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    When do you learn? 

 What are some of the secrets of those that merit 
to become great in Torah?1 Their consistency and 
persistency in their learning.  
 

The older brother of the Maharal- R’ Chaim2 
(1515- 1588)- authored Igeres Hatiyul and Sefer Hachaim. 
This was written during a plague in 1578. Being confined 
to his home for nearly two months and unable to 
concentrate on complicated Talmudic discourse because 
of the situation, he composed these Sefarim. 
  

R’ Aryeh Henkin related that he once met 
‘Avraham Yeshaya the shopkeeper’ whom he assumed 
was unlearned and tried to encourage him to devote part 
of his day to studying Torah. He asked do you learn any 
Torah? The response: whenever I find time. He managed 
to find time 18 hours daily. This Avraham Yeshaya is also 
known as the great Chazon Ish! 
 

 It is not just the amount of time learning but also 
the quality of learning. The learning of the Pnei 
Yehoshua3 was so intense that he would sit in the cold 
without noticing. One bitter cold day, his students 
couldn’t leave their homes until the sun came out in the 
afternoon. When they arrived by their Rebbe, they found 
him still wrapped in his Tallis and Tefilin learning with 
icicles hanging from his beard.4  
  

Some may think that בין הזמנים (intercession) is a 
time off. The truth is that the origin of בין הזמנים was so 

                                                           
1 The Agudas Azov (Hagada 144a, s.v. חד) explains דזבין אבא בתרי זוזי (in  חד

 that Hashem our father took us from Mtzrayim for a nation by (גדיא
acquiring us with two movements (as זז means to move)- of the lips- 
 .(Semos 24:7) נעשה ונשמע
2 He was one of four brothers about whom the Maharshal wrote: "I 
have heard about the wise brothers: the lofty, wise and pious one R' 
Chaim; the lion of Torah R' Leib; and the two shining stars R' Sinai and R' 
Shimshon. R' Chaim was a leading sage of his generation, though his 
legacy is overshadowed by that of his younger brother R' Leib, better 
known as the Maharal of Prague. When he is quoted, it is usually by the 
name "R' Chaim, the brother of the Maharal". R' Chaim's Rebbi was the 
Maharshal, and it was his method of studying Halacha that R' Chaim 
adopted as his own. R' Chaim was reluctant to leave any written works. 
He encouraged his students to memorize material and study by heart, 
thus developing their memory and analytical abilities. That R' Chaim 
wrote any books is a testimony to the persistent demands of his 
students, and even so, he postponed his writing until an epidemic 
forced him to be quarantined and separated from anyone with whom 
he could "talk in learning." He died: 1588 in Friedberg, Germany.  
3 The Pnei Yehoshua served as Rav in a number of cities including Lvov, 
Berlin, Metz, and Frankfurt. Although he was less successful as Rav due 
to his unwillingness to bow to the whims of the local wealthy Baalei 
Batim, among the Torah giants he was an icon. His word was regarded 
as law by his peers. He was made famous by the Chacham Tzvi who 
eventually suggested him as his replacement in Lvov. He was visited by 
the Chida when the latter traveled through Europe. In his Sefer Shem 
HaGedolim, the Chida writes about his visit, "I merited to be  מקבל פני

ים-אלהמלאך  for a number of days. His appearance is like that of a השכינה ; 
angel of God."  
4 In a similar episode once when Rava was studying a Talmudic matter, 
he put his fingers under his leg crushing them. His fingers were 
therefore flowing with blood. This was because he was so engrossed in 
his studies (Shabbos 88a with Rashi וקא). 

that one could review his studies. It surely was not meant 
to take a break from studying Torah. It is said that the 
learning schedule of בין הזמנים for R’ Chaim Shmulevitz 
was the same as during the זמן. The Shelah writes that the 
phrase בין הזמנים should be uprooted from the world as 
the זמן and בין הזמנים are the same and as it says  והגית בו

ולילהיומם  ; contemplate it day and night.5 Similarly, the 
Maharsha6 writes– even Bachurim waste most of their 
days during בין הזמנים.  
   

Besides the quantity and quality of learning, one 
should also be careful not to waste the spare moments 
that arise. The Chassam Sofer remarked that he became 
who he was from utilizing these spare minutes. Today we 
have so many opportunities to do this- whether it is 
waiting for…a doctor, a bus, a Chuppa to begin and the 
like. When driving a car, one can listen to a Shiur. After all, 
it is said the average person spends two weeks of his life 
waiting for a red light to change, let alone of the amount 
of time he spends traveling.7 One can do the same when 
he is exercising. One who travels by bus can take a Sefer 
with him.8 Although we may not become the Chassam 
Sofer through this, we can become the greatest we were 
meant to be.9  
************************************************ 
                Smile!  

Receiving a person with a pleasant countenance 
makes him feel good. We are therefore instructed to 
receive everyone בסבר פנים יפות; with a pleasant facial 
expression.10 In Avos Drebi Nosson11 we are told that one 
who receives another with a pleasant facial expression 
even if he gave him nothing else, it is as if he gave him all 
the מתנות טובות; wonderful gifts in the world. This is in 
contrast to one who gives his friend all the מתנות טובות in 
the world but has an unpleasant facial expression as it is 

                                                           
5 Shelah, Shavuos, 24, 28. Yehoshua 1:8. Parenthetically, we should take 
special advantage of the spiritual energy in the atmosphere this week of 
Kabbalas Hatorah since it is even higher than Shavuos. This is because 
Parshas Yiisro is the נפש of נפש, שנה, עולם ; space, time and people- 
whereas Shavuos is just in זמן; time. נפש enters our existence.  
6 Shabbos 119b, s.v. ואמר 
7 A study revealed that the average American spends 101 minutes per 
day driving. That means in a lifetime, the average American 
spends 37,935 hours driving a car (assuming that he starts driving at 17 
and drives until 78.7 years old). In that time, he will drive around 
798,000 miles (1,284,256 kilometers), which is approximately the 
distance it takes to drive to the moon more than three times! 
8 The Pasuk states כה תאמר לבית יעקב...לבני ישראל (Shemos 19:3). It would 
seem that the more proper term is בנות יעקב not בית יעקב just as it says  בני
 The analogy is given of one that is sick as there are two ways to ?ישראל
cure him. One method is to give him strong medicine which will clear 
out his insides while the other way is to bring him into a sealed room 
filled with the sharp herb as then he will be cured. The same is with the 
Yetzer Hara as we take the medicine itself- the Torah, as in  בראתי יצר

 the Torah is the antidote to the Yetzer Hara (Kidushin 30b). The ;הרע...
women however, receive the השפעה; influence from the house- from the 
 of her parents (generated by the father of the house) and the יראת שמים
like. It therefore says יעקב בית . With this we can grasp a deeper meaning 
in כל שבח נעורים לאביה; all profits that come to a girl during the stage of 
Naarus accrue to her father (Kidushin 3b), as it can also refer to the 
‘profits’ of יראת שמים which is because of her father. 
9 Of course one must know himself since at times it may be more 
beneficial for one to take a break from learning so that in the future he 
may be able to learn more. This can be compared to one who constantly 
exercises as doing this too much may be harmful in the long term.  
10 Avos 1:15. It is noteworthy that it is Shamai who says this- the one who 
embodies the attribute of Din!  
11 13:4 
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as if he gave him nothing. The Gemara says  טוב המלבין

 one who displays the whiteness of his teeth to his ;שינים...
friend (smile) is better than one who gives him milk to 
drink.12    

 

A smile has the ability to change one’s day. A 
smile says you make me happy, I am so glad to see you. 
The saying goes “a smile is a curve that sets everything 
straight.”  

 

Here is something intriguing that was written 
about a smile: 
The value of a smile- it costs nothing, but creates much. 
It enriches those who receive, without impoverishing 
those who give. 
It happens in a flash and the memory of it sometimes 
lasts forever.  
None are so rich they can get along without it, and none 
are so poor but are richer for its benefits. 
It creates happiness in the home, fosters good will in 
business, and is the countersign of friends.  
It is rest to the weary, daylight to the discouraged, 
sunshine to the sad, and Nature’s best antidote for the 
trouble. 
Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed or stolen for 
it is something that is no earthly good to anybody till it is 
given away. 
And if in the last minute rush, we are too tired to give you 
a smile, may we ask you to leave one of yours? 
For nobody needs a smile so much as those who have 
none left to give!13    
************************************************ 
  Learn what you enjoy       

The Shevet Mussar says the main learning- לימוד- 
of a person should be in what he enjoys- whether it is 
Gemara, Kabbala…. In fact, the Gemara tells us one 
should learn what his heart desires- שלבו חפץ- and as it 
says חפצו' כי אם בתורת ה ; he strives in the Torah in the topic 
of his desire.14 With this, we should merit the coming of 
Moshiach as משיח forms an acronym of ילמד מה שלבו חפץ.  
************************************************ 

   Live in the present 

Amalek represents the idea of causing one not to 
accomplish in the present. With this we can comprehend 
 go and do battle with Amalek on the -צא הלחם בעמלק מחר
concept of מחר (the future) since they try to convince us 
not to accomplish by procrastinating until tomorrow.15 
The Pasuk states מלקעוים גאשית ר .16 Is it any wonder that its 
initials spell רגע- symbolizing the present- since this is 
where they battle us.  
 

In this light we can grasp the Midrash that 
teaches ועתה ;אין ועתה אלא תשובה- and now- refers to 
Teshuva as this is the present.17 Advice is hinted to in  ועל

 on this moment we need to think what ;רגעי ארץ...יחשבון

                                                           
12 Kesubos 111b. It is said that a smile is alluded to in הרחב פיך; widen your 
mouth (Tehillim 81:11), as it doesn’t say פתח פיך; open your mouth. 
13 As someone once put it: Be helpful. When you see a person without a 
smile, give him yours. 
14 Avoda Zara 19a. Tehillim 1:2 
15 Shemos 17:9. Someone once said “the disciplined person is the one 
who does what needs to be done when it needs to be done.” 
16 Bamidbar 24:20 
17 Breishis Rabba 21:6 

we can do.18 We should follow the instruction of the 
Mishna  don’t say when I am free I will ; ...לכשאפנהאל תאמר 
study, perhaps you won’t become free.19    

 

This idea of Amalek also links with that they 
remove Hashem from the present. This means that at 
times we have difficulty seeing Hashem in the day to day 
of our lives. It is because of Amalek that the throne of 
Hashem isn’t complete and is therefore spelled ה-כס י  and 
not ה-ו-ה-כסא י .20 So the letter ו is missing from Hashem’s 
name ה-ו-ה-י .21 We therefore have היה and יהיה- past and 
future (as these letters are contained in the name ה-י ) but 
not present- הוה, since it is missing a 22.ו  

  

Since when Moshiach comes, Amalek will be 
eradicated, so too what they represent will be eliminated.  
Is it any coincidence that ימלךה' מלך ה'  ה' מלך

23 ; Hashem 
has reigned, reigns and will reign, has the same 
equivalent as 358 -משיח, since that is when Amalek will be 
eradicated and it will be ה-ו-ה-כסא י . If we remove the 
present tense- (116) ה' מלך– we come to the same sum as 
בעמלקצא הלחם  as in -242 -בעמלק .24  

   

After Yisro hears about Amalek he says  עתה

...ידעתי ; now I know Hashem is the greatest of all the 
gods.25 Rashi comments that Yisro recognized Hashem in 
the past and now even more- ועכשיו ביותר. This can also be 
understood that Yisro recognized Hashem in the past but 
 now in the present I see that He is in my day ;ועכשיו ביותר
to day life. Which letter is added to Yisro’s name? The ו, as 
he went from יתר to יתרו, since this letter represents the 
present.   
************************************************ 
          Eruvai Techumin 

Hashem says אל יצא איש ממקמו; no man may leave his 
place on Shabbos.26 Rashi says this refers to the 2,000 Amos of 
 Shabbos boundary, but this law is not stated explicitly ;תחום שבת
  .(ולא במפורש)

 

The wording לא במפורש can also be understood that 
these 2,000 Amos are hinted to here meaning it is not stated 
explicitly. To illustrate: taking the word יצא and multiplying its 
letters with each other- as the Migdal Dovid tells us- let us see 
what we get.27 Multiplying (10) י and (90) צ we get 900. Now let 
us do the reverse- צ and י- and again we have 900. Adding the 
two together we get 1,800. Now let us multiply (90) צ with (1) א. 
This is 90. Doing the reverse- א with צ, we again have 90. 90 and 
90 is 180. This brings our total to 1,980. Lastly, let us multiply י 
(10) with (1) א and we get 10. Doing the reverse- א with י- we 
again get 10. That is 20 in total. Adding 20 to our existing 1,980, 
we come to a grand total of 2,000!!! 

                                                           
18 Tehillim 35:20 
19 Avos 2:5  
20 Shemos 17:16, Rashi 
21 Although the ה is also missing, there is still another ה there.  
22 When one mentions the name of Hashem, he should have in mind the 
meaning of Hashem’s name, ה-הו-י , as it is written- that He was, is and 
always will be; יהיה, הוה, היה  (Orach Chaim 5:1).  
23 In Shacharis in יהי כבוד 
24 Shemos 17:9 
25 Shemos 18:11 
26 16:29. Eruvin 51a 
27 This is done because it is just as in accordance with the Halacha in 
Hilchos Techumin כל אדם יש לו אלפים אמה לכל רוח; everyone has 2,000 
Amos in any direction (Orach Chaim 397:1). Likewise, we will multiply the 
letters in all directions.   


