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ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת לפניו “ 46:28

 ”גשנה, ויבאו ארצה גשן

“He (Yaakov Avinu) sent Yehudah ahead of him to 

Yosef, to prepare ahead of him in Goshen, and they arrived in the land of 

Goshen.”  Why was Yehudah sent ahead of everyone else to Goshen 

when the family of Yaakov was about to go down to Mitzrayim?  Rashi 

explains that Yehudah was to clear a place for Yaakov’s family and 

instruct them how they would settle.  Rashi quotes a second P’shat from 

a Medrash Agadah which explains that the word, “ הורותל ” in the Posuk 

means that Yehudah was to establish a house of Torah study there, from 

where “הוראה” – instruction shall go forth.  Why was Yehudah chosen 

over all of the Shevatim to be the one to go down to Mitzrayim?  

According to the second P’shat in Rashi, that he was going down to set 

up a Yeshiva, a place that Klal Yisroel would learn Torah, it is even more 

difficult to understand why Yehudah was chosen instead of Shevet Levi, 

Shimon (which were the Rebbe’im of Klal Yisroel), or Yisochor, for these 

brothers represented Torah – while Yehudah represented Malchus. The 

following Divrei Torah will expound on this topic, and perhaps support 

the P’shat offered in the closing paragraph. 

 When Rashi says that – ”להורות לפניו“ 46:28 – משכיל לדוד 

Yehudah was sent down to Mitzrayim to clear a place, it means that he 

was sent down to clear Goshen of all objects associated with Avodah 

Zarah, so that it should be a proper place for Yaakov’s family to reside.   

י שטייף"מהר  ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת “ 46:28 - 

 In this Parsha, the Torah tells us the three ways to – ”לפניו גשנה

counteract and conquer the Yetzer Hara.  Rashi says in Posuk 29 that 

Yaakov said Krias Shema when he saw Yosef.  The Gemara in Brochos 5a 

tells us that one way to subjugate the Yetzer Hara is by saying Krias 

Shema.  46:30 “אמותא הפעם” – Yaakov says that now that he has seen 

Yosef’s face, “He could die.”  Another way to counteract the Yetzer Hara 

is to always remember the day of death.  One must accomplish as much 

as he can in this world, for his time is limited.  Thirdly, this Posuk tells us 

that Yaakov sent Yehudah down to Mitzrayim to set up Yeshivos for 

them to learn Torah, for Torah is the antidote to the Yetzer Hara.   

י שטייף"מהר  ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת “ 46:28 - 

 The Gemara in Kesubos 110b says that one who resides in – ”לפניו גשנה

Chutz La’aretz, outside the holy Land of Eretz Yisroel, is as if he does not 

have a G-d.  The Gemara says that Dovid Hamelech wanted to serve 

Avodah Zara, and Rashi explains that it is not to be taken literally, rather 

it means that Dovid wanted to leave Eretz Yisroel.  Yaakov did not want 

to go to Mitzrayim and leave Eretz Yisroel, for it is like serving Avodah 

Zara.  The Yalkut Shimoni says that the wagons that were sent from 

Mitzrayim to bring Yaakov had Avodah Zara on them, and therefore 

Yaakov did not want to go.  It says in the Sefer זר זהב that the wagons 

did not actually have Avodah Zara on them, rather Yaakov’s going on the 

wagon and leaving Eretz Yisroel would be like serving Avodah Zara.  

Yaakov did not go until he saw the Shechina by the wagons and knew 

that it was a sign that he was meant to go.  Brochos 8a – Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu only has the four Amos of Halacha in this world.  When we 

were Zoche to the Bais Hamikdash, the Shechina resided there.  Now 

that there is no Bais Hamikdash, where is the Shechina?  It is only in the 

four Amos of Halacha, meaning in the Torah Hakdosha.  Yaakov sent 

Yehudah to establish a Yeshiva so that there would be Torah there.  If 

there would be Torah there, that means that the Shechina would be 

there as well, and that would mean that it would be permitted for 

Yaakov to go to Chutz La’aretz.  That was the Havtacha that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu had given to Yaakov, that the Shechina would go along with 

him to Golus.  

 Why did Yaakov send – ”ואת יהודה שלח“ 46:28 – חן טוב 

Yehudah?  Yaakov sent Yehudah for he was the most beloved by Yosef 

over the other Shevatim.  When the goblet was found in Binyamin’s 

sack, it was Yehudah who was prepared to risk his life for Binyamin.   

מנחם' ר   Yaakov sent Yehudah to – ”ואת יהודה שלח“ 46:28 - 

Mitzrayim, for he was strongest of the brothers.  Yaakov sent Yehudah 

to meet Yosef, the ruler of the land of Mitzrayim, to warn Yosef that he 

should be careful with the honor of his father who would be coming 

down to Mitzrayim.   

 Yaakov sent Yehudah to – ”ואת יהודה שלח“ 46:28 - רבינו בחיי 

prepare a place for Yaakov’s family to live, being that he was the 

strongest and fastest of the brothers.  

 Yaakov thought that – ”ואת יהודה שלח“ 46:28 - יפה תואר 

when he would go down to Mitzrayim, Yosef might have him brought to 

the palace, so that all of the ministers of Mitzrayim should give Yaakov 

honor.  Yaakov did not want this honor, so he had Yehudah go down to 

prepare a house for Yaakov for him to go there immediately, and not to 

the palace, so that he would not receive the honor.   

ה"של   Yehudah was sent to Goshen – ”ואת יהודה שלח“ 46:28 - 

first, to establish a Yeshiva before Yaakov Avinu’s family went to live 

there.  There is a great Mussar to be learned from this, that all actions 

one does should be done L’shem Shomayim.  One who is Zoche to build 

a house, should first think of where he will have a room set aside for 

Torah study, Tefilah, and being Misboded, connecting oneself to 

Hashem.  After he has done that, he can plan the rooms to deal with his 

physical needs.  Yaakov’s first concern before they were moving to a 

new location was to ensure that they would have a place to study Torah.   

ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף “ 46:28 - מלבוש לשבת ויום טוב 

 Rashi says two reasons for Yaakov sending – ”להורת לפניו גשנה

Yehudah down to Goshen: to prepare a dwelling for them, or to prepare 

a Yeshiva to have a place to learn Torah.  We can explain that these two 

reasons are not exclusive to each other, rather they are both reasons 

why Yaakov sent Yehudah.  The explanation that Yehudah went down to 

prepare housing alludes to being Mekabel Ol Malchus Shomayim, as the 

Gemara in Shabbos 31b says that one who has Torah but does not have 

Yirah, is like one who does not have a dwelling place.  After one has 

prepared a home, meaning that he attained Yiras Shomayim, then he 

can build a proper place for Torah study – which is the second P’shat, 

that Yehudah was sent down to build a Yeshiva.   

א"מהר  ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת לפניו “ 46:28 - 

 There is a rule that when Rashi gives two answers, both – ”גשנה

answers have a connection to each other.  The Zohar 1:211b says that 

Eretz Goshen has the Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel.  The Radak in Yehoshua 

11:16 says that there are two Goshens, one in the boundaries of Eretz 

Yisroel, and one in Mitzrayim – and the Zohar is speaking of the Goshen 

that was in the boundaries of Eretz Yisroel. The ד"מהרי  explains that 

there is only one Goshen, it is just that Yaakov and the Shevatim 

elevated the Kedusha of the land of Goshen to the point that it became 

part of the boundaries of Eretz Yisroel.  With this understanding, we can 

explain the connection between the two P’shatim in Rashi.  Yehudah 

initially went down to analyze the land to see how he could make it a 

place appropriate for them to dwell in.  He built a Yeshiva, because the 

learning of Torah would bring the land into the Kedusha of Eretz Yisroel, 

and would then be a proper place for Yaakov and the Shevatim to reside.   

ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת “ 46:28  - ניצוצי שמשון 

“ – ”לפניו גשנה פניוללח שהודה יאת ו ” - The Roshei Taivos (first letters) of 

these words spell, “שילו” which is the  way “שילה” is read.  This is a 

Remez that Moshiach will come from Shevet Yehudah.  “להורת” is the 

same letters as “לתורה” – that Yehudah went to Goshen to build a Bais 

Talmud Torah, for it is through Torah study that Moshiach will come.   

ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת “ 46:28 – תפארת יעקב 

 Perhaps one can say that there is a Remez in this Posuk to – ”לפניו גשנה

Rabbeinu Hakodosh, Rebbe Yehudah Hanasi, for Hakodosh Boruch Hu 
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sent him to us to give us instruction and to establish Yeshivos.  Rebbe 

Yehudah Hanasi wrote and arranged the Mishnayos, and it is from there 

that P’sak Halacha (הוראה, instruction) went forth to Klal Yisroel.   

 It says in the Zohar – ”ואת יהודה שלח לפניו“ 46:28 – שפתי כהן 

that Odom Harishon did not come into this world until Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu created everything that he needed. He came into a beautiful world, 

and the table was set. So too Yaakov, who was the Tikun for Odom, did 

not go down to Mitzrayim until Yosef went down and gathered all of the 

gold and silver in the world, and then Yaakov went down.   

ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת לפניו “ 46:28 - שפתי כהן 

שנהג ” – Why did Yaakov send Yehudah to Goshen?  Yehudah took along 

with him the שטר מתנה – the gift certificate (deed), which Paroah gave 

to Sarah Imeinu.  Yehudah was sent for he was mighty, and would 

potentially need to be forceful to evict those currently living in Goshen, 

when he would show them that Yaakov’s family owned the land.  The 

word “גשנה” in its full Gematria ( א"ה, נון, ן"שי, ל"גימ ) is the same as 

 from his deed – meaning that Yehudah was going to claim the – ”משטרו“

land based on the words in the deed he had.  גשן in At Bash is ארי, which 

is why the “lion” was sent, Yehudah.   

ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת לפניו “ 46:28 - באר משה 

 ,Why did Yaakov send Yehudah to set up a Yeshiva, and not Levi – ”גשנה

who was the Rosh Yeshiva of Yaakov’s Yeshiva?  It says in the Tikunei 

Hazohar 68b that the holy Neshama is the place of Machshavah, thought 

– referring to the heart.  In 53a, the Tikunei Hazohar says that the 

Neshama is in the mind.  Which one is it, the mind or the heart?  

Machshavah is broken into two parts: חכמה and בינה, wisdom and 

insight.  Chochma is in the mind, while Binah is in the heart.  It says in 

the Rambam, Hilchos Melachim 3:6 that the king is the “ לב כל קהל

 the heart of the entire community of Klal Yisroel.”  Yehudah is“ – ”ישראל

the king of Klal Yisroel, and is the heart of Klal Yisroel – he is the 

Machshavah of Klal Yisroel.  In regards to Yosef, the Posuk says, “ ויוסף

 And Yosef shall place his hands on your eyes."  This" – ”ישית ידו על עיניך

tells us that Yosef represented “מעשה” – action.  In order to be 

complete there needs to be Machshavah and Ma’aseh.  Perhaps one 

may have said that Yosef did not concede or connect to the Malchus of 

Yehudah, meaning that there is a separation between Machshavah and 

Ma’aseh.  The Posuk comes to teach us that Yosef was to place his “ידו” 

– “hands” which represents Ma’aseh, on the “עיניך” – “eyes” which 

represents Machshavah, to teach us that Yosef was connecting the 

Ma’aseh to the Machshavah. This is why Yaakov specifically sent 

Yehudah down to Goshen to prepare a Bais Talmud, in order to connect 

Machshavah to Ma’aseh. There is a Remez to this in the words of Rashi, 

“Bais Talmud,” as it says in Kiddushin 40b “גדול תלמיד שמביא לידי מעשה” 

– Talmud is greater when it brings to Ma’aseh. The Talmud needed to be 

connected to Ma’aseh. The “עין” represents Machshavah, as we learn 

from the Tefillin Shel Rosh, “ולטוטפות בין עיניך” – the place of the brain is 

by the eyes – which represents Machshavah.  One must always keep 

Machshavah and Ma’aseh connected, the hand and the eye, which is the 

Tefillin Shel Yad and the Tefillin Shel Rosh.  Menochos 36a – If one 

speaks between putting on the Tefillin Shel Yad and Tefillin Shel Rosh, it 

is a sin, and he would not be eligible to go to war – for only the truly 

righteous were eligible for war.  Being that the Tefillin Shel Rosh 

represents Machshavah and the Tefillin Shel Yad represents Ma’aseh, by 

interrupting between the Tefillin Shel Rosh and the Tefillin Shel Yad, one 

is making a separation between Machshavah and Ma’aseh, which is not 

to be done.  The Tefillin also connects Klal Yisroel to Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu, as it says in Brochos 6a that Hakodosh Boruch Hu puts on Tefillin – 

meaning that He connects to Klal Yisroel with Tefillin.  When the other 

nations of the world see the Tefillin Shel Rosh, and see that Klal Yisroel 

are connected to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, the Ruler of the World, it places 

fear in the hearts of the other nations of the world.  However, if one 

does not wear his Tefillin Shel Rosh properly, connecting Machshavah to 

Ma’aseh, Tefillin Shel Rosh to Tefillin Shel Yad, then other nations will 

not have fear of Klal Yisroel.  That is why one who speaks between 

putting on the Tefillin Shel Rosh and the Tefillin Shel Yad does not go out 

to war, for the other nations of the world will not fear him, for he 

severed his connection between himself and Hakodosh Boruch Hu. גשנה 

is the Gematria of משיח, for what should one do to be spared of the 

birth pains of Moshiach? (Before Moshiach comes there will be “birth 

pangs”). He must learn Torah and perform Gemilas Chasodim. Yehudah 

represents the Torah, the eye, and Yosef represents Gemilas Chasodim, 

the hand. Yaakov was preparing for the ultimate Geulah, connecting the 

Machshavah and the Ma’aseh, so that we should be spared from the 

birth pains of Moshiach, and be Zoche to the Geulah Shlaima! 

ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת לפניו “ 46:28 - יצב אברהם 

“ Yirmiyah 4:3 – ”גשנה ואל תזרעו אל הקוצים, נירו לכם ניר ” – “Plow for 

yourselves a furrow, and do not sow upon thorn bushes.”  This means 

that before one learns Torah, he must think thoughts of Teshuva, so that 

he not be considered a Rasha who is learning Torah, for Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu says to the Rasha, why do I need you to say over My laws?  

The Ba’al Haturim says in Devorim 1:6,7 “ אלקינו דבר אלינו בחרב ' ד

פנו וסעו לכם...לאמר ” that the Torah is telling us here that first one needs 

to turn away from evil deeds, and then learn Torah.  “גשנה” is the same 

Gematria as “נחש” – the Nachash, referring to the impurity that he 

brought into the world when he was able to get Odom and Chava to sin 

and eat from the Eitz Hada’as.  Yaakov sent Yehudah down to Goshen to 

clear the place of spiritual impurities, and to build a place for Torah 

study.   

“ 46:28 - יצב אברהם  פניו ואת יהודה שלח לפניו אל יוסף להורת ל

 ,The Klei Yakar says in the beginning of Parshas Mikeitz 41:1 – ”גשנה

that we learn out the Midah of humility from the Shem Havayah.  The 

three letters which the Shem Havayah is comprised of, when spelled out 

ו"ו, א"ה, ד"יו -  – have the lowest Gematria, of the Aleph Bais. The Shem 

Havayah consists of these three letters because they have the lowest 

Gematria to teach us humility.  The name “יהודה” has the Shem Havayah 

in it, and the letter ד'  – telling us that  ד' , these four letters of the Shem 

Havayah have a low Gematria to teach us humility – a Midah which 

Yehudah had.  (We can add to this based on the words of Rabbeinu 

Bechayei, who says that the ד'  of the Shem י"שד  represents a דלת, a 

door to the Malchus Shomayim.  The name יהודה teaches us that in 

order to be a king down here and to enter the gates of the Malchus 

Shomayim Above, one must have the Midah of Anivus, humility).  

Additionally, the Gematria of  יהודה and יוסף together is the same as 

 Yaakov sent Yehudah down to Goshen so that he could connect  .מקום

with Yosef and together they could make a מקום, a place that is 

appropriate for Torah study, so that Halacha could go forth from there 

(and מקום is also a Name of Hashem).   

   Perhaps now we can understand why Yaakov Avinu sent 

specifically Yehudah to go down to Goshen.  Yehudah was to go down to 

prepare for Yaakov Avinu’s family to live there.  The two explanations of 

Rashi are one and the same.  The only way to have a proper place for 

them to go to Goshen is to clean it out of Tumah, and to prepare it for 

Limud Hatorah.  The Melech, the king, is the leader of Klal Yisroel.  He is 

the one who needs to lead by example.  He needs to be humble, yet at 

the same time, needs to show that everything in our lives must center 

around the Torah Hakdosha.  By preparing ourselves properly to learn 

Torah, we bring the Shechina down to us, and make the place where we 

are learning Torah into a holy place.  May we be Zoche to prepare 

ourselves properly for Limud Hatorah and bring the Shechina into our 

homes – bringing Kedushas Eretz Yisroel into our homes. 


