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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT CHAYEI SARAH 5777 

The Torah relates: "vayishma Avraham el Ephron" (Bereishis 23:16). The verb "lishmoa" does

not mean simply "to hear" when we recite Shema Yisrael twice a day we are not only saying

that we must  hear that  Hashem is  One but  that  we must understand.  The Shema means  to

accept and to believe. By the same token "vayishma Avraham el Ephron" means that Avraham

understood Ephron - he understood what this man wants and all he cares about is his money.

How much money did he give him? The Torah describes it as four hundred shekels of negotiable

currency.  Chazal  point  out that this  is  not  just  a  few shekels,  but each of these shekalim is

worth one hundred kikar and each kikar is three thousand ordinary shekalim. This means that

each  of  the  shekalim  that  Avraham  Avinu  paid  was  worth  three  hundred  thousand  ordinary

shekels, and he paid four hundred of these. This was a pretty large price.

Chazal inform us that Ephron lost a significant amount on this deal, after receiving the money

he name was written lacking the letter vav between the reish and the nun, whereas until that

point  it  was written with a vav. Presumably it  made no difference to him whether the Torah

records his name with or without a vav for he did not understand the value of every letter in the

Torah.  Not  only  did  he  lost  a  vav  but  there  is  an  entire  section  of  the  Torah  devoted  to

describing his negative behavior and his love for money.
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We  then  read  the  parsha  involving  Eliezer  who  meets  Rivka  and  Lavan.  What  a  difference

between brother and sister - she is only interested in doing chesed without asking for anything

in  return.  She  brings  water  not  only  to  Eliezer  and  his  men  but  to  ten  camels,  we  cannot

imagine how much work it is for a young girl (some say she was three years old) to go back and

forth bringing water for the camels.  My brother once explained to me how he learned in the

army about  the great  amount of  water  that  camels  consume.  Her goal  was to  do a  mitzvah

regardless of how difficult.

Lavan is quite the opposite - he runs towards Eliezer not out of love but to see what he brought

with him. Like Ephron he had a love for money. We are taught that he tried to kill Eliezer and

take his money. He did whatever he could to lure Eliezer into the house, he brought food for the

camels and he removed the avoda zara from the house, all because he thought that Eliezer had

money for him.

Furthermore,  we  are  taught  about  his  incredible  chutzpah  -  "Lavan  and  Besuel  answered

(Eliezer)" note that even though Besuel was the father, the son Lavan jumped in and answered

before him. Interesting how their answer was: "the matter stemmed from Hashem" (Bereishis

24:50),  what  does  Besuel  have to  do  with Hashem? Perhaps we can say that by saying the

shidduch comes from Hakadosh Baruch Hu he was telling Eliezer that he did not owe him money

as "shadchanus gelt" for arranging the shidduch, after all it was not his work it was Hashem's.

 We then read that Lavan and his mother suggested: "let the young girl remain with us a year

or ten months, then 'teilech'" - teilech can either mean then she will go (Rivka) or you will go

(Eliezer). Presumably they did not have in mind to have Eliezer only go after ten months for

that would mean providing him with food, etc.

They then gave her a blessing "our sister, may you come to be thousands of myriads" (24:60).

We are taught that when a person marries a woman he checks out who her brother is because

the children are often like their uncle. Rivka or course had no desire for her children to follow in

the footsteps of her brother. She was going to teach them to serve Hashem not just to run after

money.

There are people in this world who are takers and only want money, while it is incumbent upon

us  to  follow in  the  ways  of  Hashem and be  givers.  Hashem only  gives,  He has  no  need  for

anything.  One  who gives  therefore  resembles  Hashem. When  a  person  enters  this  world  He

takes from the world - a baby needs air, milk, and more. As a person grows up he should try to

learn to give as much as possible. This is the way of Hashem and this is the path forged for us

by  Avraham,  Yitzchak,  and Yaakov.  May we all  strive to  resemble  Hashem and only  give  to

others.
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