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Now You Know 
When Dina was kidnaped by 

Shechem, his father Chamor told 

her family that “his soul cleaved to 

her.” Yaakov’s sons said, “We 

cannot give our daughters to men 

who are uncircumcised for it is 

disgusting to us.” They would only 

agree if, “You will be like us, and 
circumcise every male.” 

Infatuated with Dina, Shechem 

convinced his nation to be 

circumcised. “On the third day, 

when they were in pain,” Shimon 

and Levi killed the people of the city 
and took Dina back. 

The rationale for their actions is a 

topic for another day, but they had 

made a stipulation. They said, “If 
you will be like us.” In what way? 

When Avraham had his circumcision, 

the Torah tells us that he was 

outside looking for guests. It takes 

the Gemara (Bava Metzia 86b) to tell 

us it was the third day from the 
mila, when it is most painful. 

While Avraham sought to do even 

more mitzvos, the people of 

Shechem were “pained,” loudly 
complaining about it. 

THAT is not, “Like us.” One who 

finds mitzvos a burden or painful is 

missing the point and not acting like 
a child of Yaakov Avinu. 

Thought of the week: 

If G-d is your co-pilot, 
you’re sitting in His seat. 

(DY:BL TYwARB) „.WYXA WsEL HXNM WDYB ABH IM XQYW AWHH HLYLB Ow ILYW‰ 
“And [Yaakov] slept there that night, and he took from what came to his hand an 
offering to Esav, his brother.”(Genesis 32:14) 

As the meeting with his brother came closer, Yaakov was fearful. He prayed for salvation 
from having to kill or being killed. Then the Torah tells us he slept in that place, and when 
he awoke he started preparing an offering for Esav in order to appease him. 

Two things need explanation: first, why does the Torah tell us he slept there, and second, 
what is meant by the phrase, “from what came to his hand” mean in this context? 

The various commentaries offer explanations of what it means that he took what was in his 
hand. Either it was things that were in his possession, unlike servants who are people and 
not truly possessed, or perhaps it was things that were not holy, once the tithes had been 
taken from them. They don’t, however, seem to address Yaakov’s sleeping in that place or 
its connection to the gift. 

The last time the Torah tells us he slept was on his way to Lavan over twenty years 
previously. At that time, when he slept, HaShem came and promised to protect him. 
Perhaps here he was trying to see if HaShem would reiterate the promise. When he had no 
vision, he got up and began preparing the gift. 

The Netziv comments that when Yaakov realized Esav wasn’t coming that day, he decided 
to break camp and sleep in peace that night. Then, in the morning, he [calmly] began 
preparing the gift for Esav. 

The Ramban’s commentary on, “what came to his hand” is different than most of the other 
commentaries. He says that Yaakov took what he had on hand, animals, and used that for 
a gift, instead of seeking silver and gold vessels and precious items. 

These two explanations give us a new perspective on Yaakov’s approach to his fear. When 
it first started, he poured out his heart to HaShem. But he didn’t remain broken. He was not 
paralyzed with fear. On the contrary, he was able to be calm. 

He didn’t stay awake all night dreading what might happen, and he didn’t obsess about 
finding the perfect gift. How was Yaakov able to rest peacefully and give whatever gift he 
had without making himself crazy trying to please Esav? 

He exercised what Dovid HaMelech says in Tehillim (55:23): “Cast your burden upon 
HaShem, and He will sustain you.” The troubles we face are insurmountable – on our own. 
But once you ask HaShem to help, and essentially make it HIS problem, you can rest 
assured that He will not let you down. This is what Yaakov did, and that is how he was able 
to handle the situation with serenity. 

One Friday found the Baal Shev Tov with no money and no food for Shabbos.  With no 
other choice, he realized that he needed to come onto the assistance of another.  He went 
to the home of a wealthy man, knocked almost imperceptibly, and whispered in a barely 
audible tone, “Ich darf af Shabbos – I’m in need for Shabbos.”  Then he turned and left. 

Suddenly, the door opened and the rich man ran after the retreating figure.  Handing the 
Baal Shem some money, he asked, “Why didn’t you knock louder or wait for me to 
answer?”   

Said the Baal Shem: “I had to make my effort, and I did that.  Everything else I left to 
HaShem, and as you can see, He came through.” 
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Mazal & Bracha to our son  
Mo Y‰N Y‰N Y‰N Y‰N on his Aufruf this 
Shabbos and upcoming 
wedding to Miriam ÂYXTÂYXTÂYXTÂYXT.  

May they continue to be a source 

of Yiddishe Nachas to us all! 
Chavi & Larry Stern 

Woodmere, NY 
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