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 לע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל 
לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״י

ים …      ית כד:לב(… ַוְיַפַתח ַהְגַמלִּ )ְבֵראשִּ  
… and he unfastened [the muzzle] from the camels … 

ים    ְשדֹות  ֲאֵחרִּ ְך  בִּ רֶׁ ְרעּו  ַבדֶׁ ֺּא  יִּ ל ם  שֶׁ יהֶׁ ת  פִּ ָהָיה  סֹוֵתם  אֶׁ ם,  שֶׁ ָלהֶׁ יר  ָזָמם  שֶׁ תִּ הִּ
״י ד״ה  (.   ַוְיַפַתח)ַרשִּ  

״י]    explains] He untied their muzzle, for he had covered ַרשִּ
their  mouths  so  that  they  would  not  graze  along  the  way  in  
fields belonging to others. 
 There is a fascinating question found in the ְדָרש ַרָבה  (ס:ח) מִּ
on these words. ר׳ הּוָנא and ְרְמָיה  were baffled that animals ר׳ יִּ
belonging to ינּו ָיא ַבר ַרָבה needed muzzling. They asked ַאְבָרָהם ָאבִּ  ,ר׳ חִּ
“Were the camels belonging to ינּו  less observant than the ַאְבָרָהם ָאבִּ
donkey of יר ן ָיאִּ ְנָחס בֶׁ   ”?Why did the camels require muzzles ?ר׳ פִּ
 The ְדָרש יר explains the episode of מִּ ן ָיאִּ ְנָחס בֶׁ  s’ר׳ פִּ
‘observant’ donkey. יר ן ָיאִּ ְנָחס בֶׁ  s donkey was stolen by thieves in’ר׳ פִּ
the middle of the night.  While the donkey was with the bandits, it 
refused to eat the stolen food. After three days, the bandits started 
panicking and said, “Let us return it to its owner, so that it will not die 
and cause the cave to smell.” The donkey was released, and it walked 
up to its master’s gate and brayed. 
יר  ן ָיאִּ ְנָחס בֶׁ  told his servants, “Open the gate for the ר׳ פִּ
starving animal; it has not eaten for three days.” The servants let it in 
and tried to feed it barley, but it did not eat. They were puzzled and 
said, “י בִּ  ”.it does not want to eat ,רֶׁ
 He asked them, “Is the barley fresh?” They answered, “Yes.” 
 He then asked, “Did you take off the tithe for ְדַמאי 
(purchased produce from which one is not sure whether the seller 

took the required ְתרּומֹות and ַמֲעְשרֹות)?” 
 They said, “No, for did not י בִּ  teach us: ‘If one buys produce רֶׁ
only for animal food … etc. then the produce is exempt from the laws 
of ְדַמאי’?” 
 He said to them, “What can we do? My donkey is very 
יר  it is very stringent with itself!” So they tithed the barley, and it ;ַמְחמִּ
ate. 
 The ת ַהָשרֹון לֶׁ  that answers this ֲחַתם סֹוֵפר quotes a ֲחַבצֶׁ
question. ינּו  muzzled the camels only for others to learn ַאְבָרָהם ָאבִּ
from;  indeed  they  would  not  have  eaten  forbidden  food,  but  by 
muzzling them, this would avoid any possibility of ת  strife. The ,ַמֲחֺלקֶׁ
ְצָוה תי״ח ּנּוְך מִּ ינּו teaches that חִּ  spent his life teaching the ַאְבָרָהם ָאבִּ
proper way to behave and making ד׳ beloved and respected by the rest 
of world.  

ם   -ִמְצָוה תי״ח  ִמְצַות ַאֲהַבת ַהשֵּׁ  
 We have a ְצַות ַעֵשה יָך as it says ,ד׳ to love מִּ  ,ְוָאַהְבָת ֵאת ד׳ ֱאֺלקֶׁ
and you shall love ד׳ your G-d (ים ו:ה  How does a person come to .(ְדָברִּ
love ד׳? If a person takes time to think about His ְצֹות  and the beauty מִּ
of His creation, he can reach the ultimate love and joy in י .ד׳ ְפרִּ  ,asks סִּ
“It says:  יָך …ְוָאַהְבָת ֵאת ד׳ ֱאֺלקֶׁ  — How do I grow to love ָך ?ד׳  ,ַעל ְלָבבֶׁ
upon your heart! The love of ד׳ grows with thinking about the wisdom 
of ד׳’s תֹוָרה.  The י ְפרִּ  should ד׳ tells us that the love a person has for סִּ
inspire others to serve Him, as we find with ינּו ּנּוְך The .ַאְבָרָהם ָאבִּ  חִּ
points out that a person cannot grasp the beauty of a ְצָוה  unless he מִּ
fulfills it out of love for Him.    

Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע 

 ר׳ ִיָששָכר דֹוב was born in Belz, Poland, to ר׳ ָמְרְדַכי רֹוֵקַח ַזַצ״ל
(3rd Belzer ֶרִבי) and ַחָיה ְדבֹוָרה. His father learned with him 
for 3 hours every night, and asked that he record all the 

 ִמְנָהִגים of Belz. His notes became the cherished link to the Belzer ִמְנָהִגים
and ִדְבֵרי ּתֹוָרה of the previous Belzer ֶרִבי. From 1927 until WWII, he was ָרב 
of Biłgoraj, where he established a ַּתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה, ְיִשיָבה   and served as  ַאב ֵבית
ֶאֶרץ  In 1944, he arrived in .ימ״ש ,His family was killed by the Nazis .ִדין
 He was a dynamic leader .(ֶרִבי 4th Belzer) his brother ,ר׳ ַאֲהֺרן with ִיְשָרֵאל
and ַּתְלִמיד ָחָכם; together they rebuilt the new Belz ְקִהיָלה. He remarried 
and his only child, ר׳ ִיָששָכר דֹוב, is the current Belzer ַשִליָט״א ,ֶרִבי. 

 כ״ה מרחשון
5661 — 5710 
1901 — 1949 

 The deep respect that the Belzer Rebbe, R’ 
Aharon (R’ Ahrehle), and his younger 
brother, R Mordechai (R’ Mottele), had 
for each other gave new meaning to the 
words ד ם ָיחַּ ת ַאִחים גַּ בֶׁ  R’ Mottele .שֶׁ
would say, “When I want to enter my 
brother's room, I am overcome by fear, 
knowing who it is I am going to see…” On 
the other hand, R’ Ahrele was known to 
say, "ס ְוָשלֹום  that he leave me! For he is חַּ
my  right  hand,  and  it  is  impossible  that  I  be  left 
without him!" 

TorahThoughts



You Get What You DeserveLiving   Torahwith 
the

*Since we only discuss 1-3 ֲהָלכֹות, it is important to consider these ֲהָלכֹות in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

Chofetz ChaimMoment

יָך  …  ה ְוָאְמָרה ְשֵתה ְוַגם ְגַמלֶׁ ְשתֶׁ י ָנא ַכֵדְך ְואֶׁ יָה ַהטִּ ר ֺאַמר ֵאלֶׁ ְוָהָיה ַהַנֲעָר ֲאשֶׁ
ה ֺאָתּה ֺהַכְחָת  ית כד:יד( … ַאְשקֶׁ )ְבֵראשִּ  

 … Let it be that the maiden to whom I shall say, “Please tip 
over your jug so I may drink,” and who replies, “Drink, and I will even 
water your camels,” her will You have designated … 
 The י ר explains that while ֵבית ַהֵלוִּ זֶׁ יעֶׁ  focused mainly on ֱאלִּ
ְבָקה  s kindness, he also addressed her ability to intertwine this trait’רִּ
with wisdom and sensitivity. ר זֶׁ יעֶׁ ְבָקה had asked ֱאלִּ  explicitly not to רִּ
pour water from the jug she was carrying into a cup, but to kindly 
allow him to drink from the container of water. This unusual request 
created a dilemma for ְבָקה  She could not bring home the jug of .רִּ
water after a total stranger had taken a drink — perhaps he was sick 
and had contaminated the water. However, if she would simply pour 
out the remaining water in front of him and then refill the jug, it 
would show a lack of sensitivity. It would indicate to the stranger that 
she was concerned about the unsanitary condition of the water. 
ְבָקה   created a solution that showed both kindness and רִּ
concern for his feelings. After he drank she said to him, “I will draw 
water  even  for  your  camels.”  In  offering  to  give  the  camels  the 
remaining water, she would pour out the unsanitary water and refill 
her jug with fresh water. ְבָקה  s sensitivity and kindness showed that’רִּ
she was truly a worthy wife for ְצָחק  .יִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 When R' Shabsi Frankel proudly showed the Steipler Gaon 
 the Steipler smiled ,ַרְמַב״ם his monumental revised edition of the ַזַצ״ל
broadly and glowingly declared, “The ַרְמַב״ם and his commentators 
will be waiting to greet you in ן  R' Shabsi used his means to ”!ַגן ֵעדֶׁ
assemble  the  various  manuscripts  that  would  help  improve  the 
accuracy and quality of the ַרְמַב״ם. A team of tens of scholars worked 
diligently for many years on the project. 
 Perhaps the most amazing thing about this monumental 
undertaking is the fact that during all those years R' Shabsi never held 
himself  higher  than  the  rest  of  his  colleagues  and  employees.  He 

always made them feel important and integral to the success of the 
project. The following episode illustrates his refinement and humility. 
 Stored  in  his  home  were  many  rare hard  to  obtain 
manuscripts worth millions of dollars. Purchasing them was not only a 
matter of having the money, but required knowing the right people in 
the   right   places.   Acquiring   some   of   these   documents   from 
universities and collectors was a process that took many years. And 
when  he  finally  was  able  to  get  his  hands  on  them,  the  team  
of scholars was ready to work. 
 R' Shabsi was working with a respected יד ָחָכם  on a ַתְלמִּ
recently purchased manuscript. They labored for hours, analyzing and 
comparing  nuances  in  the  scripts.  This  intense  process  required 
endless  patience  and  a  skilled  eye.  Noticing  the  need  for  some 
refreshments, his wife brought in two cups of coffee. Although R' 
Shabsi saw it being brought in, his guest did not. He turned around 
and, to his horror, inadvertently knocked it over onto the priceless 
manuscript. Not only would it cause a loss of thousands of dollars, 
but now the documents were rendered completely useless! 
 R' Shabsi jumped out of his seat and ran into the kitchen. 
He most certainly was distressed that his valuable manuscript was 
ruined, but he did not want to cause his esteemed colleague any 
shame or embarrassment. And so, two minutes later he emerged 
from the kitchen with a fresh cup of coffee, saying, “I figured since 
the first one spilled, you would probably want another one.” 
 The man smiled. He realized that the incident had surely 
caused R' Shabsi great disappointment and distress, but he also knew 
that R' Shabsi understood it was an accident, one that anyone could 
have caused. 
 The Steipler’s comment about the ַרְמַב״ם and his entourage 
greeting R' Shabsi had never rung truer: “The ַרְמַב״ם and his 
commentators will be waiting to greet you in ַגן ֵעֶדן!” 

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 ספר ח״ח הלכות לשון הרע כלל י׳ סעיף ט״ו
*Shlomie and Mordechai were great friends until one day they stopped 
talking to each other. Nobody knew the reason why. Before the ה  סּוכָּ
fair, Ari and Mordechai were working together on building a ה  .סּוכָּ
During the setup for the fair, Mordechai was ranting against Shlomie. 
Ari told him that he was not interested in listening to ע רָּ ׁשֹון הָּ  .לָּ
Mordechai replied that Shlomie had tattled on him about something 
that wasn’t even true; therefore, there was no real ִאּסּור.          
What are some of the flaws in Mordechai’s illogical argument?  
*Stories adapted from Guard Your Tongue, A Daily Companion, A Lesson a Day and various real-life situations. 

Answer: There are many flaws in Mordechai’s reasoning. Among the most obvious is the 
fact that it is ָּה  for Ari to believe Mordechai’s report about Shlomie due to ָאסּור ִמן ַהּתֹור
the ִאּסּור of accepting ְרִכילּות. In addition, even if it is true, it is nevertheless ָאסּור to 
speak ָּע ָּר    .discussed (י:יד) as previously לָּׁשֹון ה

 In חּוץ ָלָאֶרץ, we start saying ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר in ַמֲעִריב on December 4th.  
 If one said ְוֵתן ְבָרָכה in the wrong season of the year and 

already completed ִיְהיּו ְלָרצֹון, he must repeat ְשמֹוֶנה ֶעְשֵרה. 

 If after ending ְשַמע קֹוֵלנּו one realizes that he said  ְוֵתן
 and ָבֵרְך ָעֵלינּו in the wrong season, he returns to ְבָרָכה
continues from there. 

1. Where do we learn that one is obligated to thank ד׳ upon 
hearing good news? 

2. What do we learn from the fact that the ּתֹוָרה enumerates the 
137 years of ָמֵעאל  ?s life’ִישְׁ

1. When ֱאִליֶעֶזר heard from ָלָבן and ְׁתּוֵאל ְָׁקה that they were willing to let ב  go, he ִרב
turned to thank ְָׁצה) הקב״ה ְַּׁתחּו ַאר  .(24:52 — ד״ה ַוִיש

2. From the fact that the ּתֹוָרה enumerates the 137 years of ְָׁמֵעאל  s life, we can’ִיש
deduce that ַיֲעֹקב spent 14 years in the ְִׁשיָבה ד״ה ) ָלָבן before he went to ֵעֶבר of י
ְָׁמֵעאל ְֵׁני ַחֵיי ִיש ְֵׁאֶלה ש  .(25:17 — ו
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ָמא: ִעְנָיֵני ְדיוֹו
ִריד  יב ָהרוּוַח וּומוֹו ִ ַמׁשּו

ם ׁשֶ ַהגּוֶ

Halacha 
Corner



לע״נ ר׳ משה בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings
Moments after the Belzer Rebbe, R' Ahrele ַזַצ״ל, arrived in  ֶאֶרץ
ָרֵאל   ,ַזַצ״ל R' Beirish Ortner ,ֲחִסיִדים one of the Rebbe’s closest ,ִישְׂ
offered R' Ahrele his first kvittel in ָרֵאל  R' Ahrele used the .ֶאֶרץ ִישְׂ
opportunity to show his deep affection for his younger brother, 
R' Mottele ַזַצ״ל, the Biłgorajer ָרב. After verifying that a kvittel 
had been written, he said, “ יֹון צּו ִגיּב דֶער קִװיטל צּו ִמיר אּון דֶער ִפדְׂ
 Give the kvittel to me and the — מַײן ּברּודֶער, דֶער ִּבילגֹוַריֶע ֶרִּבי!
יֹון  ”!ָרב to my brother, the Biłgorajer (donation for redemption) ִפדְׂ

Source: Rescuing the Rebbe of Belz (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

UnderstandingDavening
…ְוֵתן ַטל ּוָמָטר ִלְבָרָכה ַעל ְפֵני ָהֲאָדָמה …    
… And give dew and rain for a blessing 

upon the face of the earth … 
There is an important difference between 
mentioning rain in the 2nd ָרָכה מֹוֶנה  of בְּ שְּ
ֵרה יד ַהֶגֶשם) ֶעשְּ יב ָהרּוַח ּומֹורִּׁ  Who makes ,ַמשִּׁ
the   wind   blow   and   makes   the   rain 
descend, or יד ַהָטל  Who makes the ,מֹורִּׁ
dew descend) and mentioning rain in the 
9th ָרָכה ָרָכה The 2nd .ָבֵרְך ָעֵלינּו — בְּ  בְּ
expresses praise to ד׳, the One Who gives 
us life, and provides wind and moisture as 
needed in seasons of the year. In the 9th 
ָרָכה  we are making a request, and asking בְּ
 to give us rain; therefore, this request is ד׳
made only when rain is actually needed ( ז׳
ָון ֶחשְּ ָרֵאל in ַמרְּ שְּ  December 4th / 5th ,ֶאֶרץ יִּׁ
elsewhere).                  

ְסֵלו 2  Yahrtzeit of R' Yosef Shmuel of — 1703 / 5464 כִּ
Cracow, ַזַצ״ל, the ַמסֹוֶרת ַהַש״ס, born in Kremnitz. His 
father, ירש י הִּ  teacher. He ּתֹוָרה was his main ,ר׳ ְצבִּ
settled in Cracow after marrying the daughter of  ר׳
ים ְיַשְעָיה  who generously supported him. The ,ַחיִּ
ים ֵני  in Cracow at that time, among them the ְגדֹולִּ ָמגִּ
 realized his greatness ,ּתֹוְספֹות יֹום טֹוב and the ְשֺלֺמה
and appointed him to the city’s ין   .ֵבית דִּ

When the ָרב of Frankfurt,  ר׳ ְיַשְעָיה
יץ  was ,ְשָל״ה ַהָקדֹוש grandson of the ,הֹורֹובִּ
appointed ָרב in Posen, the ָלה  of Frankfurt sent a ְקהִּ
delegation to Cracow to ask ר׳ ְשמּוֵאל to be their 
new ָרב. He turned down the offer, and the 
delegation left Cracow with heavy hearts. Soon after 
they left the city, ר׳ ְשמּוֵאל became deathly ill. 
Doctors could find neither cause nor cure for his 
disease. The name יֹוֵסף was added, and he 
promised that if he overcame the illness, he would 
accept the position of ָרב in Frankfurt, since he 
understood that his refusal was the reason for his 
illness. As soon as he was healthy enough, he 
moved to Frankfurt and assumed the ַרָבנּות.  

In Frankfurt, ר׳ ְשמּוֵאל established a 
יָבה ים and taught hundreds of ְישִּ ידִּ  many of ,ַּתְלמִּ
whom became ְשָרֵאל  ר׳ ְשמּוֵאל In Frankfurt .ְגדֹוֵלי יִּ
elevated the prestige of the ּתֹוָרה and those who 
toiled in it. His gentle and gracious ways were his 
trademark,  and  his  care  for  orphans  and  poor 
families was legendary. 

He served as Rav in Frankfurt for 14 
years (after serving in Cracow for 26 years). 
The יָד״א  learned all of ר׳ יֹוֵסף ְשמּוֵאל wrote that חִּ
ַבְרָּת  :times, fulfilling the words 42 ַש״ס םְודִּ בָּ  (the 
ָיה יַמְטרִּ ם of גִּ  He also added that for 25 years .(42 = בָּ
he learned while standing, and all his learning 
was ְשָמה  .ּתֹוָרה לִּ

Dear Talmid, 
 The miracles and ordeals 
that the Belzer Rebbe and his 
younger  brother,  R'  Mottele, 
encountered as they escaped the 
inferno of Europe are impossible 
to list. As they traveled through 
Turkey,  the  brothers  were 
treated as suspicious foreigners. 
They were imprisoned by the 
British       counter-espionage 
division. What could have set off 
an alarm with this British Special 
Branch?  
 The Rebbe, who was 
traveling under a pseudonym, 
weighed every word he uttered, 
speaking with great sensitivity. 
When the secret service officers 
asked   their   questions,   the 
Rebbe’s genteel behavior only 
aroused their suspicions. R' 
Mottele’s refined answers, and 
especially his great reverence for 
his brother, unnerved them. The 
officer in charge was adamant 
that he would not release the 
small group until “this man tells 
us what he knows!” 
 Unfortunately, there was 
no one around to explain to this 
bureaucrat that he was dealing 

with    exceptionally    refined 
people. Nor was anyone able to 
explain   the   obvious   mutual 
respect that R' Mottele showed 
towards his holy brother. They 
were so near to ָרֵאל  but ,ֶאֶרץ ִישְׂ
still so far… 
 The  issue  was  finally 
resolved; ד׳ had sent the  פּוָאה רְׂ
ַמָכה  'The influential R .קֹוֶדם לְׂ
Isaac Hertzog ַזַצ״ל, Chief Rabbi of 
ָרֵאל  was  in  the  same ,ֶאֶרץ ִישְׂ
check-point town working on 
another urgent matter. When he 
learned of the detainment of 
these   holy   brothers,   he 
threatened   an   international 
outcry,   and   the  issue  was  
resolved quickly.    
 My ִמיד  the Rebbe ,ַתלְׂ
and his brother R’ Mottele lived 
through  almost  five  years  of 
horror and pain. Both lost their 
families, yet they still spoke and 
acted like ָאִכים ֵני ַמלְׂ  In order to .בְׂ
escape,   they   had   to   wear 
peasants’ clothing and shaved 
their beards, but nothing could 
change the refined Jewish ָשָמה  !נְׂ

רֹוָנם ָברּוְך! ִהי ִזכְׂ      יְׂ
ִדידּות יְׂ  ֶרִבי Your                         ,בְׂ

Story adapted from Rescuing the Rebbe of Belz (ArtScroll)  

This Week in History
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It was already late afternoon on Erev 
Yom Kippur, and the family of R’ Ezriel 
Hildesheimer was eating the Seudah 

Hamafsekes [the last meal before Yom 
Kippur] without the Rabbiner (Rav).

R’ Ezriel was at the city military headquarters.

R’ Yisroel Salanter was in Berlin that Yom 
Kippur and saw the elderly Rav running.

The officer read the ruling from 
the military regulations manual...

ד‘ תמוז   1899 - 1820  5659 - 5580

My dear children, 
Papa had an emergency 

and ate by himself quickly. 
He asked that we bentch 

without him.

Herr 
Rabbiner, R’ 

Hildesheimer, 
where are you 

running to?

Oy, R’ 
Yisroel! A visiting 

commanding officer has 
refused to grant his Jewish 

soldiers leave on Yom 
Kippur! This is illegal - I 
researched the military 

ruling.

Officer, thank 
you, and may you 

be blessed!

Rabbiner, you were 
right! Your concern is 
to be admired. Leave of 

absence is granted to all 
Jewish soldiers in this 

battalion!

I have an 
emergency. I must 

take out this military 
book. I will return it 

within 48 hours.

Oy, vey... what 
could have happened? 
Der Rabbiner is always 

here early!

Rabbiner, the rule is 
that this military manual 

may never be removed from 
here ... but if this will assist the 

Rabbiner with an emergency, 
take it - but return it as 

quickly as possible.

R’ Ezriel was born in Halberstadt, Prussia (Germany), to ר יהודה לייב and גולדה Glee Hildesheimer. 
From age 17 he became a תלמיד מבהק of R’ Yaakov Ettlinger, the ערוך לנר, in Altona. In 1844, he 
married Henrietta Hirsch (a descendant of the רמ״א). He merited that he never needed to accept 
pay for his rabbinical activities. In 1851, he became רב of Eisenstadt (capital of the שבע קהלות), 
Hungary. He founded a school and a ישיבה that attracted many תלמידים. In 1869 he took over 
a new קהילה in Berlin called עדת ישראל. He established a religious school, as well as a ישיבה 
that he opened with 30 former תלמידים. He was a hardworking, fearless and dynamic leader; he 
often advocated on כלל ישראל’s behalf with the government and even had strong ties with the 
court of Kaiser Wilhelm. Aided by R’ Meir Lehmann, he energetically fought against the new tide 
of Reform. Although frequently engaged in חסד for his own קהילה, he advocated for the Jews 
of Germany/Austria/Russia, and even Abyssinia/Persia. He was a master in הלכה and לימוד התורה 

and authored (הלכה) ספר מנחה טהורה, and חקת הפסח among others.

Hashem, please 
help Your precious 
Jewish soldiers! 

Every second 
counts...

Learning from our Leadersבס״ד Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of America
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