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Now You Know 
At the beginning of the sixth Aliya, 
(23:20) HaShem tells Moshe He will 

send an angel to guide Klal Yisrael 
because ultimately we would sin and 
drive away G-d’s countenance, ending 

His direct involvement in our day-to-
day lives. Instead, this angel imbued 
with Godliness would lead us to the 
Promised Land. 

The next posuk warns us to listen to 
the angel since he is perfect and has 
no understanding of someone going 
against HaShem’s will. He just does 

his job and gives no leeway. 

Often, people want to have a spiritual 
leader who is perfect, and yet allows 

them to be imperfect. This posuk lets 
us know that doesn’t work. 

If we expect our Rabbi or Teacher to 
understand our challenges, we need 

to understand that he must have 
challenges of his own. A one-off 
failure doesn’t mean we write him off. 

Rather, if we see a leader who picks 
himself up after mistakes and learns 
from them, that is someone who can 
understand and properly lead a 

congregation. 

Perhaps also, this alerts us to the fact 
that if, despite sinning, we can find a 
way to keep HaShem’s countenance 

close, through loving Him and working 
to fix our errors, we can earn back the 
hashgacha pratis to have HaShem in 
our lives all day every day. 

Thought of the week: 

An immovable object is no 
match for the irresistible 
force powered by love.  

(W-H:AK TWMw) „.OLWEL WDBEW...YNB TAW YTwA TAW YNDA TA YTBHA...‰ 
“…I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free. Then his master 
shall take him to the doorpost… and he is his slave forever.”(Exodus 21:5-6) 

Our Parsha begins with the laws of the Eved Ivri, the Jewish person who became so 
destitute he sold himself as a slave, or else he stole and was sold as a slave by the 
court. The law says he only works for six years and in the seventh he goes free. But 
this fellow was different. 

He likes his life as it is. His master is good to him (as mandated by Torah law) and he 
has a wife and children without having to worry about supporting them (the master’s 
job again.) He decides he doesn’t want to leave. He is taken to the doorpost and his 
ear is pierced. This symbolizes that he should have harkened when G-d said, “They 
are MY servants.” 

Though this man made a poor choice, we learn something key to serving HaShem. If 
one wants to remain an eved HaShem, a servant of G-d “forever,” it can only happen if 
he LOVES his Master. Fear of G-d is insufficient to remain connected as over time 
fears subside and people become jaded. Love, however, continues to grow and 
doesn’t wane over time. Only one who loves HaShem will be able to remain a faithful 
servant forever. 

In Shema, the first paragraph requires us to love HaShem with all our hearts, our lives, 
and our valuables. The second paragraph doesn’t require us to love HaShem with our 
money. It says, “If you will hearken to My commandments to love HaShem with all your 
hearts and your very life, then I will send the rain in its time and your crops will grow.”  

What’s happening is that HaShem is helping us to love Him with our money. If we work 
on getting to love Him with all our hearts and souls, then He shows us that all our 
money comes from Him, just as the slave had all his needs provided by his master. 
This leads us to love HaShem with and through our money as well. 

If, however, we fail to realize this, and we turn to other gods, or even to the god of “self-
made” men, then HaShem takes away everything, even what we had before, to show 
that it all comes from Him. 

The rest of Mishpatim contains numerous laws that require us to part with our money. 
This is possible once we’ve come to realize that HaShem is the source of everything 
we are and everything we have. Then, we are able to love Him with our money, by 
keeping His laws even when they cause us a financial loss. It is the love for Him that 
enables us to do things others cannot, and will empower us to serve HaShem forever. 

Someone once asked R’ Moshe Feinstein z”l why so many people in America became 
secular and did not keep Shabbos, when their parents expressed such mesiras nefesh, 
self-sacrifice, for Shabbos, even losing their jobs and suffering in order not to desecrate it. 

R’ Moshe sighed and said, “It is precisely because they had mesiras nefesh.”  When 
questioned, R’ Moshe explained: “Self-sacrifice is fine for one’s self, but it cannot be 
transmitted to the next generation.   

In order for the next generation to develop its own self-sacrifice, the love of Shabbos must 
be conveyed with joy and happiness; realizing its tranquility, beauty, and pleasure.  Then 
the Shabbos will become a part of them.  But, if one looks at Shabbos merely as a day 
when one cannot do things, why would the next generation want anything to do with it?” 
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This issue sponsored in honor of  

Kayla Bracha Atlas 
Upon becoming a bas mitzvah  

and Yehuda Atlas 
Upon becoming a bar mitzvah 

by their proud parents  

Shimmy and Sara Atlas  
of Chicago, IL. 

May you have much Yiddishe nachas! 

Trust me, You’ll 

love it! 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


