
 

 

Rav Paysach Krohn writes a beautiful story about Rav Zalman 

Sorotzkin, the Chofetz Chaim, and Shabbos. R’ Asher, a man 

who had become ill, R”L, was on his way to visit the Chofetz 

Chaim in order to get a Bracha for a quick recovery. Rav Zalman 

Sorotzkin became aware of this and made an effort to try and 

reach the Chofetz Chaim before R’ Asher arrived, because he 

wanted to warn the Chofetz Chaim that R’ Asher’s children did 

not observe Shabbos. Rav Zalman thought that perhaps at this 

opportune time R’ Asher would be more willing to accept 

rebuke from the Chofetz Chaim on the subject, and try to help 

his children. However, R’ Asher managed to arrive at the 

Chofetz Chaim before Rav Zalman could get there. When R’ 

Asher asked for a Bracha, the Chofetz Chaim said to him, “We 

say every Shabbos Night in Lecha Dodi that Shabbos is the 

source of Bracha. If Shabbos is happy with you, then I can be 

happy too. If your family keeps Shabbos, then Shabbos will 

bentch you. If your children desecrate Shabbos, then Shabbos is 

not happy with you. If so, then what kind of Bracha can I give 

you?” Surprised that the Chofetz Chaim knew this, R’ Asher 

accepted upon himself to make sure that his children would 

observe Shabbos properly, and eventually he soon had a 

complete recovery! 

מקור הברכה-שבת  

The parsha opens with a simple 
equation. If we keep the mitzvos 
that Hashem has placed in front of 
then we will receive blessings. 
However, if we don’t listen to the 
commandments of Hashem, then 
we will have to deal with the 
consequences of klalos. I recently 
heard from R’Ovadia Yosef, zt”l, 
that, in reality, there are no klalos 
in life. We say every day the Mishna 
in Peah that the reward that we 
receive in this world is only a small 
part of our true reward. The 
principle reward for our mitzvos is 
reserved for us to enjoy in Olam 
Ha’ba as the Mishna writes 
“V”hakeren “K”ayemes “L”’o 
“L”olam “H”aba”. The first letters of 
those words make up the word 
Vklala( the last word in the first 
pasuk of this week’s  
parsha)   which mean curses. He 
explains that what looks like a curse 
to us is actually a savings plan to 
ensure we only have good in the 
next world. 
 

Only Brachos 

The Weichholz family in memory of  Mr. Naftali Trauring ה  “ע נפתלי חיים בן משה צבינ “לע  

Renov Family 

The Farbman  family in memory of  ה “נ מרדכי לייב בן ישראל אנשיל  ע“לע  

 פרשת ראה  

What Makes Tzedakah Different 

We find some very interesting changes when it comes to the mitzvah of 

tzedakah. By other mitzvos the Torah gives the commandment and we are 

there by obligated to fulfill it. However by the mitzvah of tzedakah the torah 

warns us don’t be stubborn or tight fisted in the fulfillment of this mitzvah. 

We don’t find by the mitzvos of pesach or teffilin that the torah says don’t 

be stingy when it comes to this mitzvah. The Dubno Magid explains that 

tzedakah is different.  We know that the way Hashem decided that the poor 

man should live is through the rich man providing for him. And the rich man 

must recognize that he is not giving away something that is his. Rather he is 

like a teller in a bank, who is just giving the owner of the money his own 

money. Other mitzvos the person must give up his hard earned money to 

fulfill the commandment. Here though you are just passing along what 

really belongs to him anyway. The Torah tells him don’t close your fist  or 

harden your heart and there by stop up the pipe line. Rather open your 

hand and keep the pipe line unblocked and you will continue to be a 

pipeline for the poor man. It is clear that the only difference between the 

rich and the poor is in the responsibility to give. I saw  a wonderful gematria 

that brings out this idea . Ani  equals  130 and osher  equals 580. The 

difference between them is 450 which equals “Tean” which means to give.  



The Torah gives specific signs to distinguish between Kosher and non-kosher animals. However, when 

discussing birds, there are no specific signs given, rather if it’s listed in the Torah as Kosher we can eat it. 

Amongst the birds that are listed as prohibited is the “Raha” (14: 11-13). The Gemara in Chullin asks, why this 

type of birdis called a “Raha” and answers that it has very powerful vision which is what the word Rah means; it 

can be perched in Bavel and see a carcass in Eretz Yisroel. The Kotzker Rebbe asked, why an animal which is 

blessed with such unique vision is not kosher? He answered that an animal that has such a gift and all he can 

see is dead animals isn’t Kosher. This is a good lesson in that if a person has loads of bracha in their lives and yet 

they only see the bad, this is a sign that he is not acting in a kosher way. 

 The Torah commands us to give tzedakah with an open heart. The Torah addresses the natural feelings that come with 

giving away your hard earned money. To those feelings, Hashem says ‘don’t worry about giving away your money, 

because with that very act you will merit blessing from Hashem’. The merit of tzedakah is never lost and it is always at 

the side of the giver. The sefer Penine Kedem finds an allusion to this idea within the word tzedakah. There is a rule 

called ‘at bash’ which allows one to swap certain letters in the aleph beis. For example you can change an aleph for a 

taf, a beis for shin, a gimmel for a reish and so on. If you take the letters that make up the word tzedakah (tzadi, daled, 

kuf, hei) and you follow the ‘at bash’ rule you will end up with the same letters, albeit in a different order. This hint just 

further proves the power of tzedakah that its merit stays and it isn’t lost over time.    

 True Wealth 

In this week’s parsha we have the famous pasuk of “Aser Ta’aser”(14; 22). The gemara in Tanis (9a) 
explains, based on this passuk, that if you give a tenth of your income to the poor, ma’aser, then 
you will become -wealthy, te’asher.. R’Nachum of Chernobol asked that this statement from chazel 
doesn’t seem to be true. As we see, many people who give a tenth of their income are not blessed 
with monetary wealth. He answered that the words of chazal are 100% true. It is simply that we are 
misinterpreting what wealth is. Chazal tell us in Pirkei Avos “who is a wealthy man, someone who is 
happy with their lot.” The bracha of giving ma’aser and becoming an “ashir”, with an eiyin,” is not 
in monetary wealth but rather in that you will be blessed with the ability to be happy with what you 
have.      

פרשת ראה          
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