
 

                                                                                                                    

 
When Sharon introduced his "Disengagement" idea, it seemed like 

nothing more than a preposterous dream. Nobody understood what 

the State of Israel would gain from perpetrating this horrible crime 

against thousands of Israeli citizens. Nobody deceived themselves 

into thinking that this folly would bring peace; the Arabs of Gaza 

left no room for doubt. So how did Sharon manage to get his 

immoral and illogical decision into Israel's mainstream?                  

On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with 

wine, he commanded Mehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona, Bigtha, and 

Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains that 

ministered in the presence of Ahashverosh the king to bring Vashti 

the queen before the king with the crown royal, to show the peoples 

and the princes her beauty; for she was fair to look on. (The Scroll 

of Esther 1:10-11)                                                                            

After six straight months of drunken feasts, the foolish king had 

nothing to boast about - except for his wife's beauty. He commands 

her to appear before all the merrymakers to show the entire nation 

her beauty, attired in her crown - and nothing else.                           

Is there a royal decree more foolish than this? True, nobody will be 

expelled from his home, nobody's life will be shattered and barring 

Vashti's pride, nothing will be destroyed. Nevertheless, this was a 

classic case of a patently illegal order, complete with a black flag 

flying overhead.                                                                               

But the queen Vashti refused to come at the king's commandment 

by the chamberlains; therefore was the king very wroth, and his 

anger burned in him. (The Scroll of Esther 1:12)  Vashti refuses to 

obey the immoral order. We would expect that with no further ado, 

the king would command to behead her. That is how he handled the 

murder conspiracy of Bigtan and Teresh and that is what Queen 

Esther feared would happen to her when she dared come before the 

king without being summoned. But Ahashverosh understood that 

he had painted himself into an immoral corner. He realized that his 

decree would not stand the test of reason and that he was essentially 

endangering the legitimacy of his leadership and reign on power.    

What is the last resort of a criminal and foolish tyrant? How does 

he restore his legitimacy?                                                                

Then the king said to the wise men, who knew the times - for so was 

the king's manner toward all that knew law and judgment; 'What 

shall we do unto the queen Vashti according to law, for she has not 

done the bidding of the king Ahashverosh by the chamberlains?' 

(Esther 1:13,15)  Suddenly, Ahashverosh remembers the "rule of 

law." He consults with his legal advisors and defers to the High 

Court. The Midrash relates that at first, Ahashverosh turned to the 

Jewish wise men. But they quickly understood that he was not 

looking for justice, but rather for legitimacy for his immoral decree 

and for his very leadership. The Jewish wise men evaded his 

overtures. The Persian High Court, though, was happy to take on 

the case and found the penultimate creative legal solution to the 

royal predicament. It did not deal with the question of who was 

right. It dealt with only one issue - the perpetuation of the existing 

establishment. And so they wrote in their legal decision:                

'Vashti the queen has not done wrong to the king only, but also to 

all the princes, and to all the peoples, who are in all the provinces 

of the king Ahashverosh. For this deed of the queen will come 

abroad unto all women, to make their husbands contemptible in 

their eyes, when it will be said: The king Ahashverosh commanded 

Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but she came not. 

(Esther 1:16-17)                                                                                

In other words, it makes no difference at all if the directive was 

logical, moral or even legal. Vashti, or Gush Katif or Migron, are 

not part of the equation. All that matters is the perpetuation of 

Ahashverosh's power. If the queen will not appear before the nation 

attired in nothing more than her royal crown, the subservience of all 

the women in the entire kingdom will vanish and the empire will 

crumble. That makes sense, doesn't it?                                             

It is not the dubious honor of the king that is in question here. It is 

not even the need to be the darling of the media that lies behind the 

irrational decree to destroy settlements. It is simply a matter of 

responsibility toward the perpetuation of the leadership. For if we 

do not carry out our orders and drive women and children from 

their homes today, tomorrow nobody will carry out their orders and 

the state will be destroyed.                                                               

In fact, Ahashverosh's kingdom was indeed destroyed in a 

relatively short amount of time. But it wasn't because of Vashti's 

refusal to obey orders. On the contrary, it was because the state had 

lined up with the immoral conduct of its leader.  Shabbat Shalom 

and Happy Purim,                                                                     

Moshe Feiglin
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Moshe Feiglin’s comments on Donald Trump in last week’s 

newsletter stirred up quite a storm. The following is the 

transcription of a radio interview with Moshe Feiglin on Israel 

National News, Wednesday, March 16, in which he elaborates:        

Why do you say that we have to be careful of Trump?                      

I really think that discussing Trump in Israel is out of place. When 

Israel is for itself, the U.S. will be for Israel. If we continue to work 

against ourselves, the U.S. will follow suit. As Ben Gurion said, “It 

doesn’t matter what the non-Jews say, but what the Jews do. 

Regarding the U.S., it has already been proven that when Israel 

does what is good for her and vice versa, America stands beside us. 

In summary, it really does not matter who will be the president 

there.  Much more important is who will be the prime minister here.  

Nevertheless, Trump is the greatest show in town. But if G-d 

forbid, this man will be the president of the US, the immediate 

danger to Israel and the US will be greater. Trump reminds me too 

much of Ariel Sharon. He is a person without a clear road map. He 

is not motivated by an ideology that he tries to implement despite 

counter pressure. On the contrary, he is a bulldozer, like Sharon. A 

bulldozer without a driver will ultimately break into the weakest 

point. Time and again in Israel we have mostly rightist 

governments with no clear road map. They toe the line of leftist 

ideology. Who knows what the difference is between the two-state 

solution of Netanyahu and of Herzog? The Israeli Right does not 

have a road map or an alternative to the Left’s worldview. In this 

situation it is clear that if Donald Trump will be the president of the 

U.S., it will be easiest to direct the bulldozer in the direction of the 

Israelis. I would not like to see such a person in the White House. 

Do you think that Clinton, who will perpetuate Obama’s 

policies, would be preferable to Trump?                                  

First of all, I do not support Hillary Clinton. She is truly not my cup 

of tea. Not she, not her husband and not what the American Left 

expresses. But we know from our Israeli experience that rightist 

governments in Israel always cause more damage than leftist 

governments. Most of the destructions of settlements and 

expulsions of Jews; Gush Katif, Yamit, 98% of the city of Hebron, 

the Wye Accords, the Temple Mount that looks like a branch of 

ISIS under the rule of the Right, the torture of minors and more 

were perpetrated by rightist governments.  If every two hours and 

33 minutes on average (as is currently taking place) there would be 

an attempt on a Jewish life, and every two or three days, a murder 

actually would take place – and a leftist government would be in 

power, you and I and the entire Right would be out protesting in the 

streets. We have gotten used to it only because the Right is in 

power. There is no Opposition.                                                       

The same is true for the U.S.. I do not want to see a president who 

comes from the Right side of the political map, a man who has no 

restraint and whom nobody who will try to stop – a bulldozer with 

no driver.  This is highly reminiscent of the longing of the Israeli 

Right for Ariel Sharon prior to the Expulsion from Gush Katif. 

There were a few individuals who warned that Sharon was 

dangerous. And they were absolutely right. We always get the most 

smarting smack in the face from those who we elected with our 

votes and efforts and to whom we ran without really analyzing if 

they propose a true alternative to the path of the Left.                    

So if you negate both Trump and Clinton, who could be good 

for Israel?                                                                                      

Only we can be good for ourselves. You will never hear me 

recommend a candidate to an American. Sometimes people with 

US citizenship ask me for whom to vote. I know American citizens 

who live here in Israel who do not vote in the US elections. That is 

more logical. If you are here, why vote in the elections there? But 

to those who ask, I say, “If you are exercising your right to vote as 

an American, then think like an American. Vote for the candidate 

who you think is good for America, not for Israel. If Israel will be 

for Israel, all will be good.  

 

       

I was once a member of a panel at a Jerusalem symposium on 

religion and state. Next to me sat Anat Hoffman, the chairperson of 

the Women of the Wall.                                                                     

“I oppose any type of coercion,” I explained to the crowd in the 

room, “whether it is religious coercion or whether it is secular 

coercion.”  “Can you give us an example of secular coercion?” 

someone in the audience asked.  “Certainly,” I answered, and 

pointed to Anat Hoffman, who was sitting next to me. “Anat 

Hoffman is a walking example of secular coercion.”                    

“Me?” retorted the astounded Hoffman.                                     

“Yes,” I answered. “The Western Wall is almost one kilometer 

long. They have been offering you every possible place for your 

prayers. But you insist on forcing yourselves on the traditional 

worshippers. What can be more coercive than that?”                      

Prayer at the Western Wall is not what the Women of the Wall and 

parts of the Reform community are getting at. They have already 

been allotted an appropriate and extremely picturesque place for 

their prayers (called Ezrat Yisrael) next to Robinson’s Arch at 

another section of the Western Wall – and it remains empty. There 

is no reason to believe that after another 40 million shekels are 
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invested to make a plaza there similar to the size of the current 

plaza – that it will suddenly be filled with Reform worshippers.       

There are approximately 40 Reform synagogues in Israel, as 

opposed to approximately 50,000(!) traditional synagogues 

(Reform is less than 0.25%). When a fly demands his share of food 

equally with an elephant, that is not a compromise and not equality. 

It is called coercion.                                                                              

The new agreement reached between Israel’s government and the 

Women of the Wall does not achieve an arrangement (which 

already exists, as stated above). On the contrary – it will create a 

new battle arena. Where will the IDF soldiers hold their swearing-

in ceremonies? (I can already see the appeal of the parents of the 

Reform soldiers to the High Court) and the rest of Israel’s official 

ceremonies? Into which section of the wall will the President insert 

his note with prayers? Why did they bring the visiting foreign VIP 

to their Wall and not to ours?                                                           

Here are a few facts about the Western Wall:                                  

A. The Western Wall is not holy and it is not a remnant of 

our Holy Temple. The Western Wall is part of the expansion 

project of the Temple Mount undertaken by Herod. The famous 

saying of our Sages, “The Shechinah (G-d’s Presence) has never 

left the West wall” refers to the western wall of the sanctuary of the 

Temple, itself – certainly not to the retaining wall of the Temple 

Mount. There is no such thing as “Jewish law of the Western Wall” 

because according to Jewish law, the sanctity of the Western Wall 

is no different than the sanctity of the Jerusalem Convention 

Center. The truly sacred place, according to Jewish law, is above 

the Western Wall, on the Temple Mount, which we abandoned to 

the Moslems.                                                                                    

The Western Wall is a sentimental place for Jews. Over the past 

hundreds of years (before that, Jews prayed in different places) it 

has absorbed the prayers and longing of Jews from all over the 

world. As such, it is certainly precious to our Nation. Historic 

value, personal and national sentiment – yes. Not sanctity and not 

Jewish law.                                                                                       

B. The Western Wall is not a synagogue. It is a national 

heritage site. Thus, “Jewish law rulings” pertaining to the Wall 

have nothing to do with law, but rather, with hegemony. Rabbinic 

Judaism, which represents the absolute majority of Jews and their 

natural lease on the customs pertaining to the site throughout the 

years – is doing all in its power to preserve its status (this is quite 

understandable). But it has no connection to Jewish law.                

C. The place where Jewish law is trampled upon on a daily 

basis is just a few steps from the Western Wall; at the truly sacred 

site – the Temple Mount. Approximately half the commandments 

in the Torah can be fulfilled only there, on the Mount. Some of 

those commandments can be performed even if the Holy Temple is 

not built. Tragically, the Temple Mount has become a place for 

Arab soccer games, picnics, incitement and ISIS. 

This situation on the Temple Mount does not seem to disturb the 

Jews; neither the religious Jews nor the other denominations. All of 

them prefer to abandon the site of our Holy Temple to wild Islam 

and to bicker down below over the plaza at its feet. 

 

 

 

Amidst a wave of stabbing, shooting and car ramming attacks 

against Israelis, the IDF shut down “Palestine Today,” a Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad radio/television station that had been broadcasting 

incitement to violence. The International Federation of Journalists 

had this to say:  “The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), 

which represents 600,000 journalists across the globe, stands by its 

affiliate the Palestinian Journalists Union (PJS) in condemning this 

brutal attack against free press and ask for UN immediate reaction 

to the escalation of attacks against the press in the occupied 

territories.”  The IFJ further accused Israel of a “wave of violence 

targeting journalists.”                                                                       

An organization of journalists should appreciate the importance of 

balance and context. Which is why it is particularly galling that the 

IFJ didn’t mention in its statement that Palestinian Islamic Jihad is 

designated as a “terror organization” by Australia, Canada, the 

European Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States.         

By way of background, the IFJ might also have mentioned that this 

is the same designation those countries apply to groups such as 

Islamic State (ISIS), Al Qaeda and Boko Haram.                             

An organization of journalists should also appreciate the 

importance of research, which is why it is especially hypocritical 

that the IFJ didn’t disclose that the broadcaster does in fact glorify 

and encourage the killing of Israelis, such as in this example of 

Palestine Today’s “journalism”:                                                         

(see the video at https://youtu.be/a1F8uEX9GAw)                           

Israeli Member of Knesset and long-time professional journalist 

Yair Lapid explained in a statement to the IFJ that:  “Freedom of 
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the press does not extend to terrorist propaganda and to those who 

incite to murder. The content on Palestine Today would not pass 

the editorial guidelines of any of your members. I was a journalist 

for over three decades; this isn’t journalism. This isn’t free speech, 

this is hate speech. You are not defending press freedom; you are 

defending incitement to murder.”                                                     

This is not the first time the IFJ has attempted to treat terrorists as if 

they were bona fide journalists. The Newseum, a museum 

dedicated to media, in Washington, D.C. commemorates journalists 

who have been killed “in the line of duty.” In 2013 the Newseum 

initially commemorated Mahmoud Al-Kumi and Hussam Salama, 

who had officially claimed to be journalists. When it came to light 

that the two were actually Hamas operatives engaged in terror 

activities, the Newseum defied pressure from the IFJ and others, 

and removed the two terrorists from its commemoration list.          

When terror organizations hijack the designation “journalist” for 

their own nefarious ends, they tarnish the profession as a whole. 

The IFJ might have objected to this practice, but instead it chose to 

defend it. In its misguided support for terrorists, the IFJ does a 

disservice not only to hundreds of recent Israeli victims, but also to 

the thousands of actual journalists whom they claim to represent. 

 

 

 

Hevron district police detained nationalist activist Attorney Itamar 

Ben-Gvir on Wednesday morning, after he stood at the stairway 

adjacent to Hazon David synagogue located in a part of Kiryat 

Arba near Hevron, in Judea.                                                               

Police officers who approached Ben-Gvir demanded that he 

evacuate the area. In response, Ben-Gvir explained to them that the 

police allow residents to use the stairs leading to the Givat Ha'avot 

neighborhood in Kiryat Arba near Hevron.                                      

He informed the officers that by ordering him to evacuate the site 

they are open to a civil lawsuit, at which point one of the officers 

said "you're threatening us?," and proceeded to detain the attorney 

for investigation.                                                                               

In investigation Ben-Gvir made clear that he intends to submit a 

lawsuit, and said the police policy was illegal. At the end of 

investigation he was asked to sign a document obligating him not to 

go near the stairs, at which point he refused and asked to be brought 

to court.                                                                                              

Eventually a supervising officer decided to release him without 

obligating him to sign onto the conditions forbidding him from 

approaching the stairs.                                                                      

"It is very sad that instead of fighting against terror attacks the 

Hevron police harass Jews," said Ben-Gvir.                                    

"It is even sadder that the right hand of the police doesn't know 

what the left hand is doing; the officers asked me to leave the 

stairways leading to my home, when officers in the police actually 

encourage the use of these steps."                                                    

Ben-Gvir's neighbor in Kiryat Arba, Lehava director Bentzi 

Gopshtain, commented on the incident on Facebook, writing 

"blessings to my dear neighbor Attorney Itamar Ben-Gvir over how 

the Israel police are treating him to money for the lawsuit...they 

found the wrong person to mess with."  

 

 

Zehut International’s US Director, Jeff Cohen, and its US 

Representative, Rob Muchnick, will be at the largest annual 

gathering of pro-Israel activists in the US. AIPAC expects 18,000 

delegates to show their support for Israel from this Sunday through 

Tuesday at the Washington DC Convention Center.                         

If you are attending the conference, come say hello to Jeff and Rob, 

and help them spread the word that Israel can be a proud, strong 

Jewish state – that it can defeat the bad guys, annex our lands, and 

live happily ever after.  Jeff and Rob will tell everyone there that 

we don’t have to go along with the defeatist attitudes of all of 

Israel’s leaders from the so-called right, from the left, and from 

AIPAC, as well. There is a better way! If you’re going, give us a 

call to say hello. Jeff’s number is 908-727-2543 and his email is 

jeff@zehutInternational.com and Rob’s number is 516-779-7420 

and his email is rmuchnick@gmail.com.  Say hello and help us 

spread the word! See you there! 
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