
  

Shaarei Tefillah Chaburah 
 סימן קלה סעיף יד

Transporting a Sefer Torah 

Below are a number of common scenarios involving 
temporarily moving a sefer Torah from place to place. 

1. There is an old age home that does not have its own 
sefer Torah.  May a sefer Torah be brought from one 
of the local shuls to the old age home every 
Shabbos, Monday, and Thursday in order for the 
residents to hear Kriyas HaTorah and then 
immediately returned to the shul?  Many of the 
residents are unable to leave the premises and will 
therefore be unable to ever hear Kriyas HaTorah? 

2. A number of families are going to a hotel for 
vacation.  Under what circumstances would they be 
allowed to take a sefer Torah with them? 

3. Many shuls have a number of minyonim in different 
rooms.  Can a sefer Torah be brought in to one of 
the rooms just for Kriyas HaTorah, and then 
returned? 

4. What is the halacha with regard to taking a sefer 
Torah to a בית אבל (mourner’s house)? 

The Mechaber paskens that one may not bring a sefer 
Torah to Jews who are imprisoned.  It is considered 
disrespectful to the sefer Torah to bring it to someone 
in order to read, rather the person should go to the sefer 
Torah.   

This halacha is based on the Mishna in meseches Yoma1 
that describes the annual practice where a sefer Torah 
was brought on Yom Kippur from a shul2 near the Beis 
HaMikdosh to the Kohen Gadol who was in the Ezras 
Noshim of the Beis HaMikdosh in order to be read from.  
The Yerushalmi3 questions this practice on the grounds 
that it is disrespectful for a sefer Torah to be brought to 
a person, rather the person should go to the sefer Torah.  
The gemorah answers that since these were great Torah 
personalities, it is considered an honor for the Torah to 
be brought to them.  The Poskim deduce from this 
gemroah that under normal circumstances one may not 
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 פרק ז הלכה א 3
 אור זרוע )הובא בביה"ל( וכן נוטה דעת הביה"ל עצמו 4

bring a sefer Torah in order for an individual to fulfill the 
mitzvah of Kriyas HaTorah.   

However, there are a number of exceptions to this 
halacha. 

 אדם חשוב: It is permissible to bring the Torah to a 
great Torah Scholar since it is considered an honor 
for the Torah to be brought to such a person.  Some 
poskim only permit this when the אדם חשוב cannot 
come to the sefer Torah while others permit in all 
circumstances. 

 אנוסים & ציבור שלם: Some poskim4 rule that if the 
person cannot come to the sefer Torah due to illness 
and the like, the Torah may be brought to them.  The 
reason being that it is considered disrespectful only 
when there is an option for the person to go to the 
sefer Torah but if one is sick and therefore unable to 
go to the sefer Torah the prohibition would not 
apply.  Even those who disagree and will not permit 
a sefer Torah to be brought to an individual who 
cannot come to the sefer Torah will agree that if a 
minyon of people unable to come to the sefer Torah, 
the sefer Torah may be brought to them.5 

  יומייםיום או : this hetter, Literally translated ‘a day or 
two’, refers to a situation where the sefer Torah is 
stored in a specific place for an extended period of 
time.  This new ‘temporary’ location becomes the 
new ‘home’ for the Torah.  There is some discussion 
amongst the poskim as to exactly how long the 
Torah has to remain in the new location in order to 
be considered its new home.  
o Ideally it should be kept there for 48 hours, if 

this is not an option, then 24 hours is 
acceptable. (אשל אברהם מבוטשאטש) 

o It should be kept there for three leinings 
(readings).6 (Aruch HaShulchan 135:32) 

 see Kitzur Shulchan Aruch ,מסקנת הביה"ל 5
23:30 who disagrees with this hetter. 
6 For example, Shabbos morning, Mincha 
and Monday.  Rav Shlomo Zalman Aurebach 
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It is important to note that the Mogen Avroham, quoted 
by the Mishna Berura,7 rules that since this hetter is 
based on the principle that the sefer Torah now has a 
new ‘home, a special place must be arranged for the 
sefer Torah to be kept as opposed to leaving it on a table 
or the like.8   

 ספר תורה פרטי/Personal sefer Torah: Some poskim9 
rule that the prohibition only applies a public sefer 
Torah like one owned by a shul.  But an individual 
who has his own personal sefer Torah may transport 
it.  The Kaf HaChaim requires that the sefer Torah be 
written on condition that it may be transported.10  
The Har Tzvi11  seems to understand this hetter as 
applying to a sefer Torah that was written for the 
purpose of learning from as opposed to leining 
from.12   

It is important to note that there are some poskim who 
take a very stringent approach to this halacha.  The 13גר"א 
does not permit the Torah to be transported from room 
to room, even in the same building.  The Kaf HaChaim14 
quotes the זוהר הק' who forbids transporting a sefer 
Torah from one shul to another, he only permits if a 
minyan of people accompany the sefer Torah on its 
journey 

Based on the above we can answer our four questions. 

1) According to the Mishna Berura,15 if there is a 
minyan at the old age home one may bring the sefer 
Torah to them, even if just for leining and then it 
may be immediately returned to its place.  
Alternatively, one of the residents being an  אדם
 would also justify the sefer Torah being חשוב
brought.   

2) Ideally a place must be set up to house the sefer 
Torah for a 48 hour period16, or at least a 24 hour 
period.  Although one might argue that according to 
the Biur Halacha, since a minyan of people will be in 

                                                             
zt:l questions the basis for this practice, while Rav Eliyashiv zt:l 
rules that one should follow it since this has become the 
custom. [Dirshu note 63] 
 ס"ק מט 7
8 See תשובות והנהגות ח"א ס' תרצד 
9 Kaf HaChaim 135:80, Har Tzvi OC 71, Tzitz Eliezer 18:6 
 This ‘condition’ may only effective for a personal  .ס"ק עח 10
sefer Torah. 
 או"ח ס' עא 11
12 See Tzitz Eliezer 18:6. 
 מעשה רב אות קכט 13
 ס"ק עד 14
 "ביה"ל ד"ה "אליו מביאין 15
16 Some poskim might advise, ideally, to have three leinings 
from the Sefer Torah.  
17 It is reported in the name of one contemporary posek that 
if this is not possible the sefer Torah may be brought to the 
mourner’s home at a time when people are not on the street 
(late at night or early in the morning) and should be brought 
back under the same conditions. See footnote 12. Also see Kaf 
Hachaim 135:75 who does not permit bringing a sefer Torah 
to a mourner’s house.  He records that the custom is for 
everyone to go to shul afterwards and hear Kriyas HaTorah. 

need of a sefer Torah it would not be necessary to 
leave it there for any amount of time.  Again, the 
presence of an אדם חשוב would also be a hetter.  

3) If possible the leining should take place where the 
sefer Torah is stored, if this is not possible many 
poskim allow the sefer Torah to be transported to 
another room. 

4) The sefer Torah should be stored in the בית אבל for 
ideally 48 hours, and at least 24 hours in a 
designated place.17 

 

Kollel Beis HaTalmud Chaburah 
 סימן קלה סעיף י

Which aliyos can Kohanim (or Leviim) receive? 

Four opinions. 

1. The Mechaber: A Kohen may receive any Aliyah 
with one limitation; that two different Kohanim do 
not receive consecutive aliyos.18  As long as there 
is a Yisroel in between the two Kohanim, a Kohen 
may receive any Aliyah.19 For example, A Kohen 
may be called up for רביעי and then a Yisroel for 
 and so שישי with another Kohen receiving ,חמישי
on. 

2. The Custom in Ashkenaz (Rama): One may only 
call a Kohen only when the required number of 
aliyos have been already completed.  For example, 
on Shabbos there is an obligation to have seven 
aliyos.  A Kohen may not receive any of the seven 
obligatory aliyos (besides the first one) but may 
receive the eighth or ninth Aliyah or maftir.20 

3. The Levush: We only call a Kohen for the last 
Aliyah (אחרון) or maftir, but not for any other 
Aliyah, even if it is an ‘additional’ Aliyah.21 

4. Beis Yosef in the name of the Rif:  This opinion 
agrees, in principle, with the Mechaber but 

18 As this would give the impression that a pesul (invalidation) 
was found in the former Kohen and that is why another Kohen 
was called up.  It is apparent from the poskim that this 
concern exits even when receiving aliyos other than the first 
one. 
19 There is no concern that one might think the previous 
Kohen is invalid because if that was the case they would have 
realized right away and would have called up another Kohen, 
they would not have waited until after the Yisroel received his 
Aliyah. There is also no concern that one might think the 
second Kohen is a Yisroel, because when they call him up the 
gabbai says “(even though) he is a Kohen”. [MB 31] 
20 Except on a fast day where the maftir is one of the three 
obligatory aliyos, a Kohen should not be called up. [MB 34] 
21 He is concerned that giving the Kohen any other Aliyah 
might raise suspicion as to his status.  But since the custom 
has developed that the last Aliyah is given to an important 
person, no one will question why the Kohen is receiving this 
Aliyah.  The Maftir is viewed as a new kriyah and will also not 
cast any dispersions on the Kohen’s status.  Two different 
Kohanim may receive  אחרון and maftir as there is a kadish in 
between these two aliyos. 



requires that if one wants to give a Kohen another 
Aliyah it must follow the order of Kohen, Levi, 
Yisroel.  In other words, a Kohen may receive an 
Aliyah on the condition that it is followed by a Levi 
and then a Yisroel.  Therefore a Kohen may never 
receive acharon or maftir as these aliyos by 
definition cannot be followed by a Levi and then a 
Yisroel.  For example, רביע- Kohen, חמישי- Levi, 
 .Yisroel is acceptable -שישי

The Rama himself follows the custom in Ashkenaz but, 
adds that in a case of need one may rely on the opinion 
of the Mechaber.  The Mishna Berura brings three 
examples of ‘cases of need’ 

1) A Kohen who was erroneously called up for one of 
the middle aliyos after a Yisroel22 and for some 

reason cannot receive acharon or maftir may accept 
this Aliyah.23 

2) If there are two 24חתנים in shul, they should make 
fourteen aliyos.  One chosson should take the first 
seven and the second chosson divides aliyos eight 
through fourteen and he my give the eighth Aliyah 
to a Kohen.25 

3) On Simchas Torah the custom is to give everyone an 
Aliyah.  Once the first three aliyos were given to 
Kohen, Levi Yisroel, a Kohen may be called up for 
any subsequent Aliyah.26 

The conclusion of the Mishna Berura27 is to be stringent 
and follow a combination of the custom of Ashkenaz and 
the Rif’s opinion, only calling Kohanim after the 
obligatory aliyos have concluded and only followed by a 
Levi and then a Yisroel. 

Heichal HaTorah Chaburah (The weekly Chart by Ari Traurig) 

 סימן קלה סעיף יב

A city where there are limited numbers of Yisraelim (i.e. almost all are either Kohanim or Leviim) 

Introduction to chart: 

Under normal circumstances (i.e. Where there are enough Yisraelim), it is not permitted to call two Kohanim or (two Leviim) 
consecutively in order to prevent people from thinking that there was something wrong with the lineage of the first Kohen (or 
Levi). [Mechaber, Seifim 8-9]. 

However, where there are limited numbers of Yisraelim available, in order to fulfil the required number of call-ups for the day, it 
is permitted for the Kohanim/Leviim to be called consecutively, as everyone knows that the reason they are being called is because 
there are no other Yisraelim, not that there was anything wrong with the lineage of the previous Kohen/Levi. [Mechaber, Seif 12] 

Note for chart: Shabbos is used with the minimum amount of seven call-ups in order to illustrate the Cases, but the same ruling 
applies for other days where there are fewer call-ups. Likewise if extra aliyos are added to the Shabbos reading the same pattern 
can be extended for the extra aliyos.  

Case  Rishon Sheini Shlishi Revii Chamishi Shishi Shevii 

All Kohanim [Mechaber] Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen 
All Leviim [Mechaber] Levi Levi Levi Levi Levi Levi Levi 

All Kohanim, and no Levi, except 
one Yisrael [Mechaber] 

Yisrael Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen 

All Kohanim, except for at least 
one Levi and one Yisrael [MB 43] 

Kohen Levi Yisrael Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen 

All Kohanim, no Levi, two or 
more Yisraelim, but not enough 
Yisraelim for remaining aliyos 
[MB 44] 

Kohen Same 
Kohen as 
Rishon 

Yisrael Yisrael  Kohen (or 
Yisrael if 
available) 

Kohen (or 
Yisrael if 
available) 

Kohen 

All Kohanim, except for two 
Leviim and two Yisraelim [MB 44] 

Kohen Levi Yisrael Kohen Levi Yisrael Kohen 

All Kohanim, one Levi, no 
Yisraelim [MB 45] 

Levi Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen Kohen 

All Kohanim &Leviim, but no 
Yisraelim [MB45] 

Kohen Levi Kohen Levi Kohen Levi Kohen 

All Kohanim, only two Leviim, no 
Yisraelim [Shaar Hatziyun 41] 

Kohen Levi Kohen Levi Kohen Kohen Kohen 

No Kohanim, All Leviim, except 
for two Yisraelim [Dirshu 54] 

Yisrael Yisrael Levi Levi Levi Levi Levi 

                                                             
22 See שו"ת התעוררות תשובה ח"א ס' סה who rules that if there is 
more of a concern for false allegations with regards to the 
second Kohen’s status, the second Kohen may receive the 
Aliyah even directly after another Kohen.  
 מ"ב ס"ק לה 23

24 Grooms on the Shabbos before their wedding where the 
custom is for them to divide the aliyios amongst family and 
friends. 
  .This ‘case of need’ only is germane to the Levush .מ"ב ס"ק לו 25
According to the custom of Ashkenaz this is lechatchila. 
 מ"ב ס"ק לז 26
 שם 27
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קלהסימן   

1.  After calling a certain Kohen or Levi for the 
first/second Aliyah it was realized that he was not there, 
another Kohen/Levi should receive the Aliyah, but he 
should not be called up by name. [Mechaber 11] 

2.  In the above case, if the 1st Kohen called for an Aliyah 
couldn’t receive it because he was in the middle of 
davening, the other Kohen may be called up with his 
name.28 [MB 39] 

3.  If after calling up a Yisroel it was realized that he 
wasn’t there, another Yisroel may be called up by name. 
[MB 38] 

4.   A mourner who is a Kohen should not receive an 
Aliyah during the week but on Shabbos, if there is no 
other Kohen, he may receive the Kohen Aliyah.29 
However, in both of these situations it is preferable for 
the Kohen to exit the shul thereby avoiding the 
predicament entirely. [MB 45] 

 סימן קלז
5.  On a day where there are three 10 ,עולים pesukim 
should be read, however it is also acceptable to lein a 
complete inyon even with only 9 pesukim. [Mechaber 1] 

 
The Weekly Shmiras HaLashon  
(Based on Sefer Chofetz Chaim – Dirshu edition) 

 The Chofetz Chayim writes (Pesichah –Negative 
Commandments 15) that one who talks Lashon Hara 
about a yasom or almanah also violates the 
prohibition of kol almanah veyasom lo se’anun – ‘do 
not cause distress to a yasom or almanah’ (Shemos 
22:21). Rashi (ibid.) is of the opinion that this 
prohibition applies equally to any person who has 
experienced hardships in his life and is therefore 
more vulnerable. The Chofetz Chayim’s son R’ Leib 
writes (dugma midarchei avi  p. 38) that his father kept 
to the words of this Rashi in practice. Therefore the 
Chofetz Chayim was especially considerate not to 
cause any slight or offense to any poor tzedakkah-
collector, in spite of the sometimes disturbing or 
provocative way they would act towards him (p. 67, 
note 85). 
 

 Although it is very serious to speak Lashon Hara about 
a yasom or almanah, one is nevertheless allowed to 
speak Lashon Hara about them if it is for a 
constructive purpose (to’eles), just like one may talk 
Lashon Hara l’to’eles about any other person (Rav 
Nissim Karelitz) [note: to know what constitutes a 
constructive purpose one must learn the Sefer Chofetz 
Chayim, as there are clear guidelines that must be 
adhered to in order to be considered l’toeles] (p.67, 
note 83). 
 

 A person that listens to Lashon Hara being spoken can 
easily also violate the issur of chanufah – flattery; by 
silently or verbally approving of the speaker’s 
wrongdoing, the listener is guilty of flattering the 
speaker. Likewise, Rabeinu Yonah writes (Sha’arei 
Teshuvah Sha’ar 3: 149) that giving kavod to reshaim 
is a serious offense. R’ Elchanan Wasserman explains 

                                                             
28 There is no concern of pegam since everyone sees that the 
1st Kohen did not receive the Aliyah due to the fact that he 
was in the middle of davening. 

that the reason why granting honour to reshaim is 
such a severe aveirah, is due to the fact that a lot of 
simple people that don’t know better will join the ways 
of the reshaim if they see that these evil people are 
getting a lot of positive admiration and credit (p.71 , 
note 91). 
 

 One who speaks Lashon Hara about a ger tzedek also 
misses out on the positive commandment to love a ger 
tzedek (Devarim 10:19). The Chofetz Chayim, however, 
did not mention this mitzvah in his list of 
commandments that can be violated when speaking 
Lashon Hara. Two reasons are offered as to why he 
omitted mentioning this: Either because geirim were 
relatively not so common in his times, or due to the 
censoring by the authorities (Chelkas Binyomin) (p. 75, 
note 99). 

29 Because not giving him the Aliyah would be a public display 
of mourning which is prohibited on Shabbos.  
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