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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS PINCHUS תשע"ו 

PINCHUS AND HIS POWER OF TEFILLA FOR GENERATIONS 

In Tehillim 106,30 it says   ותעצר המגפה ויעמוד פנחס ויפלל  that Pinchus davened and the 

plague ceased. The passuk ends with ותחשב לו לצדקה לדור ודור עד עולם his deed was 

deemed a righteousness from generation to generation forever. The Tiferes Shlomo asks   

  
הנראה להבין במעלת פנחס שנחשב לו לצדקה לדור דור מה שעצר את המגפה הלא גם אהרן 

שאהרן  עצר המגפה כמ"ש )במדבר יז, יג( ויעמוד בין המתים ובין החיים וגו'. אך ההפרש בזה

עשה ע"י פעולה כמ"ש )במדבר יז, יא( קח את המחתה וגו' וזה ע"י הקטרת. גם משה רבינו ע"ה 

עשה ע"י פעולה כמ"ש )שמות לב, כ( ויקח את העגל ויזר על פני המי'. אך פנחס עשה דבר חדש 

כי עלה בדעתו מה יעשו כל הדורות אחריו שלא יהי' כהן וזבח ומנחה וקטרת שיכפר בעדם במה 

הי' לבנ"י תקומה. לכן נתן עצה בנפשו לעמוד בתפלה לבד. וזה נוהג בכל דור ודור שהקב"ה י

 שומע קול תפלת עמו ישראל ברחמי'. ולזה נחשב לו לצדקה לדור ודור עד עולם:

Didn’t Ahron Hakohen do the same at Korach’s rebellion when he terminated the plague 

of death? Didn’t Moshe Rabbeinu also accomplish the same at the sin of the Golden 

Calf. Yet by neither of them we do not find a passuk saying that his act of righteousness 

is a merit from generation to generation forever? 

The Tiferes Shlomo answers that the way that Moshe and Ahron stopped the death of 

the people was by doing a physical act. Ahron took the burning Ketores incense and 

Moshe ground the Golden Calf and sprinkled it on the water. What Pinchus did was a 

novelty. All he did was daven alone. He said to himself what will be in the future 

generations when there will be no longer a Bais Hamikdash, korbonos, incense, Kohen 

Gadol etc. to atone for them? How and with what will they survive the calamity that 

befalls them? So he brought out the solution of tefillah which does not need any of the 

above. Even simple Yidden who pour their hearts out to Hashem with depth and 

sincerity can accomplish the same. This is why Dovid Hamelech specifically says by the 

salvation of Pinchos for Klal Yisrael that it is a merit for generations and generations.   

Pinchus became Eliyahu Hanavi. In Melachim 1,17,1 we find that Eliyahu also excelled in  

this koach of Tefillah. He said that rainfall and dew will be dependent upon my word 

which means the koach of my Tefillah. The first revelation of Tefillah in creation was in 

association with rain (Bereishis 2,5). The first revelation of something appearing in the 

Torah symbolizes the source and its essence. Rain is life and without out it, nothing will 

grow. Tefillah is life. Pinchus through his tefillah gave life to Yisrael. Eliyahu who 

possessed the power of tefillah had the ability to resurrect the dead. Even though  

Avraham davened with the lashon of Amidah, Yitzchak with the lashon of siach and 
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Yaakov with the lashon of pegiah (Berachos 26), the expression of davening called 

tefillah was first described with association to PInchus ויפלל who with his tefillah 

succeeded in giving life to others.  

I want to relate to you an incredible story of a young mother who fell causing her to be 

in a coma for eight weeks. By the eight week she was on total life support including a 

respirator and dialysis to her failing internal organs. The doctors gave no hope of 

recovery. A group of sixty woman with close ties to the family, decided to use the only 

remaining option and gathered in a Bais Hachayim of Queens N.Y. where several of the 

great gedolim of America were laid to rest.  The group davened fervently by several 

gedolim and their wives. After reaching the sixth kever in the middle of the passuk  גם כי

 a shrill scream was heard frightening all those אלך בגיא צלמות לא אירא רע כי אתה עמדי

who were present. Everyone assumed that someone had collapsed but they were 

mistaken. The scream came from the mother of the young comatose woman who she 

was now speaking to her on the phone for the first time in two months. There were 

several witnesses at her bedside who testified that her eyes suddenly opened. Her 

father called her mother’s cellphone and told his daughter to say hello to her. The 

mother was so shocked that she screamed a piercing cry of joy. She then put the 

cellphone on loudspeaker to show everyone the results of their intense tefillos. The 

mother asked her daughter how do you feel? To which she replied Baruch Hashem. The 

Rav who was present implored the women never to forget this moment as long as they 

live for they had witnessed first hand the far reaching power of tefillah.  

This is not a story that I recently read. I heard it directly from a person who was there 

when it happened. My wife. And it happened today and I immediately began to write 

this email to share this miracle of tefillah with you.   

Gut Shabbos  

Rav Brazil 


