody ever had such a complaint. 

He was not going to argue the point, and if the tenant was claiming that 

there were mice in her apartment, then the solution was simple: he 

would call the city and ask them to carry out a pest control sweep of the 

area. When he called, the city sent someone over and swept out the area. 

Unfortunately, within just a few days, the tenant called him again with 

the same problem, that there were still mice in the apartment! After 

another pest control sweep, which was also ineffective, Reb Nissim 

offered to cancel the tenant’s lease without charging her. The woman, 

however, refused his offer, saying that she preferred to stay in the 

apartment, brave the mice, and continue to complain to him. One day, 

Reb Nissim came up with an idea. When the tenant called the next time 

to complain about mice, he told her the story of Rebbi Pinchas ben Yair 

(Yerushalmi, Demai 1:3), that all the people of a certain city went to see 

him. They seeked his help because of an epidemic of mice, which was 

threatening their entire harvest and could lead to a famine. After 

investigating the matter, Rebbi Pinchas ben Yair discovered that these 

people did not give Tzedakah, which is why their harvest was being 

attacked by mice. Reb Nissim said to the tenant, “I don’t know if this 

will help, but perhaps if you gave some Tzedakah, the mice will leave.” 

From that day on, she never called him to complain about the issue 

again! Reb Nissim was relieved, and never called to find out what 

happened in her apartment. He reasoned that as long as she wasn’t 

complaining, he preferred to avoid any problems and not contact her. A 

few months later, however, the woman called him because she had 

decided to move. She described to him all the changes that had taken 

place in her life since their conversation, when he encouraged her to 

give Tzedakah. She said, “My friends here in the big city, view the poor 

people as ‘parasites’ and ‘opportunists’, and there certainly wasn’t any 

reason to help them. At first, I disagreed with them, but after a while, 

their words made their way into my heart, and I began refusing to help 

people, and I stopped giving money to Tzedakah. The day I refused to 

give Tzedakah to someone was the day when the mice started to appear! 

When you brought up the subject of Tzedakah, you triggered something 

within me, and I knew I must change my ways. A miracle then 

happened, and when I started giving Tzedakah, the mice vanished as if 

they had never been there in the first place!” The tenant decided to 

move away from her ‘friends’, and live a more upstanding life. Soon 

after, a different tenant moved in to the apartment, and after a short 

time, this new tenant called Reb Nissim with the same complaint: There 

were mice in the apartment! This time, Reb Nissim already knew how 

effective the city’s pest control services were, and he did not try 

contacting them to solve the problem. Instead, he advised the tenant to 

give some money to Tzedakah, and explained what had happened to the 

previous tenant. As Reb Nissim expected, once the new tenant gave 

money to Tzedakah, the mice completely vanished! 
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ע"ה פישל ירחם בת צפרה  
May her Neshamah have an Aliyah! 
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 בס"ד
       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 
       L’Maaseh 

                 A Tale to Remember 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
When seeing fruit trees that are beginning to bloom in the month of 

Nissan, there is a Mitzvah to say Birchas HaIlanos (Orach Chaim 

226:1, Mishnah Brurah 1). Preferably this Brachah should be 

recited over two or more trees that are together, and not with a 

single tree. However, if it was recited on one tree it is 

acceptable (Kaf HaChaim 226:2). This Brachah may only be said 

once a year, and according to some poskim only during the 

daytime (Mishnah Brurah 226:3). The Brachah on seeing a 

blossoming tree should ideally not be recited on Shabbos, as we are 

concerned that one may touch the tree and break off a branch from it 

which would be an Aveirah of Chillul Shabbos, as well as for 

Kabalistic reasons. However, if it is seen on Shabbos and it will be 

the last opportunity to recite the Brachah, it may indeed be said (Kaf 

HaChaim 226:4). The Brachah on seeing blossoming trees is recited 

only on fruit trees, and only when the buds or flowers are seen in the 

early stages of blooming, and not on trees where only leaves are 

seen and not where the fruit has already completely 

developed (Mishnah Brurah 226:2,4). According to Kabalah, 

reciting this Brachah, is a big Tikkun, a spiritual correction for those 

Neshamos that are hovering between the two worlds as a Gilgul, a 

reincarnated Neshamah, and is in the bark of these trees. Therefore, 

when saying the Brachah, it’s important for one to have in mind for 

Hashem to have mercy on these Neshamos to allow them to return to 

their place in Olam Haba! (Kaf HaChaim 226:8) 

 


