
`` 

pg. 1 
 

שבועות -פרשת במדבר   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear daughter, Tova Zoe. 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו רפואה שלימה:ל   
 
 

 
  

 

), אא"(באהל מועדסיני  מדברבד' אל משה  רדבוי"  
“Hashem spoke to Moshe in the 
Wilderness of Sinai, in the Tent of the 
Meeting” 
 
Shavuos – a holiday on which two vows (שבועות) 
were made: (1) HKB”H swore to us that He 
would never exchange us for another nation and 
(2) we swore to HKB”H that we would never 
exchange Him for another god.1 
 

 
 התורה והמדבר

The Torah and the Desert/Wilderness 
 
We always read Parshas Bamidbar immediately 
prior to Shavuos.  There is a clear inner 
connection between the parsha and the holiday 
of the Giving of the Torah.  If a person makes 
himself like a desert, which is treaded upon, he 
will retain his studies – if not, he will not.2 
 
Why was the Torah given at Sinai?  So that we 
would learn to submit ourselves and be 
humble in our eyes – as Hashem did by 
rejecting higher mountains in favor of Har 
Sinai, the lowest of all.3 
 
The Midrash teaches that when HKB”H came to 
give the Torah on Sinai, the mountains argued 
with each other.  Each claimed the right to have 
the Torah given on it – yet, Hashem specifically 
chose Sinai, the lowest of all.  The person who 
received the Torah was particularly Moshe 
Rabbeinu, the humblest of all. 

                                                           
 אור החיים הקדוש 1
 עירובין נד. 2
 נועם אלימלך 3

Our greatest devotion is to be self-effacing.  We 
must be like the moon, merely reflecting.  It is 
merely a mirror reflecting the sun’s light – aside 
from that, it is nothing.  However, if we polish a 
mirror – all of the amazing lights and colors are 
displayed more clearly.  The more we diminish 
ourselves and conceal ourselves, the more the 
boundless Divine light is reflected in us.  All of 
life is a range of concealment and revelation.  We 
conceal ourselves and we merit the revelation of 
G-dliness. 
 
If a person minimizes his own self-importance in 
this world – he will be great in the next world.  “I 
saw inverted worlds.  The exalted in this world 
are low in the next world and the lowly in this 
world are exalted in the next.”4 
 
How beautiful is a life of humility and reserve.  
Specifically in the desert – in a place that is so 
distant, low and degraded - “A land of waste and 
darkness, in a land where no man had passed 
and where no man had dwelt.”5  Why did the 
Creator of the World choose to give us the soul of 
life, the holy and pure Torah in such a place?  
When a person wishes to elevate himself, wants 
to increase holiness – he must traverse rejected 
places and remain there, asking and longing.  
There, he must beg to come close to sanctity. 
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One who wishes to cling to Hashem is at war – a 
war against illicit desires, against ego.  We are 
self-absorbed.  Life is our persistence through 
innumerable challenges.  To be victorious, to 
achieve dveykus (clinging) to Hashem, to draw all 
of our joy in life from holiness and not from base 
urges – we must lift our heads incessantly and 
ask and plead, “Father, help me.  It is so difficult 
for me.  It is so hard for me.  On my own, I am 
incapable.” 
 
Rebbe Nachman sent us to the forests and 
deserts [to do hisbodedus] because precisely 
there, in the barrenness of the wilderness, a 
person can find his spirit - there he can learn to 
hear the voice of his soul.  Precisely there, he 
can hear Hashem’s voice calling him to 
return. 
 
There is a reason the Torah tells the story of the 
hardships of the Jewish nation in the wilderness 
at such length.  It was a long path of successive 
falls and failures – to teach us that even if the 
route seems endless because it seems like we 
constantly end up back where we started – it can 
still take us to new amazing vistas – only if we 
do not lose hope along the way.  If we refuse to 
accept our degraded station – if we continue to 
want, wish and request. 
 
The wilderness lowers its head.  It is quiet.  It 
is silent.  Precisely in that silence, one can 
experience the Creator’s Presence.  A Jew 
must be like a desert – quiet, humble, 
overcoming his inclinations.  We received the 
Torah to purify ourselves, to subdue the 
negatives within us. 
 
It is very easy to affect a person’s stature and 
insult his honor.  Sometimes, one sarcastic 
comment, employed to display our wit and 
acuity, is enough to hurt someone.  Sometimes it 
is enough merely to recall some past indiscretion 
to make him feel like a failure.  HKB”H wants the 
opposite.  He wants us to be good-natured, 
soft-spoken – to see the beauty in others and 
to offer words that will give them strength, 
not words that will weaken them. 
 

Interpersonal attributes are the gauge of our 
emuna.  If we have emuna and we know that 
everything is from Hashem and for the best – 
we will not get angry, will not be jealous and 
we will not hate anyone. 
 
The task of rectifying our character traits 
requires us to strengthen our emuna and thereby 
fulfill the purpose for which we are here.  We are 
placed in certain situations – we must begin with 
emuna, “This is how Hashem wants it.”  The 
moment a person blames himself, blames 
someone else, blames it on an ayin hora – if 
he does not recognize that it is all Hashem, he 
does not begin with emuna. 
 
Humility is one of the great secrets of life.  We 
must learn to forego.  We must bow our heads 
and remember that it is all from Hashem and 
all for the very best.  Every time someone 
becomes dejected because his plans were 
disrupted, every time he gets angry – it is as if He 
is angry with Hashem.  It is as if he says, “You do 
not run the world properly.” 
 
The wilderness is silent.  We must learn from 
it.  Sometimes, silence can be more powerful 
than a thousand words.  During a shiur, a 
certain Rosh Hayeshiva of the previous 
generation wanted to relate a story to show the 
greatness of his parents.  He tried several times, 
but each time, tears welled in his eyes and he 
became choked up – he could not continue.  After 
several failed attempts, he moved on without 
telling the story.  The students later testified that 
while they never heard that particular story – 
they all clearly saw what it means to honor and 
admire parents.  They did not learn from the 
words that were said – rather, specifically from 
what was not said. 
 
The desert is genuine.  It lacks color; its view is 
natural and unadorned.  It does not pretend to be 
something that it is not or better than it actually 
is.  The same is true of the Torah – the Torah is 
called the “Torah of Truth” - and the same is true 
of its tzaddikim.  R’ Eliyahu Mishkovsky zt”l was 
the Rosh Hayeshiva of Yeshivas Kfar Chasidim.  
Once, after much painful deliberation, the 
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administration of the yeshiva decided to expel a 
certain boy from the institution.  Before the 
student was aware of the decision, he came to 
the Rosh Hayeshiva for advice as to whether or 
not he should consider moving to a different 
yeshiva.  To the consternation of the 
administration, R’ Eliyahu recommended to the 
boy that he remain.  The administration was 
bewildered … they had just decided to eject him 
and the Rosh Hayeshiva was counseling him to 
stay.  R’ Eliyahu explained: “True, it is in the best 
interests of the yeshiva for the student to leave – 
but, when he approached me to ask what was 
best for him, I was compelled to give him the 
most honest advice – and for him, it would be 
best to remain…”6 
 
When an honest person sees truth, he grabs it 
immediately.  He wants to live a sincere life.  The 
light of truth guides us.  Therefore, we must cast 
aside anything that hinders or confuses us – 
self-interest, ego, dissatisfaction, pedantry, 
feelings of being deprived.  When we manage 
to neutralize these things and remember that 
it is all from Hashem and for the best – we 
merit a life of truth. 
 
The wilderness is the most suitable place for 
people who despise deceit and seek truth.  Truth 
lights up the darkness because truth is 
HKB”H Himself and HKB”H is light.  The more 
genuine and true a person is – the more he 
merits for Hashem’s light to shine within him. 
 
Sometimes, a person indicts himself because, in 
reality, he is flawed and very distant, that leads 
him to despair – thereby being distanced even 
more.  Is that the truth?  Anything that 
distances us from Hashem - cannot be truth!  
Truth cannot create distance.  Truth draws 
close.  Rather than blame ourselves – we must 
be strong!!!  You have a connection to the holy 
Torah, to yiddishkeit.  If your learning is not 
going well, if you are unable to daven with 
proper concentration – you are still connected to 
the holy Torah!  You have so many holy mitzvos!  

                                                           
 מתוך מאמר לזכרו 6

Even if you do not feel so special, even if you are 
a very simple Jew who lives according to the 
Torah – you have so many mitzvos, you too are 
connected to service of Hashem. 
 
Every person has his own path to achieve the 
completion of his soul – it is unique to him.  A 
person cannot achieve wholeness or 
tranquility unless he follows his own truth 
and not the truth of others.  A person must 
assess himself constantly, “Am I on my path or 
someone else’s?”  A person who always looks to 
the sides to see what others are doing or always 
tries to find favor in everyone’s eyes – basically, 
gives up on himself – he will be a very unhappy 
person.  We inherited the courage to be in the 
minority from Avraham Avinu.  He acted as if he 
was alone in the world – never looking to the 
side, never taking into account the fashion of his 
time.  He was not moved by the fact that most of 
his generation worshipped idols. 
 
We cannot even be satisfied with truth - we want 
absolute truth (אמת לאמיתה).  Truth is an abstract 
concept.  Rather, we want the truth that relates 
to us, right here and right now.  We want to 
know what Hashem wants from us at every 
moment - in connection with our mission to 
ourselves and to those around us.  Dovid 
Hamelech asked, “Direct me with Your truth and 
teach me, for You are the G-d of my salvation; I 
hope for You all day long.”7  All day - so that I 
may know what You want at every moment.  
“What is the best way to come close to You, 
Father?  What is my mission in this world?” 
 
 

 
מתן תורה –חג שבועות   

Shavuos – The Giving of the Torah 
 
Why, of all nations, did we merit receiving the 
Torah?  All the other nations examined it and 
discovered that there were mitzvos that were not 
tolerable to them.  Only we responded: we will 
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 תפילה
 

Master of the World!  Help me remember my flaws and defects, even if I try hide them, because that helps me stop seeing 
flaws and faults in others.  When I do not see their faults – I do not talk about them.  If I am cognizant of my shortcomings, I 
will not dare occupy myself with their flaws.  His imperfection may be revealed, while I am good at hiding mine – but I am 
really more flawed that he is.  If I am worse than he is – how can I disqualify him?  Master of the World, I find fault in others 
too readily and easily and then I, even more easily, speak badly about them.  When I remind myself where I am and how 
imperfect I am – I do not want to be busy with the imperfections of others.  I am embarrassed to do so. 
 
Master of the World, as we approach the Giving of the Torah – how can we receive the Torah if we lack love of friends, if we 
do not love every Jew wholeheartedly, if we do not remember that they are all Your children, that everyone’s soul is hewn 
from under the Throne of Glory?  Help me, Father, to daven for this every time I am about to enter a shul, yeshiva or any 
other place, especially my own house, anyplace in which there are people – to ask You, over and over, to see only the good, 
to look at everyone with benevolent eyes, to see only their good traits.  If, even after all that, I see something that is hard to 
judge favorably – help me find some way to give the benefit of doubt and not to say a negative word about anyone.  How 
can a flawed and deficient person like me have the audacity to open his mouth and speak badly of others? 
 
Master of the World, life is so beautiful in the moments in which I love everyone and am impressed by everyone.  That is the 
only way I want to live.  Help me. 

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, 

Dov Elias 

Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact 
adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in 
translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed 
exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to 
my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” 
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do and we will listen.  We are prepared to keep 
all of it even before we knew what was written 
within.  Ultimate self-sacrifice.  We know 
nothing, we have not heard what You even want 
from us – but we know that we want to do for 
You.  We want to give You our heart, our 
desire, to promise You that we are with You.  
That is the symbol of the Jewish nation. 
 
The Torah is not merely 613 mitzvos.  The Torah 
is not merely a list of laws that teach us how to 
live.  The main reason Hashem took us out of 
Egypt was to establish a covenant with us.  We 
are the bride of Hashem’s youth.  When Hashem 
took us out of Egypt, He did not start by giving 
rules.  He said, “You saw what I did to Egypt.  I 
will carry you on the wings of eagles and bring 
you to Me.  You are My beloved daughter.  You 
are My firstborn.”  When we educate our 
children and underscore the special love with 
which Hashem loves the Jewish people, when 
the child feels that he is a child of HKB”H and 
HKB”H loves him like a Father loves a son – it 
is easier for him to connect to Torah, 
davening and the performance of mitzvos.   

Shavuos provides us with the opportunity to 
receive the Torah anew.  What does that mean?  
Have we not already received it many times 
before?  Receiving anew means developing a 
new zest for learning.  The Torah illuminates us 
with its light.  We receive our own unique 
portion in Torah and we teach it to others. 
 
The preparation for the Giving of the Torah is the 
knowledge that Hashem loves each of us and 
wants to give us the Torah.  We must approach 
the holiday with great and strong longing to 
receive the Torah.  We must remember that 
Hashem has special love for every Jew.  That is 
why this week’s parsha counts the people.  In a 
count, we are all equal. 
 
Just as Hashem loves us – we love Hashem.  
The greatest pleasure is when we love 
Hashem.  It is the strongest feeling that a Jew 
can experience.  If we feel it – we can pass it 
to our children and maybe even our 
grandchildren.  Our greatest joy is in our 
yiddishkeit.  That is our inner essence and 
truth.  

 


