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"This shall be the law of the "This shall be the law of the "This shall be the law of the "This shall be the law of the MMMMetzora"etzora"etzora"etzora" (Leviticus 14:2) 

Why does the text here say, "This shall be the law of the metzora" (One who is afflicted with spiritual leprosy)? Wouldn't it 

have been more appropriate to say, "This is the law of the metzora"? 

The Sheim Mi’Shmuel, R' Shmuel of Sochotchov, points out that according to the Talmud, tzara'as is usually 

brought about by the sin of haughtiness (Arachin 16a). The Torah mandates that he be sent out of the camp and 

isolated from others. This is meant to provoke deep introspection toward the path of repentance and humility. 

The cultivation of a more humble persona is not to be just an immediate remedy of his pathology. Even after he is 

healed, he must never return to his previous state of arrogance. He must internalize the lessons he has learned 

during his isolation and remain humble for the rest of his days.  Therefore, this SHALL be his behavior from 

here on out. 
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FOR DISCUSSION AT THE SHABBAT TABLE  

Question:  

Why does the metzora bring two birds as part of his offerings at the 

time of purification? Also, why is it that one is slaughtered and one is 

set free? 

Answer: 

In Tehillim, David Hamelech said: "Can your silence be justified at a 

time when righteousness you should speak --when with equity you 

should judge the sons of man?” 

Rebbi Yitzhak explained: "What is man's trade in the world? He should 

act as a mute. Should you think that you should also not speak words 

of Torah - - the verse commands "Righteousness you should speak" 

[Chulin 89a] 

The Sages have taught that at the time a person brings an offering to the Temple and sees the Kohen 

slaughter it and offer it on the alter the person should contemplate that the animal or bird is being 

offered in his or her place and think thoughts of repentance [teshuvah].  

The affliction of biblical tsa’raat came upon a person because of the sin of lashon hara. When the bird 

was slaughtered the person would think about the bad use to which he or she put his or her mouth 

and resolve to be silent.  

Since there are positive, constructive ways to speak, the Torah commanded that the metzora also 

bring a second bird, whose chirping would remind him or her that there is a good speech which could 

console, encourage, praise and advise others, as well as, speak words of Torah. This bird was set 

free to encourage the proper use of the gift of speech. Speech can bring death and speech can give 

life -- choose life. 

[Based on Aperion, Rav Shlomo Ganzfried zt'l] 
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Lessons of Our Sages 

through the Ages from the 

Pages 

Twice a year, on Shabbos Shuva 
and Shabbos HaGadol, it is the 

custom that the Rabbi speaks 
and delivers a complex sermon 
delving into halachic and 

Talmudic sources to the best of 
his ability.  Often, most of the 

crowd is lost after a few minutes, 
while some last perhaps half an 
hour, and ultimately very few 

actually follow the entire delivery. 

When asked about this practice, 
R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky z”l is 

reported to have explained: 

“Throughout the year, people 
may interact with their Rabbi, see 

him on a daily basis, and come to 
view him as an equal. 

Sometimes, this may even lead 

chas v’shalom to them 
challenging his authority. 

Therefore, twice a year, it is 
appropriate that he show them 
they are not his equals.   

When he weaves his intricate 

tapestry of Torah understanding 
and leaves them far behind, he 
reminds them why he is the 

Rabbi, and why his guidance and 
direction are to be followed.” 

 

Shabbos HaGadol Shabbos HaGadol Shabbos HaGadol Shabbos HaGadol ----    WhatWhatWhatWhat’s It All About?’s It All About?’s It All About?’s It All About?    

The Shabbos before Pesach is called, “Shabbos HaGadol,” the 

Great Shabbos. 

Sefer HaPardes, ascribed to Rashi, explains that the Jews went 

out of Egypt on a Wednesday; therefore the taking of the lamb on 

the tenth of the month was on Shabbos.  

The Jews declared, "If we sacrifice lambs which are sacred to the 

Egyptians before their very eyes, surely they will stone us." But 

G-d said to them, "Now 

you will see the wonderful thing I will do for you."  

Upon hearing that, each Jew took his Pesach offering 

and kept it for four days. When the Egyptians saw this, 

they wanted to take revenge against the Jews but they 

were stricken with all kinds of bodily suffering and 

could not harm them. On account of the miracles that 

were done on that day, the Sabbath before Passover is 

known as Shabbos HaGadol.  

More reasons why this Shabbos is called 'HaGadol': 

Just as a child who is of the age to keep the mitzvos is 

called a gadol (an adult), so too the day on which the 

Jewish People 'came of age' and were commanded 

with their first mitzvah is called 'HaGadol.' (Chizkuni)  

When the Jews were in Egypt, Moses asked Pharaoh 

to let them rest on Shabbos. Each week when the 

Sabbath ended, they returned to their wearisome toil. 

After the Shabbos when they took the lambs they did 

not return to their slavery and therefore it was called 

'Shabbos HaGadol', the long Sabbath. (Mabit)  

On this Shabbos, large congregations would gather to 

learn the laws of Pesach and this day was therefore 

called 'Shabbos HaGadol' because on it people 

gathered in large assemblies and learned much about 

great (important) laws. (Tzeda Laderech)  

One final explanation is that they were able to be up to 

the challenge to take the sheep because it was 

Shabbos, a day when the entire universe is 

strengthened and when our Emunah and connection to 

HaShem is enhanced. Shabbos gave them the power, 

as it does for us each week. 

 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 


