
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 מה טבו אהליך יעקב משכנתיך ישראל: )כד:ה(
How goodly are your tents, O Yaakov, your dwelling places, O Israel. (24:5) 

HaRav Lazarov states in his Sefer Matei Yehuda that the way of the world is 
that when a husband buys expensive jewelry for his wife and he shows it to his 
friends and associates, his true friends will bless him: “Hashem should give you 
wealth and happiness, and you should merit to buy her more and more, and you 
should delight in much good.” In contrast to this, when his enemies see this 
expensive jewelry in his hand they curse him in their hearts: “Hashem should 
bring upon you that soon you will need to use it for collateral למשכן()  for a loan 
with interest.” The wicked Bilam saw with the power of his prophecy that Israel 
will have two Batei Mikdash and in his amazement he called out: “How goodly are 
your tents, O Yaakov” – how beautiful and nice these Batei Mikdash are, and he 
immediately adds: “Your dwelling places, O Israel” – would it be that soon you 
would have to use them as collateral, that they be taken from you as a guarantee 
for your sins. (Umatok HaOhr) 

 

Bilam turned to the desert to curse Bnei 

Yisroel (24:1). Targum Onkelos explains that he 

was trying to invoke the sin of the Eigel, the 

Golden Calf, against the Jewish nation. However, 

observes Rav Shimon Sofer, Bilam saw that the 

nation was organized and unified by Tribe and 

could only bless them (24:2). Because the nation 

was unified, he was not going to be able to bring 

any claims against them. The power of unity is so 

strong, notes the Medrash (Tanchuma, Shoftim 

§18), that it gives immunity and protects everyone. 
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                Candle Lighting: 8:02  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:48   Gra: 9:24 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:37 

Chatzos: 1:02       Sh'kiah: 8:19 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 9:08 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 9:32  

                                                 (some say 10:00) 
 
 

 
               Next Week: Pinchas 
              Candle Lighting: 7:56 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn tells a story of a non-religious couple that lived in Eretz Yisroel. They 

had a daughter, Shula, and for safety concerns, they decided to send her to the closest kindergarten 

they could find near their home, which happened to be a religious kindergarten. Shula was 5 years 

old and loved her school. Her Morah told the group stories all about Shabbos, and they would act 

out lighting Shabbos candles and having a Shabbos Seudah. Shula looked forward to her turn when 

she could be the “Shabbos Imma”, and would pretend lighting Shabbos candles at home. Shula 

begged her mother to light Shabbos candles but her mother refused. She explained to her daughter, 

“We are not religious. We don’t do these things!” Weeks went by and Shula continued to beg her 

mother until eventually her mother became frustrated and told her daughter to never mention this 

again. Shula, however, was not put off, and she had an idea. She thought, “If my mother won’t light, 

then I will light for her!” That Friday afternoon Shula took out all the money she had from her 

moneybox and walked to the local store around the corner, and she asked the store owner for two 

candles. The owner knew that Shula’s family was not religious and wouldn’t need Shabbos candles, 

so he simply assumed that Shula wanted Yartzeit candles, so he gave her two little Yartzeit candles 

that came in a metal can with the word “Zachor”, in memory, written on the side. Shula brought 

these home, not knowing the difference. She arranged her doll’s table with a white tablecloth and 

set it for a Shabbos Seudah. She placed a Kiddush cup on the table and then her candles. Copying 

what her Morah had shown her in school, Shula lit the Yartzeit candles, and watched them burn. 

After not seeing their daughter for some time, Shula’s parents went to check on her, and they were 

shocked to see her sitting next to the Yartzeit candles. They asked her what she was doing, and 

Shula said what she had learned in school. She pointed to the Yartzeit candles and said, “This candle 

is for my mother and this candle is for my father!” Her parents looked on in total astonishment. 

Their daughter was lighting Yartzeit candles for her parents, as if to say that they were no longer 

alive! It was a wake-up call like no other they ever had. They asked Shula why she was doing this 

and Shula replied, “Because you won’t light Shabbos candles yourself, I’m lighting these candles 

for you!” With tears in their eyes, her mother bought Shula to the living room. Her mother removed 

some candlesticks from the cupboard and placed them on the table. Shula smiled and watched as her 

mother lit the Shabbos candles for the first time in her life. As the months went by, Shula’s parents 

started keeping more and more Mitzvos. Her father started going to the local Shul, and very soon, 

Shula witnessed her father saying his own Kiddush at their own Shabbos Seudah! 
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       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

If there is no Kohein in Shul at the time when the 

congregation is up to Laining, or there was a Kohein 

present but no one knew that he was there, and a Yisroel 

was called up for the Aliyah in his place and he went up 

to the Bimah, even if the Yisroel said Barchu, as long as 

he didn’t begin the Brachah of Asher Bachar Banu, and 

at that moment a Kohein arrived or it became known that 

a Kohein was there, the Kohein is called up instead and 

gets the Aliyah, and begins again with Barchu. In order 

to not embarrass the Yisroel, he should remain waiting at 

the Bimah until after the Aliyos of Kohein and Levi, and 

then get the third Aliyah. However, if the Yisroel already 

began the Brachah and said Hashem’s Name, the 

Kohein can no longer be called up. The same would 

apply if a Levi is called in place of a Kohein and the 

same scenario played out. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:12) 
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 Middos       
The Apter Rav was known by the title of his Sefer, the “Oheiv Yisroel” because he was very 

meticulous in the Mitzvah of loving a fellow Jew. He was known to have said that in every single 

Parshah in the Torah, there is a hint to the Mitzvah to love a fellow Jew. He was once asked by 

his Chassidim where this Mitzvah is hinted at in Parashas Balak. The Oheiv Yisroel responded 

that Parshas Balak is an easy Parshah in which to find this allusion, for the very letters of BaLaK 

stand for the Mitzvah of V’ahavta L’rei’acha Kamocha, to love your friend as you love yourself. 

The Chassidim questioned the Apter Rav about this, saying that the word ‘V’ahavta’ begins with 

the letter ‘Vov’ and Balak begins with a ‘Bais’, and furthermore, the word ‘Kamocha’ begins with 

a ‘Chaf’, and ‘Balak’ ends with a ‘Kuf’! Two of the three letters do not match, even though they 

make the same sound! The Rebbe smiled and explained, “If you are so particular about ‘the letter 

of the law’, then you will never come to Ahavas Yisroel, to love a fellow Jew. In order to achieve 

Ahavas Yisroel, a person must be a little flexible. Don’t look so closely at the letters themselves. 

Even just looking at the sounds they make is sufficient for this lesson!”  
 

 L’Maaseh       
Rabbi Elimelech Biderman writes a 

story that he heard from the children of 

Reb Nechemya Becker, zt”l, of 

Yerushalayim. After Reb Nechemya’s 

oldest child was born, his wife became 

ill. The doctors said that the situation was 

Pikuach Nefesh, life-threatening, R”L, 

and she urgently needed an operation. 

They also told him that after the surgery, 

she wouldn’t be able to have any more 

children. Reb Nechemya traveled to the 

Chazon Ish in Bnei Brak, to ask him 

whether he should agree to the operation 

or not. He arrived just as the Chazon Ish 

was washing his hands for Minchah.  

Reb Nechemya said, “I have a question 

related to Pikuach Nefesh,” and the 

Chazon Ish immediately gave him his 

full attention. “The doctors say that my 

wife needs an operation. It is Pikuach 
Nefesh, but then she will not have more 

children.” The Chazon Ish replied, “If it 

is Pikuach Nefesh, what is the question?” 

The Chazon Ish then asked him, “Did 

you Daven Minchah yet?” Reb 

Nechemya answered that he hadn’t, and 

the Chazon Ish told him to Daven with 

them. After Minchah, the Chazon Ish 

called Reb Nechemya over and asked 

him to repeat his question again. The 

Chazon Ish listened to the question once 

again, and this time he advised not to do 

the surgery. Reb Nechemya said, “But 

just before Minchah the Rav told me to 

go ahead with the operation because it is 

Pikuach Nefesh?” The Chazon Ish 

answered, “That was what I answered 

before Minchah, and this is what I 

answer after Minchah.” Reb Nechemya 

returned to Yerushalayim and told the 

doctors that the Chazon Ish advised 

against the surgery. The doctors were in 

disbelief at the Chazon Ish, who wasn’t a 

doctor, and didn’t understand why he 

was ‘mixing into their business’. A few 

days later, Mrs. Becker came down with 

an infection, and the doctors admitted 

that if they would have performed the 

surgery, her life would have been in 

grave danger due to this infection! She 

ended up living until she was in her 

eighties, and had eight more children. 

Everything changed for her because of 

one Minchah, and this is what can be 

accomplished by Davening! 
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 בס"ד

Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Sonnenfeld relates a story. The Egged Bus Terminal in 

Yerushalayim is the site on which once stood the United Old Age Home. There was one man 

who stood out from the rest of the elderly with his erect posture and a face that gave off a joy 

of living. His name was R’ Berel Zlodovitz. R’ Berel and his brother had owned sugar 

factories and other properties in Minsk, Russia. R’ Berel generously distributed his wealth to 

Tzedakah, especially to the poor of Yerushalayim. He and his family had purchased the land 

where the Minsk Kollel built free housing for its scholars and their families. R’ Berel used to 

wake up very early every day and Daven with the Vasikin Minyan, so that he could promptly 

arrive at the factory. One morning, on his way to work, R’ Berel was detained by a man who 

begged him to help make a Minyan so that he could say Kaddish for his mother. It took a 

while to gather the Minyan, and R’ Berel was becoming impatient. Finally, after the Minayn 

was gathered and Kaddish had been said, R’ Berel ran towards his factory. When he was a 

few blocks away, he saw one of his supervisors running towards him, motioning him to 

stop. The supervisor warned him to run for his life, as the Bolsheviks had seized the factory 

and were looking for him. Waiting for that Minyan had saved his life! R’ Berel and his wife 

managed to hide and flee Russia. After World War I, they settled in Eretz Yisroel. The once 

wealthy R’ Berel arrived in Yerushalayim, penniless, with barely more than the shirt on his 

back. The people of Yerushalayim, however, remembered the kindness R’ Berel had done 

for them over the years, and they received R’ Berel and his wife with honor. The directors of 

the various institutions which he had supported gathered a special fund to put R’ Berel back 

on his feet. Instead of resuming a life of business, R’ Berel decided to devote his life to the 

study of Torah and performance of Maasim Tovim.  He and his wife were given a section to 

live in the United Old Age Home – the very institution which he had built with his 

generosity. R’ Berel lived happily and peacefully in his new surroundings. The Gaon Rav 

Yechiel Michel Tucatzinsky, Rosh Yeshivah of Yeshivah Eitz Chaim, lived nearby. R’ Berel 

had helped to support the Eitz Chaim Yeshivah, and Rav Yechiel Michel was forever 

grateful. R’ Berel and his wife became frequent Shabbos guests at Rav Yechiel Michel’s 

home. Indeed, R’ Berel was the happiest resident of the United Old Age Home, reaping the 

benefits of his “investments”, which he never dreamed he would ever need himself!  
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 

The Gemara teaches (Megilah 6b), “If someone says ‘I have tried, but I have 

not achieved anything,’ do not believe him.”  

Why is this? The Kotzker Rebbe answers that simply trying to do 

something is achieving and is an accomplishment.  

It is the effort one puts forward that counts, not necessarily the results! 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 


