
Parshas Shemos – כי ירא מהביט 

No Better Time Than Now 

Moshe Rabbeinu may have been the עניו מכל האדם, the paragon of humility, but he was no 

pushover. Moshe was nothing, if not bold and decisive. His sheltered station as a ward of Egypt’s 

royal family, didn’t deter Moshe from reaching out to his suffering brethren. He went running 

towards the trouble, not away from it, when he saw the Mitzri beating a helpless Yid. He took out 

that Mitzri, casting aside fear of any consequence. There was no hesitation to defend and take 

action for Yisro’s daughters, to boldly speak on behalf of Klall Yisroel before Pharaoh, or to 

wrangle with the מלאכים in Shomayim for the rights to the Torah HaKedoshah.  

That boldness served to propel Moshe to investigate the appearance of the burning  מדוע  –סנה

 Moshe, intent on recovering the runaway lamb, could have chosen to pass it off as  .יבער הסנה

some sort of queer brush fire. Chazal teach us that the Ribono shel Olam specifically rewarded 

Moshe, for each step he took to get closer to the ethereal sight of a fire that burns without 

consuming: noticing the unusual spectacle - הנה הסנהוירא ו , making the decision to check it out – 

 However, as the .כי סר לראות – making the move to approach the burning bush ,ויאמר אסורה ואראה

immense realization that he was in the presence of the שכינה הקדושה set in, Moshe hid his face, 

 It was at this point, that Moshe’s humility would not allow him to accept such a .כי ירא מהביט

measure of closeness to Hashem and such a degree of prominence and attainment. 

The Gemara in Brochos reminds us of another occasion when Moshe was called to approach the 

presence of the Shechina. In Parshas Ki Sisa, Moshe entreated the Eibishter to restore his 

closeness to Kllal Yisroel, after the tragic חטא העגל. Moshe’s valiant efforts on behalf of the Yidden 

were rewarded with the revelation of the ג מדות של רחמים"י . Moshe pressed his luck and attempted 

to achieve the highest level of divine awareness – הראני את כבודיך, allow me to gaze at Your glory. 

Hashem turned him down. The Gemara states that Moshe’s humility by the סנה, in hiding his face 

as if unworthy of gazing at the Shechina, came with a price. When he finally wanted to reach that 

plateau, he was denied. עכשיו שרצית לא רציתי, כשרציתי לא רצית . Hashem responded to Moshe, 

when I wanted, you didn’t want. Now that you want, I do not want. 

The Medrash there relates, that had Moshe cashed in on the opportunity of the סנה, to gaze at 

the Shechina, the Eibishter would have revealed to him the deepest secrets of the universe –  מה

 Apparently it was a one-time offer, never to be repeated. As much .למעלה ומה למטה ומה עתיד להיות

as Moshe achieved during his life, and as far and as deep and as high as he went, the revelations 

that he could have attained at the burning bush, remained out of his grasp. 

HaGaon R’ Shmuel Rozovsky zt”l observed, that when we are presented with the opportunity to 

Shteig and reach greater levels, we must regard that as a one-time chance that will not present 

itself again. It may be the one, single opportunity that may take you to where you may never be 

allowed to go again. Even though Moshe’s hesitation was born out of his beautiful humbleness, 

the fact remains that once the moment passed, it was lost forever. That is just the way it works. 

You may have an excellent reason for not sinking in your time and כוחות into an opportunity for 

growth. However, you must consider that sometimes, it is this moment of inspiration or the one-

time commitment to a course of study, this month’s effort to focus on certain Teffilos, or this effort 



to fulfill a Mitzvoh or do Chesed on a deeper level, which may open up a gate of Kedushah or 

Siyata Dishmaya that you will not find behind Door #3. Take it. Don’t leave it. 

A Talmid of the Chofetz Chaim’s Yeshiva in Radin, emboldened by the Purim spirit, pushed his 

way over to the saintly Chofetz Chaim, at the Purim Seudah. He begged the Heiligeh Tzadik for 

his guarantee that he would merit a place next to the Chofetz Chaim in Olam Haba. They tried to 

pull him away, but R’ Yisroel Meir held up his hand to leave him be. He answered the besotted 

Bachur – if you really want to be עמי במחיצתי, be מקבל now that you will avoid speaking any Loshon 

Hara from now on. Then, you will truly be worthy to have such a חלק לעולם הבא. The fellow 

immediately sobered up and replied that he couldn’t make such a commitment. How could he 

manage to be so careful? The Chofetz Chaim was incensed. What? The door to Gan Eden was 

just opened for him and he is passing up on it? Take him away from me. I can’t bear to look at 

him. 

“Chap Arein!” and go where you may have never dreamed you could go before. Have a wonderful 

Shabbos, yk 

Dedicated To The Memory of F39, our Dear Chaver, R' Sruly Miller, Yisroel Mordechai A”H Ben 
R’ Eliezer HaKohein,shlit”a, who was always ready to grab every opportunity to reach further and 
go higher, devoting all his Kochos to Shteig and reach his full potential. Yartzeit this Shabbos, 23 
Teves. Yehi Zichro Baruch. 
 
L’Ravcha D’Milsa Parshas Shemos 

Tuesday, Parshas Shemos-19 Teves 

R’ Aryeh Leib Heller, author of the monumental works – Ketzos HaChoshen, Avnei Miluim and 

Shev Shamatsa (1813). 

Avraham Shmuel Binyamin Sofer, the Kesav Sofer (1815-1872). Oldest son of the Chasam 

Sofer and grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger via his mother, Rebetzen Sorel. 

After his father’s death in 1839, the Ksav Sofer succeeded him as Rav and 

Rosh Yeshiva in Pressburg, at the unusually young age of 24. Before his 

Petirah, the Chasam blessed his son on his deathbed with a Bracha that 

contained evry verse of Bracha in Tanach! He served Pressburg for 33 

years, the exact number of years his father had served before him.  

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Parshas Shemos -20 Teves 

Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maimon, the Rambam (1135-1204). Born at Cordova, Spain, the 

Rambam received his rabbinical instruction at the hands of his father, Maimon. Moshe was only 

thirteen years old when Cordova fell into the hands of the fanatical Almohades, and Rav Maimon 

and the other Jews were compelled to choose between Islam and exile. Rav Maimon and his 

family chose the latter course, and for twelve years led a nomadic life, wandering throughout 

Spain. In 1160 they settled at Fez, Morocco. In 1165 they went to Acre, to Jerusalem, and then 

to Fostat (Cairo), where they settled. After the death of Maimon, Moses' brother Dovid supported 



the family by trading in precious stones. Dovid perished at sea, and with him was lost not only his 

own fortune, but large sums that had been entrusted to him by other traders. These events 

affected Maimonides' health, and he went through a long sickness. After several years of practice, 

the Rambam’s authority in medical matters was firmly established, and he was appointed private 

physician to Saladin's vizier, who recommended him to the royal family. Between the years 1158 

and 1190 Maimonides produced a commentary on the Mishnah, the Mishneh Torah, and the 

philosophical work "Moreh Nevuchim.”  

Rav Yaakov Abuchatzera “Ribi Yaakov” (1880), grandson of the founder of the Abuchatzera 

family, Rav Shmuel (Elbaz), and son of Rav 

Masoud, who was Rav of Tafelaletch (Tafilalt), 

Morocco. He took his father’s position upon the 

latter’s petira and built the yeshiva there, which 

produced thousands of students. He wrote many 

sefarim on all aspects of Torah, including Abir 

Yaakov. His grandson is Rav Yisrael, the Baba Sali, 

and his great-grandson is Rav Meir Abuchatzeira. In 

1880, he attempted to move to Eretz Yisrael, but 

was nifter in Damanhur, Egypt, where he is buried. His Kever is revered even by non-Jews as a 

miraculous place where Tefillos are answered. 

Thursday, Parshas Shemos -21 Teves 

Birthdate and yahrtzeit of Shimon ben Yaakov Avinu (1567 BCE) 

Rav Yisrael Dov of Vilednik, the She’eiris Yisrael (1789-1849 [or 1850]). Also known as the 

Maggid of Vilednik, he was a disciple of Rav Mordechai Twersky (1770-1837), the Chernobler 

Rebbe. During his lifetime, thousands journeyed to the She’eris Yisrael for blessing, inspiration, 

and consultation. Before he passed away, he told his disciples that whoever would reach out and 

touch his door seeking help would be aided. Today, his burial site has become a must-see stop 

to travelers to Russia. Even thousands of non-Jews come to pray at his gravesite in their times of 

need. The She’eiris Yisrael’s reputation continues to endure amongst generations of Gentiles in 

the area, and many Jews from around the world travel to his kever on his yahrtzeit.  

R’ Sholom, Shotzer Rebbe of London (1958) 

Many follow his promise in his will that anyone needing any Refuah 

V’Yeshua should go to his Kever in London, light a candle while 

proclaiming that he is lighting as a merit for the Neshomo that will go and 

inform the Rebbe that he is being sought. Then light two candles for the 

Rebbe’s Neshomo and daven for the needed Yeshuah. The rebbe 

assured a Yeshuah if the the petitioner or the subject or anyone else will 

promise “without trying to fool me” to improve one thing in his life.  

 

 

 



Rav Matzliach Mazuz, the Ish Matzliach (1912-1971), born on the island city of Djerba. After his 

marriage in 1930, Rav Matzliach moved to Tunis, where he served as a 

mashgiach ruchani in the Chevras HaTalmud yeshivah for 13 years. He 

was later appointed to the position of dayan in the beis din of Tunis. 600 

couples came to him for divorces between the years 1955-1958, and he 

managed to make shalom bayis between 75% of them. He founded the 

Kisei Rachamim yeshivah in Tunis, named after his mentor, Rav 

Rachamim Chai Chavitah. Years later, his sons reestablished this 

yeshivah in Bnei Brak. In 1971, while Rav Matzliach was returning from a pre-dawn minyan, clad 

in tallis and tefillin, a number of Arabs attacked and killed him. Among Rav Matzliach's writings 

are: Shu"t Ish Matzliach, on the four parts of Shulchan Aruch, three of which have appeared until 

now; Kuntress HaMaarachot, which discusses the rules of issuing halachic decisions; Matzliach 

Yeshuah, a collection of chiddushim on the Shas; and Magen u'Tzinah, answers to questions on 

the Maharsha. The rest of his writings are still in manuscript form. Rav Matzliach is survived by 

his sons: Rav Mayer, rosh yeshivah of Kisei Rachamim in Bnei Brak and the leader of the Tunisian 

community in Eretz Yisrael; Rav Yosef Tzemach, the director and mashgiach ruchani of the 

yeshivah; and Rav Rachamim, also a mashgiach ruchani.  

Sunday, Parshas Vaeira-24 Teves 

Rav Shneur Zalman of Liadi (1745-1813), Baal Hatanya. Became a  

talmid of the Magid of Mezritch at the age of 30, studying with him for 12 

years, and becoming the leader of Chasidus in Lithuania following the 

Magid’s petira in 1772. Following his incarceration in St. Petersburg, he 

moved to Liadi. In addition to Tanya, he also authored the Shulchan Aruch 

HaRav. 

 

 

Rav Mordechai Gifter, Rosh Yeshiva Telz Cleveland(1915-2001). Born in Richmond, Virginia, 

he moved to Baltimore with his family, when his father noted the 

difficulty in teaching his son in a city not noted for its strong Torah 

resources. As a youth, he studied in the Rav Yitzchak Elchonon 

Yeshiva of New York City under his rav, Rav Moshe Halevi 

Soloveitchik. HaRav Gifter studied together with Rav Nosson 

Wachtfogel, zt"l, former mashgiach of Lakewood and Rav Avigdor 

Miller of Flatbush in the Rav Yitzchak Elchonon Yeshiva. On the 

advice o his uncle, Rav Yehuda Leib Zer, one of the directors of the 

Rav Yitzchak Elchonon Yeshiva, Rav Gifter went to study in the Telz 

yeshiva of Lithuania in the winter of 1932. He became very close to 

the rosh yeshiva, Rav Avraham Yitzchak Bloch. In the summer of 

1939, Rav Gifter became engaged to the daughter of Rav Zalman Bloch. The wedding date was 

set for a year later. The couple married in the United States. With the expansion of the Ner Yisrael 

yeshiva in Baltimore by Rav Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman, Rav Gifter was asked to deliver 

chaburos to the students. In 1943, Rav Gifter became rav of the chareidi community in 



Connecticut, and one year later, his uncles, Rav Eliyahu Meir Bloch and Rav Chaim Mordechai 

Katz founded the Telz yeshiva in Cleveland. They asked him to join them as ram and mashgiach. 

He moved to Eretz Yisrael in 1976, founding the Telz yeshiva in Kiryat Telz-Stone near 

Yerushalayim. However, three years later, the rosh yeshiva of Telz in Cleveland, Rav Baruch 

Sorotzkin, was niftar, and Rav Gifter returned to Cleveland to succeed him. And there he remained 

until his own petira.  

Tuesday, Parshas Vaeira -26 Teves 

Rabbi Shlomo Brevda, zt”l, (1931-2013) Rabbi Brevda authored numerous Seforim and 

traveled to many parts of the world delivering mussar and words 

of encouragement to people of all ages. He was well known for 

his research of the Vilna Gaon, publishing many of his writings. 

Rav Brevda was born in Crown Heights, Brooklyn in 1931. His 

father, Rabbi Moshe Yitzchak Brevda, had brought his family to 

the United States from Baranovich, Poland shortly before 

Shlomo’s birth. Growing up as an average American boy, he 

attended Yeshiva University’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 

Theological Seminary (RIETS) with plans to pursue a college education. However, he was 

advised by RIETS’s Rabbi Yeruchim Gorelik to pursue his learning elsewhere; thus, he joined the 

Mir Yeshiva that came to New York following its miraculous escape from the Holocaust. At Mir, 

Rav Brevda became a disciple of Rabbi Chatzkel Levenstein, the yeshiva’s mashgiach. Rabbi 

Brevda was a student of some of the greatest leaders of his generation. After learning in Mir, he 

attended Beth Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, N. J. under the tutelage of Rabbi Aharon Kotler. In 

the 1950s, in Eretz Yisrael, he became a ben bayis by the Brisker Rav, Rabbi Yitzchok Zev 

Soloveitchik. In fact, the Brisker Rav founded his illustrious yeshiva upon learning that Rabbi 

Brevda did not have a place to learn. Additionally, Rav Brevda often traveled to Bnei Brak to visit 

the Chazon Ish, who expressed bafflement that an American young man born and raised in the 

lap of luxury would travel to Eretz Yisrael to study Torah. Toward the end of his life, he traveled 

to many different yeshivos and kollelim and was considered by many as their personal mashgiach. 

His inspiration to others was credited for making many ba’alei teshuvah. 

Wednesday, Parshas Vaeira -27 Teves 

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch, Frankfurt am Main, Germany (1808-1888). His father, Rav 

Raphael Aryeh (1777-1857), who changed the family name to Hirsch, 

was the son of Rav Menachem Mendel Frankfurter of Altuna (1742-

1823). Rav Menachem Mendel was a talmid of Rav Yonasan Eibeshitz 

and was the Rav of three communities of Altuna, Hamburg, and 

Wandsbeck (“AHU”). At the age of 18, Rav Shamshon Raphael went 

to Mannheim to learn at the yeshiva of Rav Yaakov Ettlinger, author 

of Aruch La’ner. Rav Hirsch received smicha from Rav Ettlinger after 

learning there for a year. Thereafter, he attended the University of 

Bonn. That education would serve him well later in life as he combated 

the forces of Reform with eloquence. When he was 21, he was 

appointed Chief Rabbi of the Grand Duchy of Oldenburg. There, he 

married Chana Judel. He also authored Iggros Hatzafon (The 19th Letters), under the pen name 



Ben Uziel. One year later, he published Chorev. In 1847, he became Chief Rabbi of Moravia, a 

region of 50,000 Jews in 52 communities, and which is now the Czech Republic. In 1851, he 

became the Rav of Frankfurt am Main, which he transformed into a Torah bastion. His best known 

works are the classic six-volume Commentary on Chumash.  

Rav Pinchas Hirschprung, Chief Rabbi of Montreal (1915-1998). 

At the age 15, he published a Torah journal, Ohel Torah, along with 

his friend, Rav Yeshaya Yosef Margolin, in Galicia. He then joined 

Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, learning under Rav Meir Shapiro. At the 

outbreak of War World II, Rav Pinchas fled to Vilna, which was still 

neutral territory. In 1942, he acquired a visa to travel to Canada with 

a group of students from Mir and Lubavitch. When he arrived in 

Montreal, he was offered the position of Rav Kehillas Adas Yisrael. 

When Yeshiva Merkaz Hatorah was established, Rav Pinchas was 

made its Rosh Yeshiva. Eventually, he was Rav Ha’Ir of Montreal.  

Thursday, Parshas Vaeira -28 Teves 

Yom Kippur Katan Mukdam 

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum, Rosh Yeshiva of Mir in Brooklyn (1921-2008). Born in the small 

Polish-Lithuanian town of Kinishen, Reb Shmuel began his formal 

learning at Yeshiva Ohel Torah of Baranovitch in 1935 under the 

leadership of Rav Elchonon Wasserma. During his years in the Mirrer 

Yeshiva, he became very close with the famed Mashgiach of the Mir, 

Rav Yechezkel Levenstein. Rav Shmuel escaped from Europe together 

with the Mirrer Yeshiva and spent six years with the yeshiva in exile in 

Shanghai. He arrived in the United States with the yeshiva led by the 

mashgiach, Rav Chatzkel, in 1947, and continued to learn in the 

yeshiva. In the early 1950s, Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz zt”l, who had 

sustained and saved the yeshiva in Shanghai and rebuilt it in America , took Rav Shmuel as a 

son-in-law. After his marriage, Rav Shmuel joined the kollel of the Mirrer Yeshiva. In 1964, with 

the passing of Rav Kalmanowitz, Rav Shraga Moshe Kalmanowitz, oldest son of Rav Avrohom, 

together with Rav Shmuel, became roshei yeshiva of the Mirrer Yeshiva.  
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