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Hear, O Israel: Hashem is our God; Hashem is one.

(Rashi is bothered by an apparent contradiction in this verse.  First it
says that Hashem is our G-d, the G-d of Israel; then it says that Hashem
is the one and only G-d in the world--despite the fact that many other

gods are worshipped).
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The Lord, who is now our G-d, but not the G-d of the other nations, He will be
[declared] in the future “the one G-d,” as it is said {Tz’fania 3:9}: “For then I
will convert the peoples to a pure language that all of them call in the name of

Hashem.”

At present, Hashem is, so to speak, “only” our G-d, the G-d of Israel; in the Days
to Come, He will be truly the one and only G-d, who will be recognized by all the
nations. 

Does Rashi’s comment have any practical ramifications for
us? Other than being an encouraging prophecy, is it relevant
to us that the nations of the world will one day accept Hashem

as the one and only G-d?
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THE
RELEVANT
PRINCIPLE

AN
ANSWER

As has been repeated numerous times, Rashi’s commentary
reveals to us p’shuto shel mikra - the simple meaning of
Scripture.  We must not be deluded into thinking, however, that
Rashi’s comments are “simple.”  Rashi’s comments contain
profound spiritual and intellectual content that must be

pondered.  

Regarding non-Jews, there are two hashkafot (outlooks) that one
often hears from Jews.  

Some Jews often express the outlook that says: Yimach sh’mam - May the name of
all non-Jews be erased.  According to this outlook, non-Jews are merely a
nuisance.  

The Jews of the 19th century Haskala movement adopted the hashkafa that says:
he’ye y’hudi b’veitecha v’adam b’tzeiteicha - be a Jew in your home, but a “man”
when you go out.  The Maskilim advised us to keep our Judaism at home, hidden
from the world; when we venture out into society, they exhorted us to look, speak,
eat, and act like non-Jews. 

Rashi’s comment above, however, refutes both of these hashkafot.  According to
Rashi, every non-Jew is a potential servant of Hashem, because there will come a
day when all the nations will serve Hashem.  As long as these potential servants of
Hashem are not harming us or hindering us, there is no excuse for mistreating
them or for looking upon them with disdain.  We must be polite and kind because
they will be, eventually, our brethren in the service of Hashem.

Further, there is no reason to hide our Judaism.  The essence of Judaism is not to
be the secret religious cult of a reclusive tribe living on a desert island.  The
essence of Judaism is the proper service of Hashem that was revealed to us on Mt.
Sinai, and service of Hashem is eventually going to be the service of all humanity.
By practicing our Judaism openly, we can provide the world--which is full of
potential servants of G-d--with a living example of how to serve Hashem, which
will eventually be their service as well1.    

1. The halacha dictates specific parameters regarding kindness to idolaters, and to non-Jews in
general, and regarding the open practice of mitzvot in times of danger.  The purpose of this
d’var Torah is to suggest a general attitude of kindness and openness, within the parameters
of halacha.  I also do not mean to suggest that in the Days to Come non-Jews will practice
their service to Hashem in the same way that Jews do; I merely assert that they will be
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CONCLUSION Rashi’s “simple” comment teaches us an important lesson
about the correct attitude that we should have toward

non-Jews. 

servants of Hashem.  
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