
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 בכל לבבכם ובכל נפשכם )יא:יג(
With all your heart and with all your soul (11:13) 

In the first Parshah of Kriyas Shema (6:5) it states:  ואהבת את ה' אלקיך בכל
 ,You shall love Hashem, your G-d, with all your heart – ובכל מאדך לבבך ובכל נפשך

with all your soul, and with all your possessions. Apparently, here too the 
Torah needed to write ובכל מאדכם בכל לבבכם ובכל נפשכם – With all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your possessions, why is there a difference 
between the two Parshiyos? Rebbe Yisroel of Rozhin answers (as brought in the 
Sefer ‘Eser Oros’): Chazal explain (Brachos 54a) that when the Torah writes  בכל'
 with all your possessions’, it means with all your money. Therefore, in‘ – מאדך'
the first Parshah which speaks about the acceptance of the Yoke of Heaven, 
where there is no limit to how much a person can spend for it, it states ‘with all 
your possessions’. However, in the second Parshah which speaks about the Yoke 
of Mitzvos, since a person is not obligated to spend more than a third of his 
money (see Bava Kamma 9a), the Torah does not state ‘and all of your 
possessions’. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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 לכל זמן ועת
 

Moshe directed the nation to recount all of the 

steps which Hashem took to bring them to this 

point where they are a free nation about to enter 

their own land (8:2-4). Rabbeinu Yonah in Sha’arei 

Teshuvah (Shaar 3:17) understands that this 

directive was not only for that generation, but it 

applies as a Torah directive, a Mitzvah D’Oraysah, 

for each person to constantly remember and recount 

all of the good which Hashem has caused to happen 

to them throughout their lives. It is incumbent on us 

to recognize all of the good Hashem does for us, as 

well as to take time to recognize how Hashem has 

brought about the events in our lives to get us 

where we presently find ourselves. 
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              Candle Lighting: 7:08 

Rav Yechezkel Levenstein, zt”l, once  

commented in a Sichah about Hashgachah Pratis,  

Hashem’s Divine Supervision, that we live in a society that preaches that people see 

success because of their own hard work and power, and in reality, the only way one can 

accomplish anything is if Hashem wants it to happen. We therefore need many reminders 

to strengthen our belief that Hashem runs everything, and this is one of the main purposes 

of Davening. We accomplish this by saying many Brachos and Davening to Hashem. 

Shabbos serves a similar purpose. One day a week is designated for us to take out time 

from our busy weeks and recharge ourselves in Ruchniyus. On this day we strengthen our 

belief that Hashem created and runs the world and all the events that take place. The Sefer 

HaChinuch writes about the essence of Shabbos (Mitzvah 32), that Shabbos reminds us 

that  Hashem  created  the  world in  six  

days and rested on the seventh. It also 

alludes to Yetzias Mitzrayim, because 

in Mitzrayim we were slaves and 

couldn’t rest when we wanted. Hashem 

took us out from there and commanded 

us to rest on Shabbos. Since this is the 

purpose of Shabbos, we must make 

sure to accomplish these goals, and not 

waste this precious time! 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
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       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of Shabbos 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

For an Aliyah, a minimum of three Pesukim 

must be read from the Torah. On Monday, 

Thursday, and at Minchah on Shabbos, a 

minimum of at least ten Pesukim should be read. 

Some read four Pesukim by the third Aliyah. 

Bidi’eved, after the fact, if only a total of nine 

Pesukim were read, with three Pesukim for each 

Aliyah, they have fulfilled their obligation.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:19) 
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 Middos       
Rav Shimon Schwab, zt”l, served as a Rav in a small town in Germany. One day 

in 1936, he was accused of rebelling against the leader of the country. The Nazis, who 

were becoming more powerful, claimed that in one of his speeches, he had publicly 

slandered Hitler, yemach shemo. The Gestapo picked him up and demanded an 

explanation. He looked the Gestapo official straight in the face and completely denied 

having said anything disparaging about the German chancellor. Apparently, when he 

was giving a public address, Rav Schwab used the word “vermittler,” which in 

German means intermediary. The government spy who was in the audience thought he 

had heard the name Hitler instead. Rav Schwab was told that his case would be 

reviewed and they would advise him of the result. In the meantime, he was to return 

home and not leave his house for any reason. Rav Schwab feared for his life. It took 

two months for the matter to be settled, and amazingly, he was cleared of the charges. 

He later related that during the entire two months, he did not change out of his clothes 

when he went to sleep at night. The reason he gave for this behavior demonstrated the 

quality of pride and dignity which he had for his position as Rav. It seemed that it was 

common for the Nazis to break down a person’s front door in the middle of the night, 

and take that person out to be executed in the center of the town if they were to be 

found guilty of anything. Rav Schwab was afraid for this, and he knew that until his 

case was resolved, his life literally hung in the balance. He therefore reasoned that if 

the Germans found him guilty, it was important that he as the Rav of the community, 

not be brought out to be executed in his pajamas. This would belittle the position of 

the Rav and everything that he represented. With this in mind, for two months,        

Rav Schwab went to bed every night in his clothes. He maintained his dignity under 
the greatest pressure, because he understood who he was and what he symbolized! 
 

 L’Maaseh       
Dovid lives with his wife and eight children in a 

tiny apartment in Yerushalayim. Aside from the small 

stipend he receives from the Gerrer Kollel in which he 

learns, Dovid also receives a disability pension from 

the Israeli government as he suffers from a medical 

condition. His disability makes it impossible for him to 

hold a job, but Baruch Hashem it does not interfere 

with his Torah learning. After every child born to them, 

Dovid and his wife received an increase in their 

monthly disability allotment. However, the increase in 

the cost of living was taking its toll on their fixed 

income, and they decided to request an increase from 

the government, due to their hardship. Early one 

morning, Dovid took his two canes and hobbled over to 

the local government office. The caseworker was 

sympathetic, but informed Dovid that the increase 

could not be authorized without an unannounced home 

visit. The decision made by the inspector after this visit 

would be final, with no opportunity for appeal. Though 

their home and circumstances were proof enough to 

substantiate their request, Dovid was tense about the 

visit, as the increase was so necessary for their daily 

needs. He went to visit the Gerrer Rebbe, Rav Simcha 

Bunim Alter, known as the “Lev Simchah”, to ask for a 

Brachah. That day, the Rebbe was not feeling well, and 

many people were waiting their turn to speak with him, 

so when Dovid’s turn came up, he quickly summarized 

his problem in a few sentences. The Rebbe nodded his 

head, closed his eyes, and then handed Dovid an 

orange. He said, “Hashem will help. Go home and say 

a Brachah on this, together with your family.” Dovid 

was then escorted out by the Gabbaim. On his way 

home, Dovid felt that he had not had enough time to 

fully explain his problem to the Rebbe. However, he 

resolved to follow the Rebbe’s instructions as best as 

possible. Perhaps in the merit of his Emunas 

Chachamim and the Rebbe’s Brachah, his family 

would be granted the additional funds. Later that 

afternoon, Dovid gathered his family around the table, 

and placed the orange on a plate. He told them about 

his visit to the Rebbe. He then cut the orange into ten 

pieces and gave one piece to his wife and to each 

child. They said the Brachah together and ate the 

orange. A few days later, Dovid received a letter from 

the government office, and he was quite surprised to 

see what was written in it. It said, “I came to make a 

home visit this week but did not come into your 

home. As I approached your apartment, I heard through 

the open window that you were sitting down to a meal 

with your family. I did not want to disturb you, so I 

decided to come back later. As I was about to leave, I 

heard you telling them that you were dividing up a 

single fruit to share with your family. Your financial 

distress was then quite evident to me. I no longer deem 

it necessary to come into your home to complete my 

assessment of your case. Your request for additional 

assistance has been approved, and you will be receiving 

the additional sum in your next check!”  

(Einei Hashem) 
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 בס"ד

Once, a man brought his ten-year-old son to visit Rav Aharon Karlin, zt”l. As 

they were sitting and talking, Rav Aharon asked for a bowl of apples to be brought in. 

Rav Aharon and his guests each took an apple, and with great Kavanah Rav Aharon 

said the Brachah of Borei Pri HaEitz, and he began to eat. The boy thought to himself, 

‘What is the difference between me and the Rebbe? He eats apples and also I eat 

apples. He says a Brachah, and so do I. Even I could be the Rebbe someday!’         

Rav Aharon, almost as if he were aware of the boy’s thoughts, turned to the child and 

said, “You know, my son, there is a big difference between the two of us. When you 

wake up in the morning and look out the window, you can see that there is a beautiful 

apple tree in your yard. You can see the juicy, red apples growing on it and all you can 

think of is when you can eat those apples. You run to wash your hands, get dressed as 

quickly as possible, and run out to the apple tree. You quickly decide which apple is 

going to be for your breakfast, and you open your mouth for that first delicious bite. 

You almost take that bite of the apple until you remember, just in time, that you must 

say a Brachah before eating an apple. So you say the Brachah in order to eat.”        

The boy and his father listened, captivated to the words of the great Rebbe.             

Rav Aharon continued, “However, my son, when I wake up in the morning, it is 

different. When I look out the window, I also see a beautiful apple tree, and it makes 

me think about the wonder of Hashem’s creation. I contemplate how this apple tree 

began as a small seed in the ground, and how it slowly grew year by year until one day 

blossoms began to flower and then apples appeared. I run to wash my hands before I 

quickly go outside to take a closer look at this amazing creation. In awe of Hashem 

and His Creation, the apple tree, I want to say a Brachah on the apple tree and its 

fruits. I begin to say the Brachah of Borei Pri HaEitz, but then I remember, in order to 

say a Brachah, I need an apple!” Rav Aharon took the young boy’s hand. “The 

Gemara in Bava Kamma (30b) teaches us, ‘One who wants to be a true Chassid, a 

pious Jew, must fulfill the Halachos of Brachos.’ Saying Brachos the proper way and 

with the proper Kavanah is the correct way to become righteous. Every Brachah we 

say represents one more step forward in growing closer to Hashem!” 
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