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This week’s Parsha begins with a sense of national eu-
phoria and excitement as the Shivas yimei Miluim, seven 

inaugural days, of the Mishkan had drawn to a close and the 
Kohanim were to be consecrated and assume their permanent 
role as priests of the temple, and Klal Yisroel, on this eighth 
and final day.  

After completing his first day of sacrificial service, Aha-
ron Hakohen joyously goes out to bless the nation with the 
priestly blessing of Birchas Kohanim for the first time. If you 
were to look further on in the parsha you would see that in the 
very next Pasuk he blesses everyone for a second time. Look 
a little more and you will see a curious thing; for some unex-
plained reason both Moshe and Aharon enter into the Ohel 
Moed, the tent of meeting, in between the two blessings and 
then, just as abruptly, they exit from there. It was only then 
that Aharon blesses the people for a second time. 

Why did Aharon and Moshe enter the the ohel moed at 
this point, immediately in between the two berachos? 

Rashi offers a series of explanations. In one of them he 
cites a sifri which tells us that Moshe was teaching Aharon 
about the procedure of the Ketores, incense, that was to be 
burned on the inner alter.

However, if you were to think about it, the timing and 
placement of this lesson seems a little strange.  Here they 
were, sacrifices finished for the day, Aharon was in middle of 
blessing a nation, and now Moshe is pulling Aharon into the 
Ohel Moed to teach him about the Ketores procedure. Why? 
Why was it specifically at this point in time, smack in middle 
of the Berachos, that Moshe felt a need to teach Aharon about 
the burning the incense? 

Rav Yosef Nechemia Kornitzer answers by way of a Mish-
neh in Pirkei Avos, a Mishneh in which Ben Azzai conveys an 
essential lesson for all of us.  “Al tehi baz l’chol adam”- Do 
not be scornful of any person. Never disregard another per-
son. Do not denigrate him and do not embarrass him. Always 
show respect and sensitivity to other people, for one never 
know when and how one will encounter that person again. 
One better treat anothe well no matter what you think of that 
person today, because he very well might be different tomor-
row. This is Ben Azzai’s pragmatic lesson of Jewish unity.  

The Gemarah in Kerisus (6b) echoes this very sentiment 
and tells us that, in fact, this is one of the messages of the 
ketores. The ketores had within it eleven separate ingredients. 
Most of the ingredients were of the pleasant smelling kind and 
had a wonderful aroma; however, one of the spices listed was 
chelbona which had foul smelling aroma. The sages teach that 
the reason the Torah included this foul smelling spice in the 

ketores was because the Ketores represents the idea of Jewish 
unity. There are all types of Jews in this world; there are those 
that do well in the eyes of God and those that stray. How-
ever, the lesson that should be understood from the ketores 
is that although we may seem different, may look different 
and may act differently, we are still one family and one na-
tion. We therefore add the chelbina to the ketores to teach 
us that everyone is part of the same family and never should 
we push anyone away just because we find something in him 
that doesn’t fit our ideal description of a Jew. Yes, he may 
have had a setback or two, but he is also our brother. Don’t be 
scornful of him, don’t disdain him, and never ever push him 
away.  

Rav Kornitzer points us to a Pasuk in the very last Par-
sha of the Torah. Moshe Rabbeinu was about to take leave of 
Klal Yisroel and he was blessing each tribe according their 
character and disposition. When Moshe was blessing the tribe 
of Levi, the tribe that includes the Kohanim, he tells them 
“Yoru Mishpatechah L’yaakov, V’Toraschah L’yisroel, Yas-
imu ketorah b’apechah, v’kolil al mizbichechah”- they shall 
teach your laws to Jacob and your Torah to Israel, they shall 
place incense before your presence and burnt offerings on 
your alter.”  The Ohr Hachaim writes that within this bless-
ing Moshe was telling them that the Kohanim were to be the 
teachers to all of klal yisroel. Every single Jew was to be put 
under the educational wing of shevet Levi. 

When was this responsibility placed on the Kohanim? In 
this week’s parsha, 

When they consecrated as the priests of the nation, they 
were now the educators of all of Klal Yisroel and an educator 
has to know how to be inclusive. Inclusive of all types, all 
personas and all varients, no matter whom they are. 

Aharon had to exemplify the pasuk of “Yoru Mishpat-
echah l’yaakov, V’Toraschah L’yisroel -a teacher of your 
laws to Jacob, and an educator of Torah to Klal Yisroel”-, 
and that has to be done without distinguishing between one 
section of Jewry and another. 

The Kohanim were especially cut out for this position as 
they were, “Yasimu ketorah b’apechah- they place incense 
before your presence.” They were involved in the Ketores of-
fering and, as such, were reminded of this lesson each and 
every day. 

As Aharon Hakohen was embarking on a new role in Is-
rael and was giving a Berachah to Klal Yisroel Moshe real-
izes that it was vital at this time to inform Aharon just how 
imperative it is for him to understand his unique role in the 
Jewish nation. 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt  Rosh Kollel 

THE KOHEN’S MISSION
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Q: May one eat or derive any benefit from chometz that 
was owned by a Jew over Pesach?

A: If the chometz was not properly disposed of (i.e. burned) 
and was still under the ownership of a Jew (i.e. was not 
sold to a gentile) then one would not be permitted to have 
any ha’nah/benefit from those items.1 This is colloquially 
referred to as “chometz sh’evar alav HaPesach” (chometz 
that was kept over Pesach) and was decreed as a penalty for 
failure to properly rid oneself of the chometz.

Q: What is the nature of this prohibition and how long 
does it remain on the food?

A: Although biblically speaking, any “Jewish chometz” is 
permitted to be eaten as soon as Pesach is over, the rab-
banon made a decree that remains on the chometz forever.2

Q: What should one be cautious about when looking to 
purchase chometz after Pesach?

A: Because of the severity of this decree3 one has to be 
somewhat restrained where one does his post Pesach shop-
ping. If one purchases all of his chometz products from a 
Jewish supermarket then one need not be concerned as one 
may assume that all of the chometz was sold over Pesach.4 

The real issue is applicable to those who shop at major 
chain stores (i.e. Path mark, Shop Rite, Price Choppers, 
Waldbaums etc.)

Q: What would be the possible issues that may arise 
from purchasing products from a chain store?

A: If the majority owner of these stores are Jewish,5 or even 
if they are minority owners but are managed by Jews who 
make the policies,6 and they don’t sell their chometz to a 
non-Jew then one may not purchase any of the chometz that 
was in that store over Pesach. The fact that these items re-
main prohibited forever makes this all the more difficult to 
deal with.

Q: Is there any way to circumvent this issue and allow 
one to buy cereals, breads, cookies, etc. from the above 
mentioned stores?

A: The problem is that these stores are open throughout 
Pesach and no Rabbi will be able to convince a major chain 
of supermarkets to cover up all their chometz sections and 
hold back sales for an entire week. This is highly impracti-
cal as well as financially detrimental to a store of whose ma-
jority customer population are non-Jews. R’ Moshe Fein-
stein zt”l,7 in addressing the question of whether or not one 

HALACHIC PERSPECTIVES: CHOMETZ SH’AVER ALAV HAPESACH 
R’ Heshy Kahan|Chaver HaKollel

He is the teacher of Torah and an educator to the masses. 
He is also a Kohen who has the power to bless. Look at the 
Ketores, see its lesson; maybe one day you will see a Jew that 
you feel has flaws, maybe he is someone who you feel doesn’t 
belong; perhaps, you’ll want to exclude him as he was some-
one who has done wrong. 

Moshe Rabbeinu was telling Aharon to learn from the Ke-
tores, from the inclusion of chelbona and all. Always include, 
always bring close and always bless with an open mind. That 
is why they went into the ohel moed – to learn this fundamen-
tal lesson of the ketores and then Aharon went out and contin-
ued to bless the nation.

There weren’t many who have had the ability, patience, 
nor the breadth of understanding to be a leader or educator of 
generations as the legendary Rav Avraham Yaakov HaKohen 
Pam. To say that he fit the paradigm of a Rebbe par excellance 
would also be an understatment. 

Recently I perused his biography and while there were a 
plethora of stories, one stood out. These were the words of a 
student of his from the 1970’s. “I was not really “into learn-
ing” when I was in Rav Pam’s class. Nevertheless, he fulfilled 
his responsibilities towards me as he did with every other stu-
dent in the class. Even though I wasn’t the typical ‘Torah Vo-
daas Boy’ and my diligence lapsed, rav Pam arranged for an 
older boy to learn with me and many years later I discovered 
that Rav Pam himself had paid that fellow to learn with me- 
from his own money!” 

Story after story, all confirmed and true, was Rav Pam’s 
life of steering generations of students, inspiring them and 
caring for them. For 63 years he taught and led, carefully 
building people who would in turn become some of the fore-
most Torah personalities of today. But he also truly cared for 
each and every person he spoke to, every Jew whom he en-
countered and each Jew in Klal Yisroel. 

R’ Akiva Eisenstadt
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may buy chometz from Waldbaums8 after Pesach suggested 
the following:

It should be arranged with the owners of these stores to 
sell all of their chometz to a non-Jew prior to Pesach even 
though they will be doing business with that very same 
chometz. This results in a two fold advantage

1. All the chometz, that was in the store prior to Pesach 
is not prohibited because of chometz sh’evar alav 
HaPesach (as it is halachically not owned by the 
Jewish owner of the chain store as it was sold)

2. The owners themselves are not transgressing the is-
sur of owning chometz on Pesach (b’al yira’eh ubal 
y’motzai), which they ordinarily would have been 
violating countless times with all of the hundreds of 
chometz products that they ordinarily own.

Q: If the non-Jew owns this chometz then how is it possi-
ble for the Jewish owners to do business with these items 
by selling these products over Pesach?

A: R’ Moshe mentions that should the store owners sell any 
of this chometz over Pesach (which a chain store open over 
Pesach will invariably end up doing) they would be stealing 
from the non-Jew. As the chometz in his store for all intents 
and purpose belongs to the non-Jew who they sold it to. 
Although stealing from a non-Jew is not permitted, it would 
be worthy to institute such a sale as this way the kosher 
customers may purchase any item that they desire imme-
diately following Pesach as it was “goyish chometz” over 
Pesach.9 Additionally the Jewish store owner will be able to 
avoid transgressing the prohibition of owning chometz over 
Pesach many hundreds, if not thousands of times.

Q: Although R’ Moshe permitted, and in  fact encour-
aged the Rabbanim to make such a sale, why was it writ-
ten in the same teshuva that no sign should be put up 
about any “mechiras chometz” that took place?

A: While this dynamic may prevent one from buying 
chometz sh’evar alav HaPesach, as well as save the owner 
from many issurim, there are still two major concerns that 
one must be aware of: 

1) While this sale would include any chometz there 

prior to Pesach it would not include any chometz 
products arriving there on Pesach.10 Since it is dif-
ficult to figure out the turnover rate of each individ-
ual product,11 some Rabbonim propose waiting until 
Lag B’omer12 until all possible “Jewish chometz” 
has been sold out and all of the available products 
are to be considered chometz that was made after 
Pesach.

2) Although the chometz in the store may have been 
turned over by Lag B’omer there is till a concern 
that chometz that existed in the jurisdiction of the 
wholesalers (where some of the chometz was on 
Pesach) were not sold properly as well, hence creat-
ing the same issue, but this time for the distributor. 
Since many of the large wholesalers are owned and/
or operated by Jews (three of the main distributors 
in the United States, Wakefurn,13 C&S14 and Man-
hattan Beer,15 are all Jewish owned) this is a serious 
concern.16 One should either try to find out if the 
distributor of that particular store sold the chometz 
using the Psak of R’ Moshe mentioned above. 

Q: In the event that one is not able to discern whether 
or not the desired chometz product was sold over Pesach 
(no one in management can pinpoint which distributor 
it came from etc.), what would be the preferred plan of 
action?

 A: By merely purchasing chometz (including all whiskey 
and beer) for the next few weeks from a “frum” store one 
will in essence be buying only chometz that was definitely 
sold over Yom Tov. If even that is not an option,17  and one 
is not able to figure out where the product originated from it 
is a safek d’rabbonon (a rabbinic decree that one is unsure 
about) on something that is iy efsher l’berurai (impossible 
to clarify) and one may purchase such items.

 Q: Are there any products that one need not ever be 
concerned about with purchasing after Pesach?

A: While the rabbanon decreed that one may not use chometz 
that was Jewish owned over Pesach, the g’zaira does not 
apply to kitniyos. Therefore, all soda, cereals made with 
cornflour,18 and all other legumes are permitted to be pur-
chased wherever one desires without any halachic concerns. 
Additionally, while certain items such as ketchup, mustard 
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and pickles have vinegar in them which is an ingredient that 
may be derived from grain, most of the vinegar in the united 
states19 is derived from corn and one can assume that this 
product came from that majority.20 

FOOTNOTES
1. S.A. 448:3
2. See M.B. 448:3,5
3. Many issuray d’rabbanon such as chalav akum, bishul akum, 

pas akum etc. one is permitted to benefit from as opposed to 
chometz sh’aver alav HaPesach where even ha’nah is prohib-
ited

4. This is assuming that the owner of this particular shop can be 
trusted to do what is halachicaly required

5. Minchas Yitzchok:8
6. Igros Moshe E.H. 1:7
7. Igros Moshe O.C. 1:149, 2:91
8. At the time the teshuva was written Waldbaum’s was still 

owned by Julia Waldbaum, a Jewish woman
9. This was in fact the practice of R’ Teitz zt”l of Elizabeth N.J. 

To go over to many irreligious store owners prior to pesach to 
facilitate such a sale

10. Since the supermarket is open throughout Chol Hamoed and 
the actual days of  Yom Tov this is not too hard to imagine

11. As certain products such as Cheerios are made on a daily 
basis while other cereals such as Golden Crisp is only made 
twice a year, it would therefore be difficult to gage exactly how 

long each product takes to turnover
12. While the wait used to be until shevuos, Rabbi Luban Shlita 

of the OU mentions that due to the higher turnover rate that 
exists within the chain supermarkets nowadays, merely wait-
ing until Lag B’omer would suffice. R’ Doniel Yehuda Neud-
tadt Shlita holds that even waiting merely 2 weeks would be 
enough

13. R’ Beck Shlita does the mechira for the Shop-rite store on Mc-
Donald as well as for the entire Wakefurn distribution com-
pany

14. R’ Teitz  Shlita does the mechira for C & S
15. As far as my knowledge goes Manhattan Beer does not do a 

mechira
16. One of Waldbaum’s main distributors is C & S and almost 

all Shop Rite’s receive distribution from Wakefurn, so even if 
the owners are gentiles the Jewish owned distributors need a 
mechira just as well

17. Such as for people living out of town where Jewish markets 
are not yet in existence

18. Many of the “sugar” cereals such as Honeycombs, Fruity Peb-
bles even Cookie Crisp etc. use mostly corn flour. However, 
since many times there is a mixture of wheat flour as well one 
should check each item before purchasing.

19. As opposed to the vinegar used in products that were import-
ed from European countries which mostly use vinegar that 
came from grains

20. Said over from R’ Yisroel Belsky zt”l 

The Jewish firstborns were in danger of being struck just 
as the Egyptian firstborns would be. Hashem, however, 

saw the blood of the pesach offering on the doorposts and 
passed over the Jewish homes. It is with this that we end the 
magid portion of the hagadda: “Pesach al shum mah? On 
account of Hashem passing over…” It is also on account of 
this that our firstborns are sanctified. And the fast of the first-
borns was also instituted because of this great miracle. Abar-
banel asks an obvious question. What was the great miracle 
and what was the great danger in which the Jewish firstborns 
found themselves? Why should they have been killed? What 
did they do wrong? It was the Egyptians making the trouble, 
not the Jewish people! Moreover, every makka affected the 
Egyptians and not the Jews, so what is special about the fact 

that makkas bechoros affected the Egyptians and not the Jew-
ish people? 

The Tzlach (derashah 42) answers that makkas bechoros 
had a different purpose than the other makkos. “And among all 
the gods of Egypt I shall execute judgements, I am Hashem” 
(Shemos 12:12). Chazal tell us that the idols of the Egyptians 
were destroyed along with the firstborns. Wooden ones rotted 
and metal ones melted. With the first 9 makkos, Hashem had 
physically destroyed Egypt. In makkas bechoros, Hashem 
went after their gods. And among all the gods of Egypt I shall 
execute judgements, I am Hashem. The lamb was the idol of 
the Egyptians. The lamb represented mazal t’leh, the constel-
lation Aries (the ram), which is the first – the bechor - of 
the 12 Zodiacal Constellations. Tzlach says that the Egyptians 

Rabbi Avraham Greenwald
PARSHAS SHMINI
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revered the firstborn as a deity, as a reflection of their rever-
ence for the first and head of the constellations. In this makka, 
Hashem would demonstrate that He is the only Hashem. He 
would destroy their idols and also their firstborns. But the 
Jews had been influenced by Egyptian culture. They too re-
vered the firstborn. They too served avodah zarah. And there-
fore the Jewish firstborns were also in danger. When the Jews 
took the Egyptian god and sacrificed it before Hashem they 
demonstrated that they were attempting to pull away from 
the Egyptian influence. And Hashem therefore had mercy 
and passed over the Jewish firstborns. Of course, the other 
makkos affected only the Egyptian aggressors, but makkas 
bechoros affected the deities of Egypt. And yet Hashem had 
mercy on us and accepted our teshuvah when we demon-
strated our allegiance to Him and realized that Hashem is the 
only Power. Tzlach says that although today we do not revere 
the lamb, we do revere other deities, such as money. As we 
still hold onto Pesach and count towards Shevuos, we should 
strengthen our belief in the One and Only Power, Hashem.

Yerushalmi tells us that when Pharaoh chased the Jewish 
people out of Egypt, he exclaimed “You are no longer avdei 
Paroh, slaves of Pharaoh, rather you are now avdei Hash-
em.” Chazal are teaching us how to view Yetzias Mitzrayim. 
They are teaching us what being chased out of Mitzrayim 
meant. When we were chased out, and when we annually re-
live that Exodus on Pesach night, we became avdei Hashem. 
We were no longer serving Pharaoh and all he and his country 
stood for. We had become avdei Hashem. What is an eved 
Hashem? Radak (beginning of Yehoshua) explains: One who 
directs all his strength, intent, and attention to Hashem and 
serves Hashem even while he is dealing in mundane matters 
is a servant of Hashem, just as a servant is on duty 24/7. 
When we think there are other powers and rely on other pow-
ers aside from Hashem, then we serve those powers as well. 
But when we come to the realization, as we did at makkas 
bechoros, that Hashem is the only Power, then we serve noth-
ing else but Him; we do not serve our bosses, our money, or 
even ourselves. Rather, we direct all our attention and actions 
towards Hashem.

This idea is found in Parshas Shemini as well. After the 
Yidden had performed all they had to do with regard to the 
Mishkan, Moshe said (9:6): This is the matter that Hashem 
has commanded you to do and the glory of Hashem will 
appear to you. This is a very difficult passuk. The Yidden 
had already performed all they had to do. What is the mat-
ter that Hashem has commanded?! Toras Kohanim (partially 
cited by Targum Yonason) explains: Remove the Yetzer hara 

from yourselves and serve Hashem as one...; just as He is One 
(yechidi ba’olam), so should your service be single-minded 
before Him, as it says in the pasuk… And why is this so? 
For he is the Power of all powers and the Master of all mas-
ters (ad kaan). What is the meaning of this Toras Kohanim? 
Sifsei Chaim brings Chasam Sofer (Siddur, on Shema), who 
discusses how the pasuk Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu 
Hashem Echad demonstrates kabbals ol malchus shamayim. 
Chasam Sofer brings the following from Chovos HaLevavos 
(Shaar HaYichud, ch. 10): Belief in any other power, even 
in a subtle way and in a manner that is not polytheistic, is a 
form of shituf – association (with Hashem). He goes on to say 
that even one who follows the dictates of his physical desires 
commits a subtle form of shituf, for he is serving not only 
Hashem, but also his own body. Indeed, the Gemara (Shabbos 
105b) says concerning the verse You should not have within 
you foreign gods, that this refers to the evil inclination that 
is within you. Chasam Sofer says that when we say Hashem 
Echad, we are not just declaring that Hashem is One. Rather 
we are declaring our single-minded devotion to Him. We are 
declaring that He is One in relation to our service to Him; all 
we do is designated and channeled towards Hashem. This, 
says Sifsei Chaim, is what the Toras Kohanim means: Since 
Hashem is the only Power, we must serve nothing else but 
Him, and even channel our physical desires towards Him. 
Moshe therefore told the people: Yes, you built the Mishkan, 
but you will experience true glory of Hashem if you live a life 
dedicated solely to Hashem.

Sifsei Chaim continues with the words of the Chofetz 
Chaim (on Toras Kohanim): “The meaning of single-minded 
service mentioned in Toras Kohanim is that all we do should 
be channeled towards Hashem. For, in fact, after a bit of 
thought, one will realize that he can fulfill Hashem’s will 
with every [physical] action that he performs. For example, 
when one eats, he can have in mind that he is fulfilling the 
command to safeguard one’s health. Every morning when we 
go to work, we can think that I am working an entire day, so 
that I can pay tuition, support my wife and children, and pay 
up my debts. These are all mitzvos. And if we channel these 
everyday activities towards Hashem, we are actually doing 
mitzvos an entire day.” We are serving only Hashem and not 
ourselves. This, says the Chofetz Chaim, is perhaps the mean-
ing of the pasuk we cited above: Zeh hadavar asher tzivah 
Hashem taasu, This is the matter that Hashem has command-
ed you to do. This matter that I am contemplating performing, 
if it can be channeled towards Hashem, if it can be that which 
Hashem commanded, then taasu, go ahead and do it. 
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WEEKLY INSIGHTS
R’ Aharon Finkelstein  Chaver HaKollel

Count Valentine Pototzki was groomed from a young 
age to become a Catholic priest. Everything was going 

according to plan until one day, the story goes, he walked 
into a wine shop where he saw an old Jew hunched over a 
large book. This old Jew was totally absorbed, unable to be 
released from the spell of the holy printed words before him. 
This was the Count’s first encounter with the magnetism of 
Torah learning and it intrigued and piqued his interest. He, 
being from a well do family, had the luxury of being able 
to follow his curiosity, leaving his seminary and hiding in 
a small Jewish suburb of Vilna, where he devoted time to 
understanding more about Judaism. He became hooked and 
converted. He subsequently studied Torah day and night 
developed in his learning and eventually becoming the 
famed Ger Tzedek, Avraham ben Avraham. Ultimately the 
Polish government, which set out to find the missing Count, 
discovered his whereabouts and had him transferred to Vilna 
to be punished with death for the heinous crime of converting 
to Judaism. The legend of the story goes that right before he 
was executed; the guards overseeing him began to have pangs 
of guilt about what they were doing. They pleaded with Ger 
Tzedek that after he was killed, he would not come back and 
seek revenge on them. The great Ger Tzedek responded with 
this parable:

A young son of the king was playing outside with some 
clay making little figurines. Suddenly, there were some 
peasant kids that came by and destroyed all the figurines that 
this young boy had made. This infuriated him and he screamed 
out that when he becomes king he would take revenge for 
what these peasant kids had done. Then many years later the 
boy did become king. The peasant kids, who had grown up, 
remembered what had happened in their youth and the oath 
of revenge that was taken against them by the young boy who 
now was king. They now came to him pleading for clemency 
and forgiveness.

The king smiled at them and said, “Do not be concerned, 
for when I was just a little boy, those clay figurines seemed 
so important to me, but now that I am king, I am in a higher 
place, and now it is not important to me at all.’”

The Ger Tzedek explained, “So it is with you, thinking 
that everything is happening in this world will always be so 
significant, yet when I go on to a Higher Place, when I go on 
to the Next World of Eternity, I will not be concerned with 
these trivialities, these clay figurines of this life.”

Within this week’s perasha the Torah states, “Moshe said 
to Aharon, ‘Take for yourself a young calf for a sin-offering 
and a ram for an olah-offering, unblemished, and offer them 

before Hashem’” (Vayikra 9:2).
Rashi (1040-1105) states that this sin-offering was 

specifically oriented for Aharon. The reason was to atone for 
Aharon’s participation in the sin of the Golden Calf and to 
absolve him of any ill feelings he had because of it.

The entire building of the Mishkan itself, according to 
Sforno (1475-1550), was to atone for the nation of Israel’s 
involvement in the sin of the Golden Calf. The sin was so 
great and the Torah is filled with many references to it. One 
would conjecture that there would be a very little likelihood 
of it ever happening again, considering the great downfall, 
the required repentance, and the constant reminders we have 
of it. Yet, surprisingly enough, it did happen again.

The book of Kings informs us that King Yerovam brought 
golden calves for the Jewish people to worship. He even said 
the same verse as written in the Torah about the original sin, 
“These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up from the 
land of Egypt” (Shemot 32:4, Kings I 12:28).

The Radak (1160-1235) asks the obvious question, how 
is it possible for the Jewish people to fall again to the same 
dreadful sin? Did they not remember the harsh repercussions 
and punishment from the original?

The Radak answers that there was a difference between 
the two sins. In the time of King Yerovam, the Jewish people 
were involved in actual idol worship, yet the original sin of 
the Golden Calf was a different form of idol worship. It was 
a sin of using the calf as a medium to try and reach Hashem. 
The Jewish people were looking to replace Moshe Rabbeinu 
with another intermediary and this calf was supposed to be 
it. They were not looking to pray to the calf, they were just 
trying to find something that could help them connect to 
Hashem, albeit it was an erroneous one.

Applying this in today’s terms, the mediums of the world 
which we can select as conduits to Hashem can have the 
potential to be a medium that draws us away from Hashem. 
The many aspects and facets of life that we come in contact 
with have to be evaluated in their capabilities of how we 
use them. When we employ the wrong type of conduits or 
use the right ones in an inappropriate way, we are doing 
the antithesis of what those things are intended for in our 
spiritual development. In the case of the Golden Calf, we find 
that the Jewish people were looking for another way to find 
closeness with Hashem and their selection of a golden calf to 
accomplish this was totally off the mark.

The Talmud (Sanhedrin 64a) states that the temptation for 
idol worship is significantly less now than what it once was. 
But that does not mean that we, in our contemporary lives, 
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R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber
PARSHAS SHMINI: CONTINUING THE PESACH LESSON

This week’s Parsha discusses the foods which we are per-
mitted to eat and those that are prohibited. The permit-

ted animals are referred to as “Zos Hachaya” which literally 
means, “those that are living”. Rashi brings a Midrash which 
tells a parable of a doctor who had two patients. One he or-
dered that he must eat only certain foods, while the other he 
allowed to eat everything. Clarifying the difference, the doc-
tor explained as follows. The one he allowed to eat every-
thing, unfortunately has no cure for his disease. He is dying 
anyway, so he allowed him to enjoy all foods. The other will 
eventually get better. He needs to be careful what he eats. 

If we want to be spiritually  “alive” and ‘live life’ the way 
the Torah wants us to,  we need to be careful with what we 
eat. This is the reason the Torah uses this term Zos Hachaya.

Parshas Shmini almost always falls out right after Pesach. 
This is apropos, as amongst the lessons of Pesach is the les-

son of food. 
The Bais Yisroel explains that the Mitzva of Korban 

Pesach is a lesson in how a Jew must view food. The Torah 
commands us to eat the Korban Pesach while wearing shoes, 
with a walking stick in hand, and Bichipazon; quickly. This is 
to teach us that food is to be used as a medium to be healthy 
and strong to serve Hashem, and not to be ‘worshipped’ in 
its own right. This, explains the Bais Yisroel is what the To-
rah is alluding to with these special requirements of how to 
eat the Korban Pesach. Eating while wearing shoes, teaches 
us that we must eat respectfully, with proper attire and table 
manners. Eating while holding a stick, alludes to the Gemora 
which states that when feeding your domestic animals keep a 
stick handy for discipline, so they don’t indulge and overeat. 
Finally, we must eat the Pesach hastily, teaching us not to 
spend excessive time and effort when concerning ourselves 

do not replace the worshiping of idols with the worshiping of 
the mundane parts of our world. We may set out thinking that 
the acquirement of certain things will help us in our service 
and fulfillment of the Torah, yet many times we are not 
properly inspecting those mediums and keeping our outlook 
on them in check. When we take things like money, stature, 
and prestige and we set out to obtain them with the thought 
that we can better serve our Creator – that is commendable. 
But when we attain these things and they become a medium 
that is not appropriate in G-d’s eyes, we become guilty of the 
same mistake as the nation of Israel when they transgressed 
with the sin of the Golden Calf. We adjust the selection of the 
conduit causing it not lead to Hashem, but instead to become 
a path away from Him. We then become guilty of not taking 
our gold, jewels, and riches to make a holy Mishkan, but 
instead end up making for ourselves a form of idol worship 

like the incident of the golden calf.
In order for us to understand the proper way to stay 

committed to a pathway towards Hashem, we must evaluate 
what is important in the grand scheme of our Judaic lives. 
We must ask, do we place too much of an emphasis on 
pleasing ourselves for no other purpose than that alone? Do 
we recognize the fleetingness of time and the wastefulness 
of many of the mediums we prop up as essentials to living a 
proper life before our Creator?

A person may have to take himself out of looking at his 
life from only the vantage point of this world alone. It may 
do us good to take the parable of the Ger Tzedek to heart and 
view our lives from the vantage point of the Higher Place 
of Olam Haba, of our Eternity in the Next World – since 
what can seem as so important here, may really just be clay 
figurines when we get over there. 
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with our food. 
Truthfully, although we are taught not to worship our food 

and to only eat in order to preserve our health, at the same 
time we are required to enjoy food. The Gemora tell us we 
will be punished for every food that was accessible to us and 
we refrained from eating. Hashem created food for us to en-
joy. This is not a contradiction. Food is here for us to consume 
and enjoy, but not as means in its own right, but as a medium 
to serve Hashem. Perhaps we can add to this metaphor the 
fact that Korban Pesach must be eaten well-done and roasted. 
While there are certain lessons we must learn from the Pesach 
about not over indulging etc., at the same time food is meant 
to be enjoyed; it’s meat must be well roasted and appreciated. 

The Pnei Menachem of Gur understands this as the ques-
tion of the Rasha in the Hagadah. The Rasha asks “Mah 
Ha’avoda hazos lachem”, which literally means what is this 
Avoda of yours? To which we say, since he implies it is ‘our’ 
Avoda and not his own, he doesn’t want to be part of it, and he 
excludes himself from being a part of Klal Yisroel. 

But the Rasha’s question can also be explained homileti-
cally. He is questioning what is this Avoda of “Lachem”. The 
Rasha understands that we must reserve some time worship-
ping Hashem and doing some Mitzvos and Davening a bit. But 
when we are engaged in our own physical needs, that which is 
‘ours’ , he doesn’t understand how that can be elevated to be 
part of serving Hashem? 

The Rasha doesn’t understand the essence of being a Yid. 
We serve Hashem the entire day. When we eat, there are spe-
cific rules how and what we may eat. We are also taught with 
which mindset to enjoy our food. This is because every part 
of a Jew’s day should be a part of his serving Hashem. Rabbi 
Avigdor Miller ZT”L would say, if a doctor has in mind to 
help people while he is seeing his patients, he can elevate his 

profession from being a means to support himself, to doing 
Mitzvos of Chesed every second of the day. 

With this explanation we can understand the Hagadah’s 
response to the question of the Rasha. “Hakhei es Shinav”, 
blunt his teeth. If the Rasha can’t understand that food is to 
be used as a vehicle to serve Hashem, then he doesn’t deserve 
teeth with which to eat with. Food is not to indulge and enjoy 
without any meaning. Food is to keep us healthy and strong 
and as a means to thank Hashem for His creations. A Rasha 
doesn’t deserve teeth to enjoy his food for self-indulgence and 
pleasure. 

During Pesach we are commanded to only eat Matzah 
and limited foods. Seforim teach us this is to cleanse our body 
and reset our mindset that food is not meant to take on a life of 
its own. After we spend eight days in this cleansing process, 
we are ready to go back to enjoying all foods, but with the cor-
rect mindset. Food is meant to be enjoyed and to be used as a 
medium to serve and thank Hashem. 

The Karliner Rebbi, Reb Osher ZT”L, once told his Cha-
sidim. “You make Brocha because you want to enjoy an apple. 
I enjoy the apple because I want the opportunity to make a 
Brocha and to thank Hashem”. 

There is a custom by many to eat “shlissel Chalah” the 
first Shabbos after Pesach. This is Chalah in the shape (or 
baked with) a key. There are various reason given for this 
Minhag. Perhaps we can suggest it is also to symbolize this 
message. When returning from eight days of consuming sim-
ple ‘poor man’s Matzah’, to again enjoying luscious foods, 
we must remember it comes with a key. A key symbolizes 
a door which is sometimes open, sometimes locked and can 
only be entered with the right key. With the correct ‘key’ and 
approach, we are indeed required to enjoy Hashem’s food and 
to thank Him for it. 

R’ Boruch Yechiel Schreiber

Two places stand out in my mind where our sages dispute 
how to perceive people mentioned in the Torah. 

The first is Noach. The Torah calls him a righteous and 
whole-hearted man in his generation who walked with G-d. 
Rashi and others dispute his virtue based on the use of the 
phrase “in his generation”.  Some look at him as a beacon 
of light for his ability to overcome his environment. They 
believe he may have been even greater if he was exposed to 
personages such as Avraham and Sarah. Others see Noach as 
wanting and diminish him based on his stature weighed and 

measured only against the total unworthiness his entire gen-
eration. I choose to see him as a great man who would have 
been even better.

The second is in this week’s parsha, Shimini. Here we 
encounter the incident of the death of two of Aron’s sons, 
Nadav and Avihu whose legacy is also disputed by our com-
mentaries. Most look upon them as being flawed and there 
are several opinions as to what the character flaws were that 
caused their sudden premature death.  One postulation of our 
sages for the negative perception of these two men lies in the 

SHMINI
Perry Newman



THE SHTIEBLE 11

Perry Newman

word Vayehi that begins this Torah portion. Many commen-
taries see the use of Vayehi to portend a tragic occurrence, 
and the occurrence here is the avoidable death of Nadav and 
Avihu.

In researching this over Pesach, I came across an inter-
esting minority approach that views Aron’s sons as being 
righteous and wholly above reproach based on the phrase that 
follows their deaths, “I will be sanctified through those who 
are nearest Me, thus I will be honored by all the people; and 
Aron was silent.”

They interpret the phrase Vayehi as applying to either 
Moshe himself, or to both Moshe and his brother Aron. It 
applies to Moshe alone in his sadness at the conclusion of 
the week of inaugurating the Mishkan where he is now called 
upon to hand over the role of Kohen Gadol to his brother. As 
I wrote in the past, the use of the trop Shalsheles in the pre-
vious parsha, Tsav, alluded to Moshe’s mindset at this time. 
Another interpretation is that both Moshe and Aron knew 
someone must die as a human sacrifice to fulfill Hashem’s 
words “I will be sanctified through those who are nearest 
Me.” Both thought that he would die at this moment in time 
to fulfill G-d’s will. Based on these two hypotheses, the use 
of the word Vayehi has no correlation to the story of Nadav 
and Avihu. They were preordained to die Al Kiddush Hashem 
because of their exalted status as Aron’s sons and their stature 
as G-d fearing righteous men.

Another possible refutation to the negative opinions 
about these two men is alluded to in G-d’s command to Aron 
and his remaining two sons immediately after the deathly in-

cident and in Aron’s response; and Aron was silent. 
The commandment was unique. We know that a Kohen 

can defile himself only for the death of an immediate rela-
tive. However, Moshe did not ask the two remaining brothers 
to remove the dead bodies, he asked their cousins.  G-d also 
commanded Aron and his sons not to perform render their 
garments, the quintessential act of Aveiulus. Moreover, as I 
stated before, Aron’s reaction was silence something that is 
not a sign of mourning.

I saw an interpretation that I liked, which says that a per-
son who is righteous and dies Al Kiddush Hashem, for him 
there is no need to mourn his passing, or be saddened by the 
ritual of Avielus upon the corporeal loss. Such is the case for 
Nadav and Avihu.

Their greatness was such that they were selected to be 
the human sacrifice to bring G-d to dwell among the Jewish 
people in their days of wandering in the desert with the Mish-
kan. For this, there was no need for Aron, his family and Bnei 
Yisroel to feel sorrow. On the contrary, there was reason for 
great joy. This is why there was no need to console Aron on 
his loss, and this is why Aron was silent.

The lesson from the lives of Noach, Nadav and Avihu 
is simple. Always judge people and their actions by giving 
them the benefit of the doubt. Look upon them with love. Re-
spect them for their positive contributions and not the nega-
tive things we see and/or perceive about them. 

This is apropos this week as we approach my mother’s 
19th Yartzeit. This is how she lived her life, and may she be a 
Meilitz Yosher in the heavenly court for us all. 
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