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 לאה בת שלום יהודה
        Man And Woman- The Differences 

1) Regarding the Shidduch of Yitzchak and Rivka, 
Lavan says 1

 can’t say good or bad ;לא נוכל לדבר טוב או רע
about it. It is understandable not to talk bad about it but 
why not good?  

2) Why is the Bracha given to a Chosson and 
Kallah to build a בית נאמן בישראל. Why not a house of 
Chesed, Torah or the like?  

 

A husband and wife may have many differences.2 
These differences can complete them or be a cause of 
discord. Sameness is not oneness, uniformity is not 
united. Unity is complementariness.  Indeed, נשואין is from 
the word נשא– to lift, to elevate since the purpose of 
marriage is to raise us to the next level. נשואין is also 
rooted in the term נשא- to bear, tolerate (as in3  נושא בעול

 since we must bear our spouse in the things we (עם חבירו
differ in. The phrase טובים השנים מן האחד; two are better 
than one,4 can also be translated that at times two 
people getting along nicely is because one is tolerant5 
and forgiving.6  

 

The Netziv explains נאמן means one who has the 
power to act but doesn’t as it says in regard to Moshe7 

נאמן הואבכל ביתי  ; in my entire house, he is the trusted one. 
Moshe knew the name of Hashem (שם המפורש) that 
created the heavens and the earth, yet he didn’t abuse it. 
This can be compared to one who has the key to a safe 
containing 100,000$ and can open it but doesn’t. That is 
referred to as נאמן. The same applies regarding a husband 
and wife. They each know what makes their spouse tick.8 
They have the key to destroy the life of their spouse. The 
Bracha to build a בית נאמן בישראל is that they shouldn’t. 
Marriage requires work. Just as a building is not built in 
one day since it requires bricks, windows and the like, 
similarly marriage is not built in one day. This is why it is 
referred to as a בנין עדי עד; a building for eternity.  

                                                           
1 24:50 
2 See Rabbanu Bechaye (Chayei Sarah 24:3) that one should marry his 
relatives just like we find by Avraham (24:4) and Amram (Shemos 2:1), 
since it increases peace.  
3 Avos 6:6 
4 Koheles 4:9. The adage goes, “Men may be from mars and women 
from Venus but the goal is to make it work on earth.” 
5 Chazal say ...כל הגדול מחבירו; whoever is greater than his friend also has 
a greater Yetzer Hara than him (Succa 52a). This can also be understood 
in the following way: if one is greater (כל הגדול) it is because of his friend 
 meaning since he works on his character traits in dealing with ,(מחבירו)
others’ different personalities. יצרו גדול הימנו- if one has a stronger Yezer 
Hara, it is because of himself (הימנו), meaning he needs to improve 
himself more.    
6 “Before you find your other half, first find your first half.” Likewise, 
“Before you look for the right one, be the right one.” 
7 Netziv in Haamek Davar, Beeholoscha, 12:7. There is an expression, 
“Real power is when you have the ability to act but don’t.” 
8 The saying goes, “Marriage is an institution where a man loses his 
bachelor’s degree and a woman gets her masters.” 

 

People may complain about the differences 
between them and their spouse. However, this is an 
essential component for marriage. For example, one may 
complain his wife spends too much money. This may 
actually be necessary since if one is frugal there may be 
no food in the house. However, if they are both heavy 
spenders there may be no money in the house.9 This is 
just as a battery has a positive and a negative terminal. In 
this light we can comprehend עזר כנגדו; a helper 
corresponding to him- to be an עזר, it must be 10.כנגדו We 
need to keep with the motto, “It’s not in the way, it is the 
way.” This is similar to a puzzle in that the piece that 
connects to its counterpart interlocks. Likewise, since our 
spouse is our other half, we need opposite traits for us to 
be the perfect match. Now we can appreciate why a 
Shidduch is11 מה' יצא הדבר.  
 

The characteristic of Avraham is חסד; kindness as 
it says 12.חסד לאברהם His wife Sarah represents the 
opposite- דין; strict judgement, as she is the one who sent 
away Hagar and Yishmael.13 These two traits do not have 
to be a cause of friction in marriage rather they can work 
harmoniously together as we say ומקבלין דין מן דין; to 
receive from one another.14 Their son Yitzchak personifies 
the trait of דין whereas Rivka embodies חסד

15 as we see 
the חסד she did with the camels.16 We see this many times 
as we may wonder how did this couple get married: he is 
quiet while she is talkative, he is shy and she is outgoing, 
he is strict whereas she is easygoing, he is organized and 
structured but she is not.17  

 

Now we can understand לא נוכל לדבר טוב או רע: 
sometimes what we think is bad is actually good and 
what we think is good is really bad.18 Lavan was afraid to 

                                                           
9 Chasam Sofer, Chayei Sarah, s.v. לא נוכל. 
10 Breishis 2:18. Indeed, עזר כנגדו has a Gematria of 360. This is the same 
as קר וחום; cold and hot- opposites.   
11 Breishis 24:50 
12 Micha 7:20 
13 Breishis 21:10 
14 In ובא לציון 
15 This sequence is also apparent regarding Yaakov. R’ Yonasan Eibeshitz 
(Tiferes Yonasan, Vayeitzei 29:9) explains why רחל was pasturing the 
sheep. Lavan knew that the characteristics of a husband and wife need 
to complement each other. Since Leah was intended for Esav who was 
an איש שדה and she was was an עקרת הבית, their traits were perfect for 
each other. Yaakov however was an איש תם יושב אוהלים and thus needed 
someone with the opposite quality. This was רחל who was out in the 
field (in the end Yaakov also married Leah, since Lavan couldn’t change 
her nature which was to be out as it says ותצא לאה [see Breishis 34:1, 
Rashi]. Consequently, Leah was also a good Shidduch for Yaakov.).   
16 Chayei Sarah 24:20. The Rokeach comments that גמל (Breishis 24) 
refers to ות חסדיםגמיל . Parenthetically, sometimes differences are great 
whereas at other times similarities are. Moshe who was lofty lived a 
heavenly existence on earth- כימי השמים על הארץ (Devarim 11:21)- 
separated from his wife as well as not  eating or drinking for 40 days 
and the like. That is the kind of woman he married- צפורה which is from 
the word צפור (R’ Bachayei, Shemos 2:21), a bird which flies above the 
natural world (see Sanhedrin 91a and Moed Katan 16b). 
17 One reason it is called נשואין (from נשא; to lift) is because each spouse 
is supposed to elevate and uplift the other through complementing 
each other.   
18 In a similar vein, R’ Shamshon Rafael Hirsh comments on (Avos 4:19) 
 it is not in our power to explain the tranquility ;אין בידינו לא משלות רשעים...
of the wicked or the suffering of the righteous, that we don’t know if 
what befalls them is good or bad.  
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say good because maybe for Yitzchak that is bad. We 
should all merit to build a  בישראלבית נאמן . 
************************************************
               Death Through Attachment  

Rashi19 tells us that when Sarah heard about the 
Akaida, her Neshama flew out from her and she died. This 
is why the section of the Akaida and the death of Sarah 
are next to each other. Sarah was on a level we can’t 
imagine. How is it possible that when she heard about 
the Akaida which was the will of Hashem, she died? R’ 
Akiva who lived generations later said as he was being 
combed to death that he was waiting for the moment to 
fulfill בכל נפשך; to love Hashem with all your soul.20   
  

When Sarah heard about the Akaida she died 
amidst that 21;דביקות attachment to Hashem.22 This is the 
meaning in ותמת שרה בקרית ארבע היא חברון (she died in 
Kiryas Arba which is Chevron)- she died in Kiryas Arbah 
and חברון stems from the term חיבור; connection. She died 
with such attachment to Hashem. Another allusion to this 
is in  ארבעקרית - 23

מיקתאעירא במא ריגרא א ; high roof, low pit- 
as she was on such a high level at the time of her death. 
The Chasam Sofer translates the words of Avraham גר

ותושב אנכי עמכם
24 : Avraham was saying the praise of Sarah 
that she died because of her דביקות from the Simcha of 
the news of the Akaida whereas I am left here as a  גר

  .and didn’t merit that ותושב
 

When Sarah heard about the Akaida, פרחה נשמתה; 
her Neshama flew out of her. A deeper explanation is 
that פרחה is from the word פרח; flower, to blossom.25 

                                                           
19 Breishis 23:2 
20 Brachos 61b. The Sefer Amud Havoda (דרוש העבודה) from R’ 
Baruch Kassover relates the following incredible story: A man 
was killed 'על קידוש ה in a horrible manner (through inserting a 
piece of wood throughout his body in which his intestines were 
punctured) after being accused of a blood libel. This occurred 
on Friday. That entire week he fasted. Before he was killed, he 
was singing שירות ותשבחות; songs and praises with tremendous 
love. When he was asked if he feels any pain he responded 
didn’t until he was just asked now. This was because his 
thoughts were so connected with great love to Hashem and 
from the abundant happiness in the delight of his soul that 
would soon be in Gan Eden. The cause of his death was not 
through being killed rather it was through such attachment to 
Hashem as he got so connected that he stayed there. However, 
to the non-Jews it appeared that he was killed through the 
gruesome death (See Shir Hashirim Rabba 7:2. Taamai 
Haminhagim, pg 163).  
21 Sarah was on a level that we can’t even imagine. When Avraham and 
Yitzchak went to the Akaida, they were so attached to Hashem. But 
then the Pasuk says ונשובה אליכם; we will return (22:5). This refers to after 
the Akaida (see Rashi), when Yitzchak wasn’t slaughtered. So, this 
shows a certain detachment from the level of connection to Hashem. 
This is in contrast to Sarah in that when she heard about the Akaida, she 
died amidst that attachment to Hashem. 
22 In the Beis Midrash of R’ Moshe Kobriner (1784-1858), 
Chassidim fainted before the word נשמת due to their התלהבות; 
passion and השתפכות הנפש; pouring out of their soul. Not only 
that, but there were people that were appointed to awaken 
those who fainted! (יהי אור, pg 231). 
23 Term from Megila 7 
24 Chasam Sofer on the Torah, Chayei Sarah, s.v.תקפו ,גר ותושב. Breishis 
23:4 
25 As in Breishis 40:10, Rashi. The Gemara tells (Brachos 61b) us R’ Akiva 
died by the word אחד in Shema while being combed to death. R’ Tzadok 
as well as the Riziner explain (brought in Ohr Gedayahu, Acharei Mos) 

Sarah wanted the type of son who would be totally 
dedicated to Hashem with every limb of his body. When 
she heard that Yitzchak went to the Akaida, she now felt 
her mission was complete- blossomed to its perfection- 
and consequently she died.26 The Parsha opens up  ויהיו חיי

 .is 37. Yitzchak was 37 at the Akaida ויהיו The sum of .שרה
 these were the years of Sarah- the years she -ויהיו חיי שרה
truly lived since she raised such a son that at 37 went to 
the Akaida.27  
************************************************ 
                Efron And The 400 Shekalim 

Rashi28 tells us that Efron spoke a lot but he 
didn’t even do a little. He originally offered the  מערת

 as a gift29 and later accepted 400 Shekalim for it, a המכפלה
tremendous sum of money. For this reason, his name is 
spelled עפרן, missing a ו, when Avraham was buying it 
from him.30 Is it any coincidence the name עפרן has a 
numerical value of 400. The Midrash31 tells us Efron had 
an עין רע. Is it any surprise that עפרן shares the same 
Gematria as עין רע. Indeed, עפרן is rooted in the term עפר; 
dirt, symbolizing his lowliness. His name, 32

 ,עפרן בן צחר
contain the initials בצע; profit.33 This is what Efron desired. 
Although Efron said ביני וביניך מה היא

34 ; what is 400 
Shekalim between me and you, he wanted the money. 
Taking these words literally, what is the middle letter 
 And the middle letter .ר ?עפרון of (between me -ביני)
 is 200. 200 and 200 ר The Gematria of .ר ?אברהם of (וביניך)
is 400, alluding to the 400 Shekalim.  
    

The Chida points out the following on the 
words עבר לסחר

35  (negotiable currency):  עבר  means to 
precede as in עובר לעשייתן. If we take the letters prior to 
 ,נ is a ס before -(damage) נזק we arrive at the word סחר
before a ח is a ז and before a ר is a ק. Furthermore, סחר is 
comprised of the same letters as חסר; lacking. Efron 
damaged himself (נזק) in that he lost out (חסר) and is now 
remembered as a greedy person.36 Let us ask how do we 
conduct ourselves with money- resembling Avraham or 
Efron. 

                                                                                                  
that it says וחי בהם meaning not to die. So, R’ Akiva only got up to that 
point until now when reciting Shema. But now that he would die either 
way because of being combed to death, he can die for the MItzvos. 
Hence, his Neshama left him by אחד and didn’t die from the combs. 
26 Here are some other interpretations: Rashi says when she heard 
about the Akaida and Yitzchak almost died, her Neshama flew out of 
her. Since she heard that he was almost slaughtered but wasn’t, she 
died as she wanted him to be slaughtered. Another explanation is that 
since he wasn’t slaughtered, she felt she would be the Korbon. 
Consequently, she then died. 
27 The Daas Zekanim remarks that one without children is like one who is 
dead. Being that Sarah gave birth at 90, this was 37 years before her 
death. This is the meaning in ויהיו חיי שרה; this was the life of Sarah, as 
 .has a Gematria of 37 ויהיו
28 Breishis 23:16 
29 23:11 
30 The Gemara (Baba Basra 9b) says that one who gives a פרוטה to a poor 
person gets 6 Brachos. Since Efron was the antithesis of that, he is 
missing a ו, which has a numerical value 6. 
31 Breishis Rabba 58:7 
32 23:8 
33 as in מה בצע בדמי (Tehilim 30). 
34 23:15 
35 Toras Hachida, Chayei Sarah. 23:16 
36 Additionally, סחר being the same letters as חסר; lacking, hints to that 
he was someone lacking integrity as we see from this episode. 


