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Revealing Hashem’s Nachas 

Hashem created the world so that His glory would be 

revealed within the physical creation, and He gave Am Yisrael 

the task of fulfilling that purpose. Every Yid lives in this world in 

order to reveal kevod Shamayim, and Hashem's glory is actually 

revealed through him at every moment of his life. Hashem gives 

every Jew a different situation, spiritual level, environment, 

traits, and capabilities – and expects of every Jew his unique 

avodah amidst his personal circumstances. Hashem has nachas 

from each and every Yid and the kevod Shamayim that he 

reveals in his circumstances. Hashem has special nachas from a 

Jew who is far from Him because it is a great honor that the 

Divine neshamah reveals itself and shines even from this low 

place, i.e. that a Jew who is so far from kedushah still yearns to 

be close to Hashem. Sometimes, Hashem's nachas is from the 

very pain that an estranged Yid feels, even if the Yid himself 

does not know what this bad feeling is from. 

The distress and feeling of lack that a Jew experiences 

when he is distant from Hashem is a most wonderful expression 

of kevod Shamayim. It shows that a Jew is so inherently 

connected to Hashem and that Hashem is his very Source of life, 

to the extent that he cannot be at peace as long as he is 

externally detached from Him, R"l. 

We don't understand Hashem's ways and it is not our 

place to question why Hashem chose a certain Jew for one task 

and another for a different one. It is about such issues that 

Chazal say, "Bahadei kavshei deRachmana lama lach – what 

concern of yours are Hashem's secrets?" (See Sources and 

Additions, on p.)  

While Hashem's honor is revealed through every Jew in all 

circumstances, and Hashem always has nachas from a Jew's 

very existence, Hashem wants this nachas to be revealed in this 

world. He wants us – down in this world – to be aware of the G-

dly revelation and nachas ruach that are brought about.  

We might compare our task in this world to the 

preparation of a wedding feast. There are chefs who cook the 

food and waiters who set the tables and serve the food. The 

respectable way in which the food is served is what enables the 

guests to enjoy the meal. If a delicious meal is prepared but 

there is no one to serve it, no one will be able to enjoy the meal. 

Or, we can compare it to someone who buys his friend a 

present. If he really wants to make his friend happy, he will wrap 

the gift in fancy paper, add a colorful ribbon and a warm note, 

and only then hand it to him.  

Likewise, every Jew is constantly preparing diverse 

delicious "foods" and valuable gifts of kevod Shamayim in the 

world, but somebody must take these foods and "serve" them 

in a pleasant way, "wrap" the gifts nicely and respectably and 

"present" them to the Ribono shel Olam. When we see other 

Yidden in a positive light, relating to them as precious neshamos 

that are giving Hashem nachas, we are revealing their good part 

and sending up, or "serving," the nachas ruach to Hashem. 

There is a well-known story about Rav Levi Yitzchak of 

Berditchev, the famous defender of Klal Yisrael, who saw a Yid 

wearing his tefillin and davening while oiling the wheels of his 

carriage, so that he'd be able to set out on a trip as soon as he 

was done. Rav Levi Yitzchak exclaimed, "Ribono shel Olam, look 

how much Your children love You; they daven to You even as 

they are busy preparing their carriage!"  

What did Rav Levi Yitzchak mean by this? The Jew was 

preparing for work in the midst of davening. What was this 

defense all about? Surely Hashem cannot be fooled! 

Rav Levi Yitzchak's favorable judgment was no pretense, 

chas veshalom; he simply had a deeper, truer and more inner 

perspective on reality. On the surface, it seemed that this Jew 
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was so eager to embark on his journey that he couldn't even 

wait until he finished praying, but Rav Levi Yitzchak took note of 

the Jew's deeper truth – that although it was so important to 

him to leave, he would not do so without praying, because it 

was even more important to him not to violate Hashem's 

commandment and miss his prayers. This is a wonderful display 

of kevod Shamayim from such a low, distant place! Rav Levi 

Yitzchak, zy"a, saw the inner truth of every Jew, the good part 

within him, and offered up to Hashem the nachas that every Jew 

gave Him.  

Countless diamonds lie at our feet. We have the opportunity, 

like Rav Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy"a, in his time, to pick up 

these diamonds, polish them, reveal their sparkle, and present 

them to the Ribono shel Olam. We don't have to find a specific 

favorable judgment for every individual Jew, but we do have to 

adopt a general positive perspective on all of Klal Yisrael. We 

must know and believe that each Jew is a pure neshamah that 

is holy and close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, even if on the outside 

he seems ever so far, R"l. When we regard our fellow Jews with 

this outlook, we bring nachas ruach to the Ribono shel Olam, 

and also arouse their holy essence within them, drawing them 

closer to their good and pure Source. 

Jews Closer to Home 

This obligation to see the good in our fellow Jews also 

applies to observant Yidden within our own community as well 

as to family, neighbors and friends. People tend to think that 

those who grew up in the same or similar surroundings as them 

and who live a similar lifestyle to theirs could and should achieve 

whatever they have achieved. When they see people with flaws, 

whether in behavior or modesty of dress, they often blame 

them for these flaws. The mishnah in Pirkei Avos tells us: "Do 

not judge your friend until you reach his place" (2:5). Hashem 

puts every Jew in a different place and gives him different 

strengths and trials, expecting from each and every Jew a 

different avodah and revelation of kevod Shamayim. The 

mishnah warns us not to scrutinize and judge our friend because 

we don't know and definitely don't understand the place that 

he is in. We must be aware that every Jew has a pure and holy 

soul that seeks to do only good, but that each person has 

different trials and hardships in life and we don't know which 

avodah Hashem expects of him in his circumstances. A Yid is 

such an awesomely holy and profound being that we can't begin 

to understand the deep upheavals his neshamah endures! 

(Likutei Moharan 2, 1:14) 

While we must not justify forbidden conduct or mode of 

dress and we must adhere firmly to the truth, making it clear to 

ourselves that these are wrong and oppose the Torah way, we 

should distinguish between the action we have witnessed and 

the person doing the action. We should not attribute the act to 

the Jew himself. A Yid is intrinsically good and we continue to 

see only good in him. And as far as his fault that was revealed – 

after all, he made the wrong choice – we must remember that 

we don't understand Hashem's ways and that it is not our 

concern to try and figure out why and how he came to act the 

way he did. The very act of appraising and judging another Yid 

is an offense to his pure neshamah.  

Here, too, as discussed above, we should feel the 

neshamah's pain of having fallen to sin, R"l.  

Sometimes, when talking with friends or family members, 

one realizes that the other person's priorities and perspectives 

on subjects such as chinuch or parnassah are distorted, that 

he/she lacks a basic clarity in emunah and the general purpose 

of life. Again, on the one hand, we must not become confused 

– we have to remain strong, knowing that Hashem is the only 

Truth and the only purpose in life, and that anyone who sets 

other goals in life is mistaken. On the other hand, we have to 

know that Hashem has nachas from these Yidden, too, and that 

they are precious holy neshamos that are beloved by Him. We 

must see in the Jews themselves only good and not judge them, 

chas veshalom. We don't understand Hashem's ways and we 

don't know which avodah Hashem wants of every Jew and 

which trials He gave each one. One who is closer to the truth 

should know that he was privileged to this only because Hashem 

gave him more inner perception, strengths, or more conducive 

circumstances than others.  

We would also do well to daven to Hashem that He show 

the right path to all our fellow Jews and bring us all together for 

the coming of Moshiach, speedily, in our days.

 

 


