
()ז:י"ח ביום השני הקריב נתנאל בן צוער נשיא יששכר  

On the second day, Nesanel Ben Tzu-ar the Prince of 

Yissachar brought his offering. (7:18) 

Every Bar Mitzvah boy knows that the longest parsha 
in the Torah is parshas Nasso. At first, it seems 
daunting to land a parsha of 176 pesukim. But after 
the bar mitzvah lessons begin, the bar mitzvah boy 
comes to the realization that it is not a difficult 
parsha at all. The majority of the parsha is filled with 
repetition, citing the identical offerings for each and 
every nasi (tribal leader) over and over again. 
The question that begs to be asked is: why couldn’t 
the Torah simply mention the offerings the first time 
and then just say that the other Nesi’im brought the 
exact same offerings? There are many answers that 
are offered among the mefarshim. I would like to 
share two of them. 
I remember from my teenage years that I came to 
shul one shaabos night wearing a brand new necktie. 
Sure enough, another person had the same exact 
necktie as well. On shaabos morning, the other 
person had switched his necktie. I noticed that after 
that shaabos this person never wore it again. 
Possibly, it seemed beneath him to have something 
that others had as well. In truth, the fact that 
someone else possesses the identical item that you 
have, doesn’t take away from its beauty. For a 
teenager it may be a necktie or perhaps a new dress 
for yom tov, and for adults it may be a car. Each 
person wants his/her own identity. There is a 
sublime fear that we won’t be making a splash if we 
just do what the other person is doing or has already 
done. So we try to be different. 
The Alter of Kelm comments that with the offerings of 
the Nesi’im, the Torah is teaching us a 
huge chidush/novelty. When Hashem looks at our 
actions, it makes no difference what everyone else is 
doing. HaShem’s pleasure with each individual who 
performs a mitzvah is so great; it is as if each Jew is 
the only one in the world who performed that 
mitzvah. HaShem pays no attention to the fact that 
many others have done the same thing. The 
happiness in shomayim is not diminished in any way 
because someone else is also did it. 
When a parent has six children, they are forced to 
divide themselves in many different ways to 
accommodate all of them. With one son, a father can 

give all his love and time to that child. However, 
come five children later, the father is forced to divide 
up his love and time amongst all the children. By 
contrast, the Aibeshter’s “fatherly” love towards His 
kinderlach is endless! No matter how many children 
He has, there is no dividing by HaShem. Each child 
receives 100% attention and devotion. 
The Torah repeated the entire offering of each Nasi, 
to bring home this point. In the “eyes” of HaShem, 
each and every Nasi that brought his offering was the 
very first to ever bring this. 
The second answer to our question comes on a 
personal level. At times we feel that life becomes 
repetitious. With the same day-in and day-out 
routine, we start to lose enthusiasm for things. 
Perhaps in business, there are new ventures that 
keep things fresh. For those that learn the Daf Yomi, 
one day we can learn about star gazing and the next 
day we can be discussing the validity of a witness that 
has a bad gambling habit. But what about our tfillah? 
Shemonah esrai is the same 19 brochos thrice daily. 
At some point it can grow stale. Does HaShem really 
want to hear the same requests yet again? Imagine a 
meshulach comes to your door and makes a request. 
Perhaps this particular collector is more polished 
than the other four people in the car waiting on line 
to approach. Let us assume that he grabs your 
attention and his request really hits home. So the 
cheque-book opens and a handsome donation is 
given. The door closes and another ring of the bell. 
The exact same request is made!  Let’s say that this 
happens many times a day by the same person. The 
giver will no doubt become weary really quickly. 
However, the repetition of the Nesi’im can teach us 
that HaShem views every korban as if it was the very 
first received. Similarly, HaShem takes great pleasure 
with each and every tefillah that we say, even if just 
said the same tefillah a few hours earlier. Each 
tefillah that we offer is looked at as if it was the first 
tefillah we ever said. It is as if we are asking for the 
very first time. 
Let us always look at our mitzvos and tfillos as 
unique. Let us realize that each one of us have our 
own special place in front of HaShem. His love for His 
kinderlach is boundless. All that waits is for us to 
reciprocate. 
 

Good Shaabos!!!  מרדכי אפפעל 
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