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HASHEM’S BOOT CAMP 

וזכרת את כל הדרך אשר הוליכך ד' “ 8:2

אלקיך זה ארבעים שנה במדבר, למען 

ענתך לנסתך לדעת את אשר בלבבך 

 ”התשמר מצותו אם לא

“And you shall remember the entire road on which Hashem, 

your G-d, led you these forty years in the midbar so as to 

afflict you, to test you, to know what is in your heart, whether 

you would observe His commandments or not.”  Why does 

the posuk need to say, “כל” the entire road, when it 

immediately afterwards tells us that it encompasses the forty 

years that Klal Yisroel were in the Midbar?  Additionally, what 

does it mean that Klal Yisroel were in the midbar to “test” 

them to know what was in their heart?  Certainly Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu knew and knows at all times what is in everyone’s 

heart, and therefore there should be no reason to test them.   

 Rashi says on the words, “hatishmor mitzvoso” - 

That you should not test Him, nor should you reflect after 

Him to question the righteousness of His ways.  (One should 

not question the ways of Hashem). Rebbe Yaakov Kanizel 

explains that Rashi is telling us that the meaning of the posuk 

cannot mean that Hakodosh Boruch Hu was testing Klal 

Yisroel to see what was in their hearts, for everything is 

revealed to Hakodosh Boruch Hu, and He knows it all.  

Therefore Rashi explains that the test referenced in the posuk 

refers to Klal Yisroel testing Hakodosh Boruch Hu, that when 

they will have difficulties, they will go to Hashem and ask if 

He can sustain them.  `  

 “One should remember the entire road” – The Ach 

Pri Tevuah explains this phrase that there are many times 

that one does not perform a mitzvah for he fears a loss of 

money, or a loss of his strength.  However, in truth, when one 

chooses to perform a mitzvah, Hakodosh Boruch Hu gives him 

the strength and the money to perform the mitzvah.  When 

Klal Yisroel saw the Mon come down on a daily basis, it was 

then that they had this recognition, that it is all from Hashem. 

The same is true with Eretz Yisroel, when Klal Yisroel heeded 

shemitah.  They saw the amazing brocha that they had the 

other years, when they kept their fields fallow, and heeded 

the laws of shemitah.  “וזכרת את כל הדרך” – Klal Yisroel must 

remember their travels through the midbar, when they were 

sustained by Mon which came on a daily basis.  They did not 

know from one day to the next from where their food would 

come.  They learned to rely on Hakodosh Boruch Hu implicitly 

for all of their needs. Hakodosh Boruch Hu provides for all 

human beings, Jews and non Jews.  However, it is only to Klal 

Yisroel that Hakodosh Boruch Hu wanted them to see this 

miracle, so that it would strengthen their emunah in Him.   

 The Ben Ish Chai asks why the Posuk needs to sa,. 

“all the travels,” when immediately after it says for the forty 

years that Klal Yisroel journeyed through the Midbar?  The 

Torah is coming to teach us a great lesson that we must learn 

both from goodness and punishment.  If one sees goodness 

come upon one who serves Hakodosh Boruch Hu properly, 

one should learn from it that he receives reward in this world 

for it, in addition to the reward put away for him in the next 

world.  Conversely, if one chas v’sholom sees evil befall a 

person who follows the Rotzon Hashem, he should learn from 

that the severity of sin, and that even this person must 

receive the punishment in order to be cleansed of sin.  Know, 

that during the forty years that Klal Yisroel travelled through 

the Midbar that they saw amazing goodness, the likes of 

which had not been seen before, and at the same time also 

saw punishments which were extremely harsh and bitter.  It 

all depended on the actions of Klal Yisroel: were they 

performing actions which brought them closer to Hashem, or 

Chas V’sholom performing actions which created greater 

separation between them and Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  “כל” – 

Klal Yisroel were to learn from everything, the good and the 

bad, that Hakodosh Boruch Hu runs the world, and that the 

choice was theirs; if they wanted to bring themselves close to 

Hashem.   

 When one goes into the army, he is taught all 

matters needed for him to be successful in the army. The 

Nachal Gavim explains that it is there that he is taught how to 

eat, how to handle weapons, how to exercise so that his body 

is in shape, etc…  So too, for one to join the army of Hashem, 

he must be fully prepared.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu took Klal 

Yisroel out of Mitzrayim, and they were going to become the 

army of Hashem.  Klal Yisroel needed to traverse through the 

Midbar for forty years in order to have all the skills and 

knowledge to be proper soldiers in the army of Hashem.  All 

of the “tests” were to strengthen them for their Avodah in 

this world.   

 There are many things that happened to Klal Yisroel 

throughout their journey in the midbar, some good and some 

bad.  Klal Yisroel were accepted into the army of Hashem, and 

they needed all of the tools to be proper soldiers.  They 

needed to see the good and the bad, to know that Hakodosh 

Boruch Hu is doing it all, and even that which appears to be 

bad, is good.  Klal Yisroel need to know that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu is always there with them, and they must always choose 

life, good.  The test is for ourselves, not for Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu.  The test is to let us know that we can rise to the 

challenge, of course with the help of Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  

This was a crucial lesson for Klal Yisroel in their service in the 

army of Hashem.  We must recognize that Hakodosh Boruch 

Hu will help us if we work on it, but we must take test after 

test – keep growing from each test, keep rising to the 

challenge, and thereby raising our level of Ruchniyos. May we 

be zoche to be true soldiers in the army of Hashem.  


