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זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל עבדיך “ 32:13

אשר נשבעת להם בך ותדבר אלהם ארבה 

את זרעכם ככוכבי השמים וכל הארץ הזאת 

 ”אשר אמרתי אתן לזרעכם ונחלו לעלם

“Remember for the sake of Avrohom, Yitzchok, and 

Yisroel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Yourself, 

and You told them, ‘I shall increase your offspring like 

the stars of heaven, and the entire land of which I 

spoke, I shall give to your offspring and it shall be their 

heritage forever.” Moshe is putting forth arguments, 

being Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that Klal Yisroel 

should not be destroyed because of the Chet Ha’eigel.  

How does Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s promise to give Klal 

Yisroel the Land of Eretz Yisroel provide a reason that 

Klal Yisroel should not be destroyed? The following 

Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and support the 

P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

זכר לאברהם ליצחק “ 32:13 – אדרת אליהו  

ולישראל עבדיך אשר נשבעת להם בך ותדבר אלהם ארבה 

 Why did Hakodosh Boruch – ”את זרעכם ככוכבי השמים

Hu need to swear to the Avos Hakdoshim about the 

goodness He would perform with their progeny?  

Certainly Hashem keeps His word, and an oath is not 

necessary.  However, Hakodosh Boruch Hu knew that in 

the future Klal Yisroel would sin, and that would cause 

the Midas Hadin to come prosecute Klal Yisroel saying 

that Klal Yisroel are not worthy of the Havtacha that 

Hashem gave due to their sins.  Therefore, Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made a Shevuah, and certainly Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu would never make a Shevuah without cause 

– and it must be kept.  By Hakodosh Boruch Hu making 

a Shevuah, it ensured that even if Klal Yisroel sin, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would still keep His Havtacha to 

their forefathers.  Moshe’s first argument is that by the 

fact Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Shevuah, it must have 

been done for Klal Yisroel after they will sin, for if they 

were all Tzaddikim, there would have been no reason to 

make a Shevuah.  The second argument of Moshe was 

regarding the stars.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that Klal 

Yisroel would be as numerous as the stars.  Stars 

represent Tzaddikim, as opposed to having said that 

they would be as numerous as the sand, which would 

not have implied Tzaddikim.  Although at that time, Klal 

Yisroel fell into the trap of the Yetzer Hara and were not 

Tzaddikim, Hakodosh Boruch Hu guaranteed Avrohom 

Avinu that his progeny would be Tzaddikim – as many as 

the stars.  Yechezkel 36:25,26,27 “ וזרקתי עליכם מים

טהורים וטהרתם מכל טומאותיכם ומכל גילוליכם אטהר 

, ונתתי לכם לב חדש ורוח חדשה אתן בקרבכם. אתכם

ואת . והסירותי את לב האבן מבשרכם ונתתי לכם לב בשר

שר בחוקי תלכו ומשפטי ארוחי אתן בקרבכם ועשיתי את 

.תשמרו ועשיתם ” – “Then I will sprinkle pure water upon 

you, that you may become cleansed: I will cleanse you 

from all of your contamination and from all your idols. I 

will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within 

you: I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My spirit within 

you, and I will make it so that you will follow My 

decrees and guard My ordinances, and fulfill them.”  

Therefore, Moshe said that Hakodosh Boruch Hu should 

not destroy Klal Yisroel, for then He would not be able 

to purify them and make them all Tzaddikim in the 

future.   

זכר לאברהם ליצחק “ 32:13 – תורה תמימה 

 Shabbos 55a – The Zechus of the – ”ולישראל עבדיך

Avos Hakdoshim ended.  If so, why did Moshe request 

Klal Yisroel be saved in the Zechus Avos?  Tosfos 

answers that the Zechus ended for the Resha’im, but for 

the Tzaddikim it is still a Zechus.  However, according to 

Tosfos, it seems to difficult to say that Klal Yisroel were 

Tzaddikim at that time, when they had just sinned with 

the Eigel.  Perhaps we can explain why Moshe invoked 

the Zechus Avos here based upon what is written in 

Sotah 10b.  A father’s Zechus does not help his son.  

When does this apply?  Only when there is no Tefilah.  

However if one is Mispalel, then the Zechus does help.  

According to this, we can explain that Moshe was 

Mispalel to Hakodosh Boruch Hu that in the Zechus 

Avos, Klal Yisroel should be saved.  This also explains 

why in Davening we invoke the Zechus Avos, for even 

according to the Shita that the Zechus Avos ended, all 

agree that in Tefilah it is a Zechus which can help.   

זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 – באר משה 

 Rashi in Brochos 32a says – ”עבדיך אשר נשבעת להם בך

that the Shevuah in this Posuk is referring to the one at 

the Akeidas Yitzchok.  Why does Rashi only mention 

that Shevuah, and not the ones of Yitzchok and Yaakov?  

At the Akeidas Yitzchok, Avrohom Avinu demonstrated 

that he was ready to give it all up for the sake of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, even his most beloved son.  As a 

general rule, a father has Rachmanus on his son.  When 

it came time for Avrohom to take his son and Shecht 
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him, not only did he not have any qualms about it, but 

he went joyfully for he was going to serve Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu.  In addition to the oaths that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made with Yitzchok and Yaakov, there was 

something unique about the Shevuah of Avrohom.  

Although according to the letter of the law, Klal Yisroel 

should have been destroyed, but the Shevuah that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made to Avrohom at the Akeidas 

Yitzchok was Me’orer Rachamim for them, that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu should have Rachamim upon Klal 

Yisroel as a father has for his son.   

שמשון רפאל הירש' ר  זכר לאברהם “ 32:13 - 

 Moshe – ”ליצחק ולישראל עבדיך אשר נשבעת להם בך

mentioned the Avos and the Shevuah that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu made to them that they would be an 

everlasting great nation.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu said that 

He would make a great nation out of Moshe – and 

Moshe was a descendent of the Avos.  Therefore, if Klal 

Yisroel, aside for Moshe, were to be destroyed, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu’s Shevuah would still be intact 

through Moshe.  Moshe first mentioned Avrohom, 

Yitzchok, and Yaakov, the noble root from which this 

now “stiff necked” people appeared.  This root was 

possessed of moral qualities so potent with nobility 

which was entrenched in all of the Avos.  Although it 

may not be readily seen, it certainly did not completely 

disappear without leaving a trace of that nobility, in Klal 

Yisroel.  Over the course of time, this nobility will 

reappear and produce a generation that will come close 

to the level of the Avos.  When Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

swore to the Avos, He knew that the nobility of Klal 

Yisroel would always be there somewhere, and they 

would not completely lose the capacity to become 

worthy of the Shevuah.  Otherwise, Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu would not have made the Shevuah that their 

descendents would have an eternal claim to the Land of 

Eretz Yisroel.  What would happen if their descendants 

became complete degenerates, and not even one man 

like Moshe could be found?  The Shevuah must have 

been given that it would never happen and there would 

always be prominent people, and Klal Yisroel would 

never become so degenerate that Hashem’s guidance 

would be unable to correct their behavior.  Moshe was 

trying to save Klal Yisroel by advancing the argument 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu knew that Klal Yisroel would 

have that capacity to return to the nobility of the Avos, 

and that is why He made a Shevuah to them.  

Therefore, do not destroy them for they will do Teshuva 

and return to their noble roots.   

זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 – אברבנאל 

 Why mention the Zechus Avos when it would – ”עבדיך

seem that it should not work.  The Zechuyos should only 

work as long as Klal Yisroel follow in the ways of their 

forefathers.  However, if they do not, then the Zechuyos 

would not be of assistance.  In truth, Moshe was trying 

to make a point by stating the Avos.  The Avos were 

three great Tzaddikim, and Moshe was but one, and the 

Zechus of the many is certainly greater than one. 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu made a Shevuah to them and not 

to Moshe.  If with everything Klal Yisroel had going for 

them, the Zechus of the three Avos (which is compared 

to a chair with three legs) and the Shevuah, and it still 

was not enough and they were going to be destroyed, 

then certainly if Hakodosh Boruch Hu would make 

Moshe into a great nation, he being only one, his 

progeny would not survive.  

בינו בחייר  זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 - 

 ,If Moshe Rabbeinu, the master of all Nevi’im – ”עבדיך

needed to mention the Zechus Avos in his Tefilah, then 

certainly we must mention the Zechus Avos in our 

Tefilos.  We must have Kavanah that we are being 

Mispalel in the Zechus Avos, for that is the desire of 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

ץ"יוסף יעב' ר  זכר לאברהם ליצחק “ 32:13 - 

 Moshe was telling Hakodosh Boruch – ”ולישראל עבדיך

Hu that He promised the Avos that their progeny would 

be many.  Certainly Hakodosh Boruch Hu would have 

only done so if amongst them there would be Tzaddikim 

and good people.  Therefore, Moshe was requesting 

that Hakodosh Boruch Hu overlook the iniquity of Klal 

Yisroel at that time, for there would be great Tzaddikim 

in the future, who would certainly be worthy of being 

alive.  

י"רש  זכר לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל “ 32:13 – 

 If Klal Yisroel transgressed the Aseres – ”עבדיך

Hadibros, their forefather Avrohom was tested with ten 

trials and has not yet received reward for passing them.  

Give it to him, and let the ten cancel out the ten.  If Klal 

Yisroel are doomed to burning, remember that 

Avrohom gave himself over to be burned for Your sake 

in Ur Kasdim.  If they are doomed to killing by the 

sword, remember Yitzchok who stretched out his neck 



L'zecher Nishmas R’ Yehuda Ben R’ Chaim,  R’ Nissan Ben R’ Shmuel, Mala Frimet Bas R’ Yeshaya Menachem / Zechus for a Shidduch for Freidel Shaindel Bas Mindel Miriam                                       ד"בס  

For questions, comments, to purchase the Sefer “Parshah Pshetl”, or to receive a free weekly Dvar Torah on the Parsha- Please email: ParshaPshetel@gmail.com  Thank you, Y. Schechter 

to be slaughtered by the Akeidah.  If they are doomed 

to exile, remember Yaakov who went into exile in 

Charan.  If none of this will help, and Klal Yisroel cannot 

be saved in the Zechus Avos, then why tell me that I will 

be made into a great nation?  If a chair with three legs 

cannot stand before You at the time of Your anger, how 

much more so a chair with one leg will not be able to 

stand.  

זכר “ 32:13  - מושב זקנים מבעלי תוספות 

 If Klal Yisroel made a – ”לאברהם ליצחק ולישראל עבדיך

god of gold, remember that Avrohom broke and burned 

the Avodah Zarah of his father.  If they brought an 

offering to the Avodah Zarah, remember that Yitzchok 

was prepared to be an offering to Hashem.  If they 

bowed down to the Avodah Zarah, remember that 

Yaakov buried the Avodah Zarah.  If they said, “This is 

my god” – remember that they said, “ ' שמע ישראל ד

אחד' אלקינו ד .”  Immediately Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

accepted Moshe’s arguments and decided that He 

would not destroy Klal Yisroel.  In this Posuk it says that 

the Avos were the servants of Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

after mentioning their names, while in 9:27 it says, “ זכור

...לעבדיך לאברהם ” – servant is mentioned before the 

names.  The Torah switches off to teach us that they 

were servants of Hakodosh Boruch Hu from beginning 

till the end.   

 is ”לעלם“ – ”ונחלו לעלם“ 32:13 – ילקוט תימני 

written Chaseir, without the ו'  to teach us that we are 

speaking about a world that is currently hidden from us 

– Olam Habah.  Klal Yisroel will be Zoche to inherit Olam 

Habah.   

 – Haftorah Parshas Parah – ברכת חיים 

Yechezkel 36:17 “ בן אדם בית ישראל ישבים על אדמתם

ותה בדרכם ובעלילותם כטמאת הנדה היתה ויטמאו א

 Son of man, the House of Yisroel dwell“  - ”דרכם לפני

on their Land, and they have contaminated it with their 

way and with their acts – their way has become like the 

contamination of a woman who is a Nidah.”  The Yalkut 

Shimoni explains why the Posuk says that the Tumah 

that they caused was a Tumah of a Nidah, as opposed 

to saying the Tumah of a Meis, a corpse.  If there is a 

Meis in a house, a Kohen Gadol is not allowed to enter 

the house.  However, if there is a Nidah in the house, 

not only is he allowed to enter the house, but he can 

even sit on the same bench as her as long as it does not 

swing.  Had Klal Yisroel’s Tumah been compared to 

Tumas Meis, that would mean that the Shechina could 

not return to reside with them, for the Shechina would 

not enter a place of Tumah.  However, the Tumah of 

Klal Yisroel is compared to Tumas Nidah, and there the 

Shechina can reside despite their Tumah.  Yerushalmi 

Makkos 2:6 – Hakodosh Boruch Hu was asked what 

should be done to a sinner. He answered that he should 

do Teshuva and he will receive an atonement for his 

sins.  Tumas Meis never leaves, yet Tumah Nidah does 

leave – after some time and Tevilah, she becomes 

Tahor.  So too with Klal Yisroel, when they sully 

themselves with sin, Hakodosh Boruch Hu can still 

reside with them – they can do Teshuva, receive 

atonement, and become Tahor.   

וכל הארץ הזאת אשר “ 32:13 – זרע שמשון 

 In the first part of the – ”אמרתי אתן לזרעכם ונחלו לעלם

Posuk, Moshe is telling Hakodosh Boruch Hu to 

remember His oath to the Avos, and therefore, He 

should not destroy Klal Yisroel for the Chet Ha’eigel.  

The second part of the Posuk, which states that 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu will give the Land of Eretz Yisroel 

to Klal Yisroel forever, how is that an argument that Klal 

Yisroel should not be destroyed?  Kiddushin 60a – If one 

says to a woman, “ הרי את מקודשת לי על מנת שאתן לך

 Behold you are betrothed to me, on the“ – ”מאתים זוז

condition that I will give you two hundred Zuz.”  Rav 

Huna says that the Kiddushin takes effect, and he has to 

give her the money.  Rav Yehudah says that the 

Kiddushin will take effect when he gives her the money. 

The difference would be if before she received the 

money from this man, she accepts Kiddushin from 

another man.  According to Rav Huna, the Kiddushin 

from the first man took effect immediately, and 

therefore the Kiddushin from the second man is 

nothing. (A woman cannot be Mekudeshes to more 

than one man).  According to Rav Yehudah, being that 

the first man did not yet give her the money, the 

Kiddushin from the first man did not take effect, and 

therefore the Kiddushin from the second man would 

take effect.  Moshe Rabbeinu was saying that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu was Mekadesh Klal Yisroel by giving them 

the Torah, on the condition that He would give them 

the Land of Eretz Yisroel.  According to Rav Yehudah, 

being that Hakodosh Boruch Hu had not yet given Klal 

Yisroel the Land, the Kiddushin did not take effect yet, 

and therefore Hakodosh Boruch Hu should not be upset 
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at Klal Yisroel for they are of the opinion of Rav 

Yehudah, that they were not yet Mekudeshes when 

they sinned with the Eigel.  However, there is a problem 

with this, for if their serving the Eigel was like they 

accepted Kiddushin from someone else, the Halacha is 

that once they accepted it, even if the first One, 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu, gives them the Land as per the 

condition, the Kiddushin does not take effect.  Rather, 

the Kiddushin with the Eigel remains.  We can answer 

that in this case, Klal Yisroel accepted the Kiddushin 

from the Eigel in error, for they thought that Moshe 

died.  Therefore, once Moshe came back, it nullified 

their second Kiddushin, and the first one would take 

effect as soon as they received the Land of Eretz Yisroel.   

שוב מחרון אפך והנחם על “ 32:12 – בן איש חי 

 Return from your flaring anger and“ – ”הרעה לעמך

reconsider regarding the evil against Your people.”  It 

says in the Zohar 3:114a – There is a wicked male 

(Malach) called רע, and there is a wicked female 

(Malach) called רעה.  Vayikra 26:6 “ והשבתי חיה רעה מן

 And I will cause wild beasts to withdraw from“ – ”הארץ

the land.”  The Posuk is telling us that if Klal Yisroel will 

follow the Rotzon Hashem, then He will nullify the 

power of “רעה”, however if Klal Yisroel, Chas V’sholom 

does not follow Rotzon Hashem, then רעה will rule over 

them.  Yechezkel 34:14 “במרעה טוב ארעה אותם” – “I 

will shepherd them upon a good pasture” – The Posuk is 

telling us that through the Zechus of the Torah which 

was given in מ'  forty days – which (the Torah) is called 

 If you  .טוב into רעה will rule and change the טוב ,טוב

add a מ' , representing the forty days that the Torah was 

given, to the beginning of רעה, you have במרעה “  .מרעה

'מ With the – ”טוב  – Torah, which is called טוב, one will 

be able to turn the רעה into והנח“ – ”והנחם“  .טוב” – 

“ 'מ ” – One can turn away the anger of Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu by “הנח” – placing the, “ 'מ ” (which represents 

Torah) in the beginning of the רעה, and turn it into טוב.  

 ,A Nachalah – ”ונחלו לעלם“ 32:13 – העמק דבר 

an inheritance, has the connotation that it follows the 

rules of inheritance without any interruption.  Even 

when Klal Yisroel are exiled from the Land, it is still 

theirs – it is still their inheritance.  However, if 

Hakodosh Boruch Hu would have destroyed Klal Yisroel 

except for Moshe, it would mean that the division of 

the Land amongst the twelve Shevatim would have 

been moot – for it would all go to Moshe.  This is 

considered an interruption in the normal way that 

inheritance goes, for the Shevatim should retain their 

inheritance.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu gave Yaakov Avinu a 

Havtacha that his children would inherit the Land, and 

therefore Moshe was saying that Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

should not destroy them for then the Havtacha that 

Yaakov’s progeny would inherit the Land for eternity 

would not happen.   

 – ”לעלם“ – ”ונחלו לעלם“ 32:13 - תפארת יהונתן 

This refers to Torah.  Torah is called “עולם” – “world” – 

for it is Torah which keeps the world going.  It is through 

Eretz Yisroel that Klal Yisroel are Zoche to the Torah.  If 

so, it is only through Eretz Yisroel that Klal Yisroel can 

truly be Zoche to the Torah Hakdosha, for it is the Land 

which creates purity and a proper place for the Torah.  

Moshe was telling Hakodosh Boruch Hu that He should 

not be angry with Klal Yisroel for the Chet Ha’eigel, for 

they had not yet received the Torah in its completion – 

they had not yet gotten the Land of Eretz Yisroel, and it 

is only after they had the Land that their acceptance of 

the Torah was able to be complete.   

 Perhaps now we can understand why Moshe 

mentioned the Land of Eretz Yisroel when trying to save 

Klal Yisroel from destruction.  The Avos Hakdoshim 

were given a Havtacha that the Land of Eretz Yisroel 

would remain with Klal Yisroel for eternity.  The Land of 

Eretz Yisroel is directly connected to the Torah 

Hakdosha – through the Land of Eretz Yisroel, Klal 

Yisroel can have a true connection to the Torah 

Hakdosha. It is the Zechus of our doing Teshuva and 

returning to Hashem and His Torah, that we were Zoche 

not to be destroyed. Oh, how we must treasure this 

most precious gift of Eretz Yisroel, which gives us the 

Zechus of the Torah, which in turn gives us our 

connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  Even Chas 

V’sholom when Klal Yisroel sins, their status is in a state 

of Tumas Nidah – where one may reside in her presence 

– and so too the Shechina remains.  We always have 

that connection to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and when we 

sin, we must do Teshuva, as Hakodosh Boruch Hu 

awaits our Teshuva, awaits for us to purify ourselves – 

which is signified by the Parah Adumah.  May we be 

Zoche to once again have the Bais Hamikdash in the 

holy Land of Eretz Yisroel, and bring a Parah Adumah to 

purify ourselves, במהרה בימינו אמן! 


