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The holy books teach us that the concept underlying the Yom Tov of Pesach is אמונה פשוטה (“simple 
faith”), instilling within our sons and daughters firm belief in Hashem.  The entire purpose of the mitzva of 
 is to instill faith in our children, as the Sefer (telling the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim) סיפור יציאת מצרים
Ha’chinuch (21) writes in explaining the reason why the Torah issued so many commands that 
commemorate the Exodus from Egypt: 
 

כי הוא יסוד גדול ועמוד חזק בתורתנו ובאמונתנו , ועל כן אנו ...באו לנו מצוות רבות על זה ואין מן התימה אם
יש אומרים לעולם בברכותינו ובתפלותינו זכר ליציאת מצרים, לפי שהוא לנו אות ומופת גמור בחידוש העולם, וכי 

, כמו שעשה במצרים ששינה טבעי ובידו לשנותם אל היש שיחפוץ בכל זמן מן הזמנים...פועל כל הנמצאות...אלוה
העולם בשבילנו, ועשה לנו אותות מחודשים גדולים ועצומים, הלא זה משתק כל כופר בחידוש העולם, ומקיים 

 .האמונה בידיעת השם יתברך, וכי השגחתו ויכלתו בכללים ובפרטים כולם
 

It should not surprise us that we are given so many mitzvos for this purpose…because it is a great 
foundation and strong pillar of our Torah and our faith, and we therefore always recite in our blessings 
and in our prayers, “in commemoration of Yetzias Mitzrayim,” for it is a conclusive sign and proof of the 
creation of the world, and that there is a G-d who…makes all things in existence…and has the power to 
change them the way He wishes at any time, just as He did in Egypt, when He changed the world’s nature 
for us and performed for us new, great and wondrous miracles.  This silences everyone who denies the 
world’s creation, and it confirms the belief in the knowledge of Hashem, may He be blessed, that His 
providence and capabilities extend to everything large and small. 
 
The holy books further teach us that on the seder night, each and every individual is endowed with special 
power to transmit אמונה פשוטה to everyone.   
 
The concept of אמונה פשוטה was the primary point of focus of the Chernobyl chassidic court, rooted in 
the teachings of its founder, my ancestor, the Meor Einyaim1 and his son, the Maggid of Chernobyl 2.זיע"א  
It was also the most outstanding trait of the Maggid’s son, founder of the Tolna dynasty, my ancestor Rav 
Dovid of Tolna 3.זיע"א  Although Rav Dovid was known as the brightest and sharpest son of the Maggid of 
Chernobyl זיע"א, nevertheless, he said about himself that he came into this world solely to shine the light 
of אמונה פשוטה upon the hearts of Am Yisrael.  Indeed, his sacred works are filled with material on this 
subject, in which he emphasizes that one should not follow the path of inquiry, and should instead live 
with אמונה פשוטה without any understanding or knowledge of the topic whatsoever.  My grandfather 
 would comment on זיע"א would often tell over the tradition he received that the Ba’al Shem Tov 4זיע"א
the pasuk, פתי יאמין לכל דבר (“A fool believes everything” – Mishlei 14:15), א נאר און איך גלייביך בין א  – “I 

                                                           
* Delivered on Motzaei Shabbos Parshas Shemini, 5763 (2003). Adapted into English by David Silverberg. 
1 Rav Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl, 1730-1787. 
2 Rav Mordechai Twersky, 1770-1837. 
3 1808-1882. 
4 Rav Yochanan Twersky, 1906-1998, the previous Tolna Rebbe. 



[Type here] 
 

am a simpleton and I believe.”5  This is the אמונה פשוטה, the simple belief in the Creator of the universe 
and in His servant, Moshe, which the tzadikim have implanted in every generation. 
 
This is something which requires a great deal of reinforcement, particularly in our spiritually impoverished 
generation.  We must strengthen ourselves in the area of אמונה פשוטה, the belief that everything is from 
Hashem, and that everything is calculated for a person’s benefit.  This is a crucial and urgent matter in our 
times.  Everyone must work to strengthen this belief within himself and within his sons and daughters, 
and repeatedly speak of Hashem’s actions. 
 
One source that can be effective in strengthening a person’s faith is found in this week’s parsha, Parshas 
Shemini – namely, the law established by the Torah that only fish with both fins and scales ( סנפיר

 may be eaten (Vayikra 11:9).  The Gemara (Chulin 66b) teaches that any fish with scales (וקשקשת
 thus giving rise to the question of why the Torah bothered to mention fins ,(סנפיר) also has fins (קשקשת)
as a sign of a kosher fish.  If a fish that has scales necessarily has fins, then it would have sufficed for the 
Torah to instruct simply that any fish with scales is permissible for consumption.  The Gemara explains 
that the Torah specified fins להגדיל תורה ולהאדירה (“to increase and glorify the Torah”6).   
 
The question arises as to how the unnecessary mention of סנפיר achieves the goal of  להגדיל תורה

 Why would the Torah add this word for no purpose?  Tosfos and the Ran suggest that adding  .ולהאדירה
the word סנפיר helps clarify the meaning of the word קשקשת.  Still, more explanation is needed for how 
mentioning fins achieves the result of להגדיל תורה ולהאדירה, the glorification of Torah. 
 
Rav Aryeh Tzvi Frommer of Kozhiglov Hy”d7 suggested an explanation by noting Tosfos’ question as to 
how Chazal knew that every fish with scales also has fins.  Tosfos answer that this knowledge was 
transmitted through oral tradition (הלכה למשה מסיני) – in other words, the One who created the 
thousands upon thousands of species and types of fish in the world also revealed to the Sages that every 
fish with scales also has fins.  Remarkably, even until today, after scientists have searched throughout the 
world’s waters, and virtually every kind of fish and sea creature has been discovered, not a single fish has 
been found that has scales but not fins.8  The great Rebbe of Kozhiglov Hy”d explained that this is the 
deep meaning of the Gemara’s answer.  The word סנפיר was added in order to glorify the Torah in the 
eyes of scientists in every generation, as from the time the Torah was given until now, not a single species 
of fish has been discovered with scales but not fins, a scientific fact that was revealed to our Sages, 
thereby bringing glory and esteem to the Torah and the One who gave it to us.  This is a valuable asset for 
our emuna, showing the truth of every word of the Torah. 
 
By speaking of the wonders of the Almighty as manifest in these matters, and of אמונה פשוטה generally, 
how everything that happens, including the smallest events, is from Hashem, and reinforcing this belief 
within our children, we will succeed in perpetuating our faith and producing generations of  מאמינים בני

 .אמן כן יהי רצון ,believers who faithfully follow the Torah, מאמינים

                                                           
5 It is similarly recorded in the Yismach Yisrael (Parshas Shemini; see also Yesod Ha’avoda, letter #24) that the Ba’al 
Shem Tov said before his death, “I leave all the understanding that I have achieved, and I believe;  איך בין א נאר און

 ”.גלייב
6 Based on Yeshayahu 42:21. 
7 Poland, 1884-1943. 
8 Rav Yehonasan Eibshitz, in Kereisi (3:3), claimed that the Gemara speaks here in general terms, and it is possible 
that at some point a fish will be discovered with scales and not fins.  However, the Peri Chadash (there in Yoreh 
Dei’a) and the Chasam Sofer (Chulin) rejected this understanding. 


