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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 וביום השביעי תשבת...
יג(-ובכל אשר אמרתי אליכם תשמרו ושם אלהים אחרים לא תזכירו )כג:יב   

And on the seventh day you shall desist… be watchful of all I have said to you; 
the name of the gods of others you shall not mention (23:12-13) 

The power of Shabbos is a great power, so much so that Chazal established 
(Shabbos 118b): “Whoever observes Shabbos according to its law, even if he 
worships idols like the generation of Enosh, he is forgiven.” Behold, a person can 
come and wrongly apply a kal v’chomer to himself: If for worshiping idols we are 
forgiven due to the merit of keeping Shabbos, how much more so will we be 
forgiven for kashrus. From the strength of that nonsensical thought one will partake 
of a non-kosher meal, and he will eat until he is content from forbidden foods 
knowing that he observes Shabbos… In regard to this the Meshech Chachmah states 
that the explanation is in our posuk. “Be watchful of all I have said to you” – do not 
make the Torah ownerless, “and the name of the gods of others you shall not 
mention” – do not try to apply a kal v’chomer from idol worship, rather, perform 
each and every matter exactly as I commanded you! (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

When Rav Yeruchem Levovitz compiled the writings of the 

Alter of Kelm, he chose to open the volumes of Chochmah U’Mussar 

with the topic of the power of imagination. Rav Yaakov Galinsky 

points out that this concept is mentioned by Rashi in Parashas 

Mishpatim. We are commanded to help out the poor (22:24). Rashi 

comments that the way to be able to help the person is by imagining 

yourself in their situation, thereby understanding their plight. This 

ability to imagine is the difference between a wise person and a fool. 

A fool knows the right thing to do, but when he faces a challenge, he 

chooses to act on the present benefits without thinking about the 

future ramifications. A wise person is constantly projecting and 

imagining the outcome, thereby guaranteeing that he acts properly. 
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                Candle Lighting: 5:00  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:00   Gra: 9:36 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:27 

Chatzos: 12:10       Sh'kiah: 5:20 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 6:03 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 6:33  

                                                 (some say 6:44) 
 
 

 
             Next Week: Terumah 
              Candle Lighting: 5:09 

 Shabbos  
                Treasures  

A store owner who did not observe Shabbos once came to   

Rav Yitzchok of Alexander with a complaint that his business was 

unsuccessful, and he seeked the Tzaddik’s Brachah and 

advice. Rav Yitzchok advised him, “If you will take me as a 

partner in your business, you will be successful.” Of course, the 

man happily agreed. Rav Yitzchok said, I’d like to own one-

seventh of the business, and the man, again, was more than happy 

to oblige. Rav Yitzchok asked him to draw up a contract which 

they both signed. Rav Yitzchok then said, “Since I now own a 

seventh of the business, it works out that essentially, I will be 

running the business for one day a week, and you will be running it 

for six days. I’d like my day to run the business to be on Shabbos. 

You can have the other six days to run it as you choose. I choose to 

run the business on my day to be closed, and if you agree, I will 

forgo any profits that you make on your six days, if you forgo any 

profits that I make on my day. We each keep what we earn.” The 

man was hesitant to agree, but he looked down at the contract he 

just signed with the Rav, and agreed to the arrangement, and from 

then on, his store remained closed on Shabbos. Word soon got out 

that Rav Yitzchok of Alexander was now a partner with this man in 

business, and people started buying more from him, and he became 

very busy. His business prospered, and he realized the brilliance of 

Rav Yitzchok, and he decided to become a true Shomer Shabbos!  

(Ma’asiyos HaGedolim) 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Baal HaNesivos instructed his family in his Tzava’ah, his will,   

to say five Perakim of Tehilim each day. Tehilim, he says, fires up the 

heart of Avodas Hashem, Service to Hashem. Moreover,              

Dovid Ha’melech Davened, that when people say Tehilim, it should be 

considered in Shamayim as if they learned the difficult Masechtos of 

Nega’im and Ohalos! Since there is no ulterior motive for saying 

Tehilim, as it brings no glory or respect like Torah learning does, the 

Nesivos explains that saying Tehilim is like learning Torah Lishmah, 

learning Torah only for the sake of learning Torah, and he felt that 

saying five Perakim a day was sufficient to meet these lofty standards! 

 



  
 

 

 Middos      

The mother of the Chofetz Chaim was once asked if there was anything she 

thought that she could attribute to meriting having a son as special as the Chofetz 

Chaim. She could not think of anything she had done that would have brought this 

about. Those asking her said that there must be something special that she did that 

would bring her such a son, and after thinking, she said, “The only thing I could 

think of is some advice that my mother had given me before I got married.         

My mother told me that any free minute I have, like while waiting for the soup to 

boil or any such opportunity like that, I should say a few Perakim of Tehilim. She 

told me not to let spare minutes be wasted, and I can use them for Tehilim. I took 

this advice to heart and I followed through with it, and it could be in the Zechus of 

the Tehilim I said, I was Zocheh to have a son who is the Chofetz Chaim!” 
 

 L’Maaseh 
When Rav Matisyahu Salomon was a Mashgiach 

in Gateshead Yeshivah, there was a Bochur who would 

consistently get the best Chavrusos each Z’man. What 

was unusual about this was that this Bochur was not an 

exceptional learner. He had diligence, but he was still 

only average in learning, and average learners usually 

learned with average learners, not the outstanding 

learners. Z’man after Z’man passed, and eventually the 

Rebbeim began to wonder why this was constantly 

happening. They would observe the time when the 

boys chose their Chavrusos, and they could not figure 

out why this boy would always got the best Chavrusah. 

After a few years had passed, the mystery was finally 

solved. A new Z’man was starting and the boys were 

choosing their Chavrusos, and this Bachur again got 

the best boy in the Yeshivah to learn with. Just after, 

this boy went out of the Bais Medrash to make a phone 

call to his mother, and one of the Rebbeim heard him 

on the phone. He said, “Mommy, you can stop saying 

Tehilim now, I got the best Chavrusah again!” 
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  The Siddur Speaks בס"ד
Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski once said over the following story: A man once 

related how he had been married for many years and didn’t have children. He said 

that he went to visit Rav Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, the Steipler Gaon, for a 

Brachah, and the Steipler had promised him a son. The man said that this promise 

was fulfilled, and soon after, his son was born. Rav Shach visited the Steipler and 

commented about this story, “It is not our practice to perform miracles. How could 

you have made such a promise to that man?” The Steipler responded, “I will tell 

you what happened. This man pleaded with me for a child, and I gave him a 

Brachah that Hashem should bentch him with children. However, this man was 

not satisfied with a Brachah and wanted a promise from me. I told him I couldn’t 

promise him anything, as everything is in Hashem’s hands. He was insistent and 

would not leave. I have to admit that I was getting frustrated because I wanted to 

get back to my learning, so to placate him, I said, ‘Alright, I promise you a son.’ 

Afterwards I thought to myself, “How could I have done such a thing and make 

such a promise?! To make up for it, I said Tehilim for him, and soon later he had a 

son.” Rav Shach replied, “You said Tehilim for him? Then that’s not performing a 

miracle. That is the power of saying Tehilim that brought a salvation!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Shimshon Pincus, zt”l, said that many people think, ‘If I could say Tehilim like a 

Rav or a Rebbitzen, then I would say more Tehilim’, or, ‘If I understood all the words 

I was saying, or if I was only able to have the right Kavanah, then I would say more 

Tehilim, but since I don’t understand it, and I don’t have the right Kavanah, I won’t 

say Tehilim, or I won’t say so much.’ Rav Pincus advises regarding this, “Just say 

Tehilim, and dismiss all excuses not to say it. Just start and keep on going! We don’t 

have to understand it, we don’t have to have the right Kavanah, we just have to say it 

and not worry, because Dovid Ha’melech comes after we start, and he finishes it for 

us. It is taught about Dovid Ha’melech that he has the heart of every Jew within him. 

He experienced everything and anything a Yid can experience, so he understands 

where we are coming from when we Daven. He knows if we are saying Tehilim from 

Simchah, joy and happiness, or from distress, R”L. We just have to start saying 

Tehilim, and Dovid Ha’melech takes what we say, finishes the words up with the 

proper Kavanos, and brings them straight to the Kisei HaKovod! 

 

 L’Maaseh 
Once, a Bochur came to Rav Eliyahu Lopian and 

said that he had gone to visit a man he knew from 

helping around the Yeshivah, and the man seemed to 

be very weak. He asked the man what was wrong and 

the man answered that he was paralyzed, R”L, and he 

was unable to move. The Bochur knew this man from 

the Yeshivah and how he always tried to help the boys. 

He said to Rav Lopian, “Rebbe, there is a man who is 

so kind to the Yeshivah Bochrim, and he is very sick 

now.” Immediately, Rav Lopian got a group of 

Bochrim together and went to visit him. They gathered 

around his bed and together they completed saying the 

entire Sefer Tehilim. When they finished, Rav Lopian 

told the man, “Lift up your hand”, and amazingly, the 

man was able to lift up his hand, when just moments 

earlier he couldn’t! Rav Lopian continued, “Lift up 

your foot”, and the man was able to raise his foot off 

the bed. Rav Lopian said, “Now get off the bed and 

walk”, and inexplicably, the man stood up and was 

able to walk around! Soon enough, word got out that 

Rav Eliyahu Lopian the great Tzaddik, was able to 

perform miracles. However, when he heard that 

people were saying this, he got very upset, and he told 

everyone his explanation. “When a group of people 

gather together and say Tehilim, there is tremendous 

influence and effect from this. There is incredible 

power that comes from this, and this power is 

something that many people don’t understand. It is the 

tremendous power of saying Tehilim with a group that 

causes great miracles. It is the power of a majority, of 

a group saying Tehilim which is much more powerful 

than when an individual says Tehilim by himself.” He 

added, “We don’t even know how much we are saved 

from Tehilim groups and how much they benefit us 

and our communities. The power that comes from 

Tehilim said at these groups is tremendous!” 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

The Baal Koreh should not begin reading the Torah until after the 

congregation answers ‘Amein’ to the Oleh’s Brachah, and during the Aliyah, 

the Oleh should read along with the Baal Koreh in a whisper.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:3) 
 

 


