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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the transition
from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to send you this sicha
without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this sicha out to you, it does mean that
if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.
Shabbat Shalom,
Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would like to express its gratitude to Richard and Anita Grossman for their ongoing support for the
Yeshiva in general and specifically our computer center. This enables us to communicate this sicha to you each
week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

HaRav Nebenzahl on Parshat Emor

EMOR 5777

REFLECTIONS ON THE MITZVAH OF SEFIRAS HAOMER

In this week's parsha we are commanded "usfartem lachem mimacharas HaShabbos", "you shall count
for yourselves on the day after the Shabbos (referring to the first day of Pesach). What is the message
behind this mitzvah? Why must we count these days? On the surface one would say that it is to show
that we are excitedly waiting to receive the Torah, our eagerness for Torah. Just like, lehavdil, those
who love football can't wait for the next football game, while to those who don't have an interest there
is no such buildup.

But if so, why do we begin from one and count until forty-nine, shouldn't we count how many days
remain until we will receive the Torah?  One explanation is that it commemorates the counting during
the first year the Jewish nation left Egypt. They weren't told exactly when the Torah was given they
just knew that they were on their way to that great event. They counted from the beginning.

These forty-nine days are preparation for Matan Torah, tremendous things happened during these
seven weeks - the sea was split, there was the water in Marah where we were also given Shabbos and
other commandments. There was also the battle with Amalek. All this took place during these seven
weeks and was part of our preparation for Matan Torah. The Midrash teaches us that the angels asked
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, now that the Jewish people left Egypt why not give them the Torah immediately.

Hashem answered that the people worked very hard in Egypt and needed a rest before receiving the
Torah. The Torah therefore was given after a period of rest. The Torah was given to us with the
sounds of the shofar, and it became a mitzvah to blow the shofar every fifty years signifying the Yovel.
The connection is that on Yovel the slaves become free, and when we received the Torah we became
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free of our servitude to the yetzer hara.  We were granted a holyh soul - Elokai neshama shenatat bee
tehorah hee as we say every morning.  While we all try to perform mitzvoth, unfortunately we are also
enticed to do things we shouldn't be doing, this is the influence of our physical body.

It's important that we strengthen ourselves during Matan Torah, that we be good to each other. The
disciples of R' Akiva died during this week because they didn't accord each other sufficient honor. We
must make sure not to make the same mistake, to honor and love each other as much as possible.
These are positive steps we must be taking as we approach Matan Torah.

Many tragedies happened during this time and therefore we are strict with our observance of mourning
practices during this time. Some commentaries claim that the period of Sefiras Haomer is like Chol
Hamoed - between the Yom Tov of the first day of Pesach and of Shavuos. This is a time to strengthen
our mitzvah observance both in the realm of between man and Hashem and between man and his
fellow man.

We must strive to know and understand Torah better and better. We'll never uncover the complete
depth of Torah, only Hashem understands His reasoning. The Torah is endless. Even Moshe Rabenu,
after learning for so many years in Gan Eden doesn't understand the Torah to the fullest extent. The
main reason we count the days is therefore because that's the mitzvah that we were commanded.

Today the counting  of  the  Omer is  a  rabbinic commandment because we don't  have the  Korban
HaOmer.  Let us pray that speedily in our day, the Beis Hamikdash will be rebuilt and once again the
mitzvah of Sefiras Haomer will be a Torah commandment. May we soon be able to fulfill the mitzvah of
Aliyah laregel by bringing the appropriate Korbanos of the day. May we all remember to be good to
each other and accept the Torah with love and joy, and we hope and pray that Hashem will build the
Beis Hamikdash speedily in our day. Amen.
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