
 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Grateful. 
 

Weekly portion Vayechi being with the words “And Yaakov lived in the land of Egypt for seventeen 

years, and Yaakov's days, the years of his life, were a hundred and forty seven years” (Bereishis 47:28). 

We can ask, why does the Torah emphasizes the fact that Yaakov lived in Egypt for seventeen years, 

since it is written earlier that he came down to Egypt at the age of one hundred and thirty and died at 

one hundred forty seven (Bereishis 47:8)? 

Let’s try to understand with the help of the following story. 

In the last century majority of Jews in Europe lived in poverty.  It was common to share a single coat 

and one pair of shoes among everyone.  In one family father saved enough money to buy his son 

Chezky new boots.  He felt good knowing that his son will be comfortable.  However, the next day 

Chezky returned home in his old shoes. 

--What happened to your new boots? – asked his father in great surprise. 

--Father, please, don’t be angry.  You know Pinny, right?  He is an orphan, and he has only one pair of 

old worn out boots, which have holes in the soles.  They don’t protect his feet from snow or frost at all.  

So I decided to give him my boots.  I’ll just keep wearing my old shoes.  They are still good and fit me.   

The father felt sorry that his gift was lost, but inside he felt proud of his son for his noble act.  Some 

time later he bought Chezky a new coat.  The boy wore it to school, but again returned without it. 

--Where is your new coat? – demanded his father. 

--Father, please, don’t be angry, - answered Chezky in a pleading voice.—Pinny has no warm clothes at 

all, and there is no one who can buy them for him.  I gave him my new coat, and I’ll just wear my old 

one.  It’s still good on me. 

Father thought that such behavior was irresponsible and disrespectful toward his parents.  It is good to 

help, but not at the expense of someone else.  So, a couple days later, when Chezky started saying that 

Pinny spends the nights in the cold shul, and can he stay in their house, his father replied harshly: 

--This is it.  If Pinny is so dear to you, then you can spend the nights with him in the shul. 

And that’s what Chezky did.  He did not return home that evening.  His mother was very worried and 

begged her husband to bring the boys into the house.  They’ll make it work somehow.  Pinny stayed in 

their house for a few months.  Then war separated the good friends, and they lost touch with other.  

Miraculously both survived and went on to rebuild their lives.  Chezky went to Eretz Israel and became 

a rebbe in cheder.  Pinny moved to America and became a successful businessman. 
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Many years passed.  The time came for Echezkel’s oldest daughter to get married, but he did not have 

the money to pay for the wedding, let alone give dowry to the newlyweds.  He went to the Wailing 

Wall to pray to Hashem to help him.  Pinchas came to Israel for a visit, and of course the first place he 

went to was the Wailing Wall.  Suddenly he heard a familiar tune.  Next to him a Jew was swaying and 

praying with the same melody he knew so well from his childhood.  He looked carefully at the person 

and recognized his old friend. 

Their happiness knew no bounds.  They hugged and began questioning each other about their lives.  

Echezkel  told Pinchas of his troubles, to which Pinchas replied: 

--Have no worry.  Hashem blessed me with success in business.  I will pay not only for this wedding, but 

for the weddings of all your children.  That’s the least I can do for you.  Let it be the payment for the 

new shoes and coat, and for taking me into your house.  But I can never repay you for the warmth you 

gave me at the time when I needed it most. 

 

The seventeen years which Torah mentions in the verse is the age when Yosef was sold into slavery.  

Sages explain that just as Yaakov provided him with food and clothing for seventeen y ears, so Yosef 

took care of his father for the same amount of time.  However, we can add that he could not pay back 

for what he learned in his father’s house, for it is not possible to compensate for spirituality. 

Torah wants to teach us about very important character trait – akaras hatov, being grateful to another 

for his help and benevolence toward us.  We have to work on this quality and remember all the good 

that others do for us.  This is very important in the Eyes of Hashem, for it symbolizes ahavas Israel, love 

for the fellow Jew.  Sages say that if someone is grateful to others, he has fear of Heaven.  Just like he 

recognizes others, he admits to Hashem’s presence in every place and at all times. 
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