
ON THE LOOKOUT
By Rabbi Shraga Freedman, author of Living Kiddush Hashem 

Rabbi Moshe Schwartz (name changed) took his 
class camping. There are many rules governing state 
parks, strictly enforced by park rangers, and sure 
enough, they had been in the park for five minutes 
when the rumble of a car engine signaled the arrival 
of a ranger. “Hi there!” a middle-aged woman in 
uniform greeted Rabbi Schwartz. “Are you a rabbi?”
Preoccupied, Rabbi Schwartz answered briefly and 
listened to the list of rules. Afterward, he regretted 
not engaging in conversation. But later, the bachurim 
enjoying a kumzitz around the campfire, the ranger 
returned. “Erev tov,” she greeted them. Rabbi 
Schwartz perked up. “Are you Jewish?” he asked.
“Oh yes,” she said. “Five years ago I was religious; I 
was even married to a rabbi, a chaplain in the navy. 
I get lonely out here, and I recognized the songs you 
were singing—Ani Maamin, Ko Amar. They brought 
back memories. I’m not bitter; I had no quarrels with 
my ex-husband. I just needed to find myself…”
“Our Jewish community is only 45 minutes away,” 
Rabbi Schwartz told her. “If you would like to visit for 
Shabbos, I would be pleased to have you as a guest.”
“I would enjoy that very much,” the park ranger said. 
She turned to the reason for her visit: the bonfire was 
too tall. He promised to lower it, and she drove off. 
Even in the woods, Rabbi Schwartz never lost his 
focus. When opportunity struck, his eyes were open.
Look out for your moment. At work, you can do more 
than earn a paycheck. In the car, you can do more 
than drive. Keep kiddush Hashem at the forefront of 
your mind, and you will find a way to do something 
greater and more meaningful than you imagined.  

A NATIONAL MISSION
By Rabbi Moshe Pogrow, director, Ani Maamin Foundation

Based on excerpts from the commentary of Rabbi Shamshon Raphael Hirsch zt"l on Chumash, with 
permission from the publisher.

The pasuk at the beginning of the parsha does not say v’hayisa bracha 
or tihiyeh bracha—“and you will be a blessing”—but rather heyei bracha, 
“become a blessing.” These two words encapsulate the whole moral mission 
of the Jewish people, whose accomplishment fulfills G-d’s own wish: I wish 
to make your name great; therefore, become a blessing!

“I wish to make of you a nation that will be a beacon to the other nations,” 
Hashem says to Avraham, “a nation to which the others need only look in 
order to become aware of their own tasks. And the task that is assigned to 
you, as distinct from the aspirations of all other nations, is—to become a 
blessing.”

Every human being aspires not lehiyos bracha, to be a blessing, but lehiyos 
bruchim, to be blessed. This is the aspiration of every person and especially 
of every nation.
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Although we usually translate the words of Shema to mean 
“serve Hashem with all your heart,” a more precise translation 
is to “serve Him in all your heart.” Chazal explain how: tefillah 
is a service carried out in the heart. Although we daven with our 
lips, the real service takes place inside, through the emotions we 
experience during davening and our thoughts of serving Hashem 
and being close to Him. Still, we don't daven only by thinking, 
because we are too easily distracted. So we recite words with our 
lips, while thinking the appropriate thoughts in our hearts.  
Adapted from Biur Tefillah (Ani Maamin Foundation)
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Honesty, humanity and love are duties 

incumbent upon the individual but are regarded 

as folly when it comes to relations between 

nations. They are viewed as unimportant by 

statesmen and politicians. Individual citizens 

are imprisoned and hanged for the crimes of 

fraud and murder, but countries murder and 

defraud on a grand scale. In fact, those who 

murder and defraud in the interest of the state 

are decorated and rewarded.

Not like these is the portion of Avraham and 

his children. The nation of Avraham is to have 

no national politics and no national economics. 

The One Who guaranteed its national welfare 

does not need to allocate funds, form coalitions, 

or conclude treaties. At His command are rain 

and sunshine, strength and life, power and 

victory. Im bechukosai teileichu, then all will go 

well.

In the midst of a world where mankind’s stated 

aim is naaseh lanu shem, and its ambition is to 

increase its power and extend its domain no 

matter what the cost, the nation of Avraham is, 

in private and public life, to heed only one call: 

heyei bracha.

Our life is to be devoted to the Divine aims of 

bringing harmony to mankind and to the world, 

restoring man to his former glory. 

THROUGH THE EYES OF PROPHETS
by Rabbi Dovid Sapirman, dean, Ani Maamin Foundation

As we begin our second year distributing Pulse of Emunah, we present a new 
series focusing on the ancient but ever-relevant messages of the nevi’im. Due to 
time restraints, many of us have never familiarized ourselves with the words of 
the prophets enough to have internalized their lessons. One of the the thirteen 
fundamentals of emunah is “I believe that all the words of the prophets are true.” 
Perhaps this series can fill in some of the gaps.

The era of prophecy began with Moshe Rabbeinu and lasted for about a 
thousand years after him. The last prophets lived at the very beginning of 
the second Bais Hamikdash era and were members of the Anshei Knesses 
Hagedolah. The definition of a prophet is a person to whom Hashem speaks, and 
though there were such people before Moshe Rabbeinu (including the Avos!) 
those nevi’im were never commanded to deliver the words of Hashem to the 
populace. During the millennium of nevuah, the prophets were obliged to bring 
their messages to the people.

The Gemara tells us that during that thousand-year era, there were 1,200,000 
prophets. Where, then, are all their nevuos? The Gemara answers that only 
those prophecies that would be needed by future generations were recorded in 
the Tanach. The others had relevance for the people of their time, but were not 
of everlasting importance. Hence we learn that if the words of a nevuah were 
recorded in Tanach, they are relevant for all times. They are instructions from 
Hashem, and we must be familiar with them.

In the earlier years of that period, the Jewish people knew with every fiber of 
their being that a prophet was a shaliach from Hashem, and they obeyed him (or 
her) implicitly. When, upon the death of Shlomo Hamelech, ten tribes seceded 
under the leadership of Yeravam ben Nevat, Rechavam ben Shlomo saw that he 
was about to lose five-sixths of his subjects and mobilized an army of 180,000 
soldiers of Yehuda and Binyamin. They were poised and ready to attack, 
prepared to force the other ten tribes to rejoin them, when Hashem sent a navi 
named Shemaya, who told them to all go home, not to fight their brethren.

Immediately, the army dispersed, without so much as a murmur of complaint. 
When the navi spoke, even just a few sentences, the people knew that he was 
merely conveying Hashem's will, and they responded.  

SEEING THE FOREST

What would happen if there were no trees on earth?
Trees have many crucial uses. They provide us with delicious fruit, to give us shade, and 
beautify the world. In addition, we derive many benefits from the wood: constructing houses 
and furniture from the timber, and paper and tissues from the pulp of the wood. They can 
also provide heating and cooking sources for our homes. But all these benefits pale beside the 
most important of all: trees produce most of the oxygen that human beings and wildlife need 
to breathe to survive.

So what would life be like if there were no trees on earth? Life would cease to exist!  

Adapted from the writings of  Rav Avigdor Miller, zt"l
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