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various kingdoms that the Jewish people suffered through.
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how would it even be possible for the nations of the world to extinguish this love? If 

the Medrash would be coming to explain this passuk 

not be able to destroy the Jewish people

still the Medrash comes to tell us that no matter what

be destroyed. However, being that the Medrash is discussing the love that exists 

between Hashem and the Jewish people, what is the Medrash

The Zera Shimshon explains that the bond of love that exists between 
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Vayakhel 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Rigyov, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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The Medrash (Rabbah 49:1) in this week’s Parsha

HaShirim 8:7),  את האהבהמי� רבי� לא יוכלו לכבות , ‘Many waters cannot extinguish the love 

exists between the Jewish people and Hashem), nor rivers wash it away’

Medrash says – ‘many waters’ refer to the tribulations that 

, and will go through, throughout the various exiles.

various kingdoms that the Jewish people suffered through.

Zera Shimshon explains this Medrash by first asking 

Medrash coming say, what lesson is the Medrash trying to teach us

exists between Hashem and His nation is of a spiritual and non

how would it even be possible for the nations of the world to extinguish this love? If 

the Medrash would be coming to explain this passuk to mean 

not be able to destroy the Jewish people, then Medrash would be understandable 

still the Medrash comes to tell us that no matter what, the Jewish people will never 

be destroyed. However, being that the Medrash is discussing the love that exists 

between Hashem and the Jewish people, what is the Medrash

The Zera Shimshon explains that the bond of love that exists between 

and his nation is dependent on the Torah. This is seen from the passuk that says 

(Tehillim 87:2), ‘Hashem loves the gates of Tzion’. The Gemara (Berachos 8a) explains 

this passuk to mean that Hashem loves the gates that are noted with the study of 

the places of Torah study and service of Hashem

As well, the Medrash (Yalkut Toldos 115) says, that as long as the voice is the 

oice of Yaakov, meaning that the Jewish people are studying Torah, the hands of 

Esav cannot dominate over them. This implies that the fire of love between Hashem 

and us is dependent on our study of Torah. 

With this, the Zera Shimshon explains the aforement

Even if the nations of the world would come together, they will not be able to 

stop the Jewish people from learning Torah, which consequently weaken the love 

between the Jewish people and Hashem. 

This is because even if the nations of the world would decree that the Jewish 

people had to stop learning, they would continue to learn Oral Torah. On top of that, 

they could learn in a way that the nations of the world would not even understand 

that they discussing Torah. The Gemara illustrates this in 

was jailed for teaching Torah, he still managed to teach

five Halachos that did not sound like Torah at all, when in reality they were. The 

only reason why R’ Akiva was jailed was because he gathered

Torah without hiding what he was doing. In fact, on his way to be killed

arranged the calendar for the following three years (see Sanhedrin 12a).

In other words, the Medrash is saying that Hashem will always enable the 

Jewish people to learn Torah, regardless of the circumstances that they find 

themselves in and therefore the love that exists between Hashem and His nation will 

never be extinguished. 
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arranged the calendar for the following three years (see Sanhedrin 12a). 

In other words, the Medrash is saying that Hashem will always enable the 

, regardless of the circumstances that they find 

that exists between Hashem and His nation will 

שבת שלו�  


