
 

 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת 
ms  

We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

To subscribe directly or unsubscribe please 
send an email to: 

shemetz.taher@gmail.com 
 

Look out for details of the forthcoming  
book/e-book of divrei Torah 

from Kodesh Press 
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 ְׁשֵּתי ֹתִרים אֹו־ְׁשֵני ְבֵני־יֹוָנה ַלד'     [5:7] 

 
 

 

 

Two turtledoves or two young doves for Hashem 

The Ibn Ezra explains why it is that two birds are necessary to provide a substitute for one 

animal.  With an animal chattos (sin offering), there are inner limbs and fats that are burned 

on the altar.  As this is not the case with a bird, an additional bird for an oloh, which is burnt 

entirely on the altar, serves in place of the animal's innards.  In relation to this, the sefer 

Mekor Boruch recounts an occasion when its author, Rav Nochum Boruch Ginsberg, visited 

the Meshech Chochmo (Rav Meir Simcha haKohen of Dvinsk) and found him in an 

exceptionally buoyant mood.  Rav Meir explained that, only moments before Rav Nochum 

Boruch’s arrival, he had conceived a particularly insightful chiddush (novel Torah thought) 

and had then dozed off.  In his sleep, he observed great rabbis of the past sitting in Gan Eden 

and discussing the regrettable dearth of chiddushim being produced on earth.  At this point, 

the Rashba (Spain 1235-1310) announced that in the town of Dvinsk there was a rov who 

had produced a chiddush that was greater than his own.  Then, Rav Meir Simcha awoke.  He 

proceeded to tell Rav Nochum Boruch about his Torah-thought.  The Gemoro in Maseches 

Chullin [22a] states that the bird brought as an oloh can only be offered up in the daytime. 

This seems obvious as we learn from a possuk in Parshas Tzav that all korbonos must be 

offered up only by day.  Yet, the Gemoro answers that we might have thought that the oloh-

bird is an exception to this rule.  The Rashba wrote that he did not understand this answer 

and sought to reinterpret the Gemoro.  Rav Meir Simcha explained that, as the only reason 

for the oloh-bird is to provide a replacement for the usual animal limbs and such limbs could 

be, and were, burnt all night long in the Beis haMikdosh, we might well have thought that 

the same permission should apply to the oloh-bird. 

 

You shall salt your every minchah-offering with salt 

If all korbonos (offerings) require salt, why does the Torah specifically mention this in the context of the korban minchah?  The Belzer 

Rebbe, Rav Yissachar Dov zt"l explains by reference to the two altars in the Mishkan.  The copper mizbei’ach in the courtyard was used 

for the animal offerings and was mechaper (atoned) for the aveiros (sins) of our guf (body).  The golden mizbei’ach, which was inside the 

Mishkan, was intended to be mechaper for the damage that we cause to our neshomo (soul).  On this mizbei’ach they offered the sweet-

smelling ketores, which the Gemoro in Maseches Brochos [43b] says is an aroma from which the neshomo has pleasure.  Salt is derived 

from water.  Water connects heaven and earth as there are both heavenly waters and earthly waters.  Our task in this world is to connect 

shomayim (heaven) and oretz (earth).  This is why, the Rebbe observes, we place salt on our dining table.  Our table is a mizbei'ach and 

on it we combine heaven and earth by indulging in the most mundane and earthly activity of eating le’shem shomayim (for the sake of 

heaven).  The salt reminds us that the point of our eating is to have the strength and energy with which to serve Hashem.  The .… page 2 
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And if a person brings a minchahl-offering before Hashem 

Rashi points out on this possuk that the word נפש 

(person/soul) used here in relation to the minchah offering, 

does not appear in the pesukim related to any of the other 

voluntary offerings.  He explains that since it was the poor 

man who would generally donate a minchah offering, which 

although a more affordable option would still require 

financial sacrifice, Hashem considers it as if the poor man has 

offered himself up on the altar.  When a Jew brings a קרבן, 

Hashem is completely unconcerned with the size or monetary 

value of the offering.  All Hashem desires from us is that the 

 should cause us to come nearer to Him and should be קרבן

accompanied with enthusiasm to do His bidding.  Rashi also 

quotes the Mishnah in Menochos [13:11] which describes 

how the same phrase אשה ריח ניחוח– a pleasing fragrance is 

used to describe animal offerings and bird offerings as well as 

the minchah.  The Mishnah goes on to say that this consistent 

terminology teaches us that whether one donates a large 

amount or a small amount, it is properly directing one’s heart 

to Shomayim that really matters.  Indeed, there is a hint to 

this in the word לב – heart, as explained by my holy ancestor, 

the Rebbe Reb Pinchas.  The letters immediately before the 

 which ,אך which make up the word ,א and כ are ב and the ל

implies a reduction or constriction.  The two letters after the 

 an expression – גם which form the word ,ג and מ are ב and ל

of increase or enlargement.  This underscores the message 

that, whether the donation or offering is large or small, the 

central and vital component of our actions is a pure heart 

directed to Shomayim. 

… minchah offering was comprised of flour, a most 

earthly substance, and levona, which is a spice used in 

the ketores Therefore, the minchah, more so than any 

other korban, combined the dual atonements of body 

and soul in its ceremony. The message of the Torah is 

that the salt on our tables constitutes a perpetual 

reminder that all our avodah (toil) in this world should 

be for the sake of elevating earthly physicality to a 

higher, heavenly realm. In answer to our original 

question about salt, the sefer Melo ho'Omer offers a 

different and illuminating insight. As the korbonos are 

designed to rectify and cleanse the elements in the 

world profaned by the sinner's acts, they include 

components of each of the four elements of existence. 

These are identified by Chazal as domem, tzome’ach, 

chai and medaber, which equate with mineral, 

vegetable, animal and human, respectively. Thus, in 

almost every offering, and to achieve complete 

atonement, there is salt (mineral), olive oil and wine 

(vegetable), the animal and the kohein (human), who is 

involved directly in the process. However, as the 

minchah offering lacks the animal element, we might 

have thought that the salt was also not required. This is 

why the Torah juxtaposes the need always to include 

salt with the details of the minchah. Of course, as many 

observe, the animal element, so to speak, in the 

minchah can be viewed as the poor person, who gives 

of his very self for the sake of the korban. 

 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

HaRav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach paskens that 

lechatchilo one should try to find a reading of 

Parshas Zochor that is consonant with one’s 

personal mesoroh (tradition) of pronunciation.  

Even if it involves a degree of effort, it is 

worthwhile as Parshas Zochor is a mitzvah that 
comes around but once a year.  However, Rav 

Shlomo Zalman says that it should not be read 

over again in Shul in different pronunciations to 

multiple minhogim for three reasons. First 

because it does not afford proper respect to 

the congregation.  Secondly, everyone 
was yotzei (fulfilled their obligation) 

the first time. Thirdly, this was 

never done in earlier 

generations. 
 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

ְוֶנֶפׁש ִּכי־ַתְקִריב ָקְרַּבן ִמְנָחה ַלד'   [2:1]  
 


