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ארור האיש אשר יעשה פסל “ 27:15

ומסכה תועבת ד' מעשה ידי חרש ושם 

 ”בסתר, וענו כל העם ואמרו אמן

“Accursed is the man who will make a graven or 

molten image, an abomination of Hashem, a 

craftsman’s handiwork, and emplace it in secret.  

And the entire people shall speak up and say, 

‘Amen’.”  This Parsha has the Tochacha, when Klal 

Yisroel are told what will Chas V’sholom happen if 

they do not adhere to the Mitzvos of the Torah.  

The Torah tells us here about people who are 

“cursed.”  It does not say that anyone who does 

not follow the dictates of the Torah will be cursed, 

rather there are specific cases of those who will be 

cursed.  What is the significance of these specific 

people that they will be cursed?  Additionally, why 

was it necessary for the entire nation of Klal Yisroel 

to answer “אמן” when the curse was recited?  The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, 

and support the P’shat offered in the closing 

paragraph. 

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר   – ”ארור האיש“ 27:15 – 

All of these sins for which the Torah states that 

there is a curse, are sins which generally escape 

people’s attention, and they cannot monitor them.  

For this reason, they are placed here under the rule 

of Hashem’s dispensation of blessing and curse.  In 

Posuk 15, and 24, the beginning and end of the 

curses, the Torah says that they are sins which are 

performed, “בסתר” – “hidden.”  This is to tell us 

that the entire list has this characteristic of being 

hidden sins.  These are sins which remain secret, 

and it is the secrecy of these sins which deem them 

to be worthy of a curse.  “ארור” is pronounced here 

upon all those who practice moral and social 

depravity beneath the cloak of outward 

respectability.    

א"גר  וענו הלוים ואמרו אל כל איש “ 27:14 – 

 And the Leviyim shall answer and“ – ”ישראל קול רם

say to every man in Klal Yisroel in a loud voice.”  

The reason that this language (the language that 

the Torah is written in) is called “לשון הקודש” is 

because Hakodosh Boruch Hu spoke to Klal Yisroel 

in that language, and gave them the Torah.  Sotah 

33a – “ בקול רם...וענו הלוים ”, and in Shemos 19:19 it 

says, “ ולוהאלקים יעננו בק ” – just like when Hashem 

spoke there it was in Loshon Hakodesh, so too here 

the Leviyim spoke in Loshon Hakodesh.    

ם"מלבי  ארור האיש אשר יעשה פסל “ 27:15 – 

 Cursed is the man who makes a graven or – ”ומסכה

molten image.  One who is arrogant is as if he 

served Avodah Zara.  There are times that one 

makes it appear that he is a humble person, and 

acts in that manner when he is around others.  

Though in the depths of his heart, and the privacy 

of his own home, he is truly arrogant.  This person 

will be lauded in public for his humility, but 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows the truth, and he will 

be cursed.   

ארור מקלה אביו ואמו “ 27:16 - משך חכמה 

 is from a Loshon of ”מקלה“ – ”ואמר כל העם אמן

 it is easy for one to perform actions which – ”קל“

pain his father, for he knows that his father will be 

Mochel him.  The father is more concerned about 

the punishment of his son, than the son himself is 

concerned about his own punishment.  Therefore, 

the Torah says that this person is cursed for acting 

in this manner, and not being concerned about his 

father.  This is the meaning of the Yerushalmi in 

Nedarim 9:1 which says that one is more 

concerned about the honor of his father after his 

father dies.  The reason is that for as long as the 

father is alive, if his son does something to affront 

his honor, he will be Mochel him.  However, after 

the father dies, he can no longer be Mochel his 

son, and if the son does something to dishonor his 

father, there will be no Mechilah, and he will 

receive the full punishment for his action.  

וענו הלוים ואמרו אל כל “ 27:14 - העמק דבר 

 It says in the Yerushalmi in – ”איש ישראל קול רם

Bikkurim that anytime the Torah uses the Loshon 

of “עניה” – it means responding to, or answering 

another person.  If so, who were the Leviyim 

responding to when the Posuk says, “וענו הלוים”?  

The Gemara, in the seventh Perek of Sotah, tells us 

that before every Klalah, curse, there was a Brocha 

corresponding to the curse.  Klal Yisroel answered 

Amein after the Brocha.  Brochos 47 says that it is 
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imperative for one to hear an Amein on his Brocha 

before proceeding.  Rashi explains over there that 

the Amein is part and parcel of the Brocha, and it is 

a Mitzvah for the one who makes the Brocha to 

hear the Amein.  Therefore, it was a Mitzvah for 

the Leviyim to hear the Amein said by Klal Yisroel 

on the Brochos, which preceded the Klolos.  When 

the Posuk says, “וענו הלוים” – they were answering 

– meaning they were waiting for the Amein of Klal 

Yisroel on the Brocha, and then they were able to 

proceed with saying the Klolos.   After the Leviyim 

said the Klolos, Klal Yisroel answered Amein on that 

as well.   

דברהעמק   וענו הלוים ואמרו אל כל “ 27:14 - 

 The Yerushalmi in Sotah 7:2 – ”איש ישראל קול רם

that explains that “קול רם” – refers to the Voice of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that the Leviyim joined their 

voices and said it together with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  “קול רם” does not mean very strong, rather it 

means a voice that is average – not weak but not 

strong – a perfect medium.  As the Gemara in 

Sotah 38a says regarding the Kohanim that they 

are to say Birchas Kohanim with a קול רם, and it 

explains that it is to be done with a medium voice, 

a pleasant way one would speak to his friend, and 

it does not refer to yelling and screaming.  If the 

Leviyim were only saying it in a medium voice, how 

could have all of Klal Yisroel, who were not close to 

them, hear?  Therefore we explain that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu said it with them, and that was how all 

heard it.  The Posuk does not say that the Leviyim 

said it, “בקול רם” – rather it just says, “קול רם” – 

referring to Hakodosh Boruch Hu joining along with 

them.  “וענו” – in response to Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

saying it, the Leviyim joined with Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu and also said it.   

 Yeshaya 60:4 (Haftorah – ברכת חיים 

Parshas Ki Savo) “ שאי סביב עיניך וראי כלם נקבצו

בניך מרחוק יבאו ובנתיך על צד תאמנה, באו לך ” – 

“Lift your eyes about you and see, all of them 

assemble, they come to you; your sons from afar 

shall come, and your daughters shall be nurtured 

alongside royalty.”    Yeshaya announces to 

Yerushalayim that the glory of Hashem is 

imminent, and calls upon her to lift her eyes, and 

gather together.  Certainly, when Klal Yisroel will 

leave Golus and return to the Eretz Hakdosha, they 

will all return together, males and females. Why 

does Yeshaya delineate the males and females 

separately? There was a story with Shlomo 

Hamelech and a bird.  Shlomo Hamelech’s wife, Bas 

Paroah, emphatically requested of Shlomo that he 

decree that all the birds in the world go into a 

structure with four walls and a ceiling.  After all the 

birds are in that one place, they should all be 

slaughtered, and their bones should be used to 

construct a palace.  Shlomo fulfilled her request, 

and decreed that the Sar, minister, of the birds, 

must gather all the birds to this one place by a 

certain date.  All of the birds came by the 

appointed time, except for one bird.  Shlomo was 

very upset, for he had told Bas Paroah that he 

would gather each and every bird in the world.  

Two days after the appointed day, the lone bird 

showed up before Shlomo and bowed before him.  

The bird said to Shlomo: “Pardon me my master for 

I have been delayed. I was in a faraway place on a 

mission.”  Shlomo asked the bird what he was 

occupied with.  The bird responded, “I 

systematically travelled the entire world to count 

the males and females, and to see which is more.” 

Shlomo asked him why he wanted to know that; 

what will he do with the information? The bird 

responded, “I saw that you, my master the king, is 

one individual, yet you took one thousand wives.  I 

therefore assumed that it must be that there are 

many more females than males, and that is why 

one male married one thousand.”  Shlomo asked 

him what were his results from his counting? The 

bird responded that he found that there were 

many more women than men.  Shlomo told the 

bird that he had erred, for in fact there are more 

males than females. The bird responded, “My 

master, you are certainly correct that there are 

actually more males than females.  However, I 

counted many males in the numbers with the 

females, and that is why I came up with more 

females than males.”  Shlomo asked the bird why 
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he did so.  The bird responded, “Any man whose 

wife rules over him I counted amongst the 

females.”  Shlomo Hamelech realized the messages 

of the bird: one reproving him for taking one 

thousand wives, and the other for listening to Bas 

Paroah’s ignorant and foolish idea and allowing her 

to rule over him – to the point that he was going to 

slaughter all of the birds in the world just to make a 

palace for himself.  Shlomo Hamelech said, “ ' ד

 Hashem our G-d“ – ”אלקינו מעוף השמים יחכמנו

makes us wise from the birds of Shomayim.”  

Shlomo allowed all the birds to go free and to 

return to their proper place.  Beitzah 32b – There 

are three lives not worth living: one who needs to 

rely on the table of others, one whose wife rules 

over him, and one whose entire body is afflicted 

with Yisurim.  Know that it is not only those whose 

wives rule them who are not counted amongst the 

men, but it includes those who do not perform the 

Mitzvos of men, such as wearing Talis and Tefillin, 

not going to Shul to Daven, not having a Sefer in 

hand to study, etc…  It is unfortunate that now 

there are more “females” than males.  However, in 

the future, Yeshaya 60:21 “ועמך כולם צדיקים” – all 

will be righteous, and every male in Klal Yisroel will 

be counted as one.  Not only that, but the females 

will follow the ways of the men in Tefilah and 

Talmud Torah, and they will be counted amongst 

the “males.”  “בניך מרחוק יבאו” – The “males” will 

come from afar and will be abundant, and those 

remaining “females”, will not be too many, but 

they will remain on the “side” and be nurtured to 

follow on the proper path.   

ארור מקלה אביו ואמו “ 27:16 – פלא יואץ 

 Accursed is one who“ – ”ואמר כל העם אמן

degrades his father or mother, and the entire 

people shall say, ‘Amein’.”  Certainly one must be 

careful not to embarrass his parents, to whom he 

owes honor.  A father who is Mochel on his Kovod, 

his Kovod can be waived, however this is 

specifically his Kovod, and not his Bizyonos, his 

embarrassment.  The same applies to a Talmud 

Chochom, that one can never embarrass him.   

וענו הלוים ואמרו אל כל “ 27:14 - אמרי שפר 

 That which the Posuk says – ”איש ישראל קול רם

that this was to be said “בקול רם” is a proof to 

what the Bach says in Yoreh Dei’ah 211 that one 

who speaks very quietly, that it cannot be heard to 

one’s own ears, they are called “דברים שבלב” – 

“words of the heart” and they are not called words.  

When Klal Yisroel said, “אמן” – it meant that they 

were accepting upon themselves what was said.  

וענו כל העם “ 27:15 – מעין בית השואבה 

 Why by the first curse, the curse for – ”ואמרו אמן

those who serve Avodah Zarah, does the Posuk use 

a Loshon Rabbim and say, “they” answered Amein, 

while by all of the other curses it says, “ ואמר כל

 in Loshon Yachid?  Unfortunately, at – ”העם אמן

the time when the curses were being said, there 

were some who had hidden an Avodah Zarah on 

their journey from Mitzrayim, and still had it.  

Therefore, when they said אמן, they did not do so 

with a full heart.  Being that they did not do so with 

a full heart, that means that Klal Yisroel were not 

all saying it with one heart.  However, all of the 

other curses, Klal Yisroel accepted with all of their 

hearts with complete unity, and therefore the 

Posuk uses a Loshon Yachid.  

ארור מקלה אביו ואמו “ 27:16 - קרן לדוד 

 Prior to this curse the Torah – ”ואמר כל העם אמן

states the curse of one who makes an Avodah 

Zarah, and then follows with this curse, of one who 

embarrasses his parents.  Kiddushin 30b – The 

honor due to one’s parents is compared to the 

honor that is due to the Ribbono Shel Olam.  The 

reason for this is that as long as one has the proper 

respect and honor for his parents, he will not veer 

from the Emunah that his parents implanted within 

him – an Emunah that goes back all the way to 

Avrohom Avinu.  One who does not show respect 

to his parents is demonstrating that he takes them 

for fools, and believes that he is smarter and knows 

better than them – there is no greater disrespect 

than that.  This is why the Torah places the curse of 

one who degrades his parents after one who 

makes an Avodah Zarah, for one who disrespects 

his parents will come to make an Avodah Zarah.   
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ארור האיש אשר יעשה “ 27:15 - רבנו בחיי 

 The list of these eleven curses – ”פסל ומסכה

begins with the Inyan of Avodah Zarah, for it is 

K’neged the entire Torah.  After Avodah Zarah 

comes the curse of one who disparages his father 

or mother.  The reason for this is because these are 

the three partners in one’s being brought into this 

world: Hakodosh Boruch Hu, father, and mother, 

and therefore one is warned to be careful with 

their honor.  The reason for these specific eleven 

mentioned here is because the punishment for all 

of these is Golus, and the Torah mentions it here 

when Klal Yisroel would be entering Eretz Yisroel.  

ארור האיש אשר יעשה “ 27:15 - אברבנאל   

 ,The Torah listed these specific sins – ”פסל ומסכה

which if one transgresses he will be cursed, 

because all of these are acts that are done in 

private.  If one were to do it in public, they would 

be punished by Bais Din.  Being that there are no 

witnesses and it is not known to others, they will 

not be punished by Bais Din, yet the Torah tells us 

that it does not mean that there will be no 

repercussions for their actions – for they will be 

cursed.  The first curse begins with one who 

transgresses a sin between himself and his Creator, 

and then follows with one who transgresses 

between himself and his father and ancestors.   

 – Parshas Terumah 178a – זוהר הקדוש 

When one answers “אמן” on a Brocha he should 

have in mind the Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu: י-

ה-ו-ה  and י-נ-ד-א , which together equal the 

Gematria of 91 – אמן.   

“ – Shabbos 119b – תוספות  : אמר רבי יוחנן

ל מלך נאמן-א ” – One must have the words, “ ל -א

  ”.אמן“ ,in mind at the time he says ”מלך נאמן

“ – ענף יוסף  ל מלך נאמן-א ” – These words 

mean that Hakodosh Boruch Hu is “ ל-א ” – G-d – the 

All powerful source of all mercy.  He is “מלך” – 

“King” – Who rules, leads, and supervises all, at all 

times.  He is “נאמן” – “trustworthy” – fair, one 

never receives more suffering or less good than he 

deserves.   

 – Parshas Vayeilech 285a – זוהר הקדוש 

Brochos 53b – “גדול העונה אמן יותר מן המברך” – 

“Greater is the one who says ‘אמן’ after one’s 

Brocha, than the one who actually made the 

Brocha.”  This refers to one who answers אמן with 

the proper Kavanah, with the Kavanah of being 

Meyached the two Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu: 

The Shem Havayah and the Shem Adnus (See Zohar 

above – Parshas Terumah 178a). This is better than 

one who actually says the Brocha, who is only 

saying the Shem Adnus, while having in mind the 

Shem Havayah (saying “אמן” actually encompasses 

both Names of Hakodosh Boruch Hu when said 

with the proper Kavanah).   

 Perhaps now we can understand why these 

curses were said, and why Klal Yisroel needed to 

answer “אמן” to both the Brochos and the Klolos. 

There are actions which one does in public, where 

people see what he does.  There are ramifications 

to those actions, both in what people think of that 

person, and also potential punishment in Bais Din 

when appropriate.  Then there are actions that one 

does in private, where people do not only know 

what he is thinking, but they do not know what he 

is doing.  The Torah tells is that we must know that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu knows all.  He sees into the 

depths of our hearts and minds, and knows exactly 

what we are thinking and what we are doing at all 

times.  The word “אמן” was integral to all of these 

Brochos and Klolos, for this word was the key how 

to avoid these curses.  It is a word that is often 

taken for granted, and perhaps because it is said so 

often, is often devoid of Kavanah.  We must 

strengthen ourselves in this word that could help 

us in our Ruchniyos.  This word tell us that there is 

a G-d in this world, Who runs and monitors each 

and every aspect of this world – both what we see 

in the open, as well as everything that occurs 

behind closed doors. May we be Zoche to utilize 

this holy word in the proper manner, which should 

bring us to elevated levels of Kedusha in Ruchniyos.   


