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 בס"ד

 Please guard the sanctity of this publication 

 

 

[Editor:  Last week the continuation of the 

story from page 1 was mistakenly not 

included at the bottom of page 3.  We have 

included the continuation of last week’s story 

on page 2 of this week’s edition.  We 

apologize for the inconvenience.] 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch, who 

passed away in New York in 1950, once 

delineated the personality of a certain 

ordinary chasid -- not a figure of towering 

stature, just one of the chasidim of the rebbe's 

grandfather, Rabbi Shmuel of Lubavitch, 

known as the Maharash. 

This Reb Pesach lived in Homil. He was no 

Torah scholar, nor for that matter was he 

schooled in worldly matters, but he made a 

comfortable living by buying various kinds of 

merchandise in Homil and selling it to the 

shopkeepers in the villages round about. 

Just before Rosh Hashanah in the year 1866 

he joined a group of chasidim led by a chasid 

of renown named Rabbi Mordechai-Yoel, 

and they journeyed together from Homil to 

Lubavitch in order to spend the Days of Awe 

at the court of their rebbe, Reb Shmuel. 

When his turn came for yechidut -- his first 

private interview with the newly-inducted 

rebbe, the fourth in the dynasty -- he handed 

him a kvitl note in which he had written, 

amongst various personal details, the manner 

in which he made his livelihood. 

The tzadik blessed him and said: "You can 

always fulfill the words of the prophet, 'Raise 

your eyes heavenward.'" And then he added: 

"Shemais Yisrael." 

Reb Pesach went straight from the rebbe's 

study to find Rabbi Mordechai Yoel, who 

would no doubt be able to explain what 

the tzadik meant. 

"Every synagogue," began Rabbi Mordechai 

Yoel, "is built with large windows: not only 

in order to admit light, but also to enable 

people to look out at the sky. For the 

heavens, we read, are reminiscent of the 

Throne of Glory, and looking skyward 

inspires a man with the awe of heaven. And 

is what the rebbe told you. Since you spend 

much of your time on the road, and see the 

sky not only when you are seated in shul, you 

are this able at all times to fulfill the 

instruction of the Prophet Yeshayahu: 'Raise 

your eyes heavenward, and behold Who 

created these.'  

 

"Now the word Shema is made up of the initial 

letters of the first three words of this verse, and 

when a person says the Shema with every fiber 

of his being, he is elevated thereby to the level 

of Yisrael. For as you may know, the name 

Yaakov denotes a Jew when he is at the stage 

where his service of G-d is that of a servant, 

motivated by awe; the name Yisrael is 

reserved for him who serves like a son, for the 

Jew who has reached the stage where his 

service is prompted as well by his love of the 

Creator. And that is what the rebbe meant 

when he said 'Shema is Yisrael': through 

making the Shema a living experience, one can 

become worthy of being called a Yisrael." 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak of Lubavitch continued 

with the following reminiscence of his own 

childhood, when he was eleven years old: 

"Twenty-five years later, in 1891, when Reb 

Pesach paid a visit to Lubavitch for the Rosh 

HaShanah season -- as he did every two or 

three years -- he told me in detail all about that 

first yechidut in 1866, and added: 'When Rabbi 

Mordechai Yoel explained me what the rebbe 

Rabbi Shmuel had told me, I felt my soul 

lighting up, and from then on I yearned to 

understand the Torah. My neighbor, a chasid 

whom we knew as Hirshel the Watchmaker, 

taught me every so often, so that within a few 

years I was able to study a few lines for myself 

out of Tanya, Likutei Torah, and various other 

classic texts. The rebbe's words put me on my 

feet!' 

"The pleasure and the liveliness with which 

Reb Pesach recalled this experience were 

striking," recounted Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak. 

As the years rolled by Reb Pesach became a 

rich man and he moved to Lodz, where he 

dealt in manufactured goods. Then in 1928, 

when he was about ninety years of age, he 

again repeated to Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, who 

had become the sixth Rebbe of the dynasty in 

1920, what he had heard from the mouth of the 

rebbe's grandfather, Rabbi Shmuel -- and still 

with the same excitement and delight, as if this 

encounter had happened the day before. This time he 

concluded his recollection as follows: "From the time 

I first set out to try my own fortune on the road, I 

have always sought lodgings with large windows, 

and I always take a seat near a window, so that I will 

always be able to fulfill those words: 'Raise your 

eyes heavenward.' 

"Sixty-two years have now passed since I was 

privileged to hear from the rebbe, your grandfather, 

that Shema is Yisrael. Throughout all those years, 

whenever I say Shema Yisrael, at whatever point in 

the prayers -- whether it be in the obligatory daily 

reading, or while the Torah Scroll is being brought 

out of the Holy Ark, or during the responses 

of Kedusha, or in the additions to the 

penitential Tachanun prayer on Monday and 

Thursday mornings, or during the climax of Yom 

Kippur at the conclusion of the Ne'ilah service -- I 

always recall that Shema is Yisrael. 

"One request I have yet to the Almighty: When the 

time comes for me to return Him the soul which He 

has entrusted in my keeping, and I am to 

breathe Shema Yisrael for the very last time, I pray 

that He grant me a clear mind, so that then too I will 

be able to recall those words the rebbe told me --

 Shema is Yisrael!" 

"Such," observed Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, "was one of 

the ordinary chasidim of my grandfather, Rabbi 

Shmuel." 

Adapted by Yrachmiel Tilles from the rendition in A 

Treasury of Chassidic Tales (Artscroll), as translated 

by our esteemed colleague Uri Kaploun from Sipurei 

Chasidim by Rabbi S. Y. Zevin 

Biographic notes:  Rabbi Shmuel Schneersohn (2 

Iyar 1834-13 Tishrei 1882), the fourth Lubavitch 

Rebbe, known as "the Rebbe Maharash," was the 

seventh and youngest son of his predecessor, Rabbi 

Menachem Mendel Schneersohn, "the Tsemach 

Tsedek".                                                               

 

Yerachmiel Tilles is co-founder and publications director of 
Ascent-of-Safed. His mailing list 
(subscriptions@ascentofsafed.com) of over 1000 stories is 
now in its twentieth year. The first two of his 3-volume set 
of "Full Moon" chasidic stories is available for purchase at 
Ascent and on KabbalaOnline-shop.com; through the 
publisher, Koren. 

                     An Ordinary Chassid 

Shabbat  T imes –  P inchas  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 7:11 8:27 

Tel Aviv 7:29 8:30 

Haifa 7:23 8:31 

Beer Sheva 7:27 8:27 

 

  

 



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

In this week's Torah portion, Pinchas, 

an incident with the five daughters of 

Tzelafchad is related. Tzelafchad, an 

Israelite who died in the desert, had no 

sons. Only sons were entitled to an 

inheritance; therefore, the daughters of 

Tzelafchad were not permitted a portion in 

the Holy Land. 

The daughters of Tzelafchad, who were 

all known to be righteous women, objected 

to the thought that their family would not 

have a part in the land of Israel. They went 

before Moshe, who presented the case to 

G-d. G-d said to Moshe, "The daughters of 

Tzelafchad speak right. You shall surely 

give them a possession of an inheritance 

among their father's brethren" (Numbers 

27:7). 

The above-mentioned episode is just 

one example in the Torah of the 

relationship of the Jewish women to the 

Land of Israel. 

When the spies returned from the land 

of Canaan with reports of fortified cities, 

armies, and giants, the men decided to turn 

back to Egypt.  

But the women remained steadfast in 

their desire to enter the land. 

Consequently, only the men of military 

age were punished; they were to die in the 

desert. The women, however, entered the 

Land. 

Tzelafchad's daughters were 

descendants of the tribe of Menashe, who 

had asked Moshe for permission to settle 

on the eastern side of the Jordan.  

They could easily have obtained land 

on that side, since the land there was 

distributed through Moshe personally. But, 

they were not content with such a portion. 

They loved the Holy Land and wanted a 

share in it. 

The task they had set for themselves 

was not easy. The established judicial 

system was comprised of judges over fifty, 

one hundred, one thousand, etc.  

The daughters had to approach various 

Torah study and performance of mitzvot. 

But, with the right approach, we too, 

can merit a portion in our rightful 

inheritance.  

We must be willing to try to overcome 

the seemingly "impossible" obstacles, just 

as Tzelafchad's daughters did. If we 

undertake it with the same attitude of love 

as Tzelafchad's daughters, then certainly 

we will achieve our goal. 

 

Adapted from the teachings of the 

Lubavitcher Rebbe; Shabbos Table, From 

our Sages and Moshiach Now! reprinted 

from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / 

NYC) 

 

LOVING THE LAND 

 

judges, each one referring the 

matter to higher authorities until it 

was finally brought to Moshe, 

himself. 

Tzelafchad's daughters were 

willing to try to overcome such a 

seemingly impossible and tiring 

obstacle to receive their portion. 

This incident can serve as a 

lesson to us in our daily lives, too. 

G-d demands that we conduct our 

lives according to certain 

guidelines.  

Yet at the same time, He created 

and organized the universe in such a 

way that it seems to preclude proper 

fulfillment of our obligations of 

THE SECRET VALUE OF A JEW 
 

The Baal Shem Tov once went to the mikveh 

in a place that was populated by goyim. On 

his way back he was afraid that a goy might 

touch him. While he was walking, he 

overheard one goy tell another, “Be careful 

not to touch this contaminated Yid.” His 

grandson, the author of Degel Machaneh 

Ephraim explained that this is the meaning of 

the possuk, “They are a nation that dwells 

apart.” The Yidden do not mingle with the 

goyim because (as that possuk continues), 

“they are not counted among the nations,” that 

is to say, the Yidden are not esteemed in the 

eyes of the goyim. And paradoxically, this is 

for the Yid’s benefit!  (reprinted from Merkaz 

Anash) 

And the Children of Korach did not 

die (26:11) 

 

They did not die, and in every 

generation Korach's "inheritors" - 

those who rebel against the Moses of 

that generation - are alive and well, 

continuing in his path. 

 
(The Lubavitcher Rebbe ) 

 
It is a continual burnt offering (olat 

tamid), which was ordained at Mount 

Sinai (Num. 28:6) 

 

The words "olat tamid," which mean 

literally "continually rising upward," 

allude to the "concealed love of G-d" 

that is an essential component of the 

Jewish soul. It is derived from the 

Jewish people's experience at Mount 

Sinai, when the revelation of G-d's 

Essence was so intense that from that 

point on it became an integral part of 

their very being.  

 
 (Ohr HaTorah, the Tzemach Tzedek) 

 

 

My sacrifice...you shall observe to offer to 

me in its time (Num. 28:2)  

 

The Hebrew word used here for "observe" 

is often used to imply hopeful anticipation 

of a future happening. Though we do not 

have the opportunity to observe the laws 

of sacrifice while in exile, our constant 

anticipation and hope for the rebuilding of 

the Temple gives us a portion in the 

sacrifices which were previously offered 

there. 

 
 (Sefat Emet) 

 Let the L-rd, the G-d of all living souls, 

appoint a man over the congregation 

(Num. 27:16) 

 

Rashi explains that Moses was asking G-d 

to appoint a leader who would be able to 

understand each person according to that 

person's needs. 

 

 Moses referred to G-d as the "G-d of all 

living souls." This was to underline that 

the leader should be one who loves all 

Jews in an equal and fair manner, 

regardless of their fear of G-d, or position. 
 (Kedushat Levi) 

(cont. from last week from story on pg. 1) 

 

 "After the last kaddish, I requested of the Rebbe's 

personal attendant to allow me to enter the Rebbe's 

room for a private audience. When he exited the 

Rebbe's room, he held the door open and signaled 

me to go in.  The Rebbe looked up at me with a 

penetrating stare. Then he said, kindly, 'Who are 

you and what is your request?'  I was so 

overwhelmed with emotion I couldn't bring myself 

to speak. When I finally regained control of 

myself, I said, 'Do I really have to tell the Rebbe 

who I am? Was it not only two weeks ago that the 

Rebbe ruled in my favor for life in the Heavenly 

Court?' Then I burst into uncontrollable tears.  

When I finally calmed down, the Rebbe extended 

his hand to me for that traditional limp handshake, 

and while still holding my hand said, 'Nu, G-d 

Almighty should bless you with long years and a 

good, prosperous life.'  I left his presence still in a 

very emotional state. I thought to myself the best 

thing to calm down would be to study some Ohr 

HaChaim, since in the merit of doing so I had been 

granted a new lease on life. So here I am.…" 

 

Source: Translated and supplemented by 

Yerachmiel Tilles from the Hebrew weekly, Sichat 

HaShavua #1381. Connection: The 273rd yahrzeit 

of the Ohr HaChayim is on Tammuz 15. 

 

    



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Coming Closer 

 
The Mezritcher Maggid taught that during the time of golus it is easier 

to connect to HaShem than when the Beis HaMikdash stood. In fact it 

is even easier during the Three Weeks, when the Beis HaMikdash was 

destroyed. 

 

Reb Elimelech of Lyzhensk explained this surprising statement by 

means of an "incredible and sweet mashal" that he once heard from 

the Maggid:  A close friend of the king once invited the king to come 

to a special feast in his home. The king of course turned down his 

warm request, since it is unbefitting for a king to leave his palace, 

apart from exceptional circumstances and extraordinary requests.  It 

once happened that the king was on the road and night was 

approaching, so he ordered his convoy to stop at a modest hotel in a 

nearby village. Although it was nothing like his magnificent palace, 

he was willing to spend the night there, provided that it was clean.  

Similarly, in the times of the Beis HaMikdash one had to refine 

himself to lofty levels in order to acquire ruach hakodesh. But today, 

when the Shechina is wandering in golus, it will rest wherever it can 

find a home, so long as it is clean of sin. 

 

The Koznitzer Maggid quotes the Mezritcher Maggid as finding an 

allusion to this in Eicha, which says, "All those who pursued her 

 caught her between the boundaries (bein hametzarim)." At the (רודפיה)

straightforward level of pshat, that possuk simply describes the 

nations' pursuit of the Yidden during that three-week period. Yet it 

can also be understood to refer to the special ability of Yidden to 

pursue Hashem (ה"י רודף) during this somber time. 

 

Stubborn Service 

 
The Rebbe Rashab once said: In this era of the "footsteps of 

Mashiach," it is essential for a person not to follow his understanding, 

since mortal reason is often misleading. Rather, we should observe the 

Torah out of a simple and unquestioning faith in HaShem. 

 

In the time of the Beis HaMikdash, when the Divine Presence was 

openly manifest, the Divine sparks that had fallen into the kelipos 

were sifted and elevated as a matter of course:  the kelipos 

spontaneously became null and void, losing their separate identity as 

they became incorporated in the forces of holiness, just as a candle 

becomes lost in a great flame.  Moreover, Yidden delighted in their 

Divine service on account of the intense revelation of Elokus in the 

Beis HaMikdash, and by nature they were drawn to it.   

 

In the time of golus, by contrast, a man's avoda is motivated mainly by 

the attribute of Netzach, conquest. This involves battling and standing 

firm against all the internal and external forces that hinder anyone who 

seeks to draw close to HaShem. Indeed, the attribute of Netzach is 

aroused specifically when one is challenged by obstacles. 

 

Another characteristic motivated by the attribute of Netzach: Even 

when one does not derive delight from the pleasant flavor (taam) of 

his service, he persists in his service notwithstanding, in a way that 

transcends intellectual delight and understanding (lemaala mitaam 

vadaas). 

 

The Frierdiker Rebbe once said: We are living in ikvesa diMeshicha, 

the era that can hear the approaching footsteps of Mashiach. We are, 

so to speak, the "feet" – our avodah is based on simple, unwavering 

emuna.  What matters most is not how well developed are our 

intellectual attainments and our middos, but that we stand firmly on 

our "feet," not retreating, and conceding nothing. For sure one should 

be mekarev others to Yiddishkeit, but without giving ground. If you're 

standing on the tenth step and the other fellow is on the first step, you 

shouldn't go downstairs towards him. Rather, stretch out your hand 

and draw him up towards yourself. 

THE FINAL STRETCH 

 

            Above Exile             

Although a Jew is found in 

exile, he is above exile. He 

does not, in essence, belong 

there and was sent into exile 

by G-d to fulfill a mission. 

Therefore, "a person's agent is 

like the person himself," and 

"the servant of a king is a 

king;" i.e., a Jew like G-d 

stands above the exile and it 

has no effect on him.           

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

         Transformation             

The Prophet Isaiah 

prophecized: "I shall bring 

your seed from the east, and 

gather you in from the west; I 

shall say to the north, 'Give 

forth!' and to the south, 'Keep 

not back!' " (Isaiah 43:5-6). 

The north signifies the source 

of evil in the universe, as in 

Jeremia (1:14) "From out of 

the north shall the evil break 

forth." Yet when Moshiach 

comes, even the "north" will 

be transfigured, and will 

cooperate in the redemption 

and ingathering of the exiled 

Jewish people. (The 

Lubavitcher Rebbe, Likutei 

Sichot, Vol. IV, p. 1065)  

(reprinted from 
www.LchaimWeekly.org – 
LYO / NYC) 

 

Before he passed away, Moshe Rabbeinu was shown all the 

generations of the future.  When he gazed upon our 

spiritually poor generation, whose comprehension of Elokus 

is close to nothing, and yet despite all of its difficulties 

Yidden in this generation fulfill Torah and mitzvos and daven 

with a chassidishe geshmak, with bitachon and simple 

emuna, he was so utterly overawed that he felt less worthy 

than them. 

 

Final Foretaste 

 
There are two explanations as to why pnimiyus haTorah was 

revealed precisely in these last generations before Moshiach: 

(1) Since the darkness of galus is thickening, an ever more 

brilliant light is required to pierce it. (2) It is a foretaste of 

the Torah's secrets which will be fully revealed in the Days 

of Moshiach. Though the first reason emphasizes the lowly 

state of our generation, while the second highlights our 

privilege of being granted a glimmer of the future revelation, 

they are not in contradiction. The essential power of 

pnimiyus haTorah is expressed specifically in lighting up the 

heavy darkness at the end of golus. 

 

Reprinted from Merkaz Anash 

 

  



 

How does a new hat store promote its 

opening to local Lubavitchers? By hosting a 

farbrengen for Gimmel Tammuz. 

 

The Tzemach Tzedek Synagogue and Beis 

Midrash of Tzfas teamed up with community 

members to hold a Gimmel Tammuz 

farbrengen in an unusual place -- a hat and 

wine store.  Sherlock's Hattery and Earth & 

Air Boutique Winery will soon open on the 

city's main thoroughfare at 51 Jerusalem 

Street. In a town teeming with Lubavitchers, 

they are expecting built-in clientle.  The store 

is owned and operated by New York City 

police officer turned rabbi, Moshe Moodie, 

with high-caliber wines stocked by fellow 

Rabbi Amichai Cohen.   

 

The store, to open next week, appears headed 

for success, not only for the special brocho it 

received by featured farbrengen speaker, 

Rabbi Schneur Zalman Gafne at the Tuesday 

night event, but also for its novelty.  

Currently, Chabad chassidim and others have 

to travel 2.5 hours south in Israel to the 

nearest exclusive hatteries in places like Bnei 

New Hat Store’s Clever Promotion 

Brak and Jerusalem for appropriate 

styles.  The store will also offer unique 

to the region hat cleaning and 

restoration services, and will carry a line 

of high-end other style hats for men and 

women, Moodie said. 

 

Rabbi Gafne captivated the standing 

room only crowd that swelled to as 

many as 70 people with stories of 

inspiration on themes including 

remaining upbeat despite being 

challenged by the times by always 

looking to Heaven and by not giving up 

on the Rebbe's goals.  

 

"He's still governing the whole thing," 

Rabbi Gafne said, with intermittent 

passersby looking on from the street. 

"Nothing has changed. You just can't let 

your heart turn to stone."  

 

The Tzemach Tzedek Shul and Beis 

Midrash, directed by Rabbi Gavriel and 

Mrs. Sara Marzel, joined long-time 

community member, Ascent of Safed 

Rabbi Mordechai Siev and Rabbi 

Moodie, to put together the successful 

event. The Marzels also direct the 

nearby Chabad House of the Old City. 

 

By Yehuda Sugar, reprinted from 

Collive 

 

 

 

 
Zhug is a popular condiment at the 

Shabbos table and it is very easy to make.  

Combine in your food processor 1/4 cup 

of water, 2 whole heads of garlic peeled, 

1 and a 1/2 bags of the ore-checked 

cusbara, 6 hot peppers (I like the big 

green ones...but you can substitute one 

regular red or green pepper for one of 

them), 1 T sea salt (coarse), 2-3 tsp 

ground cumin and 2 T coarse black 

pepper. Process until it forms a smooth 

paste. 

 by Alizah Hochstead, alizahh@hotmail.com    
 

 

Farbrengen 

Question:   I have been having stomach aches and I was told 

they are stress related.  Maybe it is true because when I am very 
busy and there is pressure, my stomach does start to hurt.  But, 
honestly, I am in my 50s and I really don’t think I can change.  I 
think once people get to a certain age, they are who they are.  My 
wife doesn’t buy it, she thinks I am just trying to get out of making 
the hard changes that are necessary.  It frustrates her.   We 
agreed I would ask you and see what you think.   
 

Answer:   The stomach is one of the places in our bodies 

where we hold stress.  When we are fearful or worried the stress 
and anxiety can find a home in our stomachs.    However, as a first 
step, it would be good to consult a medical doctor so as to rule out 
any other possibilities.   Yet, assuming the stomach aches are 
stress related, what can be done?   
 
I would like to suggest something that is going to sound quite 
simplistic, however, it has been found to be effective.  When you 
feel under stress quietly say to yourself, “it’s OK”.  Actually say the 
words, don’t just think them.   You will be surprised how calming 
this simple phrase can be.  But, let’s also explore why this works. 
 
In the early 1900s the Rebbe Rashab (the fifth Rebbe of Chabad) 
met with Sigmund Freud.  The Rebbe Rashab explained that 
Chassidus requires that the head explains to the heart what the 
person should want, and that the heart implement in the person's 
life that which the head understands.  Freud questioned, how do 
you do this? Are not the head and heart two continents completely 
separated?  The Rebbe Rashab answered that the goal of 
Chasidus is to build a bridge that will span these two continents, or 
at least to connect them with telephone lines and electric wires so 
that the light of the mind, the light of the brain, should reach the 
heart as well. 
 
Without the bridge connecting the mind and heart, a person can 
understand that Hashem controls everything and everything is for 
the good, yet be plagued by constant worry, i.e., “I hope I don’t 
miss the bus”; “I hope my wife/husband will not get upset with me”; 
“What if we do not have money to pay our expenses,”; “how will 
our kids turn out,”; etc, etc., etc.  Da'at, knowledge, is the faculty of 
intellect which acts as a bridge, joining the intellect and emotions. 
 It enables the intellect to affect the emotions.  For example, when 
we truly internalize that something is dangerous we feel fear when 
confronted by that thing.  The knowledge (da’at) that the thing is 
dangerous causes us to be afraid.   
 
“It’s OK”, acts as this bridge in that it speaks to both intellect and 
emotion.  On the one hand, it contains our understanding that, “It’s 
OK, Hashem is in control and all is for the good.  If you miss your 
bus, it’s OK, all will work out.”  At the same time, it is soothing and 
touches our emotions.  It comes from a place of confidence and 
strength yet speaks a language the emotions can relate to.  “It’s 
OK” comprises both awareness and emotion and is therefore able 
to bridge the seeming expanse.   
 
There are a number of good books regarding Divine Providence 
that would be helpful to learn.  One in particular is, “As a Father 
Loves his only Son”, based on teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
on Trusting in G-d.  The deeper your knowledge of Divine 
Providence, the more effective will be the “It’s OK”.    
 
While you might feel it is hard to change, I would not throw in the 
towel.  We are taught that Hashem leads a person in the direction 
he wants to go.  If you want to change, Hashem will help.  In 
addition, the fact that you have been given this challenge means 
that Hashem has provided you the unique capabilities to overcome 
and reveal the inner good that is within the challenge. 
 
I addition, it could be helpful to consult with someone who can 
advise you on healthy eating, exercise, time management and 
getting the proper rest.  All of these can help to alleviate your 
stomach pains and improve your overall physical health. 
Email questions to coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com; Aharon 
Schmidt, marriage & individual coaching and counseling; 
Jerusalem and Bet Shemesh; 
coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 052-524-6528 
 

Halacha Corner – Swapped Coat: Someone took my 

raincoat at a simcha and left me his, which doesn’t have an indication of 

who owns it. May I use it? Shulchan Aruch rules that if your garment was 

switched at an event or at a shop (e.g. cleaners) you may not use the exchanged 

garment. Although the owner presumably has your garment, he never agreed to the 

exchange and you may not use his garment without permission. Instead, you must 

hold onto it until the owner turns up, and return it to him even if he doesn’t have 

yours anymore. Contemporary poskim write that after a given length of time, you 

may assume that the switcher realized his mistake and now allows you to take and 

use his garment, in place of your garment which he took. Until that time passes you 

cannot take the other’s object, and if you did you must wait until the time passes to 

use it. The amount of time that it takes for the switcher to realize his mistake 

depends on the place, the time, and the type of item. However, you must be certain 

that the coat you found belongs to the one who took your coat, and not to a third 

person. You are also required to place a sign in a relevant place that the one who 

made the switch can contact you to get his switched item. What about generic items 

which the owner will most likely never realize that he made a switch (e.g. common 

umbrella)? Some poskim rule that you may use impersonal items which people are 

not particular about if switched, even before the switcher realizes. If it seems like 

the switch was done intentionally (i.e. yours was noticeably better), poskim say that 

you may take his item immediately.  If you are unsure if the object is yours and it 

doesn’t have an identifying mark (siman), you may possess it immediately.  Rabbi 

Chaim Hillel Raskin Rov - Kfar Chabad Beis, reprinted from Merkaz Anash 
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