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1. For the first seventy years or so of his life, Avrom had dedicated himself to teaching 

everyone he could reach that the idol-worship and paganism that had enslaved almost 

the whole of Mankind was wrong and degrading.  Instead of the lives of men being ruled 

by their blind superstitions and their fear of imagined, capricious gods and forces, Avrom 

taught that in truth the world and all of creation is the work of the One True G-d Who 

has called everything into purposeful existence.  He it is Who oversees everything in 

existence and He it is Who is the True Judge of all His creatures, Who grants just reward 

and punishment for all human behaviour.  Avrom thus brought about the most 

fundamental change in the story of Mankind, for his teachings ultimately free humanity 

from the serfdom of idolatry and paganism.  He brought everyone who came into contact 

with his teachings a new-found realization of the human potential and its genuine 

purpose and showed how all of Mankind can elevate itself and fulfil its spiritual yearning 

when it conforms with G-d’s Will.  But in teaching this, Avrom incurred the wrath of the 

priest castes of the old order of the pagan world and those kings and rulers whose 

domination and tyranny was founded on their subjects’ ignorance and superstition.  For 

this reason, Avrom had had to leave his birthplace, for the king there, Nimrod, saw in 

him a challenge to his authority.  [ See last week’s  SIDRA  OF  THE  WEEK :  נח.]  
Despite this opposition, wherever he went, Avrom sought to open the eyes of the people 

to the Sovereignty of HaShem and thus he indeed founded a new world order. 

2. Even though he was firm in his belief and trust in HaShem and was able to convince 

hundreds and thousands of people to throw off the shackles of idol-worship and 

paganism, he had never received even a single revelation from HaShem Himself to 

encourage him in his life’s work, for HaShem wants people to come to the true belief in 

Him through their own efforts, without any direct prompting from HaShem Himself.  

Thus, it was only when Avrom was about seventy years old that he received his first 

prophecy.  In this, his first direct communication from HaShem, he was told to move 

away even further from his homeland, in the locality of the town of Ur.  (Ur, today’s el 

Muqeiyar, not far from present-day Kuwait City, subsequently became a part of that 

country settled by the later-emerging Chaldeans, hence the misnomer “Ur of the 

Chaldees.”)  Although Avrom had already moved away from Ur with his father, Terrach, 

and was at Chorron (today’s Haran) in the Land of the Two Rivers — about six hundred 

miles away from Ur — HaShem now directed Avrom to distance himself also from the 

influences of his birthplace and his father’s house, for Avrom’s teachings were to be free 

of any of this old culture and background. 

3. HaShem promises Avrom that He will make him into a great nation, that He will bless 

him with fabulous wealth and that He will make him vastly famous.  In this way, people 

will more readily listen to his teachings for it is the common reaction of people to dismiss 

out of hand a radically new idea if the one who teaches it is of poor social standing, but to 

SIDRA  OF  THE  WEEK :    לך  לך



SIDRA  OF  THE  WEEK :  לך  לך 
 

 

—     2   — 

 
For questions, comments or suggestions, or to be included on our e-mailing list and receive these Sheets, send an e-mail to  oyb@seniors.org.uk 

treat with more respect and to consider the merits of that message more carefully if the 

new ideal is taught by a very rich man.  Thus, the teachings of Avrom will come to be 

accepted by the peoples of the world and, through the nation that descends from him, 

will be continued for all time and in every place. 

4. Avrom obeys HaShem’s command and, without knowing exactly where he is to go, 

except that it is to the south, he travels southwards.  When he arrives in the land then 

inhabited by the Kenaanites, HaShem tells him that this is the Land that HaShem will 

give to Avrom’s children.  But just then a famine breaks out in that very Land (though 

the neighbouring countries were not affected).  This was another of the tests of Avrom 

and demonstrated how he did not complain about his descendants being given this Land 

which seemed to be prone to famine and drought.  Avrom’s trust in HaShem remains 

steadfast and without any complaint or question, he travels down to Egypt where there is 

an abundance of food and water for his family and the hundreds of people who have 

chosen to be his followers. 

5. As soon as he arrives in Egypt, however, his clanswoman Sorai (who is his wife) is taken 

against her will to Par’o, king of Egypt, for she was exceedingly beautiful and the 

Egyptians, unaccustomed to such beauty, thought that she would be fitting as the wife of 

their king.  Par’o is severely punished by HaShem for this abduction, but he is spared 

from further punishment when he makes amends and honours Avrom, bestowing great 

wealth and many possessions upon him.  Avrom, knowing that HaShem would save his 

wife from any harm (in fact, this was another of the tests that demonstrated his trust in 

HaShem) regarded the fame and fortune that had been so suddenly thrust upon him as 

the Will of HaShem, for now people held him in high esteem and some awe, and his 

message about HaShem being the Compassionate G-d and Father of all Mankind made a 

deep impression upon everybody.  (It is worthy of note that the barbaric rite of human 

sacrifice, which was practised in ancient Egypt, has been shown to have suddenly 

ceased completely at the very time which corresponds exactly with Avrom’s short 

sojourn there.)  Indeed, throughout Avrom’s life and travels, it was HaShem’s plan that 

he should come into personal and direct contact with kings and rulers, who always 

showed the greatest genuine respect to the man that they called the “Prince of G-d.” 

6. After this, Avrom returns to the Land of Kenaan, where the famine has ended (its 

purpose, Avrom’s visit to Egypt and his unnatural rise to fame, being accomplished) but 

there is strife between the shepherds of Lot (the nephew of Avrom, who travelled with 

him) and the shepherds of Avrom, on account of their vast flocks of sheep and herds of 

cattle.  Even though he had benefited greatly through being related to Avrom (the king of 

Egypt had lavished gifts upon him, too) Lot now ungratefully presumed to be the 

inheritor of his ageing uncle, as Avrom had no children.  But their argument was made 

more painful because of Lot’s own dishonest behaviour towards the Kenaanite 

inhabitants of the Land, which reflected badly on Avrom himself and what he 

represented.  But in any case, Lot found life with Avrom and his G-d too restrictive for his 

libertine tastes, and he chose to move away from Avrom so as to settle near to S’dom, a 

town which already at that time had a reputation as a place of wickedness. 
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7. Just as soon as Lot has moved away, HaShem again assures Avrom that the Land, at that 

time occupied by the Kenaanites and their fellow clans, will indeed be given to Avrom’s 

descendants, the Jewish People. 

8. It was around this time that the five kings of the cities that made up the Confederation of 

Sdom rebelled against their distant overlords to whom they had sent tribute in years past.  

These mighty kings of the north (one of them was Nimrod) then marched against the 

rebel city states with a vast horde of fighting men and in the battle of these five kings and 

the four, the revolt was mercilessly crushed and all the people of the five towns of the 

Confederation were taken captive, together with their possessions.  Lot, who had by then 

settled in the vicinity of Sdom, was taken too, and the news of Lot’s capture was brought 

to Avrom, who immediately pursued the victorious kings and their fighting men.  In a 

night time raid, Avrom, with his trusty three hundred and eighteen man, attacks the 

kings of the north and rescues all the captives and their possessions, together with Lot 

and all his possessions. 

9. Upon his return, Avrom is greeted by the king of Sdom (who comes out of hiding once 

Avrom has completely routed the kings of the north) and Avrom returns all the 

possessions to him, refusing to take anything for himself from the king of Sdom, saying, 

“Let it not be said that the king of Sdom has made me rich when it is HaShem alone 

Who has prospered me.”  

10. HaShem appears to Avrom and reassures him that He will greatly reward him for his 

good work.  HaShem instructs Avrom to set up the Covenant of the Pieces and HaShem 

promises Avrom that despite his advanced age, he will indeed be the father of the great 

and renowned People of G-d, the Jewish People.  He is told that they will possess the 

Land as promised, though only after being enslaved and even cruelly treated.  But after 

thus having been tested and cleansed through their sufferings, and having learned to live 

under the yoke of foreign masters, the Jewish Nation will also always know to trust in 

HaShem as their Redeemer from their slavery and troubles.  After learning obedience to 

their Egyptian slave-masters they will be well-trained to instead place themselves under 

the Authority of HaShem and His Torah.  And having suffered persecution as foreigners 

and strangers, they will have learned to sympathize with the foreigner and stranger and 

to teach the lesson of the brotherhood of Man to the whole world.  Thus, their Egyptian 

Experience would form an essential part of this training and preparation to be the People 

of G-d and His messengers to all Mankind.  

11. During their short stay in Egypt, Par’o, besides the gift of material wealth that he had 

bestowed upon them, had shown to Avrom and his wife much honour and high regard.  

Even though Par’o himself, and his people, were steeped in idolatry and immorality, and 

even though they chose not to give up their own ways, nevertheless, they recognized the 

truth and goodness of Avrom’s new teachings.  In fact, because Par’o saw in Avrom such 

goodness and nobility of spirit, and, even more, when he experienced the miracles done 

to protect Sorai when she was abducted and withheld by him, he wished his own 

daughter, Hoggor, to join Avrom’s household.  “It is better that my daughter should be a 

member of this household — even as a servant girl — rather than she should be a 
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mistress of another’s house.”  Thus it was that Hoggor, the Egyptian princess, daughter 

of Par’o, became the handmaiden of Sorai.  

12. (Incidentally, much the same had happened many years before, with Nimrod, the king 

of Avrom’s country of birth, who had sent Avrom and his family away.  Before they had 

left, Nimrod, ostensibly as a rare token of respect, had given his own son to Avrom to be 

Avrom’s servant.  Really, he had intended to plant him in Avrom’s household that he 

should report back to him Avrom’s plans of military conquest or rebellion, for that was 

the only real threat that he could envisage in the ascendancy of Avrom that had been 

foretold by his clairvoyants.  In the event, this man, called Eliezer, became the true 

servant of Avrom and is held up as the epitome of loyalty and trustworthiness.) 

13. At Sorai’s instigation, Avrom marries Hoggor so that she, Sorai, who was not able to have 

children of her own (and in any case was now long passed childbearing age) would be 

able to foster Avrom’s children from Hoggor.  However, when Hoggor sees that she is 

pregnant, she imagines herself superior to Sorai, who has not been blessed to have 

children from Avrom, and because of Sorai’s unfairly harsh treatment of her, she runs 

away.  An angel of HaShem appears to her and she is ordered to return to Sorai her 

mistress, and at the same time she is told of the future birth of her son Yishmo’el, whose 

descendants will be numerous and from whom will emerge a nation that will have a great 

influence over the families of man. 

14. Avrom was ninety nine years old when HaShem appeared to him and commanded him 

concerning Bris Mi’loh.  He tells him also that his name is no longer to be “Avrom,” 

meaning “the leader of the people of Arram” (his country of origin) but “Avrohom,” 

meaning “the father of a multitude of nations.”  Sorai’s name, meaning “my princess,” is 

to be changed too, to “Soroh,” meaning “the princess,” for she is to be the princess over 

all.  HaShem tells Avrohom that he shall have a son from Soroh and they shall call him 

“Yitzchok” (“meaning, “happy laughter,” on account of Avrohom’s joyous response to 

the foretelling of his birth) and that the Jewish Nation is to be from him.  In answer to 

Avrohom’s concern about Yishmo’el, he is told that Yishmo’el, too, will become a great 

nation, for he too is the son of Avrohom. 

15. Immediately after this communication from HaShem (even before he had a calm 

moment in which to gently tell his wife Soroh of HaShem’s assurance that she will give 

birth to a child) Avrohom makes the necessary preparations and, as commanded by 

HaShem, circumcises all the males of his household, including his son Yishmo’el (who 

was thirteen years old at the time) and then himself.  This, the Bris Mi’loh, the Covenant 

of Circumcision, is the sacred sign on our physical bodies of that special Covenant 

between HaShem and the Jewish People and is called, to this day, “the Covenant of 

Avrohom our father, peace be upon him — ִר " לֹום  יתוֹ ּבְ ל  ַאְבָרָהם  ָאִבינּו  ָעָליו  ַהׁשָ "ׁשֶ . 
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Adapted from “The Prisoner and other Tales of Faith” by Rabbi Salomon Alter Halpern,  

published by Feldheim. 

 

It was in the time of Amraffel, king of Shinnar, Aryoch, king of Ellossor, Kedor-Le’omer, king of Aylam 

and Tiddal, king of Goyyim when they waged war with Be’ra, king of S’dom, Birsha, king of Ammorah, 

Shin’ov, king of Admoh, Shem-Ayver, king of Tzevoyyim and the king of Be’la (later called Tzoar).  All 

these came together in the Valley of Siddim (which later became the Salt Sea).  For twelve years they had 

paid tribute to Kedor-Le’omer but in the thirteenth year they rebelled.  Then, in the fourteenth year, 

Kedor-Le’omer came with the kings that were his allies.  They smote the Refo’im in Ashteros-Karnayyim, 

the Zuzzim in Hom, the Aymim in Shoveh-Kiryosoyyim and the Chorim in the hill-country of what was 

later Sayir, as far as El Porron, which borders the wilderness.  Then they turned back and came to Ayn 

Mishpot (that is, Ko’desh) and they conquered the entire countryside (which later was the territory of the 

Ammolaykim) as well as the Emmorim who lived in Chatzatzon-Tamar.  Then the kings of S’dom, 

Ammorah, Admoh and Tzevoyyim and Be’la (that is, Tzoar) marched forth and they joined battle in the 

Valley of Siddim with Kedor-Le’omer, king of Aylam, Tiddal, king of Goyyim, Amraffel, king of Shinnar 

and Aryoch, king of Ellossor: the four kings against the five.  Now, the Valley of Siddim was full of tar pits 

and when the kings of S’dom and Ammorah tried to flee, they fell in there, while the rest fled to the hills.  

The invaders seized all the possessions of S’dom and Ammorah and all the food and they went their way.  

With them, they took also Avrom’s nephew, Lot, who dwelt in the vicinity of S’dom, and his possessions, 

and they departed.  A refugee came, and told Avrom the Hebrew, who was living in the plains of Mamray 

the Emmori, a clansman of Eshkol and Onare, allies of Avrom.  When Avrom heard that his clansman 

had been taken captive, he led forth the trained men of his household, three hundred and eighteen man, 

and he chased after the invaders, catching up with them at the place (later) called Don.  He divided his 

forces against them and attacked that night, he and his servants, and he defeated them, and chased them as 

far as Chovah, which is to the left of Damascus.  He brought back all the possessions and also Lot his 

clansman he brought back, and his possessions, and also the women and all the other people.  Later, the 

king of S’dom came out to meet Avrom in the Valley of Sho’veh (that is, the Valley of the King) after 

Avrom had returned from defeating Kedor-Le’omer and the kings that were his allies.  Then Malki-

Tzeddek, king of Salem — he was priest to the Most High G-d — brought out bread and wine.  He saluted 

Avrom and said:  “Avrom is blessed by the Most High G-d, Possessor of heaven and earth!  And blessed, 

too, is the Most High G-d Who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” and Avrom gave him a tenth 

of everything.  The king of S’dom said to Avrom:  “Give me the people and you can keep the possessions.” 

 But Avrom replied to the king of S’dom:  “I have lifted up my hand and sworn to G-d the Most High, the 

Possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take anything, not even a thread or a shoe-lace, nor anything 

that is yours, so that you cannot later say, ‘I made Avrom rich.’  The only exception is what the young 

men have eaten and the share which belongs to my allies, Onare, Eshkol and Mamray: they deserve their 

share.”  
 [Berayshis, Chapter 14] 

 

From his hiding-place amongst the rocks, Paltiel peered up at the sky.  He knew the stars well 

— the old shepherd with whom he used to keep night watches had made him repeat their 
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names over and over again.  And the stars were the same here as at Chevron, even here in the 

foothills of the Lebanon highlands. 

Yes, calculated the boy, soon it would be midnight.  A fire-arrow shot from the opposite hill 

would be the signal.  And then they would charge the enemy.   

The enemy!  “Some enemy!” thought Paltiel.  Thousands upon thousands of trained fighting-

men!  The four combined armies of the Land of the Two Rivers.  Paltiel shuddered.  He was 

only sixteen and had never fought men before — though he had fought jackals.  Once, he had 

even helped to chase a bear.  But men, soldiers!  His heart felt like a lump of ice. 

What was it the Master had said?  “Anyone who is afraid can stay behind.  And if we should 

not return he shall be free of his bond.”  Should he turn back?  There was still time.  But — 

was he really a coward?  He wondered whether the other boys — or even the men — of his 

group, now waiting in their hiding-places in the surrounding hills, all round the enemy camp, 

had the same feeling.  Well, they had all been pretty frightened on the day of the assembly. 

Paltiel remembered how pale they had looked when they rose, one after the other, and spoke 

against the plan.  All the older men, bondmen or free, the Master had asked them all.  And 

each had said more or less the same:  “How can a small band of shepherds hope to win 

against four mighty armies?” 

And then the Master, Avrom, had spoken.  Paltiel recalled the intensity and deep feeling of 

the Master’s words, spoken so quietly but so powerfully.  As he had spoken, Paltiel saw that 

what he said made such good sense.  It was so right.  And Paltiel realized again what a great 

leader the Master was and he felt so happy to be one of his followers.  The Master’s speech 

had made such an impression that he could still recall it clearly, almost word for word. 

“It is very hard for me,” he had begun, “to order you to go to war.  For years I have taught 

you all to extend peace and kindness to all men, friend or stranger.  How, then, can I order 

you now to go and kill or be killed? 

“We are a small band, not even kin to each other.  But our common aim unites us more 

strongly than ties of blood.  And yet, because we are men of peace, because the tyrant has not 

attacked us ourselves, just because of that, this is our fight.  I have taught you that G-d, the 

Lord of heaven and earth, is good and merciful and that He wants all men to be good and 

merciful like Him.  I have taught you that He bids all men to live their lives in peace and 

harmony, to do justice and live righteously, and that He bids us to help those in suffering and 

want and to defend the helpless against evil men and cruel despots.  I have always taught you 

that we stand for peace, for justice, for kindness, for that is the way we serve the Lord of 

heaven and earth.  

“Now this tyrant with his allies has attacked and vanquished not only his former vassals but 

many tribes who had done him no harm — and he has taken captive one of our kinsmen, who 

is still one of us, still trying, in his own way, to carry on the way of G-d, even if he has parted 
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company with us.  He was not a citizen of the Confederation of the Five Cities but a stranger, 

peacefully pasturing his sheep in the open plains.  Yet at this moment he is being taken into 

slavery, together with all the people of the Confederation.  And we all know how they treat 

slaves in the Land of the Two Rivers.    

“Therefore, we who stand for peace and justice and kindness must do something for these 

unfortunate people and their wives and children.  It is true that if we should fail, and if we 

ourselves should be taken captive, there will be no one of us left to carry the message of G-d.  

But it is true, too, that if we stand by and do nothing, then we shall have betrayed our duty 

and people will rightly say that our great ideals and teachings are mere words.  We shall have 

nothing left to live for.   

“But if we go out and fight, not for ourselves, but for justice; if we go out and fight these cruel 

tyrants to help those who are now being enslaved and oppressed, then, whether we live or die, 

we shall have done the greatest thing a man can do — we shall have offered our lives for G-d 

and His message to mankind.  Whether we live or die, humanity will be better because men 

have fought to help others, have fought for justice, and not for themselves. 

“Therefore, whether you obey me or not, I will go.  I cannot insist that you join me but I will 

go and do my utmost to help these captives, to save them from the hands of the tyrant.  If 

need be, I will go alone and sanctify the Name of G-d in the world with my life.” 

For a few moments no one had moved.  Then Eliezer of Damascus, the oldest and most 

trusted of the Master’s pupils, had stood up and said:  “You will not be alone, my Master.  I 

too shall go.”  And then more men had called out:  “And I!”  “And I!”  In the end, everyone 

who was able in body had joined, three hundred and eighteen men in all.  The Kenaanite 

neighbour, too, had honoured their alliance with the Master and had called out their men, 

promising to guard the homesteads and flocks of Avrom’s people while they were away. 

And now, after their long march, they were still three hundred and eighteen.  Not even one 

had taken advantage of the Master’s call that those overcome by fear can return home.  And 

should he, Paltiel, be the only one?  No!  All he could do was to hope that he would survive 

the battle — but he could not desert the cause of right. 

There and then he prayed to the G-d of Avrom, the Lord of heaven and earth, for strength and 

courage and for willingness and loyalty to the end.  After that, he felt strangely encouraged as 

he waited tensely in the moonlit night. 

And there was the signal!  As soon as the fire-arrow shot into the sky, he went forward 

towards the enemy without fear.  The others, too, came out from their hiding-places so 

suddenly that Paltiel wondered to himself how they had all managed to hide themselves so 

well.  They rushed upon the enemy and took them completely by surprise.  The enemy’s 

guards tried to make a stand.  Bugles were sounded and torches were lit all over the camp — 

but it didn’t help them.  Avrom’s men fought like lions.  Paltiel himself struck down two of the 
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guards and then a third and a fourth.  After that he lost count.  He found himself in the midst 

of the enemy, striking out right and left.  He knew now that G-d was with them, fighting on 

their side, for it had become a night of wonders.  Arrows and spears hailed down upon them 

but miraculously they were not hurt — the enemy’s weapons were as harmless as straw and 

dust.  Thousands of the enemy were slain in the fighting but not even one of Avrom’s men 

was killed.  At last, the enemy turned and fled, pursued by Avrom and his men. 

Paltiel stayed behind and watched the remnant of the great armies flee, with Avrom and his 

small band giving chase.  From the rise where he stood, it looked almost comical to see in the 

grey dawn that vast crowd of terrified fighting-men running for their lives, pursued by such a 

small band of shepherds!   

After a short while, he turned to the other part of the task that had to be done:  he and the rest 

of the boys, together with the old men, had been told to take care of the rescued prisoners.  

They were in a sorry state indeed.  They had been beaten and starved and had been made to 

carry their own belongings for their captors.  Even now they could not believe that they had 

been freed.  The pitiful captives were confused and dazed at the attack and didn’t even dream 

that they had been freed.  In their dejection, they thought that they had merely changed 

masters. 

The only one of them who understood what had happened was Avrom’s nephew, Lot.  As 

soon as he saw that it was his uncle and his people who were the attackers, he realized that 

they were free.  As Lot and his family helped to feed and comfort the others, he thought to 

himself how such an escapade was, well, just typical of his uncle. 

The main party returned the next evening.  They had pursued the enemy to near Damascus 

and completely scattered them.  They all rested that night and in the morning they started on 

their long way back. 

Their progress was slow.  The freed captives, mostly women and children, were unable to 

walk quickly.  Behind them came a long train of donkeys and camels laden with the recovered 

loot or carrying those who were too weak to walk.  At the head of the long caravan rode 

Avrom with his rescued nephew. 

Paltiel overtook them and soon left them behind.  He had been ordered by Eliezer to ride 

ahead and bring the news to the survivors of the Confederation.  When he arrived, Paltiel saw 

that their kings had come out of hiding and had gathered the remnants of their men about 

them.  He told them what had transpired and when they heard how the invaders had been 

routed and had fled, there was great rejoicing.  “Maybe,” thought Paltiel to himself, “these 

rich townsmen, who could only think of themselves and their wealth, have learned their 

lesson.  Maybe they have learned not to be so selfish in future and will take an example from 

the Master to care for others.” 
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The news spread to all the tribes of Kenaan and delegations arrived from all over.  Together 

they marched to meet Avrom and his men.  They gave him a triumphal reception and 

showered honours upon him.  The priest-king, Malki-Tzeddek, of the town of Salem, where 

the worship of the true G-d survived from the days of No’ach, came out to greet Avrom and 

praise him and his G-d Who had helped him so wondrously. 

Later, the king of S’dom held a public audience with Avrom.  He had come out of his hiding-

place in the caves and now, surrounded by those of his court that had survived the invasion, 

the king spoke to Avrom, carefully choosing not to mention Avrom’s rescue of his 

townspeople.  He seemed most reluctant to have to thank Avrom for what he had done and 

straightaway came to the point that concerned him most.  “By the conventions of war,” he 

said, “you are of course entitled to keep all that you have taken back from the invaders.  That 

would include all the people and the property.  I would ask, however, that you return the 

people to me and you can have all the possessions that you have recaptured.”  

Avrom looked at this king who considered people as nothing more than material to be 

bartered away.  He answered slowly and deliberately, “The people are not captives.  I will not 

keep them as my “property.”  They are free.  As for the property, I make a solemn oath that I 

will not take anything — not even a thread nor a shoe-lace — from you, so that you cannot 

later say ‘I made Avrom rich’ when it is G-d Who has made me wealthy.  The only 

exceptions are that those who came with me shall not have to repay what they have already 

eaten from the booty while they were with me on this mission, and also the share which 

belongs to my allies, Onare, Eshkol and Mamray, who looked after our homesteads and 

flocks while we were away.  I cannot speak for them and they, too, deserve their share.” 

When Paltiel heard Avrom’s response to the king’s words, he was so proud!  But he wondered 

to himself whether the people of S’dom understood what the Master meant.  Maybe it would 

dawn on them later why the Master refused the riches.  Paltiel, who had known Avrom and 

his teachings for some time now, knew exactly what made the Master refuse the riches.  This 

deed had been done for G-d and for justice.  This had been a battle fought to protect the 

victims of cruel tyrants.  Even if, by the rules of war, the victor was entitled to keep what he 

had taken in the battle, this attack and its moral victory would be spoiled if they were to gain 

from it.  Perhaps the people of S’dom, and their king, would learn that there is such a thing as 

kindness to others, to do something for others without taking something in return.  

But as they were making their way back to the plains of Mamray, Paltiel noticed that they had 

received something after all.  He saw that many youngsters and children were coming with 

them, to learn the way of G-d in the House of Avrom.  
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This week’s Haftorah is from the Sefer Yeshayohu 
from verse 27 of Chapter 40 till verse 16 of Chapter 41. 

 
1. The Sidra tells of how HaShem commanded Avrohom Ovinu (Avrohom our Father) to 

leave his homeland, to leave his father’s house and his birthplace and to make his way to 
the land then occupied by the Kenaanites and various other clans.  The Sidra continues 
with the account of Avrohom’s life story and highlights some of the more momentous 
events of his life.  From all this we see the special person that Avrohom is and why 
HaShem calls him His “friend” and why we have been taken by HaShem to be His 
Chosen People, for we are “the children of Avrohom, My friend.”  (This phrase is more or 
less the only explicit connexion between the Sidra and the Haftorah.) 

2. This Haftorah is part of the message of hope that the Prophet Yeshayohu brings to the 
Jewish People in exile.  However much it might appear to us that HaShem ignores our 
plight, He has not forgotten us, says the Novvi.  On the contrary, history is unfolding 
according to HaShem’s design and the day will come when His People will be seen to be 
central to HaShem’s plan for the nations of the world.   

3. Our exile from our Land came about because we failed to live up to our high calling as 
HaShem’s “light unto the Nations.”  We forgot that HaShem had called us into existence 
solely to be “His Witnesses” to the world.  Indeed, it was to help us in this, our purpose, 
that HaShem gave us the Land of Israel, not so much that it should be our homeland 
(though that is part of it, of course) but Eretz Yisroel is to be a part of our equipment, as 
it were, in our mission to the world.  For as a glance at a globe will show, Eretz Yisroel is 
a land strategically situated.  It forms a connecting bridge between the lands of Europe 
and Africa and is the coastline for all that landmass which extends all the way to China.  
Eretz Yisroel is called “the middle of the world” (that’s what the word “Mediterranean” 
means) but this refers not only to its spiritual centrality and prominence (of which our 
Chachommim tell us) but it is meant also quite literally and refers to its physical place on 
the globe.  (Nor is it meant only metaphorically either, that it is always in the spotlight of 
world events and the centre of the world’s attention!)  Its strategic importance goes back 
to the dawn of history and it is no wonder that the world powers of the world, ancient as 
well as modern, have all wanted it and have fought so hard for it.  But it is just because of 
this strategic importance that HaShem wants this Land to be the geographical base of 
His People Israel.   

4. In the Sidra, HaShem promises this land to Avrohom and his descendants.  He wants us, 
His Chosen People, living in our own country and functioning as “a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation” right there, centre stage of the arena that is the world of the nations.  
HaShem wants His People to be situated prominently in the midst of the families of 
Mankind in such a way as to influence their affairs positively and happily, that they shall 
learn from our example to live their lives righteously and justly, under the Sovereignty of 
HaShem.   

5. All this is perfectly clear from that quite extraordinary, one-off instruction that we were to 
carry out when we came out of the Wilderness and took possession of Eretz Yisroel.  We 
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were bidden to set up, on the very day that we came into the Land, twelve great steles, 
each with six faces, on which we were to inscribe in the seventy languages of the 
principal nations of the day the essence of the Torah by which we live our lives 
individually and as a nation.  This was our mission statement, as it were, and spelled out 
who we are and that the design for living that is the Torah of HaShem governs every 
facet of our lives.  There, on those steles, set up at the very entrance to the country, was 
described our raison d’être for everybody who would come to enquire about this unique 
People which had burst forth upon the world in such a spectacular way.  They could all 
read, in their own language, what it was that made us the People of HaShem and they 
were to see us as an example for all humanity to emulate.   

6. That’s why when the Jewish People failed to live up to their great mission, the Land was 
taken from us and we were driven into exile.  Instead of being an example and inspiration 
to the whole world as a G-dly People living in wholesome happiness settled on our own 
Land, we would have to teach those ideals of G-dliness when we were dispersed amongst 
those nations.  To a remarkable degree, we have done so.  It has cost us rivers of blood 
and oceans of tears, but the fact is that the majority of Mankind, through Judaism’s 
daughter-religions of Christianity and Islam, do know of HaShem and claim to subscribe 
to His moral code of justice and righteousness.  But there is more to do.     

7. All this, incidentally, makes understandable that statement of our Chachommim, that 
“HaShem is sometimes willing to overlook even the cardinal sins of idolatry, immorality 
and murder but He will never overlook the sin of Chillul HaShem, of the desecration of 
His Name.”  For the sin of Chillul HaShem negates the whole purpose of the People of 
HaShem and frustrates the ultimate aim of bringing all Mankind to acknowledge 
HaShem as the Sovereign of all creation.  

8. Interestingly, the fact that much of the non-Jewish world is constantly critical of Jews 

and of that country that they see as the Jewish state, demonstrates clearly that they do 

indeed hold us to a higher standard than that of anyone else.  Of course, applying this 

double standard is hurtful and the constant carping criticism of Jews by the non-Jewish 

world for even minor misdemeanours while ignoring their own gross wrongdoings, is 

most unfair, but it does show a grudging recognition (and their jealousy) that the Jewish 

People are G-d’s People.   

9. Usually, there are some specific points that connect the Sidra and the Haftorah but with 
this Haftorah, besides the reference to Avrohom mentioned above, there seems to be no 
real connexion.  Yet taking the Haftorah as a whole we can indeed see, if not a 
connexion, at least a parallel to the Sidra, as follows:   

10. The Sidra is the report of how Avrohom set out on his life’s mission to make all of 
humanity aware of HaShem and the Haftorah is a message of comfort to the People of 
Avrohom who had failed in this task and were therefore sent away from their Land and 
into exile.  But the Haftorah contains also a message of hope to the Jewish People.  The 
long exile will end, says the Novvi, and the day will come when we will once again take 
up the sacred mission begun by our father Avrohom.  Yeshayohu tells us that we will 
return to our Holy Land.  We will resume our high calling and we will be recognized as 
HaShem’s Chosen People, once again settled on our Holy Land, once again benignly 
instructing, by example and by teaching, all the families of Mankind to acknowledge and 
serve HaShem, just as our ancestor Avrohom started out to do, so long ago. 
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