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"הוא מוצאת והיא שלחה אל חמיה לאמר לאיש  26 ,38:25
אשר אלה לו אנכי הרה, ותאמר הכר נא למי החתמת והפתילים 
 והמטה האלה.  ויכר יהודה ויאמר צדקה ממני"

“As she (Tamar) was taken out, she sent word to her father-in-
law, saying, ‘By the man to whom these belong I am with a child’.  
And she said, ‘Identify, if you please, whose are this signet, this 
wrap, and this staff.”  Yehuda recognized; and he said, ‘She is 
right, it is from me’.”  Yehuda had sentenced Tamar to death.  He 
believed that she had an inappropriate relationship, and her 
punishment was death.  Tamar did not want to embarrass 
Yehuda by revealing that she in fact had done nothing wrong, for 
what she had done was with Yehuda himself, unbeknownst to 
Yehuda.  Sotah 10b – “ נוח לו לאדם שיפיל עצמו לתוך כבשן האש ואל ילבין

מתמר? מנלן. פני חבירו ברבים ” – “It is better for a person that he 
should cast himself into a fiery furnace than that he should 
shame his fellow in public.  From where do we know this?  From 
Tamar.”  There was a court case against Tamar.  Tamar could 
have said that she was pregnant with Yehuda’s child and had 
that been proven, she would have been exonerated.  Tamar had 
three items of Yehuda which would seem to have proved that 
she was in fact correct, and was not guilty of sin.  Nonetheless, 
she did not do so for that would have embarrassed Yehuda.  
Yehuda sentenced her to death by fire.  As she was being led out 
to be burned, she sent three items to Yehuda with the message 
that the one who owns these three articles is the one who is 
responsible.  Yehuda recognized these items as his, and 
proclaimed that she was righteous, for it was from him.  As soon 
as Yehuda confessed, a Bas Kol issued forth and said, “ממני”, from 
Me have these hidden things emanated.  It seems that the Bas 
Kol confirmed that Tamar was innocent, and she was thereby 
exonerated.  Why did Tamar wait until she was being led to 
death to send the items to Yehuda so that he would admit his 
error, and free her?  Additionally, why did the Bas Kol only come 
after the whole story played out?  The following Divrei Torah will 
expound on this topic, and perhaps support the P’shat offered in 
the closing paragraph. 
יהודה שקדש שם שמים בפרהסיא זכה ונקרא כולו על “ – 10b – סוטה 
 Yehuda, who sanctified the name of“ – ”שמו של הקדוש ברוך הוא
Heaven in public merited that he is called by a name entirely 
based on the Name of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.”  (The name יהודה, 
contains all four letters of the Shem Havayah of Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu). 
א"מהרש   – Sotah 10b – “יהודה שקדש שם שמים” – The Torah 
had called Yehuda, “חמיה”, Tamar’s “father-in-law.”  The Torah 
uses the name “Yehuda” to teach us something.  That is why the 
Gemara says that his name is connected to the fact that he made 
a public confession, thereby sanctifying the Name of Hashem.  
Yehuda’s mother, Leah, called him יהודה, as in the word מודה, 
meaning to confess.  The י'  in the front of his name makes it 
future tense.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu caused Leah to name her 
fourth son, Yehuda, for his confession that he would make in the 
future.   
 Leah held the“ – ”לאה תפסה פלך הודיה“ 71:5 – בראשית רבה 
spindle of thankful acknowledgment.”   Yehuda employed the 
same trait as his mother, Leah, as the Posuk says, “ ויכר יהודה ויאמר

ממניצדקה  ”.   
 – ”לאה תפסה פלך הודיה“ Bereishis Rabbah 71:5 – עץ יוסף 
What does the Medrash mean that Leah held the spindle of 
expressing thankfulness?  Just as it is the norm for women to 
hold spindles, so too it was the norm for Leah to express her 
thanks, constantly and continuously.   

 ”לאה תפסה פלך הודיה“ Bereishis Rabbah 71:5 - מתנות כהונה 
– The word “פלך”, here means, “אומנות” -  “craft.”  Leah practiced 
the craft of praising Hashem.    
 The root of all – ”הודאה“ – Chanukah – פחד יצחק 
gratitude is the acknowledgment that another has done 
something for us, that which we could not accomplish on our 
own.  Naturally, one desires to feel self-sufficient.  People do not 
like to admit that they need help.  One who is humble and can 
“admit” that he needs help, can then “thank” that individual.  
The word “הודאה”, means both to admit and to thank, for as we 
see, they are interconnected.  Leah thanked Hakodosh Boruch 
Hu, and this trait carried onto her children, specifically speaking 
here of Yehuda, who admitted what he had done.  It was 
because Leah admitted that she needed help, that she was able 
to be thankful.   
 Bereishis – ”לאיש אשר אלה לו אנכי הרה“ 38:25 – בן איש חי 
Rabbah 71:5 – The trait of Leah, of admitting (thanking), was 
something that was passed on to her future generations, as we 
see by Yehuda, and by Dovid Hamelech.  Tamar had Ruach 
Hakodesh that Yehuda was going to confess his act, to grab hold 
and exhibit the Midah of his mother Leah.  “ אשר אלה לו לאיש ” – 
 meaning that the man who – ”לאה“ is the same letters as ”אלה“
has the trait of Leah, “ י הרהאנכ ” – he will say, “I am the one who is 
the father of this child.” 
נא אלא לשון בקשה ןאי – ”הכר נא“ – 10b – סוטה   – “The word, 
‘please’ in this context is nothing other than a term of appeal.”  
Tamar said to Yehuda, “I beg of you: Recognize the presence of 
your Creator, and do not conceal your eyes from me.” 
 Tamar feared that – ”הכר נא“ Sotah 10b – עיון יעקב 
Yehuda would say that he did not recognize the items that 
Tamar had displayed.  She therefore reminded him that Hashem 
knows what is in a person’s heart.   

  ”.She was taken out“ – ”הוא מוצאת“ 85:11 – בראשית רבה
The word “מוצאת” can also mean found.  Rebbe Yudan said that 
from here we learn that the signet, the wrap, and the staff had 
been lost, and Hakodosh Boruch Hu provided others in their 
place.  Rebbe Huna said that in the phrase “הוא מוצאת”, as she 
was taken out – the Torah uses a ו' , instead of a י'  in the word הוא.  
With a י'  it refers to a woman, and with a ו'  it refers to a man.  
The word is written one way and read another way to teach us 
that both Tamar and Yehuda, male and female, should have 
been taken out to be executed by fire. 

 Tamar was – ”והיא שלחה אל חמיה לאמר“ 38:25 - אברבנאל
saying that it was imperative to find out the other party involved 
here, for both the woman and man are to be put to death.  
Whoever was the owner of the items she had, should be put to 
death as well for he was her partner.   

 The Bais – ”הוא מוצאת“ Bereishis Rabbah 85:11 – עץ יוסף
Din of Yehuda had given a final ruling that both Tamar and the 
man she  had been with, the father of her unborn children, 
should be executed. Not only should Tamar have been executed, 
but Yehuda as well should have been taken out to be executed. 
However, when they asked her who the man was, Tamar would 
not reveal her secret for she did not want to embarrass Yehuda.   

 ,Initially – ”והיא שלחה אל חמיה לאמר“ 38:25 – רבינו בחיי
Tamar sent messengers to Yehuda with the items he had given 
to her.  The messengers did not know what the items were, so 
that Yehuda should not be embarrassed.  When Tamar saw that 
Yehuda was not confessing, she thought that perhaps he had 
forgotten what had occurred previously.  “ותאמר הכר נא למי החתמת” 
– Tamar then went herself to speak to Yehuda face to face, and 
see if he would then confess.   
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משה הדרשן' ר  This was a ring which – ”החתמת“ 38:25 – 
had the Shem Hameforesh engraved on it.  

שלמה אשתרוק' ר  The items – ”הכר נא למי החתמת“ 38:25 – 
that Tamar showed as belonging to the man who she had been 
with, were items of royalty.  Tamar was demonstrating that her 
being together with this man was not a frivolous, improper act, 
rather her desire was to attach herself to greatness in the proper 
manner.  It was not personal desires that she attempted to fulfill.  
She wanted to have children with this man to bear royal fruit.  In 
the end, she was proven innocent, and that her motives were 
indeed proper.   

י"רש   .means a request ”נא“ The word – ”הכר נא“ 38:25 – 
She was requesting that the individual should recognize his 
Creator and three souls should not be lost (killed). 

 Rashi – Tamar said that – ”הכר נא“ Rashi - 38:25 – מזרחי
Yehuda should save three lives by confessing: Tamar, and her 
two unborn children.  Although at this point in time Tamar was 
not aware that she was pregnant with twins, being that it would 
be revealed later that she in fact was pregnant with twins, 
Yehuda actually saved three souls by confessing.   

 Rashi – Tamar said that – ”הכר נא“ 38:25 - רמת שמואל
Yehuda would save three lives by sparing her.  Tamar did not 
know that she was pregnant with twins, and therefore she 
should have thought that there were only two lives at stake 
here: her’s and her unborn child.  Tamar was saying that if 
Yehuda did not confess, she would be killed, along with her 
unborn child in this world, and Yehuda would be killed by Bais 
Din in Shomayim for causing her to be killed.   

 Sotah 10b – ”ויכר יהודה ויאמר צדקה ממני“ 38:26 – דברי ישראל
– A Bas Kol came out after Yehuda had confessed, and confirmed 
that Yehuda was the one.  Why did the Bas Kol wait until this 
point in time, with Tamar’s life hanging in the balance, as 
opposed to saying it immediately after Tamar was sentenced to 
be burnt to death?  The Bas Kol was giving Yehuda a chance to 
confess. All Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants is for one to confess his 
sins, and return to Hashem. It was great Chesed of Hashem that 
the Bas Kol waited so that Yehuda would have the great 
opportunity to confess his actions.   

 After her identifying objects – ”היא מוצאת“ – 10b סוטה
were found, the Malach Samael came and distanced them from 
her, so she would be unable to send it to Yehuda.  The Malach 
Gavriel came and returned them to her.  

י"רש  – Sotah 10b – “סימניה” – Every nation has a 
corresponding Malach in Shomayim that intercedes on its behalf.  
Samael represents the nation of Edom.  Dovid Hamelech, who 
would come from Tamar, was destined to defeat Edom in the 
future.  Samael wanted Tamar to be killed so that Dovid would 
never be born. 

 If one had an item – ”הכר נא למי החתמת“ 38:25 - אהל יעקב
belonging to another and was speaking about the item, one 
would say, של מי החתמת who’s is this.  However, Tamar said, “למי”, 
to who would this go to, meaning that this is not the original 
item that belonged to the owner.  Rather, the original item is lost 
and this is a new item, as a replacement for what was lost.  
Tamar was letting it be known that the original items were lost, 
and Hakodosh Boruch Hu replaced them with what she was 
displaying.  This was a message – not from her – but from 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that the one who was responsible should 
come forward and take responsibility.   

אמרי רבי יוחנן משום רבי “ – Sotah 10b – Kesubos 67b – בניהו
לאדם שיפיל עצמו לתוך כבשן האש ואל ילבין פני חברו  נוח לו: שמעון בן יוחי

מתמר? מנלן. ברבים ” – “Rebbe Yochanon said in the name of Rebbe 

Shimon Ben Yochai that it is better for one to allow himself to be 
thrown into a furnace, than to embarrass another in public.  
From where do we know this? From Tamar.”  Tosfos  - Rabbeinu 
Chananel says that the word “מוצאת” without the א'  is a Loshon 
from Eicha 4:11 “ויצת אש בציון” – “He kindled a fire in Tzion.”  We 
learn from this word that Tamar was prepared to allow herself to 
be burnt, rather than embarrass Yehuda.  The words of Rabbeinu 
Chananel need explanation for why does he learn it out from the 
word מוצאת when the Torah explicitly says, (24) “ ויאמר יהודה הוציאוה
 Yehuda said to take her out to be burnt.”  From the“ – ”ותשרף
words of the Posuk alone we could have explained that Tamar 
did not want to directly embarrass Yehuda, so instead of giving 
clear proof, and identifying him, she sent signs in the hopes that 
he would come forward on his own.  This way, she would not be 
directly responsible for his embarrassment.  Yet, if he would not 
come forward, before they would actually burn her, she would 
clearly identify Yehuda, with all the proof she had.  While she 
was sentenced to be burnt, perhaps she was not actually 
prepared to be burnt, and would have saved herself last minute.  
Rabbeinu Chananel learns from the word מוצאת, that even had 
Yehuda not come forward, she would not have identified him 
and was, in fact, prepared to be burnt so that he will not be 
embarrassed.  

 The – ”קבעו הנר על הפתח“ -  Droshos – חתם סופר
Chachomim were Mesaken that the Chanukah lights should be lit 
outside of one’s home, in the public domain, to greatly publicize 
the miracle which occurred.  Why specifically by Chanukah is this 
so, while by Pesach, Purim etc… it is done inside the house or 
Shul?  By the miracles of Pesach and Esther, it was well known 
throughout the world what had occurred.  These miracles did 
not necessarily demonstrate Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for Klal 
Yisroel, for perhaps He was doing it to show the world that He is 
the One Who controls the world.  The Chanukah miracle of the 
oil burning for eight days was not well known to the world.  In 
fact, most of Klal Yisroel did not witness it firsthand.  Klal Yisroel 
only knew about it from the Kohanim who were allowed to be 
near the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash.  This miracle clearly 
was not to let the world know that Hakodosh Boruch Hu can 
perform miracles, for it was not known to them.  This miracle 
clearly demonstrated Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for Klal Yisroel.  
Therefore, the Chachomim were Mesaken for us to abundantly 
publicize this Mitzvah, so that we should all be aware of 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s love for us.   

Perhaps now we can understand why Tamar waited 
until she was being led to her death to attempt to save herself, 
and why the Bas Kol only came out and exonerated Tamar after 
Yehuda confessed.  Tamar was sentenced to death, and was 
prepared to be killed.  It appears that the proof she had was lost, 
and she had no way to defend herself.  She was prepared to die, 
and Hakodosh Boruch Hu miraculously had the proof appear.  
This miracle was only known to her.  She took these items and 
attempted to save herself with them – but not at the expense of 
another.  Even with the proof, had Yehuda not confessed, she 
was prepared for her end.  We are all tested in this world.  
Hakodosh Boruch Hu, in His great mercy, gives us every chance 
to succeed.  Had the Bas Kol come out before Yehuda’s 
confession, Yehuda would have lost his opportunity to confess, 
and pass his test.  There are times that we are Zoche to receive a 
“kiss” from Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  As we prepare for the great 
Yom Tov of Chanukah, we must always remember that Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu loves us, and waits for us to make ourselves close to 
Him.  May we be Zoche to receive many “kisses” from Hashem.   


