
 

ולקח הכהן הטנא מידך והניחו לפני 
 )כו:ד( מזבח ה' אלקיך

The Kohen shall take the basket from your 
hand, and lay it before the Mizbeach of 
Hashem your God. (26:4) 

In this week’s parsha, we learn about the 
mitzvah of bikurim. We find a very 
interesting halacha regarding the actual 
baskets that the fruits were brought in. 

The gemara in Masechta Bava Kamma 
(92a) tells us that when a wealthy Jew 
gave his bikurim in his fancy basket, the 
fruits were kept, but the actual basket 
was returned to its owner. However, 
when the poor man came with his 
scrawny basket, the Kohen kept the fruits 
and the basket. In the words of the 
Gemara, “the poor get poorer.” 

The obvious question is why this should 
be the case. If anything, it should be the 
wealthy person surrendering his basket, 
yet the Torah imposes this additional 
financial burden specifically on the poor 
person.     

The classic p’shat is that the Torah is 
extremely careful not to embarrass 
someone. When removing the grade “B” 
quality fruits from his basket the poor 
person may feel inferior, so we just take 
the whole thing from him. 

I heard an answer from Rav Getzel Fried 
shlita (Telz Yeshiva). The Torah is telling 
the poor person, “Give us your basket, 
because next year you won’t need it 
anymore, you will be able to afford a 
much fancier type.” 

Using a mishloach manos analogy, we can 
suggest another answer. A person may 
receive the fanciest package in the world 
from the most expensive store, but a 

homemade package is always more 
appreciated because of the efforts that 
were put into it. Similarly, a bakery 
challah may appear more symmetrical 
and perfect than a homemade challah, it 
may even taste better, but a homemade 
challah is still preferable, as it carries the 
ingredients of “heart and soul”. 

The wealthy person arrives in 
Yerushalyim. He walks into Hatzorfim and 
swipes his credit card to purchase the 
most elegant sterling silver basket for his 
fruits. The poor man, however, gathers 
together some twigs and leaves and after 
several hours manages to fashion a 
makeshift basket to carry his fruits. Upon 
arrival at the Beis HaMikdash, the Kohen 
takes the basket of the poor person but 
not of the wealthy person. HaShem 
cherishes the hard work and efforts that 
were invested by this poor man into the 
mitzvah, and therefore it is his basket that 
is kept. This is the basket that is placed 
near the mizbeach in front of HaShem. 
Surely, the wealthy man has done nothing 
wrong. On the contrary, he has performed 
the mitzvah in a beautiful manner. But 
there is still something to be said about all 
the work that went into the poor man’s 
mitzvah. This is what is most valuable in 
the “eyes” of HaShem. “Rachmana liba 
bai.”  It is well known from the Ari z”l that 
when a person “shvitzes” for the sake of a 
mitzvah, those drops of perspiration are 
stored away to be used as a kappara for 
aveiros that were done. 

The limud is clear. Convenience may be a 
necessity, but with mitzvos, it is well 
worthwhile to go the extra mile and 
“make our own baskets”, personally 
getting involved. By doing so, we 
demonstrate our love to HaShem and His 
Mitzvos. 

Good Shabbos,    מרדכי אפפעל 
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