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(רש"י) שיתחזק אדם בהם תמיד בכל כחו - (ברכות לב:) ארבעה צריכים חיזוק   

     A Sichah from Maran HaGaon Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita   Parashas Ki Savo 5776 

Elul – Days of Desire  

 We are currently in the month of Elul. The Chayei Adam 
(ch. 138) states, “The month of Elul is a chosen month and 
very appropriate (for repentance), as repentance is accepted 
during this month more than in other months. These days are 
days of desire (for us to become close to Hashem) from the 
time we have been chosen as a nation. Bnei Yisrael sinned 
with the Golden Calf, and the Luchos were broken on the 
seventeen of Tammuz. Moshe ascended the mountain and 
prayed (for Bnei Yisrael to be forgiven, and then went down 
again after forty days). Hashem instructed Moshe Rabeinu to 
make new Luchos, and agreed to give them to him. Moshe 
then ascended the mountain again on Rosh Chodesh Elul, and 
stayed there until Yom Kippur, when the atonement was 
completed. The Tana Dvei Eliyahu writes that Bnei Yisrael 
were fasting during these forty days, and they made a special 
fast of an entire night and day on the tenth of Tishrei (Yom 
Kippur). This is why Yom Kippur was instituted as a day of 
atonement forever after. Since these days were days of 
desire then, Hashem’s mercy stirs again at this time every 
year, and they are therefore days of desire every single 
year.”            

In summary, Moshe Rabeinu was on Har Sinai for one 
hundred and twenty days. The first forty days he was 
receiving the Torah, the second forty days were days he spent 
defending Bnei Yisrael from the anger of Hashem regarding 
the sin of the Golden Calf, and the third forty days were days 
that Hashem desired Bnei Yisrael and forgave them. He 
agreed to give them the second Luchos.                                                       

We know that there are periods in Jewish history that had a 
certain spiritual significance, and these times have that same 
spiritual significance every year. For example, just as Pesach 
was a time of freedom, so too it is a time when a person can 
find it easier to free himself every year from the clutches of 
the Yetzer Hara. Shevuos, the time when we received the 
Torah, is a time that is auspicious every year for being 
successful in Torah study. Sukkos, “Zman Simchaseinu” – 
“the time of our happiness,” is a time for people to acquire 
happiness in fulfilling the Mitzvos. Elul is a time when people 

can become close to Hashem, and they can rise in the spiritual 
ranks if they try to do so. Moshe Rabeinu appeased Hashem 
during this time to the point that not only did Bnei Yisrael 
avoid punishment, but they even elevated themselves 
spiritually. They became desired by Hashem.            

Practically, what does this mean for us? It means that it is 
easier for a person to be studious regarding Torah study in 
Elul more than during the rest of the year. It is easier to Daven 
well, and have proper concentration during Tefilah. A person 
can increase his Yiras Shamayim and work on his Middos and 
succeed, even though he might have failed, had he tried this 
during a different time of the year. While we must always try 
to improve ourselves in all spiritual areas, it is easier to do so 
and succeed during Elul.              

                    Putting Sefarim Away 

One way to work on improving our good Middos is to put 
Sefarim away after we use them. When a person uses a Sefer 
in a Beis Medrash and does not return it to its proper place, 
there are often good hearted people who do this instead of 
him.        

A person must understand that putting away Sefarim after 
using them is extremely important. First of all, when a Sefer 
is not put away in its proper place, a person who goes to its 
proper place in order to learn from it will be unable to learn 
Torah. This essentially is the equivalent of causing Bitul 
Torah. There is also the element of lack of Kavod Ha’Torah 
for Sefarim that are simply strewn on a table. Accordingly, a 
person can choose whether he will be a person who will 
receive merits for Kavod Ha’Torah and for facilitating Limud 
Ha’Torah by putting away Sefarim after he uses them (and he 
can even elect to do so after others use them), or the opposite 
Chas v’Shalom.      

          The Yearly Day of Judgment 

We are getting closer to Rosh Hashanah, when each person 
will be judged for the upcoming year. I heard Rav Elya 
Lopian zt”l say that a person is often complacent about Rosh 
Hashanah. He thinks that he survived last year, and therefore 
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he will probably survive again this year, more or less in a 
similar fashion.    

However, this type of thought process is clearly mistaken. 
The Raavad, in his comments on the Rambam (Hilchos 
Teshuvah 3:2), states that when the Gemara in Rosh 
Hashanah states that evildoers are judged immediately for 
death, it does not necessarily mean this will happen during 
this year. It can mean that a year was taken off their set 
lifespan. Accordingly, if they were supposed to live until 
one hundred and twenty, they will now live only until one 
hundred and nineteen. This is due to their lack of 
repentance and performance of good deeds. This lessening 
of one’s years can happen to an evildoer many years in a 
row, until he ends up dying much younger than his 
original allotment of years. Accordingly, people can be 
losing life if they are evildoers, and not even realize it! 
This method of judgment should help each person repent 
and improve his deeds before Rosh Hashanah, in order 
that time should not be subtracted from his lifespan each 
year.        

Keeping the Sedarim of the Yeshivah  
It is very well known that the way to succeed in learning in 

Yeshivah is to keep to the Sedarim of the Yeshivah in all 
areas. This includes Davening, learning, and Mussar Seder. 
Even though there are other nice places to Daven, Davening 
in Yeshivah is better than all of them. The Gemara in 
Berachos (6a) clearly states that Davening in a place where 
Torah is learned, has much more potency than Davening in a 
Shul. The Gemara in Berachos (8a) similarly states that 
Abaye, Rebbi Ami, and Rebbi Asi only Davened where they 
learned, and did not Daven in Shuls due to this 
aforementioned Chazal. It is a known and established fact 
that a Yeshivah boy who Davens in Yeshivah is more 
successful than a boy who Davens elsewhere!      

             Thoughts of Tefilah 
Tefilah through thought is positive outside of the regular 

Tefilos of Shacharis, Minchah, and Mariv (and any other 
obligatory Tefilah). Regarding these Tefilos we say that 
thoughts do not have the status of words, and therefore one 
does not fulfill his obligation to Daven these Tefilos by 
thinking the words. However, Hashem hears and listens to 
Tefilos that a person thinks outside of his obligatory Tefilos. 
This is as the Passuk in Tehilim (94:11) states, “Hashem 
knows the thoughts of man.” Similarly, the Passuk in Shmuel 
(I, 16:7) states, “And Hashem will see in the heart.”                                                

 There is an incident that occurred to a person who 
eventually repented. He was searching for meaning in his life, 

but did not understand Judaism. He went to the Kosel and was 
thinking that he would really like to understand how it is that 
Torah is from Hashem, and how Emunah works, and other 
basic topics of belief. Soon after he thought these words, one 
of the people who constantly searches for people who might 
be interested in going to Yeshivas Or Sameach approached 
him, and asked him if he would be interested in attending 
some classes there. He eventually found what he was looking 
for there, and indeed repented. This was the result of his silent 
prayer. 

           Davening for Spirituality  

I have heard from my Rebbi, Rav Dessler zt”l, that there is 
no such thing as a Tefilah to achieve spiritually that is not 
answered by Hashem in some way. If a person wants to 
elevate himself spiritually, and Davens that he should indeed 
become a more spiritual person, he will have a spiritual 
elevation. While the Gemara in Beitzah (16a) states that a 
person’s physical resources for the year are decided every 
Rosh Hashanah, this does not include his spiritual level. One 
can always attain an infinite amount of spirituality if he so 
chooses. The Gemara in Berachos (50a) understands that the 
Passuk, “Widen your mouth and I will fill it.” is referring to 
words of Torah. A person should realize that he can merit 
tremendous amounts of Siyata Dishmaya if he indeeds 
Davens for it and strives for it. This is even effective if he 
only Davens (outside of his three Tefilos a day) in his 
thoughts.               

Rav Yisrael Salanter stated (Igeres 14) that there is an even 
greater strength to this type of spiritual prayer when it is 
regarding the spiritual welfare of the community, and it is 
done together with ten men. For example, when ten people 
Daven and recite chapters of Tehilim, it has a very great 
effect.           

     Hesped on R’ Moshe Chodosh zt”l  

             Rosh Yeshivas Or Elchanan 
The Gemara in Kesuvos (17b) discusses how many people 

are necessary to escort the deceased to his final resting place. 
The Gemara says that we compare the taking away of the soul 
to the giving of the soul. Just as Hashem gave us our soul with 
six hundred thousand people present (at Har Sinai), so too 
when a soul is taken away six hundred thousand people 
should be present. This is for someone who learnt Chumash 
and Mishnah. However, for someone who taught Torah, there 
is no minimum amount.  

The deceased, Rav Moshe Chodosh zt”l, was someone who 
taught a tremendous amount of Torah, and influenced others 
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positively in having good Middos and Yiras Shamayim. He 
had a tremendous positive influence in general in all areas. 

It is therefore clear that regarding his Hesped as well, there 
is no minimum amount to the Kavod Ha’Torah that should be 
displayed. While there is a question in the Gemara in 
Sanhedrin (46b) whether a Hesped is honor for the dead or the 
living, everyone agrees that it is at least partially due to the 
honor for the deceased.  

Kavod Ha’Torah is a very great requirement. I do not have 
the ability to make the public realize how much honor we 
should give to the deceased due to his being a tremendous 
Torah personality.   

The Gemara in Moed Katan (21b) states that when Rebbi 
Akiva’s sons died, almost everyone in Klal Yisrael came to 
give a tremendous Hesped for his sons. Rebbi Akiva stood up 
on a bench and declared, “My brothers, listen! Even though (I 
suffered) the loss of two young boys, I am comforted due to 
the honor you have accorded. You clearly did not come here 
for Akiva. You came here because you said that the Torah of 
Hashem is in his heart, and for that your reward is double. Go 
home in peace.”                                                

This is explained at greater length in Meseches Semachos 
(8:13). Rebbi Akiva said, “Nobody wants to bury their sons. 
However, I know that my sons are going to Olam Haba. This 
is because they gave merit to the masses, and if a person gives 
merit to the masses, he does not cause sin.”               

Rebbi Akiva was comforted because in the merit of his 
sons, there was a tremendous spiritual awakening. Everyone 
in Klal Yisrael showed tremendous Kavod Ha’Torah while 
doing Chesed with the Gadol Ha’Dor. This was a great merit 
for each and every individual in Klal Yisrael. While the sons 
of Rebbi Akiva would have preferred to live, the fact that they 
were the catalyst for such a great amount of spiritual elevation 
shows that they were certainly people who merited entering 
Olam Haba after passing away. This is what comforted Rebbi 
Akiva. There could be no greater sign than this that they were 
now in a much better place. They clearly had a tremendous 
amount of merits in their lifetime in order to have merited 
bringing Klal Yisrael closer to Hashem in their deaths.  

It is clear that a person needs to have merits in order to 
give merits to others. This is implied by the Mishnah in Avos 
(5:18) that states, “Moshe merited, and gave merit to the 
public.” The implication is that first he needed to obtain 
merits in his own right, and only once he had merits, did he 
merit spreading Torah to the masses. Similarly, Rebbi Akiva 
understood from this great Kiddush Hashem that resulted 
from his son’s deaths, that they must have been very great 
people indeed.    

We can apply this thought to the Rosh Yeshivah, Rav 
Moshe Chodosh zt”l, as well. He spread a tremendous amount 
of Torah by being the Rosh Yeshivah, and influencing people 
in Torah, good Middos, and Yiras Shamayim. He even 
established another Yeshivah in Teveryah for the sake of 
Heaven. Everything was done with a smile, and he had a 
radiant countenance. He caused a tremendous amount of merit 
to the masses. Even now he is doing so, as we are learning 
Torah due to him.                   

While we know many of Rav Moshe’s good deeds, there 
are also many that we do not know. The Chovos Ha’Levavos 
(Shar Ha’Bitachon ch.4) writes that a person cannot imagine 
the reward for good deeds done in secret.    

May it be Hashem’s Will that we should all elevate 
ourselves spiritually, and seek to go in the ways of the 
deceased. This would be a tremendous Chesed for the soul of 
the deceased, and a good thing for ourselves as well.  

May we all merit a Kesivah v’Chasimah Tovah, and may 
death be swallowed up forever etc.!                 

Graduation Address to Eighth Graders        
[This Sichah was given in the beginning of Chodesh 

Menachem Av 5776.] 

Let me open by wishing Berachah and Hatzlachah to all of 
the students, their parents, teachers, and all those who help 
make the running of this prestigious Torah institution 
possible, whether with their monetary or physical help.   

I would like to talk to the boys about a few important 
Mitzvos. Firstly, there is a Mitzvah to honor your parents. 
This does not just mean to show them honor by doing things 
such as giving them drinks and other acts of honor. It also 
means not asking parents to buy you items that are not exactly 
necessary. If boys want a luxury item and they cajole and beg 
and eventually convince their parents to buy it for them 
despite their parent’s financial difficulties, this is a lack of 
respect for one’s parents.  

Another important Mitzvah to talk about is finding the 
good in people, and abstaining from speaking Lashon Hara. 
Try to only see the good in other people, and emulate their 
good characteristics. Do not talk unnecessarily about the bad 
traits of others, and it is preferable not to even think about 
them. It is not easy to refrain from speaking Lashon Hara, and 
certainly from thinking it! However, the more one can avoid 
being preoccupied with the bad traits of others, the more he 
will succeed in Torah learning. 

Additionally, it is important to contribute as much as 
possible to an atmosphere of peace amongst students. We 
know that the Gemara in Berachos (12a) states that the group 
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of Kohanim who would leave the Beis Ha’Mikdash on 
Shabbos would bless the group coming in that Hashem should 
bless them that they should have “love, brotherhood, peace, 
and friendship”  amongst them. The Yerushalmi in Nedarim 
(9:4) states, “Love your friend as yourself - This is a great 
rule in the Torah.” This is something that everyone knows, 
but only some practice.  

“Love” refers to loving others. “Brotherhood” refers to a 
greater love, like that between brothers. “Peace” refers to a 
lack of fighting between two parties (even brothers fight 
sometimes, but this is not desirable). “Friendship” is true 
caring about one another, and helping one another gladly in 
anyway possible.                     

A person who generally has these four levels of love with 
people is someone who is a good friend. This is as Rebbi 
Yehoshua states in Avos (2:9), “What is the best way for a 

person to conduct himself? Rebbi Yehoshua says, “Be a good 
friend.”  

A person who is a good friend to others is fulfilling a great 
Mitzvah. He will receive a tremendous amount of reward, and 
he will succeed in his Torah learning!          
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            (This discourse was delivered in Elul 5776.) 
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